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A.D.  1775,  it  appears  that  the  fuhfequent  Work  istranf- 
lated  into  French ;  it  has  aljo  been  tranflated  into  the 
Ger?nan  and  dther  languages. 

Monfieur  Monfieur  J^o'm  Leake,  dofteur  en  medicine, 
membre  du  college  royal  des  medicins  de  Londres,  &c. 

MAxima  cum  voluptate  et  non  fine  fruftu,  Vir  illuf- 
triflime,  et  ornadfTime,  tuutn  legi  et  relegi  librura, 
cui  titulus  eft :  Pradicdl  Ohfervations  on  the  Child-Bed 
Fever,  Printed  London  1772.  In  illo  enim  reperi  animad- 
verfiones  curiofas  et  plane  novas  de  affeftibus  omenti^ 
difquifitiones  nitidas,  et  fagaces,  de  curationefebris  puerA 
perium  infequentis,  dubitationes  quas  diftarunt  prudentia 
et  moderatio,  contra  fyftema  nollri  Celeberrimi  Levret, 
cogitationes  accuratas  de  haemonhagiis  ante,  et  poft  par- 
turn.  Quid  Magis  ?  in  toto  judicium  et  fcientia  veri  boni 
que  medici  refulget.  his  itaque  perpenfis,  Teu  aegrorum 
falutem,  feu  artismedicae  incrementum  profpiciam,  tuum 
librum  cunftis  gratiirimum  duxi ;  qua  propter  ut  melius 
innotefcat,  hunc  in  idioma  gallicum  converto,  jam  ferme 
abfoluta  eft  interpretatio;  et  paucos  intra  menfes,  fi  tibi 
Ubet,  prelo  publico  poterit  in  Francia  committi. 

Mihi  familiaris  et  colendus  amicus  habet  nunc  ful> 
prelo  traftatum  idiomate  Gallico  fcriptum  de  hsEinorrha- 
giis  uterinis.  Plurirais  abhinc  menfibus  auftori  commu- 
nicaveram  verfionem  tuas  feaionis  V.  se.  Of  the  nature 
and  caufe  of  Uterine  Hemorrhages,  and  their  treatment,&c: 
m  hoc  novo  traaatu  raei  amici,  multa  funt  de  te  excerpta 
cum  laude  tui  ingenii  et  tui  operis. 

Auftor  ncJvi  traaatus,  poft  expofitionem  variarum  mi- 
thodorum  contra  haemorrhagias  uteri,  nil  efficacius  inve- 
nut  quam  obturatio  vaginse  cum  Linteolis  vel  ficcis,  vel 
imbutis  aceto,  fed  profunde  immiffis.  Hzec  methodus 
ohm  vetuftiffimis  nota,  in  obiivione  quodam  modo  jace- 
bat;  fed  nunc  refurgit  longa  et  felici  experientia  ftabili- 
ta  ;  et  emm  mtrodutlio  linteorum  in  vagina,  dum  fiftit 
fanguinis  fluxum,  juvat  quoque  formationem  coaguli ; 
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interim  uterus  novas  acqulrit  vires ;  fefe  co'nglomerat  ci 
conftnngit,  contraaionibufque  propellet  coagulatum 
fanginem&  linteola  immiira;  fed  ut  obturamentura  va- 
gins!  fit  femper  fauftura,  plurimae  funt  adhibenda;  cautio- 
nes:  fcilicet,  j-nollis  comprcffio  uteri  cam  manu,  applicatio 
fupra  pubem  linteorum  aqua  friglda,  aut  forfan  melius 
aceto  raadidorum,  ulus  aeris  frigidi,  et,  ut  uno  dicam 
verbo,  quidquid  poteft  juvare  uteri  contraftiones  et  vafo-^' 
3fum  fauguinem  fundentium  claufuram. 

Celeberrimus  Hoffman,  Cornelius  Trioen,  multique  alii 
jam  indicarant  obturamentum  vaginae  contra  IiEeraorrha- 
gias  uferi;  base  methodus  tibi,  VirclarifTime  non  erat 
ignota;  attamcn  in  praxi  vix  erat  explorata.  In  curricilo 
menfis  proximi,  ut  opinor,  novus  traciatus  mei  amici 
evLilgabitur;  et  in  illo  vldere  poteris  ferme  omnia  qu^ 
fcripfifti  de  opio,  medicamentis  aftringentibus,  venae 
feftione,  &c. 

Vale,  Vir  clariffime  ;  et  quanquam  fim  extraneus,  et 
nullo  mo  Jo  tibi  notus,  non  dedigneris,  qujefo.  meam  fin- 
ceram  admirationem. 

Datura  Divione  die  21.  jWn^  1775. 

FRANCISCUS  CHAUSSIER. 

Chirurgiae  magtfter  in  urbe  Divionenfi  apud  BurgundoS, 
acad.  reg.  chirurgias  Paiifieniis  correfpondens,  «&c. 

P.  S.  SI  veils  mihircfponflim  dare.  fubjung.o  inferiptionem 
epiftolae  in  idiomate  gallic.o. 

A  Monfieur  Monfieur  Chauffieur,  Maitre  en  Chinargiej 
&c.  Dyon. 
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TF  thofe  Difeafes  which  have  been  found 
moft  dangerous  and  mortal  in  their  ef- 
fedts,  ought  principally  to  be  confidered  by 
phyficians ;  none  will  more  defervedly  claim 
their  attention  than  the  Child-bed  Fever  \  as 
there  is  not,  perhaps,  any  malady  inci- 
dent  to  the  human  body,  where  powerful 
Remedies  of  every  kind  have  been  tried  with 
more  diligence,  and  lefs  fuccefs.  But,  furely, 
this  circumftance,  difcouraging  as  it  is,  fliould 
not  render  them  regardlefs  of  the  event,  but 
rather  increafe  their  folicitude  for  the  pa- 
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tient's  fafety,  and  induce  them  to  try  new 
methods  of  cure,  fince  thofe  hitherto  adopted- 
have  fo  frequently  failed. 

Whiift  I  was  preparing  the  following 
fheets  for  prefs,  Dr.  Hulme  pubhfhed  a  trea- 
tife  on  the  fame  fubjed,  the  29th  of  Fe* 
bruary  1772,  where  fome  points  of  do<5trine 
being  laid  down  as  7iew,  which  I  had  re- 
peatedly advanced,  near  three  years  before, 
in  my  public  courfe  of  Le^ures  on  Midwife ry, 
and  I)ifeafes  of  Women  ;  I  cannot,  without 
injuftice  to  myfelf  on  this  occafion,  omit  the 
mention  of  the  following  circumftances,  viz. 
That  towards  the  end  of  the  year  1 769,  and 
about  the  beginning  of  1770,  I  attended  fe- 
vera!  patients  who  laboured  under  Child- 
bed Fever,  both  in  private  practice,  and  at 
the  JVeJiminJIer  Lying-in  HofpitaU  in  confe- 
quence  of  being  Phyfician  to  that  charity. 

As  I  gave  heBures  on  the  Theory  and 
PraBice  of  Midwifery  y  I  thought  it  my  duty 
to  communicate  whatever  I  knew  on  that 
fubjedl,  to  thofe  gentlemen  who  did  me  the 
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honor  to  attend  as  Pupi/s ;  and  therefore,  in 
confequence  of  fuch  obfervations  as  the  daily 
occurrence  of  different  cafes,  and  frequent 
infpedion  of  morbid  bodies  afforded  me  at 
the  lid/pi tal  diXid  elfe where,  I  experimentally 
advanced  the  following  particulars  :  namely, 
that  the  omentum  was  the  part  principally  af- 
fedted,  having  generally  found  it  either  al^ 
inofl:  totally  confumed  and  melted  down  into 
thick  curd'-like  pus,  or  partially  fuppurated 
and  inflamed ;  and  that  inflammation  had 
often  overfpread  the  inteflines.  A  large 
quantity  of  purulent,  whey-coloured  fluid 
Was  alfo  found  in  the  abdomen  and  pelvis, 
mixed  with  fmall  clots  of  blood  and  curd- 
like  matter, 

I  alfo  laid  it  down,  as  my  opinion,  that 
this  fever  was  not  occafioned  by  tranflation 
or  abforption  of  corrupted  milk  from  the 
breafls,  or  obfl:ru(aion  of  putrid  lochia; 
nor  did  I  think  it  owing  to  inflammation  of 
the  uterus t  or  any  morbid  affedion  of  that 
organ,  as  generally  believed  and  aflerted  by  - 
B  %    '  different 
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different  authors ;  and  therfbre,  that  it  ought 
to  be  referred  to  other  caufes,  as  a  Difeafe 
of  a  peculiar  nature^  and  diftindt  from  all 
others.  However,  th«  conformity  between 
that  gentleman's  writings  and  mine  may  be 
folcly  confined  to  a  defcription  of  the  cha- 
ra<5lerifi:ic  lymptoms  of  the  difeafe,  and  its 
morbid  appearances  after  death ;  in  both 
which,  as  nature  is  generally  uniform  and 
confiflent,  any  two  authors  tranfcribing 
from  the  fame  original,  mull  neceflarily 
agree.  But  in  what  relates  to  the  caufe  and 
cure  of  the  difeafe;  fo  far  from  fimilarity 
of  opinion,  no  dodtrines  can  be  found  more 
oppofite  and  dijfimilar. 

At  the  fame  time,  I  took  occafion  to 
mention  an  alteration  of  this  article,  in  my 
Syllabus  of  LeBuresy  having,  in  a  former 
impreffion  (with  Hoffman)  called  this  dif- 
eafe Uterine  F every  but  being  after- 
wards convinced  there  was  nothing  ftridtly 
uterine  in  it,  a.  d.  1 771 ,  I  gave  it  the  name 
of  acute  Fever  peculiar  to  Women  after 
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delivery,  properly  called  Child-bed  Fever, 
1  alfo,  from  experience,  recommended  early 
and  copious  bleedings  with  the  antiphlogiflic 
method,  in.  preference  to  every  thing  elfe  I 
had  feen  tried  in  its  cure ;  and  in  confir- 
mation of  thefe  fadls,  I  appeal  to  the  gen- 
tlemen whofe  names  are  fubjoined,  at  the 
conclufion  of  this  volume,  who  attended  as 
Pupils,  and  took  notes  of  the  feveral  public 
courfes  of  my  Ledures,  given  in  the  three 
fucceding  years  1770,  1771,  and  1772  j  in 
which  the  feveral  points  of  dodtrine  already 
mentioned,  were  circumftantially  and  repeat- 
edly laid  down. 

Being  not  a  little  felicitous  for  the  reco- 
very of  the  patients  intrufted  to  my  care, 
I  fpared  no  pains  in  giving  attendance  by 
every  poffible  opportunity,  and  alfo  had  the 
fatisfadion  of  meeting  Dr.  James  Ford, 
a  gentleman  deferVedly  eminent  for  his  can- 
dor and  (kill,  and  one  of  the  phyficians  of 
this  hofpital.  But  although  we  frequently 
confulted  what  was  beft  to  be  done,  and 
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tried  various  medicines  and  methods  for  their 
relief,  our  beft  endeavors  to  that  end  often 
proved  ineffe(![lual. 

It  grieved  me  to  find  that  fo  many  women 
died  of  this  deftru(5tive  Fever,  hut  fince  there 
was  reafon  to  believe  it  was  at  firft  imper-ip 
fed:ly  underftood,  I  ftill  had  hopes  that  by 
time  and  obfervation,  it  might  admit  of  more 
certainty  in  the  cure,  and  become  lefs  for^ 
midable.  I  therefore,  made  it  a  rule  to  com-* 
mit  to  paper  the  feveral  fymptoms  and  cir* 
cumftances  in  the  order  they  occurred,  and 
likewife  the  daily  and  hourly  changes  which 
happened  at  different  periods  of  the  difeafe } 
as  far  as  opportunity  w^ould  allow  me,  either 
from  my  own  attendance  on  the  fick,  or  inr 
formation  of  the  Matron  and  Nurfes  in  my 
abfence.  I  noted  down  their  degree  of  vio-^ 
lence  and  time  of  duration,  as  exadlly  as  pof- 
lible,  and  alfo,  whether  the  patient  became 
better  or  worfe,  in  confequence  of  fuch  par- 
ticular fymptoms  as  appeared  from  time  to 
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Thefe,  the  Reader  may  depend  upon  as 
fo  many  FaBs,  or  clinical  Minutes y  which  I 
coUeded  as  materials  •  for  a  Hiflory  of  the 
Difcafe ;  but  as  for  the  dedudions  or  prac- 
tical inferences  ^irifing  from  theni,  they  are 
iiibmitted  to  the  judgment  and  candor  of 
the  medical  reader,  as  matter  of  opinion,  to 
be  confirmed  or  correded,  as  they  may  be 
found  to  correfpond  with  obfervation  and 
future  experience, 

The  great  variety  of  opinions  prevailing 
among  fpeculative  men,  in  what  relates  to 
the  origin  and  cure  of  difeafes,  is  a  convin- 
cing proof  of  th?  fallibility  of  the  human 
mind.  The  fubjed  of  Phyfic  is  attended 
with  fo  many  difficulties,  that  we  frequently 
deal  in  probable  conjedures  rather  than  cer- 
tain truths  j  and  this  will  always  be  the  cafe 
in  every  fcience  where  fo  little  can  be  deci- 
ded by  demonftration  and  adual  experi^ 
ment,  and  where  the  reft  depends  upon  the 
caprice  of  our  reafoning  faculties,  which  are 
fo  infenfibly  perverted,  and  as  it  were  led 
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captive  by  the  early  prejudices  of  education, 
and  reigning  cuftom  of  countries ;  thatthings 
thus  feen  through  different  mediums,  mufl 
neceffarily  ftrike  our  fenles  very  differently, 
though  in  their  own  nature,  they  are  identi- 
cally the  fame. 

Refpe^iing  the  moft  powerful  remedies,  as 
opum,  mercury,  and  peruvian  bark,  fuch  is 
the  oppofition  of  fentiments  concerning  their 
ufe,  that  one  would  almoff  be  tempted  to 
conclude,  there  was  no  true  ftandard,  no 
leading  and  unerring  principles,  by  which  to 
determine,  either  the  effedl  of  medicines,  or 
the  nature  and  event  of  difeafes. 

The  divifion  of  difeafes  into  putrid  and 
inflammatory y  however  fimple  and  neceffaiy 
it  may  appear,  has  been  productive  of  much 
diffention  and  cavil  among  practitioners  j 
but  had  they  been  lefs  violent  in  contending 
about  mere  words,  and  more  accurate  in 
pointing  out  the  true  marks  which  confti- 
tute  the  real  difference  in  thofe  two  claffes 
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of  difeafe,  they  would  have  deferved  better 
of  the  profefTion,  and  public.    With  fome, 
almoft  every  difeafe  is  fuppofed  to  b,e  of 
the  putrid  kind;  and  therefore,  cordials, 
the  bark,  and  other  antifeptics  have  been 
adminiftered  as  fovereign  Remedies ;  and 
he  that  fhould  venture  to  diredt  venefedion, 
would  run  the  rifque  of  being  called  an  ex- 
ecutioner, rather  than  a  phyfician.    On  the 
other  hand,  many  in  our  own  country,  but 
efpecially  in  France^  and  the  warmer  cli- 
mates, look  upon  moft  difeafes  as  inflam- 
matory, and  fuppofe,  that  nothing  is  fo  re- 
(juifite  and  effedual  in  their  cure,  as  bleed- 
ing, evacuations,  and  plentiful  dilution; 
and  |he  methods  recommended  by  the  for- 
mer, in   the    very    fame   diforders,  are 
deemed  no  better  than  rank  poifons .  Where 
men  are  thus  cnflaved  bycuftom,  or  aduated 
by  blind  zeal,  they  often  err  in  violent  ex- 
tremes, and  alTert  their  opinions  with  as 
much  confidence  as  if  there  was  not  even  a 
poffibility  ■  of  being  miflaken;  butj  what 

is 
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is  Ml  worfe,  they  fometimes  refled  on  one 
another  in  terms  the  moft  illiberal  and  un- 
juftifiable ;  to  the  dif(predit  of  the  Profeffion, 
and  the  injury  of  each  other's  reputation. 

Which  way  are  we  to  turn,  where  rocks 
lie  on  one  fide,  and  quick-fands  on  the 
other  ? 

Nothing  has  been  fo  great  an  obftacle  to 
the  improvement  of  medical  fcience,  as  the 
partiality,  and  pbfequious  regard,  which 
many  have  been  apt  to  pay  great  autho?. 
rities ;  for  whilft  they  difregard  the  tefti^ 
mony  of  their  own  fenfes,  and  weakly  or 
indolently  afTent  to  things  as  right,  on  the 
credit  of  others,  they  are  feldom  at  much 
trouble  to  examine  whether  they  are  really 
fo  or  not ;  and  errors  early  adopted,  are  either 
reludlantly  corrected,  or  at  laft,  take  fuch 
total  pofTeffion  of  the  mind,  that  they  be- 
come habitual,  and  are  retained  ever  after. 

Much  refped:  is  certainly  due  to  all  fuch 
Authors  as  have  fet  down  with  candor  and 
truth,  whatever  they  knew  in  the  cure  of 

difeafcs  ; 
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difeafes;  but  very  often,  inftead  of  plain 
fads,  the  reader  is  prefented  with  fuch  a 
medley  of  reahty  and  fidion,  partly  from 
books,  the  Author's  imagination,  and 
difeafe  itfelf ;  that  after  he  has  perufed  the 
whole,  he  is  as  mueh  at  a  lofs  how  to  pro.  . 
ceed  in  practice,  as  before. 

Of  late,  indeed,  medical  writers  have 
happily  withdrawn  themfelves  from  the 
fairy-laiid  of  hypothefis  ^nd  conjedure  5 
and,  inftead  of  deviating  from  the  folid  path 
of  nature,  as  many  of  them  had  formerly 
done,  they  are  now  principally  guided  by 
pbfervation  and  pradtical  experience. 

Thofe  who  mean  to  get  ufeful  knowledge, 
will  therefore  do  well  to  take  their  infor- 
mation from  the  living  body,  by  every  op- 
portunity of  vifiting  the  fick  ;  this  will  be 
going  to  the  fountain-head,  and  reading,  as 
it  were,  from  the  ample  volume  of  Nature 
herfelf ;  where  a  true  ftate  of  the  difeafe  will 
more  clearly  unfold  itfelf  to  the  diligent  ob- 
ferver  j  the  effeds  of  medicine  will  be  better 

known. 
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known,  and  the  methods  of  cure,  from 
thence,  become  more  certain  and  confiftcnt. 

In  the  hiftory  of  difeafes,  the  feveral 
fymptoms  ought  to  be  fet  down  with  fim- 
pHcity  and  clearnefs,  exadlly  as  they  prefent 
themfelves,  without  any  innovation,  con- 
jedlure,  or  falfe  coloring ;  which,  having 
nothing  to  do  with  reahty,  would  corrupt 
and  adulterate  the  whole,  and  render  it  a 
mere  recital  of  opinions  and  furmifes,  rather 
than  a  genuine  defcription  of  the  difeafe  it- 
felf.    A  diffindtion  fliould  alfo  be  made  be- 
tween fuch  fymptoms  as  uniformly  appear 
in  the  beginning,  and  are,  as  it  were  the 
immediate  offspring  of  the  difeafe ;  and 
thofe  which  are  only  occafioned  by  diffe- 
rence of  conflitution,  age,  climate,  or  other 
caufesr   The  firft  ought  to  be  confidered 
as  the  true,  and  infeparable  pathognomonic 
Jtgns,  which  denote  its  nature  and  tendency, 
and  from  which  the  indication  of  cure  ;s 
chiefly  to  be  taken  ;  the  laft,  only  as  acci- 
dental changes,  fcarcely  to  be  regarded. 

The 
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The  ftate  of  air,  with  the  patient*s  age, 
and  habit  of  body,  fhould  be  mentioned ; 
and  effed  of  nledicines  adminiftered  at 
difterent  times,  whether  good  or  bad,  Ihould 
alfo  be  faithfully  and  candidly  fet  down,  and 
diflinguiflied  from  the  fymptoms  of  difeafe, 
or  the  (imple  efforts  of  nature ;  which,  hap- 
pily for  the  patient,  are,  indeed,  fometimes 
fuch  as  furmount  pvpry  obftacle  to  a  cure. 

An  accurate  examination  of  the  aflfeded 
parts  after  death,  by  leading  to  the  feat  of 
difeafe,  alfo  tends  to  perfed  its  hiftoiy,  and 
affift  in  throwing  light  on  the  cure ;  this 
will  always  be  moft  neceffary  in  dange- 
rous and  uncommon  cafes,  where  powerful 
medicines  have  been  tried  in  vain.  By  at- 
^  tending  to  thofe  morbid  appearances,  which 
have  an  intimate  relation  to  fuch  fymptoms 
as  were  imperfedly  underftood,  we  proceed 
from  effeds  to  their  caufes,  which  could  ne- 
ve'r  be  done  with  fo  much  certainty  by  regard- 
ing the  fymptoms  of  difeafe  only.  For 
inflance,  it  did  not  appear  obvious  from  the 

iymp- 
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fymptoms  of  Child-bed  Fever,  that  the  omen- 
tuniy  rather  than  the  uterus  or  intejlines,  was 
the  part  principally  affedted. 

But  although  opening  of  bodies  may  af- 
ford much  information,  falfe  inferences  have 
often  been  made  from  them ;  for,  all  fuch 
morbid  appearances,  as  there  is  reafon  to  be- 
lieve did  not  exift  till  long  after  the  invafion 
of  the  difeafe,  ought  to  be  looked  upon  as 
confequences,  and  not  the  caufes  of  it. 

The  feat  of  difeafes  is  often  apparent,  tho* 
their  caufes  are  frequently  too  remote  for 
difcovery  of  the  moft  acute  and  accu- 
rate obferver.    But  notwithftanding  many 
changes  are  produced  in  the  living  body,  iot 
which  no  adequate  or  fatisfadlory  reafon  can 
be  afligned,  there  are  fome  certain  appear^ 
ances  which  almoft  uniformly  fucceed  each 
other.    Forinftance,  pain,  from  whatever 
caufe  it  may  arife,  if  violent,  will  produce 
fpafm,  fever,  or  inflammation;  and  thefe 
are  generally  followed  by  fome  critical  eva- 
cuation, which  is  falutary ;  or  where  that 

is 
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is  wanting,  by  abfcefs  or  gangrene,  which 
falling  on  the  vital  parts,  will  render  the 
difeafe  incurable.  This  has  often  been  the 
cafe  in  Child-bed  Fever y  and  therefore,  fuch 
unfavourable  termination  ought,  if  pof- 
fiblc,  to  be  prevented  by  evacuations,  and 
the  adminiftration  of  medicines  tending  to 
carry  off  the  morbid  caufe  by  fome  of  the 
ftatural  fecretions. 

Sydenham  obferved,  that  the  fever 
which  follows  fupprefTion  of  lochia^  fome- 
times  changed  its  type  to  that  which  pre- 
vailed in  the  epidemic  feafon. 

That  women  after  delivery,  are  more 
difpofed  to  fever  at  one  time  than  another, 
according  to  the  conftitufion  of  atmof- 
{)here,  cannot  be  doubted ;  confidering  its 
great  influence  on  valetudinary  habits,  and 
difeafes  in  gerieral  .  but  particularly  the 
fmall'poxy  epidemic  dyfentery^  and  ulcerated 
fore  throaty  which  riC)t  only  become  more 
frequent,  but  alfo  m  ore  fatal,  as  the  air 
changes  from  a  healthy  to  a  malignant  ftate. 
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The  great  plague  in  London,  a.  d.  1636, 
which  lafted  twelve  years,  was  more  or  lefs 
fatal  at  different  periods ;  in  eight  years,  one 
with  another,  two  thoufand  people  died 
yearly,  and  never  lefs  than  eight  hundred  in 
one  year ;  which  fhews  that  contagion  and 
its  mortal  efFedts,  depended  as  much  upon 
the  atmofphere,  as  on  the  difeafe  itfelf. 
This  circumflance  is  flillmore  clearly  proved, 
by  the  great  difproportion  of  deaths  in  dif- 
ferent weeks ;  the  number  in  one  week  in- 
creafing  from  one  hundred  and  eighteen,  to 
nine  hundred  and  twenty-feveii  in  the  next ; 
and  in  another,  decreafing  from  nine  hun- 
dred and  ninety-three,  to  two  hundred  and 
fifty-eight;  and  from  that  number,  again 
increafing,  the  very  next  week,  to  eight 
hundred  and  fifty-two.  * 

How  difeafes  are  proc^uced  or  influenced 
by  the  obvious  qualities  air,  is  difBcult  to 
determine,  not withflan  ding  all  tliat  has  been 
faid  on  its  gravity  and'  Hghtnefs,  effcds  of 

heat 

*  Vide  Grant  on;  the  BiUs  of  Mortality. 
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heat  and  cold,  moifture  and  drynefs,  or  the 
winds  blowing  from  particular  quarters  at 
certain  feafons,  with  different  degrees  of  vio- 
lence ;  feeing,  that  very  fudden  changes  of 
weather  from  one  extreme  to  another,  fre- 
quently happen,  without  producing  any  dif- 
eafes  of  the  malignant  or  epidemic  kind. 
In  like  manner,  a  defect:  in  the  natural  fecre- 
tions,  violent  paffions  of  mind,  or  errors  in 
diet,  at  one  time  occafion  fever,  and  not  at 
another ;  which  evidently  fhew,  that  the  firft 
caufe  of  difeafes,  whatever  it  is,  atfts  more  or 
lefs  powerfully,  as  the  natural  temperament 
of  body  concurs  to  increafe  or  diminifli  its 
effed:s. 

In  the  year  1 746,  during  the  winter  fea- 
fon,  a  difeafe  of  the  epidemic  kind  was  ob- 
ferved  ro  prevail  with  great  violence  among 
lying-in  women.  *  It  began  with  a  diar- 
rhcea,  followed  by  pains  in  the  abdomen ; 
the  lochia  did  not  appear  in  due  time, 
^nd  the  belly  became  hard,  tenfe,  and  pain- 
C  ful ; 

♦  Acad,  dcs  Sciences  I'an.  1746,  in  4to.  Mem.  p.  160. 
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ful ;  the  head  was  alfo  affeded  with  pain, 
and  fometimes  a  cough  attended :  About  the 
third  or  fourth  day  after  deHvciy,  the  breafts, 
which  ufually  at  that  time  were  filled  with 
milk,  became  flaccid,  and  about  the  fifth  or 
feventh  day  the  patient  frequently  died. 

Poor  womfcn  delivered  in  Hofpitals  were 
obferved  moJfl  fubjed:  to  this  difeafe ;  and  in 
the  month  of  February  it  became  fo  ex- 
tremely dangerous  and  epidemical,  that 
fcarcely  one  in  twenty  efcaped  it. 

When  the  bodies  were  opened,  we  are  told, 
that  coagiilum  laBis  was  found  adhering  to 
the  inteftines,  and ferum  laEieum  Contained  in 
the  abdomen. .  In  fome,  the  fame  kind  of 
fluid  was  colleded  in  the  cavity  of  the  breaft. 
Th^Jiomach,  inteftines^  and  uterus^  had  un- 
dergone inflammation;  and  in  many,  the 
ovaria  appeared  difeafed  and  fupurated. 

The  difeafe  here  mentioned  feems  to  have 
been  occafioned  by  a  morbid  affedion  of  the 
uterusy  and  therefore  may  be  confidered  as 

very 
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very  difFerent  from  that  hereafter  to  be  de- 
fcribed. 

If  the  deaths  of  child-bed  women  de- 
pended upon  the  fame  caufes  as  thofe 
which  proved  mortal  in  the  fmall-pox,  dy- 
fentery,  and  reigning  fevers  of  the  feafon,  as 
.  there  was  great  reafon  ]to  fuppofe  ;  this  cir- 
cumftarice  could  never  x have  been  fo  truly 
known  as  by  examining  the  Bills  of  Morta- 
lity^ and-  remarking  how  far  the  deaths  un- 
der  the  article  Child-bed  kept  pace  with  thofe- 
ariling  from  fuch  difeafes.  But  thefe  bills 
have  been  regulated  with  fo  little  cafe  and 
exadinefs,  either  in  refpedl  to  difeafes  them-^ 
felves,  or  the  numbers  faid  to  die  of  them  ; 
that  it  would,  from  thence,  be  extremely  dif-» 
£cult  to  determine  this  matter  in  a  fatisfac- 
tory  manner.  The  yearly  bills  would  by 
no  means  be  fufficient  to  do  it ;  bccaufe  al- 
though a  greater  than  ufual  number  might 
die  in  the  epidemic  feafon ;  in  the  fubfe-s^ 
quent  months,  which  make  up  the  year,  and 
which  generally  prove  more  healthy,  the 
C  %  propor* 
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proportion  of  deaths  would  probably  be  lefs; 
which,  upon  the  whole,  taking  one  year  with 
another,  would  occafion  but  very  little  dif- 
ference. I  therefore  regularly  procured  the 
weekly  Bills  of  mortality,  during  the  whole 
time  of  Child  bed  Fever y  in  order  to  afcertain 
this  matter  more  exadtly. 

In  the  months  of  y^inuary^  February ^  and 
beginning  of  Marchy  the  difeafe  prevailed 
with  uncommon  violence,  and  was  evidently 
epidemic  in  different  parts  of  the  town  j  al'^ 
though  on  comparing  the  number  of  deaths 
occafioned  by  it,  with  thofe  arifing  frorn  the 
€pide?nics  of  the  feafon,  I  did  not  find  that 
correfpondence  which  at  firft  I  expected. 
However,  the  great  difference  in  the  num- 
ber of  women  who  died  in  the  year  177Q, 
compared  with  that  of  the  preceding  year 
1769,  or  the  fubfequent  year  1771,  fufHci- 
ently  and  clearly  proves  that  this  Fever  was 
epidemical  in  the  firff :  The  nuixiber  of  deaths 
in  the  yearly  Bills  of  mortality  for  the  cities 
oi  hoJidon  and  Wejiminjiery  under  this  article, 

were 
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were  as  follows :  From  December  the  1 3  th, 
1768,  to  December  the  12th,  1769,  died  in 
Child-bed  one  hundred  and  eighty-five.  From 
December  the  I2,th,  1769,  to  December  the 
iithj  1770,  died  two  himdred  arid f even ty  i 
and  from  December  the  nth  1770,  to  De- 
cember the  I  oth,  1 77 1 ,  died  one  hundred  and 
feventy-iwo.  So  that  in  the  year  1 770,  com- 
pared  with  the  other  two,  the  number  of 
deaths  was  very  near  k  third  part  more  j  and 
as  this  increafe  of  number  did  not  happen 
uniformly  throughout  the  year,  but  was 
chiefly  brought  about  in  that  half  of  it> 
which  commenced  with  December,  and 
ended  with  May  j  it  is  ftill  more  evident, 
that  it  could  arife  from  no  other  caiife  than  a 
malignant  confiitution  of  the  atmofphere. 

But  although  it  was  proper  and  neceffary 
to  mention  the  Bills  of  mortality  as  a  ftand- 
ard  to  which  the  reader  might  be  referred  % 
if  I  might  be  allowed  to  form  a  conjecture 
of  the  mortality  of  this  difeafe,  by  what  oc- 
curred to  me,  as  well  as  feveral  others  of  the 
C  3  profeflion. 
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profeflion,  with  whom  I  frequently  con- 
verfed  on  the  fLihjedl ;  I  fhould  have  no' 
doubt,  but  at  leaft,  half  as  many  more  wo- 
men died  of  it,  as  thofe  mentioned  in  the 
Bills  of  mortality ;  which  inftead  of  being 
fet  down  under  the  article  Child-bed  Fevery 
were  indifcriminately  placed  to  the  account 
oifiux,  pleurifyy  or  fomc  other  diforder. 

It  is  a  public  misfortune  that  thofe  Bills 
ftill  continue  to  be  kept  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
to  defeat  their  original  intention,  and  to  ren- 
der all  calculation  in  this  matter  vague  and 
indeterminate. 

Some  years  ago',  an  application  was  made 
to  Parliament  by  the  company  of  parifli 
Clerks,  fetting  forth  the  neceflity  of  keeping 
an  exad:  regifter  of  births ^  burials,  and  mar- 
riages, in  all  the  pariflies  throughout  Eng- 
land ;  inftead  of  the  prefent  one,  including 
chriflefjings  and  burials  only,  as  confined  to 
parilhes  within  the  Bills  of  mortality  for  the 
cities  of  London  and  JFepninJier.  Had  this 
iipplication  been  duly  attended  to,  and  fup- 

ported 
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ported  by  Parliament,  many  great  and  ob- 
vious advantages  would  have  been  the  con- 
fequences  of  it,  for  the  healthy  or  unhealthy 
ftate  of  air  at  particular  times  and  places, 
might  from  thence  have  been  more  exadly 
afcertained ;  as  well  as  the  increafe  of  popu- 
lation, in  which  the^  ftrength  of  every 
Nation  conlifls. 
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S  E  C  T  I  O  N  I. 

Ilijlory  of  Child-bed  Fever  deduced  from  the 
fymptoms  of  that  Difeafey  taken  from  the 
living  bodyy  and  exami?iation  of  its  mor- 
bid appearances  after  death. 

A  S  it  is  evident  that  women,  after  deli- 
very,  are  more  fubjed:  to  fevers  du- 
ring a  diftemperature  of  the  atmofphere ;  I 
have,  previous  to  the  hiftory  of  this  difeafe, 
fubjoined  a  Ihort  account  of  the  weather, 
with  a  view  to  determine  how  far  the  fymp- 
toms might  be  increafed  or  abated  by  its  in- 
fluence. 
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iluence,  during  thofe  months  in  which  it  was 
found  moft  epidemicah 

'  Air  is  fo  elTential  to  the  exigence  of  all 
animals,  that  want  of  it  even  for  a  few 
minutes  is  deftrudive  to  life.  It  not  only 
adls  conftantly  on  the  furface  of  their  bo- 
dies by  its  prelTure,  but  is  alfo  continually 
taken 'into  the  lungs  by  refpiration;  and 
therefore,  it  is  no  wonder  the  health  fliould 
be  fo  varioufly  affeded  by  it,  as  its  natural 
qualities  are  changed,  and  become  more  or 
lefs  falutary.  The  difeafes  which  are  en- 
,  demial  in  particular  countries,  depend  prin- 
cipally upon  this  circumftance  j  but  humait 
bodies  being  alfo  afPeded  by  intemperance, 
and  the  paflions  of  the  mind  ^  thofe  acute 
dijiempers  which  fometimes  rage,  for  a  time* 
with  uncommon  violence,  among  brute 
animals  living  in  open  fields,  and  in  a 
ftate  of  nature,  are  more  evident  proofs  of 
its  powerful  influence.  The  firft  fhews  that 
the  atmofphere  of  particular  places,  is  at  all 
times  more  or  lefs  unwholefome  j  the  laft, 

that 
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that  the  atmofphere  in  general,  may  become 
fo  for  a  time,  from  variety  af  natural  caufcs 
which  notwithftanding  are  fo  obfcure,  that 
they  would  be  fcarcely  known  to  exift,  was 
it  not  for  their  effed:S.* 

A  fliort  account  of  the  weather  froth  Oc^ 
tober,  1769,  to  the  end  of  May,  1770. 

The  month  of  06lober  commenced  with 
fine  clear  weather,  the  wind  in  moderate 
breezes  being  chiefly  at  N.  N.  E.  From 
the  5  th  to  the  8th,  it  was  bleak  and  cold, 
with  fome  rain.  From  the  9th  to  the  1 3th, 
the  days  were  clear  and  frofly,  with  foggy 
nights  and  mornings;  the  wind  being  firft 
weflerly,  and  afterwards  fliifting  from  W. 
to  E.  and  then  to  E.  N.  E.  From  thence, 
to  the  25th,  moifl:  and  mild  weather,  the 
wind  being  variable ;  a  day  or  two  of  frofl 
then  fucceeded,  and  the  month  ended  with 
mifling  rain  and  mild  weather, 

Novem- 


*  Here,  it  is  only  a  tribute  due  to  merit,  to  appnze 
the  reader  of  many  curious  and  interefting  difcovenes 
'  on  the  properties  of  different  kinds  of  flzr,  publilhed 
by  the  ingenious  Dr.  Priejlley. 
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November  began  with  mild  weather,  and 
fome  fmart  fhowers;  till  the  8th  it  was 
warm,  moift  and  gloomy,  the  wind  being 
chiefly  at  S.  S.  W.  j  the  remainder  of  the 
month  was  extremely  variable;  the  nights 
being  frofty  and  the  days  fomfetimes  clear 
and  .bright,  and  at  other  times  overcaft  with 
clouds,  attended  with  mifling  rain;  the' 
wind  fliifting  to  all  points  of  the  eompafs, 
but  chie%  to  W.  S.  W. 

December  commenced  with  frofly  clear 
days  and  foggy  nights,  the  wind  being  va- 
riable ;  to  the  8  th,  the  weather  in  general 
was  clear,  but  fometimes  foggy  with  mifling 
rain,  the  wind  being  then  chiefly  at  S.  and 
E.  S.  E.  with  continual  tranfitions  from  one 
extreme  to  another,  viz.  from  a  clear  frofty 
air  to  cloudy  damp  weather  with  mifling. 
rain  ;  and  towards  the  end,  frofl:  with  fleet 
andfnow;  the  wind  to  the  22idbeing  moflly 
at  W.  and  S.  S.  W.  and  afterwards  it  blowed 
from  the  N.  to  the  N.  N.  W. 

Janu- 
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January  began  with  moift  weather,  and  a 
thick  atmofphere  till  the  4th,  on  which  day 
there  was  a  fall  of  fnow,  the  wind  being 
chieflyat  W.  N.W.  andN.N.  W.  to  the 
1 1  th,  fmart  frofty  weather,  with  large  quan- 
tities of  fnow,  the  wind  at  N.  N.  E.  and 
N.  N.  W.  From  thence  to  the  1 7th,  it 
was  fair  and  rainy,  bright  and  foggy  by 
turns  J  on  the  i8th,  a  cold  frofl  began,  with 
..a  large  fall  of  fnow,  the  wind  at  N.  E.  j 
from  thence  to  the  28th,  mild,  but  variable, 
the  wind  being  chiefly  at  S.  or  W.  S.  W. 
with  moift  gloomy  weather,  which  con- 
cluded the  month. 

February  began  with  fine  weather,  which 
continued  to  the  6th,  the  wind  chiefly  at 
S.  W.  from  thence  to  the  8th,  fliowers  of 
rain  and  fnow,  with  frofl:,  and  the  wind 
at  N.  To  the  17th,  changeable  moift 
weather,  the  wind  chiefly  at  S.  or  S.  W. 

On  the  1 8th,  alternate  fliowers  of  hail, 
fnow  and  rain;  from  thence  to  the  2 2d,  va- 
riable i  to  the  25th,  cold  and  bleak,  with 

froll 
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frofl:  and  fome  fnow  ;  the  wind  being  fta- 
tionary  at  N.  N.  Ej  to  the  end,  the  weather 
was  cold,  moift  and  cloudy,  and  the  wind 
chiefly  at  S.  W.  and  S. 

March  commenced  with  moift  hazy 
weather,  and  a  mild  temperature  of  the  air, 
with  gleams  of  fun-fliine,  which  continued 
to  the  7th ;  the  wind  continually  fhifting. 
To  the  i4th>  it  was  cold  and  gloomy,  with 
confiderable  quantities  of  rain,  the  wind 
chiefly  at  N.  E  ;  from  thence  to  the  29th, 
fliarp  frofl:,  with  fevere  cold  winds,  and  al- 
ternately, large  falls  of  fnow,  and  fhowers 
of  fleet  and  hail ;  the  wind  chiefly  at  E. 
N.  E.  This  month  ended  with  thaw  and 
fome  rain,  the  wind  then  blowing  from  the 
South. 

April  began  with  rainy  weather,  and 
heavy  fliowers  of  hail  and  fleet,  the  wind 
chiefly  at  W.  and  W.  S.  W. ;  from  the  8th 
to  the  14th,  cold,  bleak,  wet  weather,  with 
more  fnow  and  hail,  the  wind  being  fl:a- 
tionaryat  N.  N.  E.  j  from  thence  to  the 

29th, 
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29th,  fine  weather,  but  fhowery  ;  the  wind 
at  W.  and  W.  S.  W.  This  month  conclu- 
ded with  fevere  wet  weather. 

May  (-ommenced  with  exceflive  cold 
rainy  weather,  and  frequent  fliowers  of  fnow 
and  hail,  the  wind  at  N,  N.  E.  and  N.  -N. 
W.  From  the  4th  to  the  8th,  it  changed 
to  the  S.  and  W.  S.  W.  with  cold  hea\y 
rains ;  from  thence  to  the  1 6th,  the  weather 
in  general  was  fine,  with  fome  thunder 
fhowers;  to  the  25th,  cold,  unfettled  wea- 
ther, and  towards  the  end  of  the  month, 
it  was  moiftand  hazy,  the  wind  being  at 
E.N.E.  . 

Hippocrates  obferves,  that  a  mild  rainy 
winter  fucceeded  by  northerly  winds  in  the 
fpring,  was  dangerous  to  pregnant  wom^n*. 
Agreeable  to  this  obfervation  in  the.  winter 
months,  whea  the  Child-bed  Fever  began, 
the  weather  was  obferved  to  be  "remarkably 
mild  and  moift,  with  a  warmer  temperature 
of  air  than  was  natural  to  the  feafon ;  and 
this  was  fucceeded  by  cold,  bleak  winds  in 

the 

*  De  Acre  Locis  ct  Aquis. 
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the  fpring,  which  was  very  unfriendly  both 

to  animals  ahd  vegetables. 
■  ■  '    . '  * 
About  the  14th of  March,  1770,  a, (harp 

froft  commenced,  with  large  falls  of  fnow, 

and  alternate  lliowers  of  fleet  and  hail,  the 

wind  being  at '  No/th-eaH: ;   This  weather, 

which  was  uncommonly  fevere,  lafled  till 

near  the  end  of  the  month,  at  which  time, 

the  malignant  force  of  the  Cliild-bed  Fever 

feemed  to  gbate  j  for  q-ltho'  feveral  women 

were  affed:ed  with  it  at  the  Hofpttah  foon 

after  that  time  j  only  two  of  them  died, 

namely,  Ann  Smms^  who  was  feized  with 

it  before  the  froft  began,  and  Ann  Dcu/ey 

who  died  the  29th  of  the  fame  month,  juft 

at  the  commencement  of  thaw.    The  attack 

of  the  cold  fit  was  lefs  violent,  a?id  thefub- 

fequent  febrile  fymptoms  much  more  mild 

•arid  favorable.    The  pulfe  was  neither  fo 

quick  or  weak,   tt-of  was  the  -ficknefs  and 

vomiting  fo  great ;  and  inftead  of  being 

followed  as  ufual,  with  pains  in  the  bowels 

and  griping  btlious  ftools,  the  diarhoea  was 

mo- 
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moderate ;  the  pulfe  rofe  in  ftrength,  and  a 
warm  fweat  frequently  broke  out  all  over 
the  body.  Befides,  the  fecretion  of  milk 
was  feldom  interrupted,  but  continued  plen- 
tiful, which,  in  general,  may  be  looked 
upon  as  a  favorable  fign  ;  at  leaft,  it  fhews 
that  the  violence  of  difeafe,  in  fuch  cafes, 
is  not  fo  great  as  to  take  it  away. 

The  Hiftory  of  a  difeafe  will  always  be 
moft  perfed:,  where  fo  little  has  been  done 
by  art,  that  the  operations  of  nature  remain 
free  and  undifturbed.  I  fliall  therefore  de- 
fcribe  this  Acute  Fever  peculiar  to  women, 
after  delivery,  as  it  appeared  when  only  af- 
filed by  medicines  of  the  fimpleft  kind. 

When  the  quicknefs  of  pulfe  brought  on 
by  the  efforts  of  labor  does  not  afterwards 
foon  go  off,  it  denotes  fomething  amifs  in 
the  habit,  tending  to  kindle  up  fever,  which 
will  always  be  found  more  dangerous,  the 
fooner  it  invades  the  patient. 

The  Child-bed  Fever  generally  commen- 
ced about  the  evening  of  the  fecond,  or  be- 
ginning 
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ginning  of  the  third  day  after  deHvery,  with 
a  rigo}"  or  fliivering  fit.  Sometimes  it  came 
on  fooner,  and,  though,  4^dy,  has  been 
■known  to  appear  as  late  as  the  fifth  or 
fixth  day. 

In  many  women,  the  attack  was  fiidden, 
without  any  apparent  caufe  or  preceding 
indifpofition  ;  and  foon  followed  by  head- 
ache, re'illelTnefs,  great  ficknefs  at  ftomach, 
and  bilious  vomitings. 

Some  had  a  bitter  tafte  in  the  mouth, 
a  naufea  and  univerfal  languor ;  the  coun- 
tenance at  firft  was  pale,  and  often  mup h 
altered,  with  a  lifelefs,  dim  appearance  of 
the  eyes,  and  an  indolent  pain  over  their 
orbits.  Thefe  fymptoms  would  fometimes 
foretel  the  approaching  difeafe,  even  before  . 
any  coldnefs  or  fliivering  was  perceived; 
but  upon  the  whole,  they  may  be  confi- 
dered  as  anomalous^  for  in  general  a  fliiver- 
ing fit  preceded  j  and  allowing  for  the  dif- 
ference of  age  and  habit  of  body,  there 
are,  perhaps,  few  difeafes  where  the  figns 
D  more 
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more  regularly  fucceeded  each  other,  or 
where  the  morbid  appearances  after  death, 
were  found  more  exadtly  the  fame. 

Now  and  then,  this  Fever  feemed  to  h6 
brought  on  by  taking  cold,  or  errors  in 
■diety  but  much  oftener  by  anxiety  of  mind ; 
and  therefore,  v*'omen  of  delicate  conftitu- 
tions,  very  fufceptible  and  continually  agi- 
tated by  hopes  and  fears,  are,  of  all  others, 
mofl"  fubjedl  to  it,  and  recover  with  the 
greatefl-  difficulty  ;  confequently,  unmar- 
ried women,  for  obvious  reafons,  were  mofl 
apt  to  befeized  with  it. 

The  degree  of  cold  fit  was  very  different 
in  different  women  y  in  fome,  it  would  laff 
near  an  hour,  and  was  fo  intenfely  violent 
as  to  fhake  the  body  like  an  ague ;  others 
were  only  affedted  with  a  kind  of  thrilling 
fenfation,  or  temporaiy  chillnefs  on  the  fkin, 
which  foon  went  off  and  returned  by  irre- 
gular periods. 

When  the  fit  lafled  long  and  was  violent, 
'  I  obferved  great  anxiety  and  oppreffion  at 

the 
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the  breaft,  attended  with  laborious  refpi- 
ration,  but  without  pain ;  the  patient  was 
often  afFed:ed  with  deep  fighing,  and  com- 
plained of  great  weight  at  the  heart. 

In  thofe  who  were  young  and  of  a  ftrong 
habit,  altho*  th^  rigor  was  violent,  its  dura- 
tion was  fometimes  Hiort  and  when  the 
pulfe  rofe  in  ftrength  and  fulnefs,  and  be- 
came lefs  frequent,  it  was  fucceeded  by  a 
better  ftate  of  countenance,  and  the  op- 
preffion  was  fooner  removed  froni  the  prce-^ 
cordia ;  altho'  no  eruption  appeared  on  the 
breaft  or  body,  as  I  at  firft  expected,  ti]I 
experience  taught  me  other  wife. 

In  fuch  cafes,  which  unfortunately  oc- 
curred but  feldom,  an  univerfal  glow  was 
diffufed  over  the  whole  bodily  furface,  the 
ikin  became  more  florid,  and  a  free  per- 
fpiration  came  on  with  manifeft  relief, 
altho'  it  was  not  always  lafting. 

On  the  contraiy ;  thofe  who  were  flightly 
attacked  in  the  beginning,  often  had  a  return 
of  the  febrile  acceffion,  and  were  alter- 
D  7,  nately 
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nately  hot  and  cold  throughout  the  day, 
efpecially  if  the  pulfe  did  not  rife,  but  con- 
tinued quick  and  weak.  In  fuch,  the 
fever  did  not  run  high  j  the  tongue  being 
very  little  altered  from  its  natural  ftate; 
fometimes  it  was  even  moift  and  foft,  and 
the  thirft  veiy  inconfiderable ;  yet,  in 
the  end,  they  did  not  efcape  much  better 
than  others  where  it  was  more  violent. 

Thofe  of  lax  fibres  and  of  an  irritable, 
hyfterical  habit,  were  ofteneft  thus  alfedled  ; 
or  where  the  conftitution  was  much  weak- 
ened by  anxiety  of  mind,  or  a  preceding 
bad  ftate  of  health. 

Sometimes  the  thirfl:  was  great,  tho'  the 
tongue  had  generally  a  better  appearance 
in  the  beginning  than  is  common  in  other 
fevers,  for  it  was  feldom  black  or  very  foul ; 
but  as  the  difeafe  advanced,  became  white 
and  dry,  with  an  increafe  of  thirrt,  and  at 
lafl  was  harfli  and  of  a  brownifli  color  to- 
wards the  root,  where  it  was  coated  with 
infpiflated,  yellowifli  mucus. 

That 
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That  perfpiration  which  proved  falutary, 
overfpread  the  whole  body,  attended  with 
moifture  of  the  tongue  and  fauces,  and 
alfo  with  abatement  of  thirft,  ficknefs, 
and  head-ache ;  but  on  the  contrary,  where 
the  fweats  were  confined  to  the  breaft,  neck, 
and  face,  tho'  they  often  continued  to  the 
laft,  I  never  could  obferve  the  leaft  mitiga- 
tion of  fymptoms ;  fuch  partial  fweats 
being  the  effed:  of  weaknefs  and  febrile 
anxiety,  and  not  owing  to  any  critical  efforts 
of  nature. 

So  great  and  fudden  was  the  lofs  of 
ftrength,  that  very  few  of  the  patients  were 
able  to  turn  in  bed  without  affiftance,  even 
fo  early  as  the  firft  or  fecond'  day  after  the 
attack  ;  and  moft  of  them  continued  help-^ 
lefs  throughout  the  progrefs  of  difeafe. 

In  the  cold  fit,  the  pulfe  was  quick  and 
fmall,  and  the  pulfations  fo  feeble  and  in- 
diftind,  that  fometimes  I  was  hardly  able 
to  number  them  exadly.  When  the  hot 
fit  came  on,  tho*  it  was  then  more  full  and 

diftind, 
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diflind:,  it  ftill  remained  quick,  but  was 
feldom  hard  or  ftrong,  except  in  few  in-r 
fiances,  where  the  patient  was  young  and 
plethoric.  In  general,  it  would  beat  from 
ninety  to  one  hundred  and  thirty-feven  ftrokes 
in  a  minute ;  varying  by  turns  in  rtrength 
and  frequency  from  the  loweft  to  the  high- 
eft  of  thefe  numbers,  and  vice  verfa,  m 
proportion  to  the  ftrcngth  or  weaknefs  of 
the  habit,  and  violence  of  the  attack.  An 
excefs  or  defedt  of  the  natural  fecretions, 
the  ftate  of  mind,  with  many  other  acci- 
dental caufcs,  were  found  to  produce 
great  alteration  in  the  pulfe,  both  in  refpedl 
to  its  ftrength  and  quicknefs. 

The  fympathy  between  the  head  and 
ftomach  is  fo  great,  that  it  is  fomctimes 
difficult  to  diftinguilh  which  of  them  is 
firft  affeded  j  but  in  this  difeafe,  the  head- 
ache generally  precedes  the  ficknefs  at  fto- 
mach ;  where  the  laft  was  great,  the  pa- 
tient vomited  fpontaneouflyj  otherwife,  the 
naufea  continued  till  a  purging  began,  and 

then 
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then  ufually  ceafed.  The  laft  was  always 
moft  violent  when  nothing  had  previoufly 
been  rejeded  by  vomit. 

It  is  here  neceffary,  to  difl:ingui£h  this 
febrile  head-ache,  from  that  which  very 
commonly  happens  at  the  coming  of  milk, 
when  the  body  is  coftive, ;  the  iirft  may  be 
eftedlually  taken  away  by  cathartic  clyflers" 
and  laxatives. 

The  firft  attack  of  this  fever  is  fome- 
times  fo  violent,  that  in  many  refpedls, 
it  refembles  the  cholera  morbus ;  for  the 
pain,  licknefs,  and  buming  heat  in  the 
ftomach  and  bowels,  are  almoft  the  fame  ; 
and  bile,  in  great  profuiion,  is  difcharg- 
ed  upwards  and  downwards  j  tho'  in 
the  firft,  the  pulfe  is  more  quick  and 
weak. 

The  fluid  rejected  by  the  ftomach  was 
yellow  and  ropy,  and  feemed  to  be  a  mix- 
ture of  bile  with  large  quantities  of  gaf- 
tric  mucus ;  fometimes  it  was  green  and 
porraceous,  but  when  the  vomiting  con- 
tinued 
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tinned  till  an  advanced  ftate  of  the  difcafe, 
or  returned  towards  the  end  j  it  was  then 
watery  and  of  a  blackijh  color. 

The  ficknefs  at  ftomach  was  always 
much  relieved  by  vomiting  j  but  when  that 
abated,  a  violent  purging  came  on,  with 
fevere  gripings  and  pain  in  the  bowels. 

The  vomiting  attending  this  fever, 
Ihould  always  be  diftinguifhed  from  that 
which  often  accompanies  a  quick  labor 
from  violent  efforts  of  the  uterus ;  the 
laft  is  not  billious,  and  foon  goes  off  after 
delivery,  without  any  bad  confequence  or 
fubfequent  fever. 

hx.  the  beginning  of  diarrhaea,  the 
ftools  w^ere  yellow,  frothy,  and  mixed 
with  mucus;  fometimes  they  were  greenifh, 
but  towards  the  end  of  the  difeafe,  at 
which  time  they  often  became  involuntary, 
they  were  blackifh,  foetid,  and  more  dilute, 
refembling  the  color  of  mofs  isoatcr, 

I  never  faw  this  fever  appear  with  any 
degree  of  violence,  but  it  was  always  at.- 

t ended 
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tended  with  an  obftinate  diarrhiea ;  many 
of  the  patients  had  eight  or  ten  evacu- 
ations in  fix  or  eight  hours,  which  were 
followed  by  fliort  intervals  of  eafe  ;  but 
neither  the  quicknefs  of  pulfe,  thirft,  nor 
any  of  the  febrile  fymptoms  were  in  the 
ieaft  abated  by  the  difcharge,  althc/*  it  was 
fo  frequent  and  profufe. 

In .  fliort,  the  diarrhaea  was  evidently 
fymptomaticy    and  only  procured  a  refpite 
from  pain  by  evacuating  the  offending 
bile  :  It  depended  fo  very  much  upon  the 
fever,  that  whenever  it  obftinately  con- 
tinued, the  diarrhaea  remained  unconquer- 
able ;  and  even  altho*  that  feemed  to  abate 
for  a  time,  as  in  the  cafe  of  Juliana  Hhomp^ 
forty  it  often  came  on  again  with  violence, 
and  fo  continued  till  the  patient's  death, 
whenever  there  was  a  return  of  the  febrile 
acceilion. 

PI  ere,  the  diarrhoea  feemed  plainly  to 
arife  from  the  effed:  of  fever,  which  in- 
creafes  irritability  of  all  the  abdominal 

vifcera 
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vifcera,  and  renders  them  more  liable  to 
pain  and  iniiammation.  The  immoderate 
fecretion  of  bile,  was  alfo  manifeftly  the 
efFedt,  and  not  the  caufe  of  fever :  which 
from  Its  acrimony  and  redundance  in^ 
creafed  the  purging,  by  ftimulating  the 
inteftines  to  expel  their  contents.  On  the 
contrary,  when  the  pulfe  abated  in  fre- 
quency, arid  the  inflammatory  fymptoms 
fubfided ;  the  purging  was  proportionally 
lefs,  and  even  when  it  continued  longer 
than  ufual,  it  was  not  then  attended  with 
the  fame  lofs  of  ftrength,  but  appeared 
fimply  colliquative. 

About  the  fecond  day  after  the  cold  fit, 
the  patient  complained  much  of  pain  at 
the  pit  of  her  ftomach,  darting  down  to- 
wards the  navel,  and  fometimes  from 
thence  to  the  fhort  ribs  and  fides ;  Now 
and  then,  as  the  difeafe  advanced,  fome 
had  acute  pain  under  the  fhoulder-blade, 
which  ftruck  obliquely  downwards  and 
forwards,  from  the  thorax  to  the  ftomach  ; 

thefe 
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•thefe  pains  were  always  moft  violent  and 
intolerable  during  infpiration,  which  be- 
came interrupted  and  defultory,  or  in 
thefe  other  words,  they  breathed  with 
difficulty  and  as  it  were  by  jirks.  Some 
had  a  cough,  which  generally  was  moft 
troublefome  in  decHne  of  the  difeafe. 

In '  feveral,  the  belly  began  to  fwell 
about  the  third  or  fourth  day,  from  com- 
mencement of  the  fever,  and  became  ex- 
tremely tenfe  and  prominent,  as  in  the  cafe 
of  'Juliana  T^hompjon  and  Margaret  Walker^ 
both  of  whom  died.  Whenever  this  fwellr- 
ing  came  on  whilft  the  purging  continued, 
.-and  efpecially  if  it  clofely  followed  the 
pain,  extending  from  the  ftomach  to  the 
navel ;  as  far  as  I  had  an  opportunity  to 
obferve,  it  was  always  a  ?nortal  Jign  j  for 
not  one  of  them  recovered  who  were  thus 
affeded. 

This  morbid  enlargement  and  tenfion 
of  the  abdomen  fupervening  the  pain  at 
umbilical  region,  fliould,  however,  be  dif- 

tinguifhed 
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tinguiflied  from  accidental  fwelling  of 
the  belly  from  confinement  of  air  in  the 
inteftines,  which  fometimes  happens  by  a 
fudden  ceffation  of  the  purging,  and 
which  will  foon  go  off  without  danger 
by  the  ufe  of  laxative  medicines. 

About  this  period  of  difeafe,  the 
patient  had  a  wi7d,  dijlrejjed,  eagar  cou?i- 
t e nance y  and  trembling  hand ;  a  fixed 
crimfon  color  appeared  in  her  cheeks ;  her 
lips  were  of  a  livid  hue,  and  her  nojlrils 
ienfe  a?id  expanded.  When  thefe  fymptoms 
prevailed  with  violence,  neither  art  nor 
nature  were  fufKcient  to  procure  relief. 

.  ^he  Lochia  from  frfi  to  lafly  were  not  ob- 
JiruBedy  nor  deficient  in  quantiiyy  neith^ 
did  the  quality  of  this  difcharge  feem  to 
be  in  the  leafl  altered  from  its  natural 
ilate ;  a  prefumption  that  the  uterus  was 
not  at  all  affected.  Of  this  circumflance 
I  was  convinced,  by  making  confiderable 
prelfure  above  the  pubcs  with  my  hand, 
which  did  not  occaiion  pain ;    but  when 

the 
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the  fame  degree  of  preffure  was  applied 
higher,  between  the  ftomach  and  unbili- 
cal  region,  it  became  intolerable* 

Hence  it  appears,  that  the  uterus  is  not 
originally  affeEiedy  fo  as  to  produce  this 
fever,  neither  does  it  ufually  fiifFer  by  fyra- 
pathy,  in  proportion  with  the  other  parts, 
as  will  be  more  evidently  fhewn  hereafter. 

^he  fecretion  of  Milk  was  generally  i?t- 
terrupted  by  attack  of  the  cold  fit,  and 
fometimes  it  was  almoft  taken  away  i  at 
other  times  it  continued  in  a  moderate 
degree  for  feveral  days  after,  even  'till 
within  a  fhort  time  of  the  patient's  death. 

A  flight  chillnefs  iifually  precedes 
the  coming  of  milk,  which  is  often  mif- 
takeh  for  that  morbid  Ihivering  with 
which  this  fever  commences ;  but  with  a 
little  care,  it  will  not  b»  difficult  to  diftin- 
guilh  the  one  from  the  other ;  for,  the 
firft  happens  before  the  milk  is  coUedted, 
and  is  ufually  followed  by  a  plentiful  flow 
of  itj  but   the  lafl;,  generall  comes  on 

after 
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after  a  fecrction  of  that  fluid  is  begimV 
which  not  unfrequently  afterwards  carries 
it  off.  From  miftakes  of  this  kind,  I  have 
fometimes  be&n  called  in  where  there  was 
no  occafion  j  for  when  the  difeafe  was  rifej 
and  many  died,  the  leaft  appearance  of  it 
Was  very  alarming  to  child-bed  women^ 
and  thofe  about  them.  Indeed,  when  a 
flight  degree  of  this  morbid  fliivering 
comes  on  exa(5tly  at  the  time  of  milk-^ 
fever,  a  very  good  judge  might  then  be 
mifl:akenj  but  a  due  attention  to  the  na* 
ture  and  violence  of  the  fy mptoms  which 
fpeedily  follow,  will  foon  fet  him  right. 

Now  and  then  there  was  a  little  diffi- 
culty in  paflihg  urine,  but  this  was 
merely  an  accidental  fymptom,  and  not 
peculiar  to  the  difeafe ;  for  it  often  hap- 
pens after  laborious  cafes,  where  the  neck 
of  the  bladder  is  flightly  injured. 

The  urine  was  fmaller  in  quantity  than 
iifualj  when  cold,  it  was  generally  red- 
difli  and  high  coloured  at  the  beginning  of 

the 
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the  difeafe,  and  often  without  the  leaft 
reparation  or  fediment ;  but  as  it  advanced, 
there  was  fometimes  a  whitifh  cloud  in  it, 
which  floated  near  the  furface,  and  when 
more  crude  and  denfe,  funk  towards  the 
bottom.  It  was  alfo  now  and  then  of  a 
whey-color,  with  a  whitifh  oily  pellicle 
on  the  top,  and  when  it  depojSted  fediment, 
it  was  generally  chalky  and  not  lateritious. 
But  the  appearance  of  urine  was  continually 
varying,  and  afforded  very  little  informa- 
tion in  the  cure ;  for  in  fome  of  thofe 
where  the  fediment  was  copious,  though 
the  bark  was  immediately  adminiflered, 
the  fever  returned  and  the  patient  died. 

They  had  very  little  appetite  for  food,  and 
no  profound,  natural  refl;  their  (lumbers 
broken,  being  diflurbed  by  frequent  moan- 
ing and  ftartings;  when  they  waked  they 
feem'd  confufed,  and  not  in  the  leafl  refrefh- 
ed ;  they  generally  flept  with  the  mouth 
open,  and  their  eyes  were  only  half  clofed. 


A  per- 
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A  perfe<ft  crijis  feldom  happened  in  this 
fever;    it  takes  fueh  fevere  hold  of  the 
conftitution  at  its  firfi:  attack,  that  the  vital 
powers  languifli,  and  are  unable  to  pro* 
duce  that  falutary  evelnt.    The  fiippuration 
of  the  omentum  may;,  indeed,  be  looked 
upon  as  a  critical  abfcefs,  though  of  the 
unfavourable  kind ;  it  feems  to  be  an  un- 
fucefsful  endeavour  of  nature  to  free  her- 
felf  from  the  morbid  caufe  j  but,  wanting 
fuflScient  ftrength  to  throw  it  to  the  fur- 
face  of  the  body,  it  falls  upon  the  interior 
parts  elTential  to  life,  and  therefore  una- 
voidable becorr>es  mortal. 

Sometimes  there  was  a  manifeft  remif- 
fion  of  the  fymptoms,  but  where  that  was 
not  attended  with  univerfal  fweat  or  co- 
pious difcharge  of  turbid  urine,  it  was  fel- 
dom lafting ;  in  Ihort,  when  the  fecretions 
are  only  partially  promoted,  the  crifis  is  im- 
perfed,  and  the  patient  is  fubjed  to  relapfe. 

Some  of  thofe  who  furvived,  recovered 
very  flowly>  and  were  affeded  with  wan- 
dering 
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dering  pains  and  paralytic  numbnefs  of  the 
limbs,  like  that  of  chronic  rheumatifm. 
Some  had  critical  abfcelles  in  the  mufcular 
parts  of  the  body,  which  were  a  long  time 
in  coming  to  fuppuration,  and  when  broke, 
difcharged  fanioiis  ichor  j  as  in  the 'cafe  of 
Elizabeth  Walters.  Others  were  affedted  by 
a  flow  remitting  fever,  with  ^reat  lofs  of 
ftrength  and  dejection  of  fpirits  ;  and  feve- 
ralwere  fo  helplefs  and  enervated,  that  they 
had  involuntary  ftools  a  confiderable^tijiie 
after  the  dangerous  fymptoms  were  over. 

When  the  difeafe  proved  mortal,  the  pa- 
tient generally  died  on  the  i  oth  or  eleventh 
day  from  the  attack  :  The  longeft  I  rhave 
known  any  one  furvive,  was  Juliana 
T'hompjon  who  lived  fifteen  days  j  and  the 
fhorteft  time  of  being  cut  off,  was.jU^.i,the 
cafe  of  Harriot  Uruman,  who  lived  only 
five  days.  Moft  of  them  had  the  clear  and 
diflind  ufe  of  their  fenfes  to  the  laft,  and 
generally  expired  calmly,  without  any  ap- 
parent agony  or  convulfive  flruggle. 

?  As 
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As  they  were  more  and  more  exhaiift- 
ed,  and  within  a  few  hours  of  death  ;  the 
pulfe  became  exceedingly  quick,  and  weak, 
and  at  laft  was  infenfibly  loft  in  a  tr-e- 
mulous  flutter. 

Many  authors,  particularly  Van  Swieten^ 
and  Levret,  fuppofed  this  fever  w^as  occa- 
fioned  by  metajiajis,  from  morbid  tranfla- 
tion  of  corrupted  milk,  or  putrid  ob^rudled 
lochia,  to  the  brain,  or  contents  of  the 
thorax  and  abdomen;  which  there  produced 
fuch  difeafes  as  were  peculiar  to  thofe  parts, 
viz.  head-ache,  vertigo  and  delirium  in  the 
firfl: ;  and  in  the  two  laft,  inflammation  of 
the  lungs,  or  pleura ;  naufea  and  vomitings, 
with  diarrhaea  and  pain  in  the  bowels. 
Others  again  with  Hoffman,  imagine  -that 
it  arifes  chiefly  from  inflammation  of  the 
uterus. 

Thefe  have  generally  been  aflfented  to,  as 
the  moft  probable  caufes  hitherto  afllgned. 
but  it  will -appear  from  the  following  obfer^ 
vations,  they  are    exceptionable  and  in- 

ad- 
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adequate  in  the  highefl  degree,  and  not  at 
all  confident  with  the  true  nature  of  the 
difeafe. 

To  quote  a  multitude  of  authors  for  no 
other  reafon  than  fliewing  their  errors, 
would  not  only  be  ufelefs  but  invidious  :  I 
lhall  therefore  only  confider  the  dodrine  of 
thofe  refpedtable  modern  writers  already 
mentioned  j  and  the  more  particularly,  as 
their  opinions  have  long  and  principally  pre- 
vailed, and  in  a  manner  fuperceded  all  the 
reft. 

That  the  feveral  circumftances  which 
relate  to  the  caufe  of  this  difeafe  may 
become  more  apparent ;  it  will  be  ne- 
cefTary  to  confider  when,  and  in  what  man- 
ner, milk  is  drained  off  in  the  breafts, 
what  are  its  qualities  when  pure,  or  vitiated; 
and  alfo  to  attend  to  the  nature  of  the  locbial 
difcharge. 

About  the  third  day  after  delivery,  the 
patient  is  reftlefs,  and  complains  of  a  cold, 
thrilling  fenfation  towards  her  b^ick  and 

E  '2^  loins. 
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loins,  fucceeded  by  feverifli  heat ;  the  face 
becomes  florid,  the  pulfe  n)ore  full  and  fre- 
quent, and  at  laft  the  breafts  begin  to  throb 
and  enlarge,  by  what  is  ufually  called  the 
coming  of  milk.  This  flight  commotion 
or  milk  fever,  which  feems  to  arife  from  a 
change  of  circulation,  is  generally  termi- 
nated in  the  fpace  of  twenty  four  hours,  by 
a  warm,  critical  fweat ;  or  if  the  milk  is  fud- 
denly  repelled,  by  a  diarrhaea,  in  confe- 
quence  of  which,  the  febrile  fymptoms 
gradually  go  oflT. 

Va^  Swieten  fuppofes,  that  this  fever  is 
alfo  partly  owing  to  abforptioi)  of  lochia^ 
which  about  this  time  becomes  purulent. 

Where  milk  thus  fecreted  is  not  vitiated 
by  feverifli  heat  of  the  body,  or  corrupted 
by  remaining  too  long  in  the  breafts,  it  may 
be  kbforbed  and  taken  into  the  blood  with- 
out any  bad  confequence  ;  for  milk  being 
nothing  but  chyle  exalted  and  rendered  finer 
by  pafling  through  the  lactiferous  glands, 
and  being  the  proper  npurifliment  of  all 

animals. 
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animals,  it  will  eafily  mix  with,  and  be 
aflimilated  into  blood ;  and  fince  every  wo- 
man after  delivery  cannot  fuckle  her  child  ; 
nature  has  fo  formed  thofe  organs  as  to  dif- 
pofe  of  milk  in  this  manner,  when  pure,' 
without  injury  to  the  conftitution. 

If  ever,  therefore,  the  Child-bed  Fever  is 
occafionedby  a  reflux  of  milk,  that  can  only 
happen  after  it  has  been  deprived  of  its 
balmy  quahty,  by  too  great  a  degree  of 
animal  heat,  or  ftagnating  too  long  in  its 
veffels:  Wljereas,  this  difeafe  is  fometimes 
lb  fuddenly  produced,  and  attended  with 
fuch  remarkable  and  inftantaneous  lofs  of 
flrength,  as  appears  by  a  hiftory  of  the 
fymptoms,  that  there  is  great  reafon  to 
believe  its  firft  impreffion  is  made  upon  the 

^nerves,  or  vital  powers  of  the  bodyj  be- 
fore   there  is    fufficient   time   for  the 
fecretion  of  milk,  or  any  morbid  change 
of  that  fluid. 
Levret  obferves,  that  this  tranflation  of 

milky  matter  ufualy  happens,  about  a  fort- 

E  3  night 
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night  after  the  difappearance  of  milk  * ;  and 
Van  Snneten  afferts,  that  experience  con- 
firms this  obfervation  f.  But  could  it  only 
be  fatisfad-orily  proved,  that  fuch  tranfla- 
tion  of  vitiated  milk  never  happened  ear- 
lier than  the  time  they  have  mentioned ; 
it  would  then  fufficiently  refute  the  opinion 
of  thofe,  whofuppofe  it  the  principal  caufe 
of  the  difeafe  in  queftion ;  fince  I  believe, 
no  inftance  can  be  produced  where  it  came 
on  fo  late  as  the  fourteenth  day ;  for  not- 
withftanding  what  Hippocrates  mentions 
concerning  the  wife  of  Pilinus,  who  was 
feized  with  rigor onxho.  fourteenth  day  after 
delivery,  followed  with  obll:rud:ion  lochia ; 
her  cafe  does  not  appear  to  have  been  at  all 
fimilar  to  that  under  confideration ;  a  rigor 
being;  common  to  other  fevers  as  well  as 
that  peculiar  to  Child-bed  women,  and  the 
lochia^  not  being  obftrudted  in  puerperal 
fever. 

It 

*  L'art  des  Accouch.  p.  150. 

'+  Van  Switttv^  Commcntar.  in  Her.  Bocrhaav  Aphor. 
Vol.  W,  p.  6io. 
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It  Cclnnot  be  doubted  but  milk,  may  be- 
come depraved  by  various  caufes.  Eating 
or  drinking  things  improper,  expoling 
the  body  to  cold"  air,  the  excefTes  of 
anger  or  fear,  will  often  difturb  this  fecre- 
tion,  and  occafion  milk  to  ftagnate  too  long 
in  the  breafts ;  hence  its  natural  qualities 
may  be  changed,  fo  as  to  tender  it  perni-*- 
cious ;  and  confequently,  if  it  fhould  be  re- 
affumed  into  the  mafs  of  blood  in  this 
vitiated  ftate,  it  will  diforder  the  body,  and 
create  fever,  which,  however,  in  general,  is 
foon  .^carried  off  by  fome  critical  evacuation, 
as  dlarhoea,  or  miliary  eruption.  But  being 
too  long  retained  in  the  ladiferous  dudts,  it 
much  oftner  brings  on  abfcefs  of  thebreaft 
itfelf.  Such  fever,  therefore,  is  very  effen- 
tially  different  from  Child-bed  Fever ;  the 
firft  being  infinitely  more  mild  in  its  fymp- 
toms,  and  for  the  moft  part  void  of  danger, 
for  I  never  yet  knew  one  die  in  confequence 
of  it. 

E  4  Levret 
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Lev  ret  alfo  has  obferved,  that  where  the 
milk  fuddenly  difappeared  at  the  beginning 
of  difeafe,  and  afterwards  foon  returned, 
the  patient  was  reheved.  But,  whenever 
this  circumftance  happens  with  mitigation  of 
the  fymptoms,  there  is  great  reafon  to  beheve 
it  is  owing  to  a  ceffation  of  the  febrile  caufe 
which  no  longer  interrupts  the  fecretion  of 
that  fluid,  and  which,  therefore  will  na- 
turally return. 

When  the  breafls  fubfide,  and  milk  gra- 
dually goes  off,  or  is  fuddenly  repelled,  in 
thofe  who  do  not  intend  to  fuckle  j  the 
lochial  dif charge  may  be  obferved  to  increafe 
and  become  more  frefh  and  fanguineous ; 
and  alfo  continues  longer  than  in  thofe 
who  do.    It  therefore  appears,  that  at  this 
time,  a  plethora  prevails  in  the  conftitu- 
tion,    which   may  fall  upon  the  interior 
velfels,  jvvhen  the  milk  does  not  freely  pafs 
through  the  glands  of  the   brealls;  or 
even  Ihould  no  milk  be  ftrained  off,  the 
\\  ant  of  it  will  difpofe  the  habit  to  a  pletho- 
ric 
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ticftate.  Fof  this  reafon,  women  who  do 
not  fuckle,  are  vifited  with  a  return  of 
menfes,  even  fometimes  fo  early  as  the 
fifth  week  after  delivery  ;  whereas,  in  thofe 
who  give  fuck,  they  are  naturally  wanting 
for  feveral  months  i 

Hence  alfo  it  is  manifeft,  that  the  female 
organs,  after  a  certain  age,  are  fo  difpofed  as 
to  prepare  a  larger  quantity  of  blood  than  is 
neceffary  for  the  fupport  and  nourifhment  of 
the  woman's  body,  which  in  the  time  of 
uterine  geftation,  is  confumed  by  the  foetus, 
and  after  delivery,  by  the  child  at  the  breafl; 
but  that  this  redundant  quantity  might  not 
incommode  the  conllitution,  when  flie  is 
not  pregnant ;  provident  nature  has  ordered 
it  to  pafs  off  by  the  vefTels  of  the  uterus, 
every  month. 

Milk  indeed,  is  not  ftrained  off  from  the 
blood  -i  but,  as  the  feparation  of  that  fluid 
deprives  the  woman's  body  of  fo  much  c/jy/e, 
which  would  otherwife  be  converted  into 

blood ; 
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blood ;  the  confequence,  in  refpect  to  her 
general  habit,  or  fullnefs  of  the  vcfTdt;, 
will  be  precifely  the  fame. 

Prefuming,  therefore,  that  fucklmg  after 
delivery,  wouldleffen  the  tendency  to  inflam*- 
mation  and  fever,  by  diminifliing  the  fulnefs 
of  the  uterine  velTels,  as  well  as  thofe  of 
the  contiguous  vifcera  j  an  order,  which  had 
formerly  been  made  by  the  governors  of  the 
Wejlminjler  Lying-in  HofpitaU  at  my  re- 
queft,  that  every  patient  during  her  ftay  in 
the  houfe,  fliould  fuckle  her  child,  was  at 
this  time,  more  particularly  infifted  upon. 
For  if  the  difeafe  was  occafioned  by  tran- 
flation  of  milk  to  the  interior  parts  ;  it 
would  then  follow,  that  women  who  had 
plenty  of  that  fluid,  and  in  whom  it  was 
freely  difcharged  by  fuckling,  would  of  all 
others,  be  the  leall:  fubjed:  to  it ;  but  even 
this  caution  was  infufficient  to  fecure  them 
from  the  fever  ;  for  many  who  had  plenty 
of  milk,  and  fuckled  their  infants,  were 
alfo  invaded  by  it. 

But 
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But  to  come  to  PraBical faSis :  In  many 
women,  there  was  a  plentiful  fecretion  of 
milk,  which  continued  till  the  fever  was 
confiderably  advanced,  and  fometimes  it 
lafted  'till  within  a  day  or  two  of  their 
death ;  in  fome  few,  where  the  milk  was 
either  fmall  in  quantity,  or  totally  deficient, 
no  fuch  fever  appeared  ;  and  in  thofe  cafes 
where  it  did,  it  generally  came  on  before 
there  was  any  want  of  milk  ;  w^hich  there- 
fore, was  evidently  the  effe^j  and  not  the 
caufe  of  Child-bed  Fever. 

Befides  j  if  this  fever  was  owing  to  a 
tranflation  of  milk  from  the  breafts,  it 
would  alfo  frequently  happen  to  wornen 
who  wean  their  children  at  the  end  of  feven 
or  eight  months,  which  is  contrary  to  all  ex- 
perience. The  cafe  mentioned  by  VanSwie-' 
ten,  of  fuch  morbid  abforption  of  that 
fluid,  in  a  woman  a  whole  year  after  de- 
livery, in  whofe  pelvis,  milky  matter  was 
found,  only  proves  what  poffibly  may,  and 
not  what  ufually  happens. 

Indeed 
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Indeed,  from  the  moft  careful  examination 
of  the  morbid  appearances,  in  the  fevcral 
bodies  which  were  opened,  I   have  the 
greateft  reafon  to  beheve,  that  what  has 
iifuaHy  been  taken  for  coagulated  milk,  lying 
on  the  furface  of  the  intcftines,  is  nothing 
but  pure  matter     owing  to  fuppuration 
of  the  omentumy  and  therefore  of  a  pecuhar 
kind ;   having  a  more  white,  denfe  and 
curd-like  appearance,  than  that  of  common 
matter.    As  to  what  is  called  ferum  ladiis, 
it  feems  to  be  only  a  purulent  whey-co- 
lored fluid  colledled  in  the  cavity  of  the 
abdomen y  hy  jnorbid  traiifudation  from  the 
inflamed  vifcera ;  or  lymplj  become  putrid 
by  ftagnating  too  long  there,  from  a  defed 
of  abforbing  power  in  the  lymphatic  veflels. 

The  next  principal  caufe  affigned  for  the 
produdtion  of  this  fever,  is  obJtru£lion  of 
lochia,  and  a  morbid  tranflation  of  that  fluid 
to  the  internal  parts. 

Due  attention  to  the  nature  of  that  dif- 
chargc  from  the  uterus  called  lochiuy  which 

is 
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is  the  natural  confequence  of  delivery,  will 
be  moft  lively  to  difcover  whether  it  cari 
have  any  fhare  in'  producing  this  fever  or 
not. 

Soon  as  a  ehiM  is  born,  the  placenta 
which,  during  pregnancy,^  ferved  as  a  me-? 
diuni  of  intercourfe  between  the  mother  and 
it,  then  becomes  a  lifelefs  mafs  without  cir-? 
culation  or  further  ufe  j  and  therefore  is 
afterwards  expelled  by  the  gradual  contrac- 
tion of  "the -v^timb.  As  the  fep^ration  of 
this  vafcular  cake  fromthez/'/m^j'is  obferved 
to  be  more  eafy  at  the  end  of  nine  months, 
than  ill  thofe  cafes  where  the  birth  is  pre- 
mature ;  this  animal  procefs  may  with  rea- 
fon  be  fuppofed  analogous  to  the  dropping 
off  of  ripe  fruit  from  a  tree. 

The  lochia  thefefore,is  nothing  more  than 
fimplc  difcharge  from  all  thofe  velfels 
which  are  torn  afunder  by  a  feparation  of 
the  placenta  from  the  womb,  and  does  not 
naturally  partake  of  any  fanious  or  malignant 
quality,  as  generally  fuppofed  ;  for  all  the 

circum- 
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circumftances  attending  it,  exadlly  corrcf- 
pond  with  what  is  obferved  to  happen  after 
receiving  a  frefh  wound  in  any  part  of  the 
body ;  confequently,  pure  blood  will  firft 
efcape  from  thofe  ruptured  velTels,  and  af- 
terwards a  more  dilute  and  colorlefs  fluid, 
like  ferum.  About-  the  third  or  fourth 
day  the  difchrrge  generally  becomes  flightly 
purulent,  the  uterus  contracts,  and  returns 
to  its  unimpregnated  ftate,  the  orifices  of 
the  feveral  veflels  are  gradually  clofed,  and 
the  lochia  totally  ceafe. 

Dr.  Hunter^  by  whofe  refearches,  anato- 
mical knowledge  has  been  much  im- 
proved, was  the  firfl  who  difcovered  that 
the  exterior  membrane  of  the  bag  contain- 
ing the  child,  called falfe  chorioUy  is  derived 
from  the  uterus  -,  and .  as  it  falls  off  from 
thence  like  a  kind  of  exuvice  or  flough,  at 
each  fucceeding  birth,  he  gives  it  the  name 
of  r/iemhrana  decidua. 

By  means  of  lochial  difcharge,  the  inter- 
nal furface  of  uterus  is  freed   from  the 

putrid 
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putrid  remains  of  falfe  chorion,  which  dif- 
folves  and  comes  away  in  a  fluid  ftate  ;  and 
fince  there  is  nothing  in  its  quality  but 
what  is  common  to  the  digeftion  of  a  frefli 
wound ;  it  is  not  rational  to  fuppofe  it  can 
produce  fever  fo  deftrudive  to  child-bear- 
ing women,  eveti  allowing  it  to  be  ob- 
ftrudied. 

I  have  often  obferved  the  lochia  fmall  in 
quantity,  and  at  other  times  redundant, 
without  any  bad  confequence  :  This  feems 
chiefly  to  depend  upon  the  difference  of 
habit  in  diflerent  women,  and  a  lax  or  tenfe 
toe  of  the  uterine  fibres  ;  fo  that  the  indi- 
cation of  dauger  is  not  to  be  taken  from  the 
quantity  of  difcharge,  but  the  fymp- 
toms  attending  it ;  and  where  there  is  no 
pain,  inflammation,  or  fever,  in  the  firfl 
cafe,  or  lofs  of  flrength  in  the  laft  j  it 
would  be  highly  improper  to  give  medicines 
either  to  promote  or  reflrain  it. 

Befides  this  error  of  direding  remedies 
where  non^  are  necelTary  ;  there  is  another 

fo 
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fo  prevailing  in  pradlice,  and  fo  pernicious 
in  itfelf,  that  it  deferves  to  be  remarked,  viz. 
that  of  giving  em?nenagogue  on  uterine  me-, 
dicines,  as  they  are  call'd,  to  promote  the 
lochia ;  for,  thofe  being  chiefly  of  the  heat- 
ing kind,  as  ^/c?£'j-  and  pu/v.  e  myrrh,  c.  or 
fuch  as   a(5l  by  their  powerful  effluvia, 
as  ajfafcetid.  cajiory  and  the  like,  are  fo  far 
from  being  proper,  even  where  obftrudion 
prevails,  that  they  are  manifeftly  injurious, 
and  would  be  as  dangerous  to  the  patient, 
under  fuch  circumftances,  as  forcing  medi- 
cines given  in  nephritic  cafes,  during  the 
height    of  pain  and  inflammation.  In 
fliort,  all  irritating  medicines  are  improper, 
in  every  painful  or  inflammatory  affedtion 
of  the  uterus t  and  are  therefore  to  be  re- 
jedled;  gentle  evacuations,  plentiful  dilu- 
tion, and  cooling  regimen,  being  the  reme- 
dies on  which  we  are  to  depend 

When  the  lochial  difcharge  becomes  foe- 
tid, it  has  generally  been  looked  upon  as  a 
dangerous  fign  ;  but  as  I  have  obferved  it 

happen 
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liappen  without  any  bad  confequence,  I  am 
inclined  to  think  it  rather  owing  to  the  ad- 
mi^on  of  air,  into  the  cavity  of  the  uterus 
and  the  torruption  of  grumoiis  blood  con- 
tained there,  than  to  any  putrid  difpofition 
in  the  habit  of  body  j  however,  it  will  cer- 
tainly '  be  right  to  promote  tlie  difcharge 
of  fuch  confined  fordesy  foon  as  poffible  ; 
which  may  be  effedually  done,  by  the  gen- 
tle, alternate  prefTure  of  the  hand  applied  ot 
the  region  of  the  uterus,  according  to  th^ 
method  laid  down  by  Dujje.'^ 

Ruyfch  fuppofed  that  the  fluid  found  in 
the  ahdomeriy  like  the  wafliings  of  flefh, 
orcormpted/<3^-i»/^,  was  fqueezed  from  the 
uterus,  through  the  Fallopian  tubes  •,  \  but 
in  all  thofe  bodies  who  were  opened,  I 
never  faw  the  leaft  quantity  of  fuch  fluid 
in  the  uterus ,  nor  could  obferve  any  thing 
to  favor  fo  improbable  a  conjuncture. 

F  When 
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When  the  uterus  was  laid  open,  it  had, 
indeed,  at  firft  view,  the  appearance  of  a 
part  difpofed  to  become  gangrenous;  but 
this  was  only  owing  to  a  cpnfiderable  quan- 
tity of  membrana  decidua  or  falfe  chorion 
adhering  to  its  infernal  furface ;  for  when 
I  had  wiped  away  this  mortified  flough  with 
a  wet  fpunge,  it  was  perfedly  found  and  in 
its  natural  flate.  In  the  cafe  of  Ann  Simms 
the  OS  uteri  was  fomewhat  livid  and  black, 
but  her  labor  having  been  difficult,  that 
was  probably  owing  to  the  violence  fuftained, 
and  not  to  any  tendency  in  the  difeafe  itfelf 
to  produce  fuch  efFed  ;  for,  notwithftand- 
ing  difcoloration  of  the  part,  it  did  not  ma- 
nife'ft  the  leaft  degree  of  putrid  diflolution, 
but  preferved  its  cohefion  and  natural  firm- 
nefs.  Caution  is  therefore  neceffary,  not 
to  regard  appearances  as  morbid,  which 
arife  from  accidental  caufes,  or  fuch  as  are 

ftrii5lly  natural.  ^ 

Fever  brought  on  by  injlammation  of  the 
uterus,  has  often  been  confounded  with 

Cliild- 
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Child-Bed  Fever:    but  thofe  difeafes  are 
Very  effentiallj  different,    although  they 
both  require  the  fame  .method  of  treatment. 
When  the  uterus  is  inflamed,  it  fome- 

times  becomes  gangrenous  ;  the  head  is 

1 

affeded  with  paiuj  delirium  ufually  attends 
this  fever,  and-the  uterine  region  is  fo  exqui- 
fitely  fenfible,  as  to  render  the  gentleft 
prefTure  intolerable  :    But  on  the  contrary, 
ill  Child^Bed  Fever,  the  head  is  fiot  dif- 
ordered,  the  uterus  is  feldom  affeded  with 
pain,  inflamma^^tion,  or  gangrene,  nor  doth 
ufually  attend. 
Befides  thefe  general  figns  of  i/ijla?ned 
uterus,  there  are  others  more  fully  men- 
tioned by  JEtius  than  any  other  writer, 
which  particularly  point  out  the  affeded 
parts.    When  the/;//2^///j-  z^/m  is  inflamed, 
there  is  great  heat,   throbbing,  and  pain 
above  the  pubes ;    if  its  pofl:erior  part,  the  ' 
pain  is  more  confined  to  the  loins  and 
return,  with  tenefmus ;  if  its  anterior  part, 
it  flioots  from  thence  towards  the  neck  of 
F  2  ,  the 
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the  bladder,  and  is  attended  with  frequent 
irritation  to  make  water,  which  is  voided 
with  difficulty ;  and  if  its  fides  or  ova- 
ria  are  affeded,  the  pains  will  then  dart  to 
inflde  of  the  thighs. 

Inflammation  of  the  uterus^  which  often 
arifes  from  a  greater  degree  of  violence  ap- 
plied to  this  part  than  its  natural  ftrudure 
can  bear,  will  generally  bring  on  obftrudlion 
of  lochia ;    and  on  the  eontraiy,  obftruc- 
tion  of  lochia  may  produce  inflammation  of 
uterus but  although  fuch  local  affec- 
tion may  create  fever ;   it  feldom  proves 
mortal,  without  the  inflammation  is  vi- 
olent, and  terminates  in  gangrene.    In  the 
firftcafe,  the  orifices  of  veflbls  opening 
into  its  cavity,  are  fliut  up,  confequently 
the  difcharge,  will  be  obftruded,  and  not 
return  till  the  tenfion  is  removed  by  bleeding, 
laxatives,  and  plentiful  dilution ;  in  the  laft, 
they  are  fuppofed  to  be  obftruded,  and 
therefore,  opiates,  the  ^varm  bath,  with 
emollient  clyfters  will  be  moft  likely  to 
afford  relief.  SECTION. 
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SECTION.  11. 

Pradiical  Obfervations  an^ Inferences  arifing 
from  the  Hijiory  of Difeafy  with  the  Methods 
moji  conducive  to  its  Cure. 

''"J^HE  fiidden  change  produced  in  the  ha- 
bit, by  the  efFedl  of  delivery,  and  that 
alteration  in  the  courfe  of  blood,  which 
necefTarily  happens  from  contradion  of  the 
utnusy  feem  to  be  the  principal  reafons 
why  the  abdominal  vifccra,  are  at  this  time, 
fo  liable  to  infa?nmation. 

When  preffure  of  the  gravid  uterus  is 
fuddenly  taken  off  from  the  aorta  defcen^ 
densy  after  delivery ;  refinance  to  the  im- 
pulfe  of  blood  paffing  through  all  the  veffels 
derived  from  it,  and  deftributed  to  the  con- 
tiguous vifcera,  will  be  corjfiderably  lefTened; 
it  will  therefore  rufh  into  thofe  veflels  with 
a  fuperior  force,  and  by  putting  them  vi- 
olently on  the  ftretch,  will  occafion  pain, 
inflammation  and  fever  j  particularly  in  the 
F  3  omentum 
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omentum  and  intefiines:^  where  they  are  nu-  * 
merous  and  moft  yielding ;  and  this  is  moro 
probable,   becaiife  thofe   arteries,  before 
they  enter  the  vifcera,  are  diverted  of  their 
ftrong,  external  coat. 

That  fach  change  of  circulation  adlually 
happens  is  manifeft  from  thofe  faintings 
which  fojnetimes  follow  fudden  delivery  ; 
for,  when  the  long  continued  preffure  of 
the  uterus  is  removed,  the  blood  by  gufli- 
ing  into  the  inferior  vefTels,  will  for  a  time» 
deprive  the  heart  and  brain  of  their  ufual 
quantity. 

This  contradien  of  the  womb,  alfo  ren- 
ders its  vefTels  impervious  to  that  blood, 
which  before  palTed  freely  through  them 
for  the  fervice  of  the  child  during  pregnan- 
cy ;  and  confequently  a  miich  larger  quan- 
tity will  be  thrown  upon  the  contiguous 
parts,  which  will  ftill  add  to  their  diften- 
tion,  and  increafe  their  tendency  to  in- 
flammation; more  particularly  as  the  womb 
is  abundantly  fupplied  with  blood,  and 

receives 
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receives  a  greater  quantity  of  veflfels  in 
proportion  to  its'  bulk,  than  other  parts  of 
the  body. 

The  immoderate  fecretion  of  bile^  which 
commences  about  this  time,  in  Ghild-Bed 
Fever,  moft  probably  arifes  from  the  farne 
caufej  for,  as  the  vma  porta  ventralis, 
which  brings  blood  to  the  liver,  is  rooted 
in  the  inteftines,  it  will  necelTarily  receive 
from  thence  a  larger  fupply  than  before  j 
hence  a  more  copious  fecretion,  as  it  is 
univerfally  allowed,  that  the  quantity  of 
fluid  ftrained  off  in  any  gland,  will  always 
be  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  and  velocity 
of  blood  paffing  through  it. 

It  therefore  appears,  that  although  this 
fever  is  attended  with  preturnatural  fecre^- 
tion  of  bile,  it  ought  not  to  be  conjidered  as 
one  of  the  bilious  kind ;  for  the  great  re- 
dundancy of  that  fluid  feems  truly  fymp" 
tomaticy  like  that  occafioned  by  pain  and. 
fpafm  in  the  nephritic  colic,  or  other  pain^ 
ful  affections  of  the  abdominal  vifcera. 

at 
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At  the  attack  of  this  fever,  the  cutaneous 
veffels,  during  the  cold  fit,  are  "exceedingly 
conftrided,  as  is  evident  from  the  palenefs 
of  the  (kin  j  and  from  this  caufe  alfo,  a 
greater  quantity  of  blood  js  driven  to  the 
intemal  veffels,  which  will  further  inereafe 
the  quantity  of  redundant  bile.  Agreeable 
to  this  obfervation,  the  bilious  vomiting 
was  generally  moft  violent  after  the  flii- 
vering  fit,  or  in  proportion  as  that  was 
more  or  lefs  j  and  even  when  it  was  abated, 
a.  return  of  the  cold  fit  would  often  bring  it 
on  again,  as  well  as  the  diarhcsa. 

From  this  two  fold  change  in  the  circu- 
lation, the  veffeis  of  the  heart,  and  lungs, 
will  aj/b  receive  more  blood  than  before ; 
hence  difficulty  of  breathing,  wit}\  anxiety 
and  oppreffion  at  the  breaft,  and  praecordia^ 
which  I  obferved  were  always  relieved  by 
the  approach  of  the  hot-fit ;  that  is,  as  foon 
as  the  heart  re-adts  and  throws  its  blood 
from  the  centre  to  the  circumference  of  the 
body  I  and  when  this  cannot  be  effedcd, 

frorn 
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from  its  want  of  fufficient  power  j  the 
blood  will  Magnate  in  its  large  contiguous 
veffels,  and  the  patient  fuddenly  expire. 
Inftances  of  this  fort,  though  rare,  have 
been  known,  particularly  in  the  cold  fit.  of 
^n  ague,  where  the  attack  was  uncommonly 
violent,  or  in  difeafes  of  the  very  deftruc- 
tive  kind. 

It  therefore  may  be  affirmed,  that  in  gene- 
jaj,  tbe  rigor  is  followed  by  proportionate 
degree  of  fever,  from  the  re-aftion  of  the 
heart,  which  will  always  be  greater  or  lefs 
according  to  the  force  ipiprelTed  upon  it  by 
the  cold  fit;  fo  that  when  it  is  violent  and 
of  long  duration,  the  confequence  is  more 
to  be  feared;  efpecially  a§  nature,  by  the 
febrile  ftruggle,  A^t^  not^ufually  in  this 
difeafe  bring  on  a  falutary  crifis.  As  the 
heart  now  ads  ftrongly,  the  momentum  oi 
blood  on  the  folids  will  be  greatly  increafed 
and  occafion  tenfion,  pain,  and  inflamma- 
tion which,  if  not  foon  removed,  xvill  end 
in  fuppuration  of  the  internal  parts,  and 

produce 
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produce  a  collcBion  of  matter  in  the  cavity  of 
the  abdomen,  from  which  it  cannot  be  eva- 
cuated, and  therefore  muft  inevitably  be- 
come mortal. 

If  the  preceding  reafoning  be  right,  it 
will  fliew  the  neceffity  of  attempting  to 
diminifh  the  cold  fit,  by  the  plentiful  ufe  of 
diluting  fluids  given  warm ;  and  alfo  of  hot 
applications  to  the  extremities  and  furface  of 
the  body,  to  relax  the  cutaneous  vefTels,  and 
invite  the  blood  thither,  fo  as  to  relieve  thofe 
of  the  vifcera  from  diflention;  for  whatever 
is  the  caufe  of  this  fever,  its  firfl  imprefTion 
feems  to  be  made  upon  the  nerves,  which 
lefTens  their  influence  on  the  body,  and 
prevents  that  free  and  equal  diflribution  of 
blood  necefTary  to  a  ftate  of  health. 

To  anfwer  this  intention,  I  would  prefer 
an  infufion  of  any  of  the  grateful  aromatic 
vegetables  given  warm,  as  that  of  mint, 
fage,  or  elder  flowers,  rather  than  fluids  of 
the  fpiritous  kind  J  for,  by  their  flimulus 
they  increafe  the  violence  of  the  hot  fit  or 

fub- 
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fiibfequent  fever,  which  is  the  principal  thing 
to  be  guarded  againft ;  whereas  the  former 
may  be  given  at  difcretipn,  fo  as  only  to  acft 
during  the  rigory  and  will  afterwards  be- 
come of  fervice  in  abating  the  febrile  fymp-. 
toms  by  their  diluting  and  refolvent  power. 
This  tendency  to  inflammation  will  be 
moft  likely  to  produce  violent  effeds  after 
delivery,  when  the  abdominal  vifcera  are 
in  a  tender  irritable  ilate,  both  from  that 
change  of  circulation  already  mentioned, 
which  for  a  time,  will  render  the  woman's 
conftitution  weak  and  veletudinary,  as  well 
as  the  violent  efforts  of  labor  itfelf.  That 
particular  parts  of  the  body  are  more  dif- 
pofed  to  inflammation,  as  the  habit  changes 
and  becomes  more  irritable,   is  evident 
from  repeated  obfervation  j  for  inflance,  in 
cafes  of  a  ftone  in  the  bladder,  the  pain  and 
inflammation  are  not  continual,  but  only 
produced  at  particular  periods  from  fome 
accidental,  exciting  caufe,  which  at  that 
time  renders  the  affbcfled  part  more  fen- 

fible. 
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fible,  and  produces,  what  is  called,  a  fit  of 
the  ftone. 

As  long  as  the  folids  of  the  body  con- 
tinue in  their  natural  ftate,  they  will  allow 
of  being  flretched  to  a  certain  degree  with-, 
out  pain ;  but  as  foon  as  they  become  in- 
flamed or  difeafed,  the  leaft  irritation  or 
diflending  caufe  will  bring  on  the  mofi:  in- 
tolerable fenfations ;  and  this  feems  to  be 
the  reafon  why  air,  or  indurated  faeces 
too  long  retained  in  the  bowels,  at  one 
time  produce  exceflive  pain,  and  at  another, 
none  at  all. 

Hence  alfo  a  complication  of  this  fever, 
with  pkuri/yy  or pen'pneumony ;  and  fome- 
times  delirium,  phrenfy,  or  madnefs  at- 
tended, where  the  blood  was  more  imme- 
diately determined  to  the  brain,  by  anxiety, 
p-rief,  or  other  caufes  which  occafion  in- 
tenfe  exercife  of  mind.  Three  cafes  of 
this  kind  have  occurred  to  me,  in  all  which 
the  difeafe  was  fatal ;  one  of  them  was 
that  of  a  baker*s  wife  in  Wejlniinjler,  who 

remained 
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remained  well  till  the  fourth  day  after 
delivery,  but  being  fuddenly  difturbed  with 
fome  religious  fcruples,  ftie  was  violently 
feized  with  this  fever,  attended  with  deli- 
rium, which  carried  her  off;  .  notwith- 
ftanding  the  uncommon  attention  paid  to 
her  fafety,  by  an  eminent  phyflcian,  who 
was  called  in  at  my  requeft,  and  with 
whom  I  wifhed  to  have  confulted,  but  was 
accidentally  prevented,  by  being  out  of 
town. 

T)y.  Hales,  in  his  curious  Haemaftatical 
Experiments,  clearly  demopftrates,  that 
the  blood's  impulfe  on  its  containing  vef- 
fels  is  exceedingly  increafed  by  the  violent 
adiion  of  the  mufcles,  particularly  thofe  of 
the  abdomen;  he  alfo  remarks,  that  air 
retained  in  the  lungs  after  a  deep  infpiration, 
has  the  fame  effed  ;  and  fmce  the  birth  of 
a  child  is  brought  about  by  a  combina- 
tion of  mufcular  forces,  viz.  that  of  the 
uterus,  affifted  by  the  adion  of  the  very 
mufcles  already  mentioned ;  namely  thofe 

o£ 
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of  the  abdomen  and  diaphragm,  the  lafl  of 
which  isprefleddown  upori  the  inferior  parts, 
at  every  deep  infpiration  j  it  hence,  is  evi- 
dent, that  violent  ftrefs  is  laid  upon  the 
veffels  of  the  abdominal  vifcera,  even  in 
thofe  labors   which   are  ftridly  natural. 
Such  are  the  effedts  of  labor-pains  on  the 
whole  vafcular  fyftem,  that  the  pulfe  which 
before  was  temperate  and  regular,  becomes 
full  and  frequent;  the  complexion  florid, 
and  fometimes  the  face  is  enormoufly  fwell- 
fed,  by  the  violent  efforts  and  draining  of 
the  body.    Till  fuch  change  is  produced, 
women  are  not  fubjed:  to  this  fever ;  for  I 
obferved,  that  thofe  with  child,  who  affifted 
the  nurfes  in  attending  the  fick,  were  per- 
fedly  free  from  it,  even  when  it  was  moll 
epidemic ;  but  being  deliveredy  federal  of 
them  Jickened  foon  aftefy  and  were  off e Bed 
with  the  fame  fymptoms  as  the  reft.  This 
difeafe  cannot,  therefore,  with  propriety^ 
be  called  by  any  other  name  than  Child-bed 
or  Puerperal  Fever%    Had  a  modern  au- 
thor 
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tlior  attended  to  this  Jlriking  fa^y  he 
would  not  then  "have  objeded  to  the  ap- 
pellation.   May  not  this  circumftance  ad- 
ded to  that  change  of  circulation  already 
remarked,  and  to  the  great  fenfibility  and 
irritability  of  habit  obferved  to  prevail  after 
delivery,  concur  as  fo  many  exciting  caufeS 
to  kindle  up  this  fever  ?   and  alfo  lliew, 
why  women  are  never  fubjed:  to  it  before, 
but  onty  after  delivery ;  and  more  particu- 
larly, during  an  unhealthy  conftitution  of 
the  atmofphere.    For  if  this  difeafe  was 
owing  to  comprejjian  of  the  abdominal  vifcera 
in  general,  or  to  that  of  the  omentum  in 
particular,  independent  of  any  alteration  in 
the  air,  as  aflcrted  by  Dr.  Halme ;  fince 
this  caufe  is  permanently  the  fame  in  all 
gravid  women,  its  effeds  would  alfo  be 
more  uniform,  *  and  the  difeafe  would  be 
equally  frequent  at  all  times  of  the  year, 
inftead  of  prevailing  with  uncommon  vi- 
olence at  particular  feafons.    Befides,  if  it 
was  occafioned  by  prelTure  of  the  gravid 

.  uterus 
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uterus  on  the  contiguous  vifcera  ;  it  would 
necejfarily  happen  before  delivery  y  when  that 
prejfure  was  greatejl ;  whereas,  experience 
iliews  that  it  never  appears  'till  after  delivery, 
even  in  the  epidemic  feafon.  In  fliort,  if 
pregnancy  produced  this  fever,  pregnant 
women  would  be  fubje(5l  to  it,  and  deliver}^ 
by  removing  the  caufe  of  preffure,  would 
not  occajioriy  but  cure  it ;  according  to  that 
iiniverfal  a-JJiom,  take  away  the  caufe,  and 
the  efFed:  will  ceafe* 

The  vital  powers  of  the  vifcera  being 
thus  impaired,  their  fevcral  functions  will 
be  unduly  performed,  particularly  the  ab- 
forpiion  of  lymph  from  the  abdominal  cavity; 
hence  corruption  of  that  retained  flagnating 
fluid,  with  an  increafe  of  pain  and  inflam- 
mation of  thofe  parts  with  which  it  is  in 
contad:  J  hence  alfo  fvvelling  of  the  belly, 
which  may  be  looked  upon  as  a  fpecies  of 
tympanites.  This  morbid  affedlion  did  not 
feem  to  happen  from  wind  in  the  bowels ; 
for,  if  fo,  it  would  have  fubfided,  by  the 

fre- 
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frequency  of  ftools,  which  was  not  the  cafe. 
It  was  evidently  owing  to  expanfion  of  air, 
generated  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen, 
from  putrid  dilfolution  of  the  omentum^  and 
corruption  of  purulent  fluid  collcded  there 
•  in  large  quantities. 

The  dilTedion  of  bodies  thus  affeded, 
confirmed  me  in  this  opinion  ;  for,  on  cut- 
ting into  the  abdomen,  a  putrid  Jiatus,  into- 
lerable to  the  fmell,  iffued  forth  with  a  hill- 
ing.  noife,  and  the  prominance  of  the  belly 
immediately  fubiided.  In  general,  there 
was  but  httle  air  in  the  inteftines,  which' 
were  likewife  almoft  empty  faeces,  and 
only  contained  a  blackilh  fluid,  like  that 
voided  by  ftool,  with  particles  of  fomething 
which  looked  like  fat  after  it  had  been 
melted  and  become  cold. 

Confidering  the  fuppuration  of  omentum, 
and  large  quantity  of  purulent  fluid  found 
in  the  abdomen  after  death ;  it  is  eafy  to  fee 
how  a  fever  which  was  truly  mfammatoiy  in 
the  beginning,  may  foon  become  putrid,  by 
G  *  ab- 
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abforption  of  that  fluid,  which  like  oldleven^ 
will  taint  the  blood,  and  by  exciting  a  pu- 
trid ferment  in  the  whole  mafs,  change  its 
qualities  into  thofe  of  its  own  morbid  na- 
ture. 

The  ftrudture  and  ufe  of  the  lymphatics^ 
and  their  exigence  as  a  diftin6t  fyftem  of 
velTels,  numeroufly  deftributed  to  the  fe- 
veral  cavities  of  the  body,  difcovered  and 
accurately  defcribed  by  the  late  Dr.  Hunter^ 
with  experiments  made  on  quadrupedes,  fuf- 
ficiently  demonftrate  the  reality  of  this  ab- 
forption ;  for  it  has  often  been  obferved, 
that  although  a  large  quantity  of  any  warm 
fluid  had  been  injedled  info  the  abdominal 
cavity  of  different  animals,  in  the  living 
flatc,  not  a  drop  of  it  could  be  found  after 
death. 

Befides,  as  the  liver  chiefly  receives  its 
blood  from  the  inteftines,  omentwriy  and 
mefetiteryy  which  is  loaded  with  oil,  abforb- 
ed  by  the  veins  from  the  two  laft  parts,  fo 
as  to  render  ir  fitter  for  the  fecretion  of  bik; 

it 
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it  will  follow,  that,  foon  as  the  omentum  is 
deftroyed   by  putrid  diffolution ;   the  re- 
fluent blood  carried  to  the  liver  will  be  vi- 
tiated and  corrupted,  and  palling  through 
that  large  gland  to  mix  with  the  general, 
mafs,  will  contaminate  the  whole,  and  pro- 
duce a  true  febris  purulent  a.    Hence  gene- 
ral inflammation,    adhefions  of  the  lungs 
and  pleura  ;  a  collecSion  of  putrid yirz-^/TZ  in 
the  thorax,  and  matter  under  the  Jiermmi  ; 
as  in  the  cafe  of  Harriot  Truefna?i.  This 
appears  more   probable,    becaufe,  on  en- 
quiry of  the  patient's  friends,  I  could  not 
find  fhe  had  ever  been  in -the  leaft  fubjedt. 
to  any  complaint  in  the  breaft.    Befides,  as 
biky  of  all  the  humors  in  the  body,  is  inoH: 
liable  to  be  changed,  this  fluid,  tainted  with 
blood  brought  from  the  difeafed  ome?itumy 
will  foon  become  putrid,  and  by  its  caufl:ic 
acrimony  create  anxiety,  ficknefs,  and  vo-. 
miting,  with  tormina  in  the  bowels,  and 
profufe  diarrhaea;  fo  that  it  will  now  oflfend 
in  quality,  as  well  as  quantity,  which  laft 
G  2  has 
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has  already  been  fufficiently  taken  notice  of. 
Before  it  is  altered  from  its  natural  ftate,  it 
feems  in  a  great  meafurc  inoffenfive  to  the 
ftomach  ;  becaufe  frefli,  infpilfated  bile  of 
animals,  given  as  a  medicine,  does  not  oc- 
cafion  the  above  diforders. 

Thus  I  think  it  evidently  appears,  that 
the  fymptoms  of  putrefaftion  were  not  ori- 
ginally fuch,>  but  are  produced  by  77ictajlafis ; 
not  from  that  of  vitiated  milk  or  ohJlruEied. 
lochia^  as  generally  fuppofed  ;  but  by  ab- 
forption  of  purulejit  fluids  ftagnating  in  the 
abdomen,  with  morbid  tranflation  of  matter 
from  the  Juppiirated  ome?itum  j  and  it  ever 
marks  of  putrefadtion  appear  in  the  begin- 
ning, they  are  confined  to  the  pri?nae  viae 
only,  and  arife  from  tainted,  rancid  bile ; 
for  a  corruption  of  the  blood  and  juices  ne- 
ver happens  till  in  the  advanced  ftate  of 
this  difeafe  j  otherwife,  this  fuppofed,  pu- 
trefadive  tendency  in  the  habit;  would  cer- 
tainly exert  itfelf  fooner,  and  produce  the 

difeafe 
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difeafe  before  delivery;  efpecially  in  the  epU 
demic  feafon,  which  is  contrary  to  experience. 

Soon  as  interval  mortification  commen- 
ces,  the  pain  ceafes,  which  purfuades  thofe 
prefent  the  patient  is  better ;  but  when  this 
fuddenly  happens,  after  it  has  been  ex- 
ceffive  a  conliderable  time,  and  in  the  ad- 
vanced ftate  of  difeafe,  without  any  cri- 
tical evacuation  which  could  prove  falu- 
tary,  it  is  a  fatal  and  delufive  fign,  and 
foon  followed  by  a  linking,  quick,  and  in- 
termitting pulfe,  fwelling  of  the  belly,  a 
diftreffed  countenance,  with  partial,  faint 
fweats  on  the  breaft  and  face,  and  fome- 
times  by  delirium,  which  Ihew  that  death 
is  at  hand. 

That  acute  and  incomparable  praftical 
phyfician  Bagliviy  was  the  firft  who  de- 
fcribed  the  me/enteric  fevei-y  and  obferves, 
that  latent  inflammations  of  the  vifcera,  are 
generally  the  caufe  of  thofe  fevers  called 
malignant,  and  which  often  end  in  abfcefs 

or 
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or  gangrene  of  the  affeded  parts,  when 
bleeding  has  been  neglected. 

In  painful  or  inflammatoiy  difeafes  of 
the  vifcera,  fo  great  is  the  fenfibihty  of  the 
feveral  parts,  tint  the  whole  nervous  fyflem 
is  eafily  drawn  into  confent ;  hence  a  per- 
verfion  or  defedl  of  their  feveral  natural 
fund:rons.  The  heart  will  be  affected  with 
fpafm,  and  not  being  able  duly  to  perform 
its  ofEce,  the  pulfe  will  become  quick.,  weaky 
and  inter?nitti}}g.  This  diminution  "of  ner- 
vous influence  on  the  affcdled  internal  parts, 
will  alfo  account  for  the  great  and  fudden 
lofs  of  flrength,  and  fhew  why  the  pulfe  is 
UL'eaky  quicks  and  irregular  in  Child-bed 
Fever,  inflead  of  being  hard  and  full,  as  in 
the  pleurify  ;  and  indeed,  in  moft  difeafes 
of  the  abdominal  vifcera,  the  pulfe  becomes 
laniruid,  and  lofes  its  firmnefs,  before  there 
can  be  any  adiial  profcration  of  bodily 
flrcngth.  In  cafes  of  taking. poifon,  or 
where  a  violent  fit  of  gout  fuddenly  fixes 
upon  the  vital  parts,  the  cfFed  is  the  fame. 

As 
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As  it,  appears  that  women,  fo  long  as 
they  remain  with  child,  are  not  more  fub- 
jed  to  this  fever,  than  others  not  preg- 
nant; it  will  follow,  that  a  diftempera- 
ture  of  air  is  not  alone  fufficient  to  pro- 
duce it,  until  it  is  affifted  by  change  of  habit 
in  confequence  of  delivery ;  but  as  fuch 
change  is  then  common  to  all  women,  it  is 
alfo  evident,  that  in  general,  it  may  be  en- 
dured without-  much  danger,  whilft  the 
feafon  remains  healthy  ;  fince  fcarce  one  in 
a  thoufand  is  then  affedted  with  it  j  except 
from  ejTors  in  diety  inordinate  paj/ions  of 
the  mindy  the  effedt  of  taking  coldy  or  other 
manifeft,  exciting  caufes  ;  confcquently,  it 
will  always  be  found  moft  fevere,  when- 
ever fuch  concurring  caufes  are  moft  nu- 
merous, and  in  proportion  as  they  are  more 
or  lefs  dangerous  in  their  own  nature :  Thus 
for  inftance,  it  will  be .  found  moft  fatal 
when  moft  epidemicaly  that  is,  during  a 
diftemperature  of  the  air ;  and  leaft  of  all 
fo,  when  it  'happens  in  healthy  feafons, 

from 
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from  fuch  accidental  caiifes  only.  If  it 
fliould  arife  fimply  from  taking  cold,  it  is 
often  terminated  by  a  profufe,  long  con- 
tinued fweat ;  if  from  food  offending  the 
flomach  in  (]^iantity  or  quality,  the  patient 
is  generally  relieved  by  fpontaneous  vomiting 
ordiarrhaea;  but  on  the  contrary,  when  it  is 
'brought  on  by  violent  paflions  of  the  mind, 
the  event  is  different ;  for  as  the  caufe  con- 
tinues, fo  does  the  fever  likewife.  Befides, 
in  fuch  cafes,  there  is  generally  a  defedl  in 
the  natural  fecretiohs  and  excretions,  and  as 
nothing  will  weaken  the  vital  powers  of 
body  fo  much  as  diflrefs  of  mind  ;  a  falu- 
tary  crifis  has  then  very  feldom  been  known 
to  happen. 

I  have  alfo  obferved,  that  this  difeafe 
generally  comes  on  about  the  fecdnd  or  third 
day  after  delivery,  and  that  the  fooner  it 
attacks  the  patient,  the  more  Hie  is  in  dan- 
ger. The  fenfibility  and  irritability  of  body, 
which  is  obferved  greatefl  at  that  time, 
fecm  to  account  for  the  firfl:  of  thefe  cir- 

cum- 
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cumflances,  and  alfo  fhew  why  the  fever 
is  then  moft  dangerous  in  its  event  j  feeing, 
that  this  predifpofing  caufe  exifting  in  the 
habit,  will  mofl  powerfully  co-operate  with, 
or  increafe  the  agency  of  any  other  exter- 
nal caufe,  which  may  chance  then  to  occur. 

From  this  preceding  hiftory  of  Child-bed 
Fever y  joined  to  its  morbid  appearances 
already  mentioned  ;  the  following  conclu- 
fions  may  be  drawn  by  way  of  recapitulation. 
^  *  Firft,  that  it  does  not  arife  from  a  tran- 
flation  oi  corrupted  jnilky  or  obJiruEied  lochidy 
fecondly,  that  it  is  not  owing  to  infiam^ 
mat  ion  of  the  uterus  j  thirdly,  that  a  certain  ■ 
mechanical  change  produced  in  the- body  by 
delivery,  is  the  principal  predifpofing  caufe 
of  the  difeafe,  and  the  reafon  why  it  is 
•peculiar  to  women  after  .delivery  only; 
fourthly,  that  whenever  it  is  remarkably 
frequent  and  fatal  at  particular  feafons,  its 
proximate  cairfe  ought  to  be  referred  to  a 
noxious  conjlitution  of  the  air ;  which  was 
ftill  more  fully  proved  by  thofe  cafes,  where 

the 
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fever  fuddenly  appeared  in  the  epidemic  fca- 
fon,  without  any  other  evident  caufe  what- 
foever.    Fifthly,    that  it  may  fometimes 
happen  in  the  moft  healthy  feafons,  from 
the  accidental  caufes  already  enumerated, 
and  that  in  fuch  inftances,  it  is  leaft  dan- 
gerous ;  fixthly,  that  the  temporary  change 
brought  upon  the  habit,  by  delivery,  may 
generally  be  endured  without  producing  this 
fever,  if  none  of  the  caufes  already  men- 
tioned then  happen  to  fupervene ;  and  alfo 
that  women  are  more  or  lefs  fubjedt  to  the 
impreffion  of  all  fuch  caufes,  in  proportion 
to  the  fenfibility  and  irritability  of  their 
habit:    Laftly,   that  it  is  not  owing  to 
prefTure  of  the  gravid  uterus  on  the  abdominal 
vifcera  in  general,  or  omentum  in  particu- 
lar ;   for  if  fo,  pregnant  women  would  be 
more  fubjed:  to  it,  than  thofe  lately  deliver- 
ed, confeqUently,  it  could  not  be  Child-bed 
Fever, 

I  have  been  more  difFufe  in  what  relates 
to  the  Pathologyy  of  this  difeafe,  becaiife, 

nothing 
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nothing  will  tend  fo  much  to  eftablifh  a 
rational  method  of  cure,  as  thofe  obfer-vatmis 
which  immediately  refult  from  the  difeafe 
itfelf ;  the JlruBure  and  ufe  of  the feveral  af- 
fecied  parts ^  and  their  morbid  appearances 
after  death. 

In  Child-bed  Fever ^  therefore,  as  well 
as  all  thofe,  which  like  it,  are  truly  in- 
flammatory, and  uniformly  produce  internal 
fuppuration  ;  early  bleeding  is  the  only  re- 
medy which  can  give  the  patient  a  chance 
for  life;  efpecially,  as  local  inflammation, 
if  violent, '  more  frequently  terminates  by 
fatal  fuppuration  than  in  any  other  manner 
where  that  has  been  negledted. 

Indeed,  from  the  ftrideft  attention  to  the 
feveral  fymptoms  and  circumftances  of  this 
difeafe ;  without  fhaping  a  theory  to  coin- 
cide with  any  particular  method  of  prad:ice ; 
the  reafons  for  bleeding  are  as  manifeft 
and  cogent  as  in  the  pleurify  itfelf,  where, 
from  the  want  of  it,  an  'empyema  is  fome- 
times  the  confequence  j  for  a  colledion  of 

matter 
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matter  in  the  thorax  or  abdomen  are 
equally  fatal. 

The  principal  objedions  by  thofe  who 
are  averfe  to  bleeding,  are  as  follow.  Con- 
fidering  the  lofs  of  blood  after  delivery, 
and  fubfequent  lochial  difcharge,  it  would 
exhauft  the  patient's  ftrength  too  much, 
efpecially  as  fhe  is  ufually  enjoined  abfte- 
mious  diet  for  feveral  days  after ;  that  by 
leflening  the  ftrength,  it  would  prevent  a 
crifis  ;  increafe  irritability  of  the  body,  and 
aggravate  all  the  fymptoms  of  this  fever,  or 
difpofe  it  to  become  putrid.  But  thofe  are 
groundlefs  objedions,  and  plainly  contra- 
dided  by  the  practical  phoenomena  of  the 
difeafe;  for  the  violence  of  fever,  ^ndfymp- 
tomatic  diorrhaea  arifing  from  it,  will  be 
found  to  fmk  the  patient's  ftrength  much 
more  than  lofs  of  blood,  which,  on  the  con- 
trary, by  removing  tenfion  and  pain  from 
the  bowels,  will  have  the  effcd  of  an  a?io^ 
dyne,  and  more  fafely  abate  that  difcharge 
than  either  opiates  or  aftringents,  both  which 

arc 
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are  highly  improper  at  the  beginning  of  the 
difeafe.  Bleeding.,  by  diminiiliing  the  quan- 
tity, and  force  of  blood  through  the  liver, 
and  larger  internal  vefTels,  will  like^i^iCe 
leflen  the  fecretion  of  bile,  and  therefore  re- 
lieve the  ficknefs  and  anxiety  at  ftomach, 
from  thence  arifing,  as  well  as  difficulty 
of  breathing,  and  oppreffion  of  the  prae- 
cordia. 

Befides,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  wo- 
men after  delivery,  efpecially  thofe  who 
do  not  fuckle,  are  able  to  bear  the  lofs  of 
blood  much  better,  than  is  generally  ima- 
gined ;  for  as  the  foetus  does  not  then  de- 
mand its  long-accuftomed  fupply  of  nou- 
rifliment,  it  will  revert  to  the  mother,  and 
gradually  create  a  temporary  plethora,  as 
already  obferved. 

It  ought  alfo  to  be  remarked,  th^t  nei- 
ther inanition  or  plethora  are  natural  to  the 
body  in  a  healthy  ftate  ;  that  one  extreme 
is  hurtful  as  the  other,  and  will  produce 
irritation  in  as  high  a  degree ;  for  in  ple- 
thoric 
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thonc  habits,  v/here  the  veffels  are  over- 
charged and  violently  upon  the  ftretch, 
all  the  fymptoms  of  irritability  are  evidently 
increafed.  The  fame  quantity  of  light  which 
did  not  offend  the  eye  in  its  natural  llate, 
becomes  intolerable  to  it  when  inflamed  ; 
and  the  ear  is  not  able  to  endure  the  leaft 
noife,  without  being  difagreeably  affeded, 
after  being  feized  with  inflammation. 

To  proceed,  ear/y  and  copious  bleedi?ig,  at 
the  onfet  of  the  difeafe,  will  be  found  in- 
finitely more  ferviceable  than  afterwards ; 
thus,  eight,  or  ten  ounces  of  blood  taken 
away  at  firft,  will  aflPord  more  relief  than 
twice  that  quantity  at  different  tim.es.  By 
the  firfl:  method,  tenfion  of  the  velfels  is 
fuddenly  taken  off",  and  the  pain,  fever,  and 
inf  animation  are  thereby  abated.  The  whole 
vafcular  fyfl:em  being  now  relieved,  a  more 
free  and  equal  diflribution  of  the  blood  will 
follow,  and  the  natural  fccretions  being 
more  duly  performed,  a  faint ary  crifismT^y 
the  rather  be  expedcd.    On  the  contrary, 

where 
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where  the  vefTels  have  remamed  long  on  the 
flretch,  and  being  as  it  were  overftrained, 
have  loft  their  fefifting  power,  all  the  above 
fymptoms  will  be  increafed  j    and  although 
blood  fhall  at  laft  be  drawn,  if  the  inflam- 
matory fyriiptoms  have  run  high,  and  mat-* 
ter  has  begun  to  form  in  the  omentiimy  or  any 
of  the  vital  parts^  from  which   it  cannot 
be  evacuated  %  it  is  then  too  late  to  expcH 
relief ;    the  difeafe  muft  neceffarily  be- 
come fatal,  both  by  a  diftblution  -of  parts 
effential  to  life,   and  the  confinement  of* 
that  purulent  fluid,  whicii  will  not  only 
corrupt  and  deftroy  the  furrounding  vifccra^ 
but  by  its  abforption  will  foon  taint  the 
whole  fluid  mafs  j  fo  that  althouo^h  bleed- 
ing  in  the  beginning,  is  the  principal  re- 
medy to  be  depended  on,  it  will  feldom  prove 
of  fervice  after  the  fecond  or  third  day  of  the 
attack  J   and  if  direded  later,  ~  will  only- 
further  exhauft  and  enfeeble  the  patient, 
and  haften  her  end. 

Con- 
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Confidering  the  languid  f?:ate  of  the  p?.- 
tient,  and  weaknefs  of  her  pulfe,  even  in 
the  beginning  of  this  fever,  I  was  furprized 
to  find  inflammation  had  fometimcs  run  fo 
high,  and  made  fuch  rapid  progrefs,  as  to 
produce  matter  in  the  abdomen,  fo  early  as 
the  fourth  or  fifth  day  after  the  firfl  attack, 
as  will  appear  in  the  cafe  of  Harriot  True- 
7nan\  which  fully  proves  the  neceffity  of 
bleeding  early ^  or  not  at  all. 

Practitioners, from  a  timid  and  fcrupulous 
attention  to  their  reputation,  are  generally 
fparing  in  the  application  of  fuch  remedies 
as  have  been  doubted  in  their  good  efieds, 
by  thofe  of  the  profeffion,  or  even  where 
vulgar  prejudices  have  been  violent  in  op- 
pofing  their  ufe.  It  is  no  wonder  therefore, 
confidering  the  weaknefs  of  pulfe  fo  re- 
markable ill  this  fever,  with  the  objedlions 
already  mentioned,  that  bleeding  fliould  have 
been  directed  with  an  uncommon  degree  of 
caution,  for  even  where  blood  was  drawn 
it  was  only  in  trifling  quantiticSy  and feldom 

till 
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////  the  declifie  of  the  difeafe^  where  every 
thing  elfe  had  been  tried  in  vain ;  and 
confeqiiently,  where  matter  being  formed^ 
neither  that  evacuation,  nor  any  other 
means  could  poffibly  avail.  Thus,  the 
mifapplication  and  abufe  of  this  remedy, 
plainly  appears  to  have  been  the  reafon  why 
it  was  not  fooner  adopted  as  fafe  and  be- 
neficial. 

In  fhort,  as  no  purulent  matter  can  be 
formed  v^lCaowi  preceding  infammation-,  and 
as  no  methods  have  hitherto  been  found  fo 
efFedual  in  abating  inflam.mation,  as  bleed- 
ingy  laxatives,  and  plentiful  dilution  ;  thofe 
who  cannot  fee  the  abfolute  neceffity  for 
their  ufe,  muil  certainly  look  on  with  de- 
fedlive  eyes. 

As  the  cure  will  be  found  to  depend  prin- 
cipally on  the  early  lofs  of  blood ;  it  will 
be  requifite  to  regard  all  fuch  indications 
as  may  be  taken  from  the  pufe,  and  to 
lay  down  fuch  rules  and  cautions  as  par- 
ticularly relate  to  that  evacuation. 

H  Nothing 
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Nothing  will  fo  clearly  paint  out  the 
time  when  this  remedy  ought  to  be  di- 
rected, as  previous  acquaintance  with  the 
natural  ftate  of  the  pulfe,  which  is  found  to 
vary  exceedingly  in  different  habits  of  body  ; 
A  difference  in  the  fize  and  diflribution 
of  the  artery  conftituting  the  pulfe,  will 
alfo  occafion  very  different  impreffions  oa 
the  finger  in  regard  to  its  ffrength  or  weak- 
nefs ;  confequently,  it  ought  to  be  alternately 
felt  in  each  arm  of  the  fame  perfon.  The 
general  habit,  age,  and  manner  of  living, 
will  alfo  afford  great  information  in  this 
particular ;    for  inftance,  if  the  patient  is 
young,  and  before  enjoyed  an  uninterrupt- 
ed flate  of  health,  with  keen  appetite  and 
good  digeftion ;    when  the  pulfe  in  fuch 
a  perfon  feems  to  fink  in  the  very  begin- 
ning;   fuch  fudden  alteration  arifes  from 
oppreffion,  tiot  weaknefsy  and  requires  im- 
mediate lofs  of  blood  ;  particularly,  where 
no  profufe  evacuation  had  preceeded,  fuch 
as  haemorrhage,  diarrhoea,  long  abftinence, 

enxiety 
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anxiety  of  mind,  or  want  of  reft.  On 
the  contrary,  if  flie  has  been  of  a  valetudi- 
nary, hyfterical  habit,  with  lax  fibres,  bad 
digeflion  and  pale  afpe(5t :  a  languid  pulfe, 
with  fuch  appearances,  may  reafanably  be 
imputed  to  real  want  of  bodily  ftrength 
rather  than  oppreffion  j  and  confequently, 
bleeding  ought  to  be  omitted. 

We  are  alfo  told,  that  on  compreffing 
the  artery  at  the  wrift,  with  the'  finger,  if 
from  being  fmall  and  apparently  weak,  it 
fuddenly  becomes  more  flrong  and  renitent  j 
we  may  be  fure  it  is  oppreffion,  and  not 
weaknefs,  which  then  prevails.  This,  how- 
ever, I  think,  is  an  opinion  not  well  found- 
ed ;  for  whether  the  artery  beats  languidly 
from  real  weaknefs  or  diminifhed  impulfe 
of  the  heart,  or  whether  the  action  of  the 
arterial  fyftem  is  overcome  by  too  great 
plenitude  of  the  veffels  j  the  effed  will  be 
nearly  the  fame  in  both  cafes,  and  the  ar- 
tery will  ad  weakly  on  the  touch. 


The 
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The  degree  of  ftrength  may  be  better 
known  by  attending  to  the  mere  obvious 
figns  of  ftrength  or  weaknefs,  and  by  re- 
garding the  flownefs  or  frequency  of  pulfe  ; 
for,  in  proportion  as  bodily  ftrength  is  ex- 
haufted,  it  increafes  in  frequency ;  and  on 
the  contrary,  when  the~  ftrength  remains 
unimpaired,  the  number  of  pulfations  are 
proportionally  lefs ;  but  being  more  full 
and  ftrong,  the  circulation  is  then  more 
uniformly  carried  on  than  when  the  arter)' 
beats  quicker ;  for  the  free  diftribution  of 
blood  through  its  veftels,  does  not  depend 
upon  the  frequency,  of  the  heart's  contrac- 
tion, but  on  the  degree  of  ftrength  and 
energy  with  which  it  aits  at  each  pulfatioA. 

But  the  moft  fecure  way  of  proceeding 
in  doubtful  cafes,  will  be  to  feel  the  pulfe 
during  the  time  blood  is  flowing  from  the 
vein;  if  its  ftrokes  become  more  ftrong, 
ample  and  free,  the  quantity  to  be  taken 
away  may  be  increafed ;  but  if  it  finks  and 
loofes  its  equality  and  firmnefs,  the  bleed- 
ing 
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ing  orifice  fhould  then  immediateay  be  clofcd. 
However,  care  fhould  to  be  taken,  left  we 
are  inrtpofed  upon  by  that  langor  of  pulfe, 
brought  on  by  compreffion  of  the  artery, 
from  over-  tightnefs  of  ligature  round  the 
arm. 

It  was  neceflary  to  be  more  particular  on 
this  head,  fince  there  is  great  difference  be- 
tween nature  opprejfedy  and  nature  exhaujled i 
and  as  the  fafety  of  the  patient  principally 
depends  upon  a  true  diftiri'dion  between 
real  want  of  ftrength,  and  that  which  is 
only  apparently  fo. 

Without  we  are  previoufly  acquainted 
with  the  natural  ftate  of  pulfe,  and  its 
number  of  ftrokes  in  a  minute,  when  the 
body  is  in  health  ;  little  information  can 
be  had  when  we  are  told  it  beats  a  hundred 
and  twenty,  or  any  certain  number  of 
ftrokes  in  a  minute,  during  the  time  of 
difeafe.  I  have  therefore,  in  the  hiftory 
of  the  following  cafes,  rather  chofen  to 
fi^nify  the  degree  of  feverifh  heat,  by  the 

general 
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geneifal  terms  of  weak  and  ilrong,  quick 
er  flow,  as  applied  to  the  pulfe,  than  by 
mentioning  the  precife  number  of  its  ftrokes 
in  a  minute. 

From  thefe  PraSfical  Obfervations,  the 
indication  of  cure  may  be  taken.  Hence 
'\t  will  follow,  that  bleeding  ought  to  be 
directed  at  the  very  onfet  of  this  difeafe ; 
(ecpndly,  that  it  will  be  necelTary  to  dimi- 
Bifh  the  violence  and  duration  of  the  co/d 
ft  I  thirdly,  the  redundant,  corrupted  bile  is 
to  be  evacuated  foon  as  poflible  by  Ipecaco-^ 
hana  or  Antimonials  ;  fourthly,  that  the  di^ 
arrhcea^  when  exceffive,  ought  to  be  re- 
ijrained  by  emollient,    anodyne  clyflers, 
and  gentle  fudorifics,  or  even  by  opiates, 
mild  aftringents,   when  the  patient's 
ftrength  begins  to  fink  under  the  long-con- 
tinued difcharge ;   and  laftly,  when  fign$ 
C^f  putrefaBioHt   or  the  leaft  rcmijjion  of 
fever  appear ;  that  antifeptics  SLnddPcruvian- 
bark  may  be  freely  adminillered. 


The 


ON  CHILD-BED  FEVER.  i^i 

The  choice  of  remedies  is  often  matter  of 
great  difficulty^  even  to  thofe  moft  conver- 
fant  with  the  nature  of  difeafes ;  and  after 
tliat  is  determined,  it  is  not  fo  much  the 
medicine  itfelf,  as  its  apphcation,  which 
renders  it  truly  falutary ;  for  as  things  derive 
their  value  from  their  proper  ufe,  fo  effica- 
cious medicines  injudicioully  adminiftered, 
like  bleffings  perverted,  are  of  all  others 
moji  dangerous;  iince  whatever  is  powerfully 
good  when  properly  given,  will  become 
powerfully  bad,  if  mifapplied. 

As  it  is  of  great  ufe  to  difcover  by  fair 
trial,  what  medicines  are  principally  to  be 
depended  upon  in  the  cure  of  particular  dif- 
eafes j  fo  it  would  be  highly  ferviceable,  if 
thofe  in  pradice,  confcious  of  their  own 
upright  intention,  would  alfo  venture,  can- 
didly to  point  out  fuch  methods  and  medi- 
cines, as  they  had  found  either  ufekfs  or 
prejudicial. 

Dutea?!  and  the  French  writers  in  general 
are  great  advocates  for  the  ufe  of  Camphor 
in  the  cure  of  this  difeafe ;  and  Dr,  Storck, 

who 
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who  feems  to  have  copied  them,  recom- 
mends its  liberal  ufe  in  a  mixture  of  Pe- 
ruvian Bark.  For  common  drink  he  alfo 
diredts  the  almond  ^mulfion  with  one  dram 
of  camphor  to  each  pint  j  and  clyilers  to 
be  injecfled  twice  a  day,  with  one  dram  of 
camphor  diflblved  -in  broth  by  the  affiflance 
of  glim  arabic.  From  this  method  and 
the  omifTion  of  blooi-letting,  he  tells  us 
that  all  his  patients  happily  recovered. 
Happily  indeed, if  fuch  was  the  event ! — For 
my  own  part,  being  honeftly  folicitous  fpr 
the  fafety  of  my  patients,  and  the  improve-, 
ment  of  medicine,  rather  than  the  eflablifli- 
ment  of  particular  doflrines,  I  fliould  re- 
joice to  find  the  fuccefs  of  this  method 
verified  by  the  teji  of  future  experience^ 
which  alone  will  beil  determine  its  effeds. 
I  had  my  doubts  at  fo  vague  and  general  an 
alTertion,  when  I  publifhed  the  lafl  edition 
of  this  work;  efpecially  when  I  looked 
back  on  the  fate  of  Extradl.  Cicutts,  after 
l)cing  uflier*d  into  pradice  with  fuch  extra- 
vagant 


ON  CHILD-BED  FEVER,  J13 

vagant  encomiums  by  the  fame  author;  and 
as  I  chiefly  took  thefe  remarks  from  the 
fccond  part  of  the  Foreign  Medical  Re  view^  \ 
think  it  proper  to  conckide  them  in  the  words 
of  the  author  of  that  publication,  as  follows : 
*♦  If  what  the  author  [Storc^  here  re- 
relates  be  true,  this  method  would  doubtlefs 
be  preferable  to  any  other ;    and  his  vera- 
city in  this  point,  may,  we  think,  be  de- 
termined by  thofe  who  have  the  infpe(5lion 
of  Lyin^-in  Hofpitals.    We  {hall  only  re- 
mark, that  all  medical  books  publifhed  at 
Vienna,  in  which  Dr.  Storck,  or  whoever 
precides  over  the  faculty,  are  fo  much 
flattered,  as  to  render  us  fufpicious,  in 
jrefpedt  to  the  truth  of  the  obfervations  they 
contain." 

Soon  after  the  preceding  hints  appeared, 
J  had  an  opportunity  of  trying  the  effedls  of 
Camphory  at  the  Wejlminfter  Lying-in  Hof 
fital,  but  it  did  not  anfwer  my  expedtation, 
or  verify  the  affertion  of  Dr.  Storck-^  how- 
ever, ^Ithou^h  it  ^anno^  be  depended  upon 

as 
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as  a  principal  remedy,  it  may  be  confidered 
as  a  ufeful  Medicine  in  keeping  up  gentle 
perfpiration,  and  fupporting  the  patient 
under  that  univerfal  langour  which  generally 
prevails  after  profufe  evacuations. 

In  general,  I  think  too  much  is  at- 
tempted by  medicines ;  and  as  their  pro- 
per application  requires  flcill,  fo  it  ought  no 
lefs  to  be  deemed  true  medical  "knowledge, 
to  determine  when  it  is  better  totally  to 
omit  their  ufe,  and  watch  the  operations  of 
Nature,  rather  than  to  proceed  in  the  dark, 
and  run  the  rifk  of  thwarting  her  falytary 
efforts.  By  fuch  proceedings,  fome  difeafes 
either  become  tedious  in  the  cure,  if  hap- 
pily they  are  cured  at  all  j  which  in  a  man- 
ner left  to  themfelves,  or  treated  by  fimple 
remedies,  would,  perhaps,  be  terminated 
more  favorably  j  efpecially  w  here  the  ha- 
bit of  body  is  good,  the  vifcera  found,  and 
the  natural  fecretions  neither  greatly  de« 
festive  or  perverted. 

Nothing  can  be  more  blameable  than 
that  precipitate  and  defultory  method  of 

flying 
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flying  from  one  medicine  to  another,  at 
the  appearance  of  every  new  fymptom, 
without  waiting  fufficient  time  to  obferve 
the  effedls  of  any  j  it  is  indeed  prefcribing 
for  the  fymptoms  anly,  inftead  of  attending 
to  the  caufe  of  the  difeafe  from  which  they 
fpring ;  and  is  not  adling  more  rationally 
than  he  who  Ihould  attempt  to  clear  his 
garden  of  weeds  by  only  plucking  off  their 
leaves. 

In  regard  to  lofs  of  blood,  the  quantity 
to  be  tajcen  away  is  not  fo  much  to  be  de- 
termined by  its  appearance,  as  the  degree 
of  pain,  fever,  and  difEculty  of  breathing; 
for  its  Jizinefs  is  not  uncommon  in  pregnant 
'women,  even  in  a  jflate  of  health ;  and  in 
difeafes  of  the  inflammatory  kind,  itfeems 
tg  be  the  confequence,  and  not  the  caufe 
of  inflammation ;  for  the  firfl:-drawn  blood 
is,  feldom  fo  fizy  as  that  taken  away  after 
(TOJitinuance  of  the  fever. 

When  the  patient  is  young  and  pletho- 
ric, the  pulfe  full,  thirfl  intenfe,  fkin  dry, 

and 
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and  the  urine  high  coloured  ;  flie  may  lofe 
eight  ounces  of  blood,  in  the  beginning, 
with  great  fafety  and  advantage ;  and  a 
fmaller  quantity  may  afterwards  be  repeat- 
edly taken  away,  in  proportion  to  violence 
of  fy  mptoms. 

Large  draughts  of  warm  tea,  or  any 
other  diluting  liquor  may  then  be  given, 
and  afterwards,  bladders  half  full  of  hot 
water  may  be  wrapped  in  flannels  and  ap- 
plied to  foles  of  the  feet,  the  axi//^  and 
fides,  in  order  to  leffen  the  cold  fit,  and  keep 
up  circulation  in  the  extremities  and  fur- 
face  of  the  body,  where  it  is  moft  languid. 

It  might  reafonably  have  been  prefumed, 
that  the  warm  bath  would  have  anfvver'd 
this  intention,  as  it  a6ls  like  a  uni- 
verfal  fomentation  applied  to  the  bodily 
furface  ;  and  the  rather,  fince  it  has  been 
found  to  procure  almoft  inflant  eafe  in  other 
diforders  of  the  bowels  ;  but  to  the  confu- 
fion  of  all  theory,  in  thofe  cafes  where 
it  was  tried,  my  expe(5tation  was  difap-- 

pointed  \ 
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pointed;  and  from  what  I  could  learn,  it 
fucceeded  no  better. with  others;  for  the 
greateft  part  of  thofe  died  for  whom  it 
was  direded :  This,  however,  in  fome 
meafure,  might  be  owing  to  want  of 
bleeding,  which  was  generally  negleded 
in  the  beginning  ;  or  becaufe,  like  that  re- 
medy it  was  made  ufc  of  too  late,  viz.  after 
the  formation  of  matter  in  the  abdomen. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  warm  bath,  by 
firft  adting  as  a  refolvent,  from  abforption 
of  aqueous  particles  into  the,  blood,  will 
footh  the  nerves,  relax  the  fkin,  and  en- 
large the  pores,  and  therefore,  tend  to  pro- 
mote a  free  perfpiration,  '  without  heating 
the  body ;  and  as  I  am  ftill  inclined  to  think 
favourably  of  it,  when  early  applied  after 
bleeding  j  could  wifh  to  recommend  it  as 
a  remedy  which  defervcs  further  trial. 

When  it  is  thought  necelTary,  a  bathing 
tub  two  parts  full  of  warm  water,  may 
be  placed  at  the  patient's  bed  fide,  into 
which   fhe  may  be   gently  lifted,  and 

fufiered 
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fufFered  to  remain  for  fifteea  minutes,  or 
longer  if  flie  does  not  become  faint ; — ' 
when  taken  out ;  a  clean,  warm  flieet 
may  inftantly  be  applied  all  over  her  body, 
to  fpunge  up  the  moifture  ;  after  which, 
a  loofe  flannel  gown,  long  enough  to  come 
down  to  her  feet,  fhould  be  put  on  warm 
next  her  fkin,  and  draughts  of  any  thin 
diluting  fluid  may  then  be  given  to  her 
in  bed,  to  promote  perfpiration.  The 
bath  fhould  only  be  of  a  temperate  heat, 
otherwife,  inftead  of  relaxing,  it  will  crifp 
the  fibres  of  the  fkin,  and  defeat  the  pur-* 
pofes  for  which  it  was  intended.  • 

To  evacuate  offending  bile  from  the 
ftomach,  nothing  proved  more  effedual 
than  the  following  einetic  : 

R.    Tart.  emet.  gr.  it. 
Aq.  alex.  fmp.  5  ifs 
Oxymel.  Scillit.  3  iij  mifce. 

It  adled  fooner  than  Jpecacoanhay  and  did 
not  bring  on  fuch  intollerable  and  long- 
continued 
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continued  fidcnefs  after  its  firft  operation, 
•which  perhaps  might  be  owing  to  a  more 
perfed:  folution  of  antimony  by  the  aci- 
dity of  oxymel ;  it  alfo  feems  to  poflefs 
a  febrifuge  quality,  and  difpofe  the  pa- 
tient to  fweat,  an  effect  probably  ariling 
from  what  is  common  to  other  emetics 
from  agitation  of  the  body. 

When  naufea  and  ficknefs  are  vio- 
lent, the  emetic  fhould  be  weaker;  but  if 
the  ftomach  is  fcarcely  aflfeded,  it  may 
then  be  wholly  omitted,  and  a  ge?itle  lax- 
ative given  after  bleeding,  which  will  pro- 
cure a  free  difcharge  of  bile. 

Bleeding  ought  generally  to  precede  the 
emetic  for  reafons  already  given ;  and  alfo 
becaufe  the  abdominal  vifcera  will  fuiFer 
lefs  from  the  efforts  of  vomiting  when  the 
veffels  are  xnore  empty. 

After  the  offending  bile  has  been  re- 
jeded,  by  fpontaneous  vomiting,  or  the 
emetic  draught;  the  putrefcence,  and  rancid 
acrimony  of  what  remains,  ftiould  alfo  be 

corrected. 
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correded.  Acefcent  vegetable  juices  feemcd 
mofl:  likely  to  anfwer  this  intention ;  as 
thofe  of  oranges,  lemons,  &c.  I  therefore, 
at  firft  diredted  them  in  draughts  of  barley- 
water  ;  but  fuch  was  the  tendernefs  and 
irritability  of  the  inteftines,  that,  by  the 
continuance  of  this  method,  the  purging 
became  intolerable,  confequently  they  were 
immediately  laid  afide. 
We  alfo  tried  the  fal'we  fnixturct  where 
the  acid  was  exadtly  neutralized,  and  which, 
on  many  accounts,  bid  fair  for  a  ufe- 
ful  medicine ;  but  that  likewife  proved  fo 
purgative,  that  it  could  feldom  be  fafely 
continued  without  the  addition  of  fpenn. 
ceti  and  gum,  arab,  which  rendered  it  more 
foft  and  friendly  to  the  bowels ;  although 
even  this  alteration  was  not  always  fufficient 
to  remedy  the  inconvenience  complained  of. 

The  following  draught,  may  be  given 
every  four  or  five  hours,  or  at  any  time 
as  occafion  requires. 

Sperm, 
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R.  Sperm  J  Geti 

Mucildg.  Gum  Arab,  aa  "sfs  bene 
tritis  &  fubaBis\  fenjim  adde- 
Succ.  Limon^  \  cum 
Sal.  Abjinth.  faturat. 
Aq,  CiJinamoit.  Simp,  i  ifs 
Syr.  e  Mecon.  5  /,  mifce* 
Saline  mixture  given  in  a  ftate  of  efFef- 
vefcence  has  fometimes  been  known  to 
reniove  naufea  at  ftomach,  and  flop  the 
mofl:  violent  bilious  vomitings/ where  eveiy 
thing,  elfe  had  been  tried  in  vain , 

The  frothing  or  conflid:  which  afifes  ofi 
mixing  the  acid  and"  'alkali;-  is  more 
properly  ebullition  than  fermentation ;  yet 
there  is  reafon  to' believe '  the  effect  of  this 
medicine  thus  adminifter*4  is  produced  by 
fomething  limilar  to  what  the  Chymifts  call 
Gas  Sylvejircy  or  the  effluvia  efcaping  from 
fermenting  liquors,  which  will'  fweeteri  flelh 
when  become  putrid.. 

So  powerfully  antifeptic  is  this  fid  tile 
gas,  that  we  are  told,  the  plague  at  Ma^^ 

I  feille 
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feilles  was  flopped  by  its  influence ;  for  that 
dreadful  calamity  fuddenly  ceafed  foon  after 
the  vintage ;  owing,  as  was  fuppofed,  ta 
the  vapor  arifing  from  the  immenfe  quan- 
tities of  new  fermenting  wi?ies.. 

Where  this  fever  proceeds  from  violent 
paflions  of  mind,  and  attacks  thofe  of  pie-- 
thoric  habits  attended  with  delirium;  an 
emetic  would  be  improper.  Half  an 
ounce  of  lemon-juice,  in  the  fame  quantity 
of  mint-water,  may  therefore  be  given, 
upon  which,  a  fcruple  of  fal  abfinth.  dif- 
folved  in  one  ounce  of  pure  water,  may  be 
drank  immediately  after ;  fo  as  to  produce 
effervefcence  in  the  ftomach,  from  which 
none  of  the  fubtile  effluvia  can  efcape  ;  and 
therefore  it  will  flill  more  effedlually  anfwer 
the  intention  of  correding  corrupted 
bile,  efpecially  if  the  alkaline  fait  is  al- 
lowed to  predominate ;  for  the  procefs  of 
fweetening  and  purifying  rancid  train  oil 
depends  chiefly  upon  its  antifeptic  prin- 
ciple. 

This 
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This  mixture  will  alfo  procure  gentle 
evacuation  by  ftool,  which  is  more  necef- 
fary,  -where  no  emetic  has  previoufly  been 
given. 

Thofe  who  dired:  medicines  in  this 
difeafe,  are  extremely    divided  in  their 
opinion  concerning  the  diarrhea ;  being 
in  doubt' whether  it  is  critical,  or  fympto^ 
malic.    An  evacuation  happening  fo  early 
as  to  uflier  in  the  difeafe,  cannot  properly 
be  confidered  otherwife  than  fymptomatic, 
as  I  have  already  fhewn ;  but  wherever  the 
cafe  appears  perplexing,  the  beft  and  fureft 
way  will  be  to  keep  a  watchful  eye  on  the 
patient ;  if  fhe  is  much  relieved  by  the  ap- 
pearance of  this,  or  any  other  difcharge* 
it  never  ought  fuddenly  to  be  fuppreffed; 
but  on  the  contrary,    if  the  fymptoms, 
which  before   prevailed,  either  continue 
without  mitigation,  or  are  aggravated ;  and 
above  all,  if  her  ftrength  begins  to  fink 
and  decline  ;  fuch  an  evacuation  fhould  be 
retrained  or  totally  taken  away,  if  it  is  in 

1%  the 
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the  power  of  medicine  to  do  it ;  w  ithout 
lofing  time  "in  making  finical  and  far- 
fetch'd  diftindions,  more  ingenious  than 
ufeful :  But  however  fimple  and  obvious 
this  obfervation '  may  appear,  it  has  not 
been  fufficiently  attended  to. 

When    the  diarrhasa  is   truly  critical ^ 
which  is  feldom  the  cafe,  it  commences 
later  j  the  ftools  have  more  confiftence  and 
^re  of  a  yellowifli  hue,  the  belly  is  foft, 
appetite  and  fleep  return,  and  the  patient 
is  much-  relieved.    On  the  contrary,  in  the 
Jymptomatic  diarrhcea  ;  the  ftools  are  black 
and  flimy,  at  laft  becoming  watery,  and 
fometimes  of  a  dark  olive-color,  or  like 
that  of  rufty  iron ;  thirft  and  fever  con- 
tinue, and  the  belly  is  tumid  and  painful. 

But  altho'  the  diarrhaja  is  not  ftridly  cri- 
tical, it  manifeftly  affords  relief  in  the  early 
ftate  of  the  difeafe,  and  therefore  ought 
not  to  be  flopped  by  opiates  or  ajiringcnts, 
which  were  found  injurious,  efpecially 
in  ftrong  plethoric  habits,  where  bleeding 
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had  been  negleded  :  By  cbnffipating  the 
bowels,  they  concentrate  forties  collec-, 
ted  there,  and.  if  the  purging  ^oes  not  re-. 
turn,  great  oppreffion  at  ftomach  will  folr: 
lo\v,  with  increafe  of  thirfl,  ficknefs,  and 
naufea :  In  fhorti  whenever  thefe  medicines^ 
are  thus  unfeafonably  adminiftered, ,  they-, 
will  always  be  attended  with:  .the  worft 
confequence's,  and  aggravation :o£  all  the 
feverifh  fymptoms,  as  I  had  frequent  opn 
portunities  of  obferving. 

On  the  contrary,  when  the  body  is  kept 
laxative,  the  inteftines  are  unloaded  of  their 
putrid  contents  ,  ficknefs  and  oppreffion. are 
relieved,  and  the  fever  is  confiderably  abated. 
■  Emollient .  clyjlers  fhould  be  frequently, 
adminiftered,  and  the  longer. tKey:  remain 
with  the  patient,  fo  much  the  better,  as  they 
will  then  more  effectually  cherifh  the  bowels 
by  their  gentle  warmth  and  relaxing  vapor, 
and  adt  as  internal  fomentations  to  the 
whole  abdominal  vifcera  j  befides,  by  be- 
ing abforbed,  they  will  dilute  the  blood 
and  become  refolvent.  Seven 
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Seven  or  eight  ounces  of  weak  chickert 
or  beef  water,  without  fat,  fait,  or  any: 
other  addition,  will  anfwer  the  purpfe  but 
all  fuch  clyfters  fhould  be  given  only  milk- 
warm,  and  in  fmall  quantity,  otherwife 
they  will  djftend  the  inteftines,  and  by 
creating  pain,  folicit  their  own  expulfion  and 
foon  be  forced  away. 

Whenever  the  bowels  are  aflfe^fted  with 
pain,  opiatesy  after  evacuations,  are  beft 
given  in  clyfters ;  being  then  immediately 
applied  as  it  were  to  the  naked  nerves  of 
the  difeas'd  part  i  hence  they  diminifh  ir- 
ritability of  the  inteftines,  relieve  pain,  pro- 
cure fleep,  and  are  lefs  liable  to  effed:  the 
head,  than  when  given  by  the  mouth; 
Thus,  gtt.  xxxx  of  tindl,  thebaic,  may  be 
added,  as  occafion  requires, 

Clyfters  qf  the  cathartic  kind,  areaHb 
neceflary  before  the  ufe  of  purgatives,  wher^ 
the  patient  has  been  long  coftive;  for  where 
the  laft  have  been  given,  and  do  not  readily 
pafs  off  j  fevere  griping  and  tormina  wil| 
follow,  with  increafe  of  fever. 

Some 
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Some  are  fo  timorous,  that  they  will  not 
venture  to  give  laxatives  *till  the  fourth  or 
fifth  day  after  delivery,  left  they  fhould 
check  the  loehial  difcharge,  or  bring  on  a 
dangerous  purging  ;  but  thefe  are  frivolous 
^nd  unneceflary  cautions  ;  for  I  never  knew 
lochia  interrupted,  nor  any  diarrhaea  brought 
on  by  their  feafonable  and  proper  ufe  j  but 
on  the  contrary,  the  laft  will  often  fuddenly 
happen,  where  the  body  is  fuffered  to  remain 
too  long  coftive,  in  confequence  of  the  in- 
teftines  being  over  diftended  with  indurated 
foeces,  which  create  pain,  '  and  ftimulate 
them  to  frequent  expulfion. 

Head-ache,  dilirium,  or  fever,  are  fome- 
times  brought  on  by  omitting  the  ufe  of 
laxatives,  which  may  be  given  with  fafety 
at  any  time,  but  are  indifpenfably  necelTary 
about  the  fecond  or  third  day  after  delivery; 
efpecially  in  ftrong  habits,  where  the  patient 
does  not  intend  to  fuckle  her  child.  In 
ftiort,  when  the  body  is  kept  cool  ^nd  tem- 
perate,  by  a  folutive  regiment  the  more 

likely 
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likely  flie  will  be  to  avoid  fever,  for  then 
all  the  natural  fecretions  and  excretions  will 
be  more  regularly  carried  on. 

The  following  laxative  mixture,  which 
is  extremely  gentle  and  plqafant,  may  be 
direded'.'ift  '  the  quantity  of  two  or  thr^e 
fpoonful,  or  more,  every  three  or  four  hours, 
till  it  produces  its  proper  effed, 

R. 

01.  Rtciniy  cum  Vitel,  Ovifolut.  l  i 

Mann,  calab.  i  fs 

Aq.  Hyjfop.  I  vi  fiat  Miftura. 
Soon  as  the 'bowels  are  fufficiently  emp^ 
tied,  the  following  antimonial  powder  may 
immediately  be  adminiftered  j  but  fome- 
times  it  proved  violently  irritating,  even  in 
very  fmall  qtiiantities,"^  and  will  produce  a 
dangerous  fuperpurgation  if  not  managed 
with  the  great^fl:  caution  :  Should  this  hap- 
pen, five  drops  of  thebaic  tin^ure  Ti\^j  \}t 
OGcanonally  added  to  each  dofe  of  the  julep 
in  which  it  is  to  be  given. 


R. 
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■Tart,  emet',  grifs 

-•'.  Mdgnes.  alb,.-j,  i 
accurate  conter^  et^  fiat  pulv.  in  fexportiones 
^i'videndiiSy  quarum  fu?7iat  una?n  /\.^^.  c/uaq, 
hom\ .  vd  Jubinde  ,  pro .  rA  ^9p^y  purn  Cyath , 
yti/ep.  fequentis, 

R. 

Julep,  e  Camphor,  l  vii 
•  •  jAp  Cih.  Jpt..^  fs. 

Liquor,.  anadyfi.Hoff.is.ifs 

Mifce-e.t  jiat^ulepum  ut'fupra  exhibend, 
: When  the  :firft  or  fecond'  dofe " of  powder 
produces  no  fenfible  efFedtv  it -ought  to  be 
given  oftener,  and  in  larger  quantity,  'till 
it  either  creates  naufea  or  gentle  pe  rf pi  ration; 
without  whichi  it  feldom  procures  lafting 
relief.  The -powders  fliould  then  be  given 
by  longer  intervals,  otherwife  they  will  be 
apt  to  weaken  the  patient  ;-; -however,  upon, 
the  whole,  I  know  nothing  hetter  than 
emetic  tartar  m.  very  fmall  dofes,  with  the 
?idditioh  of  an  opiate,  if  neceflary,  particu- 
larly 
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larly  after  profufe  evacuations  j  for  it  not  only 
feems  to  combat  the  fever,  but  much  more 
fafely  and  effedlually  retrains  the  diarrhaea, 
than  aftringents  j  by  promoting  perfpiration 
and  exciting  naufea  at  ftomach,  which, 
in  fome  meafure,  inverts  the  exceffive  pe^ 
riftaltic  motion  of  the  inteftines,  and  pre- 
vents their  frequent  difcharge.  • 

When  the  patient  was  much  reduced  by 
returns  of  the  evening  paroxyfm,  attended 
with  chilnefs,  wandering  pains,  dejedtion  of 
fpirits,  and  coldnefs  of  the  extremities ;  five 
grains  of  yames*s  Powden  or  the  third  part 
of  a  grain  of  emetic  tartar ^  given  about  an 
hour  before  its  approach,- afforded  fenfible 
relief,  by  producing  a  gentle  fweat. 

This  fort  of  perfpiration  may  be  mode- 
rately encouraged  by  plentiful  dilution  with 
weak  tea ;  or  if  the  purging  is  violent,  with 
rice  water,  which  generally  agreed  better 
with  the  patient  than  any  thing  elfe :  But 
the  fweats  excited  by  heating  regimen, 
which  Simulates  the  folids,  and  increafes 

their 
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rfieir  adlion  on  the  blood,  are  highly  preju- 
dicial, and  often  deftru^tive  to  the  patient, 
as  well  as  thofe  brought  on  by  immoderate 
quantities  of  bed  doaths,  or  keeping  the 
room  too  hot  and  clofe :  For  if  thofe  in 
perfect  health  foon  grow  faint  arid  languid, 
when  deprived  of  frefh,  pure  air  j  the  fame 
efFedt  in  a  much  greater  degree,  will  necef^ 
farily  happen  in  the  body,  when  weakened 
and  opprelTed  by  difeafe. 

Whenever  the  weather  is  intemperately 
hot,  frefh  air  fhould  always  be  allowed  to 
breathe  'm  at  that  part  of  the  bedcharnber 
moft  diftant  from  the  patient ;  which  will 
gradually  difEife  itfelf  around,  and  revive 
her  exceedingly,  without  the  leaft  danger 
of  taking  cold. 

When  the  bowels  are  frripped  of  their 
mucus,  they  becorne  fo  exceedingly  tender, 
and  the  ftools  are  fo  frequent,  that  flie  will 
link  under  the  difcharge,  if  medicines  of 
the  irritating  kind  are  any  longer  continued. 
Rice  water,  ufed  for  common  drink,  may 

now 
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now  be  given  with  the  addition  of  gu7n 
arable y  in  the  proportion  of  an  ounce  to  a 
quart;  and  where  the  pulfe  is  feeble  and 
the  patient  much  exhauiled,  a  fpoonful  or 
two  of  brandy  may  occafionally.  be  added  to 
that  quantity,  rather  than  wine,  which  is 
apt  to  turn  four  on  the  ftomach,  and  occa- 
fion  eru(5tation  and  pinchings  in  the  bowels, 
with  iricreafe  of  the  diarrhaea. 

Nourifhment  that  is  hght  and  fimple 
fhould  now  be  given  often,  in  fmall  quan- 
tities j  Beef  or  chicken  water,  poured  from 
the  dregs,  after  the  fat  has  been  taken  off 
the  furface,  and  gently  boiled  with  ground 
rice,  and  the  addition  of  cinnamon,  was 
found  to  agree  with  the  ftomach,  and  is  ex- 
tremely foft  and  friendly  to  the  bowels,  as 
it  will  fupply  them  with  artificial  mucus, 
and  nourifh  the  body  at  the  fame  time. 

Whenever  the  ftrength  is  evidently  per- 
ceived to  fmk  under  excefs  of  the  diarrhoea; 
three  grains  of  the  pil.  e.  Jlyrace^  or  the 
following  bolus   may  be  given  at  dif- 

cretion. 
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cretion,  with  a  fpoonful  of  cinnamon- 
water,  or  a  very  fmall  quantity  of  any- 
other  grateful  fluid.  In  fuch  cafes,  I  ob- 
ferved,  that  ^  medicines  in  a  folid  form, 
were  longeft  retained,  and  therefore  are 
moft  elegible. 
R, 

Puh.  e  Boh  comp.  cum  Opto  Bi. 

Syr.  e  Cort.  Aurant.  qi  s.  ut  fiat  Bolus, 
Should  the  difcharge  notwithftanding 
Goritinue  obftinate,  with  fevere  pains  in 
the  bowels  j  clyfters,  prepared  with  jelly 
of  ftarch  and  the  yolk  of  frefh^  eggs,  in 
equ|l  proportions,  and  dilTolved  in  a  fuffi- 
cient  quantity  of  rice-water,  with  thirty  or 
forty  drops  of  thebaic  tin^ure  may  be  admi- 
niftered  by  intervals,  as  occulion  requires* 
and  will  often  procure  immediate  eafe. 

The  progrefs  of  this  difeafe  is  fre- 
quently fo  rapid,  that  there  is  not  fuffi- 
cient  time  to  wait  for  a  diftind:  inter- 
miffion,  as  in  other  fevers ;  and  therefore 
if  the  bark  is  given  at  all,  that  muft  be 

done 
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done  without  hefTitation,  at  the  very  jirjl 
favourable  opportunity. 

It  was  obferved,  that  this  difeafe  becomes 
a  true  febris  purulenta  in  its  decline,  from 
the  abforption  of  corrupted  fluids  ftagnating 
in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  altho'  it  was 
JiriElly  i?iflammatory  in  the  beginning;  fo 
that  putrefaBion  at  that  time  exiffing 
in  the  habit,  like  the  fi^inefs  of  blood, 
bilious  vomiting,  and  diarrhaea,  is  trul/ 
fymtomatic^  being  nianifeftly  the  confe- 
quence  and  not  the  caufe  of  this  fever. 

Indeed,  there  is  reafon  to  believe  that 
few  difeafes  are  putrid  in  the  beginning ; 
and  that  all,  or  mofl:  of  them,  have  a  ten- 
dency to  become  fo  towards  their  decline, 
when  the  vital  powers  of  the  body  are  di- 
miniflied,  and  its  juices  vitiated  by  their 
preceding  excefs,  or  fubfequent  defed. 

Here  it  were  to  be  willied,  the  efficacy 
of  that  fovereign  remedy,  Peruvian  Barky 
might  fecure  the  patient  from  danger ;  but 

both 
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both  reafbn  and  experience,  as  well  as  the 
very  nature  of  the  difeafe  itfelf,  in  a  man- 
ner exclude  all  hopes  of  relief  without  it  is 
dit'eBed  early ;  for,  altho*  its  liberal  ufe  might 
poffibly  be  fufEcient  to  deftroy  the  putre- 
factive tendency  begun  in  the  body,  by 
the  abforption  of  corrupted  fluids  j  the 
large  quantity  ftill  remaining  in  the  abdo- 
men, from  which  it  cannot  be  evacuated, 
muH:  neceflarily  prove  fatal :  However,  as 
we  cannot  always  be  certain  when  matter 
is  formed,  all  poffible  means  fhould  be 
tried  to  prevent  it  j  the  peruvia'^.  bark  ought 
therefore  to  be  given  at  all  events,  in  large 
dofes  often  repeated ;  and  when  the  circu- 
lation is  languid  and  the  patient  much  ex- 
haufted  j  fpic'd  «laret,  old  hock,   or  even 
porter,  where  there  is  no  diarrhea,  may  be 
given,  at  difcretion,  to  fupport  her  flrength. 

It  has  been  feared,  the  ufe  of  bark  me- 
dicine might  fupprefs  the  lochia  ;  but  I  am 
aflured  from  repeated  experience,  it  may 
be  given  to  women  after  delivery,  with 

.  the 
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the  greateft  fafety  whenever  necefTary ;  for, 
I  never  could  obferve  it  produced  any  bad 
efFed:,  or  diminiflied  that  difcharge  ^  but  on 
the  contrary,  often  altered  its  quality  for 
the  better ;  and  rather  feemed  to  increafe 
its  quantity,  efpecially  in  vveak  and  delicate 
women,  where  the  circulation  was  languid. 

Sometimes  the  bark  increafed  the  purg- 
ing, and  even  brought  it  on  after  it  had 
ceafed ;  in  fuch  cafes  I  found  it  neceffary 
to  join  five  grains  of  pulv.  e  bolo  comp. 
cum  opio,  with  each  of  the  following 
draughts. 

R. 

Cort.  Peruv.  puh.  %  i. 
Aq.font,  Ibifs  lent  igiie  coq.  ad  demid.  & 
fuh  fijietn  adjice. 

Fol.  Rofar.  rub.Jicc.  -z^iiy  cola, 

R. 

Hujus  colat,  5  ijs. 

ExtraB.  peruv.  Cort.  moll.  9  r. 

Cinn.  sij.  fat  haujlus  alternis 
horis  exhibendus. 

When 
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When  the  fifit  draught  was  found  to 

> 

purge  too  much,  I  fometimes  diredted  the 
following  : 
R.  .     Cort.  Perm),  puh.  1 1. 
Granat.  •^^iii. 

Aq,  Ibii  ad  demid.  coq.  cola^ 
R.        Hujus  colat.  itfs. 

Tim5l.  Cinn.  -^ij. 

^ — ^  thebaic  f.  hanflus, 

Bli/iers  have  feldom  heen  applied  in 
cafes  of  lying-in  women,  on  account  of 
their  feverity,  efpecially  from  the  fear  of 
that  tormenting  complaint  tht  Jirangury  ; 
but  if,  as  many  imagine,  they  produce 
their  good  effeds  by  powerful  flimulus, 
and  raifing  inflammation  on  the  fkin,  rather 
than  the  difcharge  they  occafion ;  the  ap- 
plication oiftnapifms  would  then  effedtually 
anfwer  the  purpofe,  without  any  danger  of 
that  diforderj  and  therefore,  will  deferve 
the  preference  to  blijlers  prepared  with 
cantharides. 

Notwithftanding,  we  are  told  blifters 
are  improper  and  injurious,  till  the  fulnefs 
and  frequency  of  the  pulfe  fubfidej  I 

would 
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would  wifh  it  ever  to  be  remembered,  that, 
whether  we  endeavour  to  relieve  the  patient 
by  this  or  any  other  means,  it  muft  be  early ^ 
or  it  will  not  be  at  all ;  and  therefore,  after 
bleeding  and  evacuations,  before  that  alarm- 
ing fymptom  appears  which  denotes  in- 
f  animation  of  the  omentum,  viz.  pain  darting 
from  the  ftomach  towards  the  navel ;  it  will 
be  advifeable  to.  apply  a  blifter  or  fmapifm 
to  one  or  both  fides  of  the  abdomen. 

This  pradtice,  I  think,  will  be  fuffi- 
Ciently  juilified  by  the  great  relief  they 
afford  in  fixed  pleuritic  pains,  or  wher& 
ever  there  is  local  inflammation. 

Volatile  liniments^  and  penetrating  topics, 
fuch  as  the  following,  have  alfo  been  found 
ferviceable,   particularly  where  the  ufe  of 
blifters  appears  exceptionable. 
R,       01,  dulc,  amygd.  §  ijs. 
Camphor,  "hfs. 
Sp'-  volat.  aromat.  ^uj- 
TJn5i.  thebac.  5  ij  mifce. 
Thefe  are  the  beft  reafons  I  can  affiga 
for  the  expediency  of  the  remedies  pointed 
out  in  Child-Bed  Fever}  but  I  did  not 

venture 
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venture  to  truft  to  them  from  theory,  nor, 
expedied  others  fhould  do  fo,  till  tirrie  and 
experience  had  convinced  me  of  their  good 
effed: ;  particularly  the  early  lofs  of  bloodi 
and  antiphlogijiic  method. 

I  cannot  clofe  this  Sedtion  without  the 
following  quotation  from  a  French  Memoir 
tranflated  by  Dr.  Whitehead ;  and  I  men-i 
tion  it  with  greater  pleafure,   becaufe  it 
confirms    my  opinion,  that    the  falutaiy 
power  of  Medicines  directed  in  this  Dif- 
eafe,  entirely  depends  upon  their  early  ad^ 
minijlration ;  but  chiefly  becaufe  I  have  ex- 
perienc'd  good  effedls  from  the  Method 
therein  recommended. 

•This  memoir  was  read  at  a  Meeting  of  the 
Royal  Medical  Society,  held  at  the  Louvre, 
the  6th  of  September  1782,  and  contains 
the  method  of  treating  Child-bed  or  puer- 
peral Fever,  fucccfsfully  employed  by  M. 
Doulcet,  Dodor  Regent  of  the  faculty  of 
Medicine  at  Paris,  and  one  of  the  Phy- 
ficians  of  the  Hotel-Dieu. 

K  2  The 
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**  The  memoir  upon  which  the  Royal 
Medical  Society  has  been  confulted  by 
government,  and  of  which  we  are  now 
ordered  to  give  an  account,  contains  the 
defcriptian  and  treatment  of  a  difeafe  which 
has  attacked  lying-in  women  in  the  Hotel- 
Dieu  of  Paris,  and  which  has  made  its 
appearance  in  that  hofpital  at  different 
times,  but  more  frequently  than  ever,  fmce 
the  year  1774.  The  late  M.  Doulcet 
found  a  method  of  curing  this  difeafe, 
extremely  fimple,  and  which  has  never  yet 
failed  of  fuccefs  fince  it  has  been  employed ; 

This  rapid  difeafe,  equally  obftinate  to 
the  efforts  of  art  and  refources  of  nature, 
has  cconftantly  refifted  rem.edies  the  moft 
judicioufly  employed;   Ipecac oanha  it/elf, 
which  is  the  bafis  of  the  method  of  cure 
here  recommended,  had  no  more  fuccefs 
than  other  remedies,   till  by  chance  M. 
Doulcet  happened  to  be   prefent  at  the 
very  moment  when  a  woman  newly  brought 
to  bed,  was  attacked  with   the  difeafe. 
It  commenced  with  vomiting  j    and  M. 

Doulcet 
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Doulcet  happily  feizing  the  indication, 
ordered  fifteen  grains  of  Ipecacoan.  to 
he  taken  in  two  dofesy  which  were  again 
repeated  the  next  day.  It  adted  both 
by  vomit  and  ftool,  and  the  evacuations 
vvere  followed  with  a  remarkable  diminu- 
tion of  all  the  fymptoms ;  the  alvine  de- 
jedions  were  fupported  with  an  oily 
potion,  with  the  addition  of  two  grains  of 
Kermes  Mineral i  and  the  pati-ent  was  faved. 

**  Inftruded  by  a  fuccefs  fo  unexpeded, 
M.  Doulcet  perceived  the  importance  of 
the  moment  of  attack,  and  the  neceffity  of 
taking  the  advantage  of  it. 

*'  The  midwife  therefore,  to  whofe  care 
the  Jying-in  women  are  committed,  was 
ordered  ro  adminifter  this  remedy,  and  at 
whatever  hour  of  day  or  night  the  firft 
fymptoms  of  attack  appeared,  fhe  gave 
Ipecacoanha ;  and  the  fuccefs  was  in  every 
inftance  the  fame;  fo  that  in  four  months, 
during  which  this  epidemic  difeafe  raged 
with  fury,  near  two  hundred  women  were 
faved  to  fociety,   excepting  five  or  fix, 

who 
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who  all  refufed  to  take  the  vomit,  and 
were  victims  to  their  own  obftinacy.  The 
Method  of  cure,  therefore,  eflablifhed  in 
the  Hotel-Dieu,  and  which  has  never  yet 
failed  of  fuccefs  fince  it  was  applied,  -con- 
fifts  in  taking  the  advantage  of  the  moment 
of  attack,  and  giving,  without  lofing  an 
inftant  of  time,  fifteen  grains  of  Ipecaco" 
an.  in  two  dofes,  at  the  diftance  of  an  hour 
and  an  half  from  each  other,  and  repeating 
them  again  the  next  day  in  the  fame  man- 
ner, whether  the  violence  of  the  fymptoms 
be  abated  or  not ;  and  if  the  difeafe  fhould 
continue  much  the  fame,  they  are  repeated 
again  the  third,  and  even  the  fourth  day, 
according  as  the  cafe  may  require.  In  the 
intervals  between  the  dofes,  the  efFedt  of 
the  Ipecacoanha  is  kept  up  by  a  potion 
compofed  of  two  ounces  of  oil  of  fweet 
Almonds,  one  ounce  of  fy rup  of  Marfli- 
Mallows,  and  two  grains  of  Kermes  Mi* 
neral.  The  common  drink  is  Linfecd  Tea, 
or  an  infufion  of  Scorzonera  root  edulco- 
rated with  fyrup  of  Althea ;  and  towards 

the 
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the  feventh  or  eighth  day  of  the  difeafe,  the 
patient  takes  a  mild  purgative,  which  is 
repeated  three  or  four  times  according  to 
the  exigency  of  the  Cafe." 

I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  trying 
this   Medicine   in  the,    epidemic  Seaforiy 
when  this  Fever  was  alvyays  moft  fatal; 
but  in  the   anomalous  puerperal  fever  or 
that  happening  indifferently  at  all  feafons  of 
the  year,  fiom  accidental  caufes,  I  have  di- 
red:ed  it,  at  xkiitWefiminJlerLying-inHofpitaly 
with  good  fuccefs  j  in  general,  however,  I 
have  found  fix  or  feven  grains  of  the  Ipeca- 
coan.  fujfficient  for  the  firft  dofe,  and  if  Nau- 
fea  and  perfpiration  are  much  increafed  after 
repeating  the  dofe,  the  fubfequent  quan- 
tity may  then  be  diminiflied.  Camphorated 
Julep,  which  I  prefer  to  the  oily  mixture 
mentioned  by  Doulcet,  with  a  few  drops 
of  the  antimonial  Tind:ure,  may  afterwards 
be  adminiftered  occalionally  to  keep  up  gen- 
tle perfpiration,  efpecially  towards  Eveningjj 
and  when  the  ftomach  and  bowels  are  free 
from  pain;  a  ftrong  Infufion  of  Peruvian 

Bark, 
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Bark,  with  Claret,  or  Port  wine  will  afford 
relief.  Julep,  e  Camphor,  joined  with  In^ 
fufion  of  Bark,  will  not  only  promote  per- 
fpiration,  but  by  warming  and  invigorating 
thegaftric  Nerves,  will  retrain  its  purgative 
quality,  and  make  it  lit  eafier  on  the  Sto- 
mach. In  fhort,  the  Seafonable  ufe  of  the 
Lancety  the  early  exhibition  of  Ipecacoanhay 
or  Antimonials^  and  the  liberal  and  well 
time  adm.'iiiflration  of  Peruvian  Bark^  con- 
ftitute  the  moll:  effedlual  methods  hitherto 
known,  in  the  cure  of  Child'bei  Fever. 

I  have  been  informed  {fiys  Dr. 
Whitehead  in  his  Preface)  to  this  Memoir, 
that  the  fame  method  of  cure  has  been 
adopted  fince  in  different  parts  of  France, 
and  that  it  has  been  attended  with  the  fame 
fuccefs  as  in  the  Hotel- Dieu.  Thefe  ac- 
counts, it  mufl  be  confelTed,  are  highly 
flattering,  and  fuch  as  give  the  methods  of 
cure  here  propofed,  a  claim  to  ferious  at- 
jtention  and  impartial  trial ;  but  we  cannot 
confider  the  efficacy  of  it  as  fully  afcertain- 
^d,  till   much  greater  number  of  trials  of 
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it  have  been  made  in  different  places,  and  by 
different  Phyficians." 

It  is  neceffary,  however,  to  remind  the 
Reader,  that  the  fuperior  efficacy  of  the 
method  of  cure  here  recommended,  conlifts 
wholly  in  its  early  application ^  namely,  in 
the  very  moment  when  the  difeafe  corrw 
mences ;  infomuch  that  the  lofs  of  a  few 
hours  only,  renders  the  fuccefs  fomewhat 
precarious.  This  circumffance  fhould  there- 
fore be  conftantly  held  in  view,  in  every 
trial  of  this  Remedy,  and  the  time  of 
its  application  be  exadlly  marked  in  every 
hiftory  of  fuccefsful  or  unfuccefsful  Cafes. 
-The  Memoir  continues  thus. 

"  But  without  entering  into  long  dif- 
cuffion  on  this  fubjecft,  which  would  re- 
quire deeper  refearches  than  the  time  and 
limits  of  this  Report  will  permit.  We  will 
content  ourfelves  with  obferving  that  all 
the  defcriptions  of  this  difeafe,  which 
are  numerous,  prefent  it  under  two  prin- 
ciple charaders;  that  is,  as  an  highly 
inflammatory,  or  as  a  putrid  difeafe;.  The 

obfer-* 


146   PRACTICAL  OBSERVATIONS 

obfervations  of  Johnfon,  Johiiftone,  and 
De  la  Roche,  reprefent  it  of  an  inflammatory 
nature y  and  at  the  fame  time  not  fo  alarm- 
ing ;  thofe  of  WhitCy  Leakey  and  Slaughter^ 
as  the  mofl  putrid  and  mcrfl  fatal  difeafe.  Of 
four  women  who  were  attacked  with  this 
difeafe  in  the  Hofpice  de  Vaugirard,  three 
had  a  weakpulfe,  rernarkable  proftration  of 
flrength,  and  extremely  foetid  evacuations ; 
and  all  three  died.  The  fourth  was  more 
robuft,  and  the  fymptoms  were  fo  violent 
as  to  require  feveral  bleedings,  and  fhe  was 
ihe  only  one  who  happily  recovered.^* 

The  Memoir  writers  have  here  grofsly  mif- 
reprefented  my  opiniony  But,  I  dare  fay,  with- 
out defign. — Inftead  of  reprefenting  the 
Child-bed  Fever  as  a  difeafe  originally  pu- 
trid ;  I  have  exprefsly  ajferted  the  contrary 
in  page  91,  in  the  folio Vving  wprds  : — 

Confidering  the  fuppuration  of  Omentutn 
and  large  quantity  of  purulent  fluid  found 
in  the  abdomen  after  death  ;  it  is  eafy  to 
fee  how  a  Fever  truly  imflammatory  in  the 
hcginningy  may  foon  become  putndhy  ab~ 

forption 
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forption  of  that  fluid,  which  like  old  Leve?i 
will  taint  the  blood,  &c." 

Dr.  Home,  in  hisvery  ufeful  clinical  Ex- 
periments, page  89  has  not  been  more  exadl 
than  they;  for  in  mentioning  the  caufes 
affigned  for  the  produdion  of  Child-bed 
Fever,  he  fpeaks  thus  j  Thofe  who  affirm 
that  an  imflammation  of  the  Uterus  and  In- 
teftines  are  the  caufe  of  the  Difeafe,  as  Dn 
Huime  and  Dr.  Leake ^  advife  this  evacuation 
(namely)  Bleeding.^* 

So  far  from  affirming  that  inflammation 
of  the  Uterus  is  the  caufe  of  this  fever ;  at 
page  97  I  have  exprelTed  myfelf  as  follows. 
"  From  this  preceding  Hiftory  of  the  Child- 
bed Fever,  the  fubfequent  conclufions  may 
be  drawn;  viz.  firft,  that  it  does  not  arife 
from  corrupted  Milk  ox  objiru^ed  Lochia ; 
fccondly,  that  it  is  not  owing  to  infiammation 
oj-  the  Uterus,  &c, — It  is  fomevvhat  extra-^ 
ordinary,  that  thofe  who  undertake  to  com- 
municate the  opinions  of  others  fhoidd  be  fo 
much  wanting  in  attention  and  accuracy. 

SECTION 
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SECTION  III. 

^Ofthe  Prophylaaic  Method,  of  Means  con-- 
tributing  to  prevent  the  Difeafe, 

T 

X.  H  E  Child-bed  Fever,  when  produced 
by  a  diftemperature  of  air,  like  the  epe- 
demic  dyfentery,  or  ulcerous  fore  throat, 
may  at  laft  become  infedious ;  but 
when  it  only  arifes  from  fuch  accidental 
caufes  as  have  already  been  enumerated, 
and  which  are  confined  to  particular  ha- 
bits and  conftitutions ;  I  believe  it  will 
then  never  communicate  itfelf  to  a  fecond 
perfon. 

It  is  probable,  that  many  difeafes  which 
are  fore-feen,  might  either  be  prevented  or 
rendered  lefs  dangerous  in  their  event,  by 
what  is  called  the  prophylaBic  method^  a 
branch  of  phyfic  not  hitherto  fufficiently 
cultivated  or  attended  to. 

Sydenham 
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Sydenha?n  fuppofes,  that  of  thofe  womea 
who  die  in  Child-bed,  fcarcely  one  in  ten 
of  them  fail  for  want  of  flrength,  or  by 
what  they  have  endured  in  labor ;  but  in 
confequence  of  their  rifing  too  foon  from 
bed  j  and  therefore  he  would  not  have 
them  taken  up  till  the  tenth  day  after  deli- 
very. There  is  fo  much  reafon  in  this  ob- 
fervation,  that  it  ought  to  be  duly  regarded  j 
but  I  think  it  may  be  faid  with  truth,  the 
proportion  of  thofe  dying  of  Child-bed 
Fever,  compared  to  the  number  who  die 
from  dangerous  or  difficult  labours,  is  at 
leaft  double  of  that  mentioned  by  Dr. 
Sydenham. 

It  is  fometimes  eaifer  to  avoid  the  ap- 
proach of  an  evil  than  to  find  a  remedy  for 
it  when  prefehtj  therefore  every  attempt 
towards  that  end  will  be  more  or  lefs  necef- 
fary,  in  proportion  to  the  danger  of  the 
evil  itfelf  j  and  fince  it  appears  that  Child- 
bed Fever,  in  the  epidemic  feafon,  is  fre- 
quently fatal ;  it  would  be  a  moft  de- 

firable 
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firable  circumflance,  and  a  thing  of  real 
importance,  if  means  could  be  devifed  to  fe- 
ciire  women  from  its  malignant  influence. 

I  am  inclined  to  hope  that  this  is 
poflible,  at  leaft  in  a  certain  degree;  and 
the  rather  from  what  has-  been  judicioufly 
and  experimentally  laid  down  on  the  fub- 
jedt  of  Fevers  and  InfeBion,  by  Dr.  hind: 
Or,  although  the  difeafe  fhould  appear, 
the  fymptoms  would  probably  be  milder, 
and  the  event  more  favorable. 

We  have  obferved,  that  when  the  body 
is  endowed  with  exquifite  fenfibility, 
the  more  it  becomes  difpofed  to  receive 
infection  j  it  would  therefore  be  rational 
and  expedient,  when  this  difeafe  is  moft 
frequent  and  fatal,  to  adminifter  fuch  me- 
dicines, a  few  days  before  and  after  delivery  y 
as  have  been  known  to  ftrengthen  the  con- 
ftitution,  and  diminifh  the  fenfibility  and  ir- 
ritability of  the  habit.  Nothing  would  fo 
powerfully  contribute  to  thisend,  as  the  li- 
beral ufe  oiFeruvianBark^and  mineral  Acids  ^ 

with 
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with  the  calybeat  waters,  particularly  thofe 
of  Pyrmont  or  Spa,    Where  the  nervous 
fyftem  is  extremely  delicate,  and  thrown 
into  diforder  from  flight  accidental  caufes  ; 
the  prudent  ufe  of  opiu7n  would  alfo  be 
attended  with  great  advantage ;  it  would 
reftore  reft  to  the  body,  and  tranquility  to 
the  mind,  by    difpolTeffing    it   of  thofe 
difquieting  ideas  w^hich  difturb  and  pre- 
vert  the  natural  fecretions,  and  tend  to 
excite  fever.    It  has  been  fuppofed,  thi* 
medicine  would  fufpend  the  bodily  powers, 
and  render  them  torpid  or  fluggifli  in  fha* 
king  off  difeafes,  but-  this  appears  too  hafty 
a  conjedlure;  for  in  wortien  of  hyfteric 
habits,  who  fuffer  from  agitation  of  mind, 
or  want  of  fleep,  and  where  the  pulfe  from 
thence  becomes  quick,  weak  and  tremu- 
lous ;  there  is  not  to  be  found,  a  more  fo- 
vereign  and  effediual  cordial  in  the  whole 
Metcria  Medica. 

It  will  alfo  be  neceflary  to  caution  the 
patient  againft  all  fuch  adventitious  caufes 

as 
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as  have  been  known  to  produce  this  fever* 
or  add  influence  to  the  atmofphcre  in 
bringing  it  on ;  fuch  as  fudden  terror^  or 
long-continued  diftrefs  of  mind  j  errors  in 
diety  or  cold  air  admitted  to  the  body  in  a 
full  ftream.  Her  food  Ihould  be  fimple, 
Cafy  of  digeftion,  and  chiefly  of  the  acef- 
cent  kind;  her  drink  may  be  wine  and 
water,  acidulated  with  orange-juice,  or  any 
of  the  grateful  acids.  She  fliould  ufe 
gentle  exercife,  and  breathe  a  pure,  open  air, 
guarding  againfl:  all  fudden  changes  from 
one  extreme  to  another.  The  bed-chamber 
ifter  delivery,  fhould  be  cool,  and  neither 
incommoded  with  much  noife  or  fl:rong 
light.  In  a  word,  the  body  fliould  be 
kept  ftill  and  quiet,  and  every  thing  care- 
fully avoided  which  difagreeably  engages 
attention  of  mind. 

Nothing  will  fooncr  difpofe  the  fluids 
to  putrefadlion,  than  long  fajling  which 
occafions  a  ftrong  breath,  and  loofenefs  of 
the  teeth ;  fo  that  animals  ftarved  to  death, 

may 
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may  be  faid  in  reality  to  rot  alive.  From 
this  circumftance  may  be  inferred,  the 
great  advantage  of  frequently  taking  ali- 
ment, or  attemperating  acefcent  fluids,  to 
prevent  difeafes  of  the  putrid  kind  j  for  it 
hs^s  been  obferved,  they  will  long  furvive, 
by  the  ufe  of  water  only,  which  carries  ojflf 
the  acrimonious  falts,  and  rancid  oils,  by. 
urine  j  and  thereby  hinders  the  juices  from 
becoming  putrid. 

The  pernicious  cuftom  of  binding  the 
body  too  tight,  ought  alfo  to  be  avoided ; 
as  it  will  produce  difficulty  of  breathing, 
head-ach,  and  oppreffion  at  itomach. 

Particular  odors  will  likewife  occafion 
bad  effeds,  and  have  an  inconceivable 
power  on  fome  particular  women  of  deli- 
cate hyfterical  habits;  being  fometimes" 
known  to  bring  on  ficknefs  at  ftomach,  de- 
lirium or  faintings. 

It  will  be  advifeable  for  the  patient  to 
fuckle  her  child,  at  leaft  for  the  firfl  month, 
L  although 
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although  the  principle  danger  feems  to  be 
over  before  the  end  of  a  fortnight. 

Nothing  will  fo  foon  difpofe  women  to 
this  fever,  as  breathing  a  putrid,  confined 
air,  efpecially  if  it  be  warm  and  moift ; 
for  thefe  qualities  deftroy  its  elaflic  power, 
and  not  only  render  it  impure  and  unfit  for 
refpiration,  but  more  apt  to  generate  dif- 
e'afes  of  the  putrid  kind. 

Peu  gives  a  very  ftriking  and  felf-evident 
proof  of  the  truth  of  this  alTertion  ;  hav- 
ing obferved,  m  hofpitals  where  women 
wxre  delivered  in  wards  among  the  wound- 
ed, many  of  them  died  j  fo  as  to  occafion 
a  fufpicion  of  the  fkill  or  attention  of  thofe 
who  delivered  them.*  The  matter  being, 
properly  confidered,  they  difcovered,  that 
this  iincommor|i  mortality  was  owing  to 
putrid  effluvia  continually  exhaling  from 
the  wounds  of  the  fick ;  and  as  a  confir- 
mation 


PfM'la  Praliq..  des  accouch.  liv,  ii.  chap.  i.  pag.  e68. 


ON  CHILD-BED  FEVER.  155 

mation  of  this  conjedure,  it  was  obferved, 
that  when  the  number  of  wounded  patients 
increafed,  fo  did  this  contagious  fever 
among  child-bed  women,  and  vice  veria. 

This  circumftance  will  fuggeft  a  ufeful  ^ 
hint,  which  ought  to  be  duly  regarded  by 
all  thofe  who  have  the  diredion  and  fuper- 
intendance  of  public  Lying-in  Hofpitals. 
The  wards  (hould  not  be  over  crowded 
with  beds,  in  order  to  avoid  the  danger 
of  breathing  air  rendered  impure  by  too 
many  people  confine.d  in  a  narrow  fpace  j 
as  well  as  the  cries  of  children  and  noife  of 
fuch  women  as  happen  to  be  in  labor. 
The  different  wards  fhould  not  only  be 
kept  exceedingly  clean,  but  alfo  ventilated 
by  aftream  of  frefh  air  paffing  frequently 
through  them,  as  they  become  empty  by 
fucceffion. 

When  the  heat  of  weather  is  extreme  ; 
the  air  may  be  rendered  cool  and  retrefliing, 
as  well  as  antifeptic,  by  fprinkling  the 
boards  with  pure  water  and  vinegar;  for 

.  all 
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all  fluids  in  a  ftate  of  evaporation,  have 
been  found  to  generate  cold. 

This  method  was  conflantly  obferved 
at  the  Wejlminjier 'lying-in  Hbfpitah  during 
the  epidemic  feafon,  Such  wards  may 
alfo  be  fumigated  with  fragrant  gums,  as 
thofe  of  Myrrhs  and  gum  copah  with  the 
addition  of  Cafcarilla  bark  ;  but  above  all, 
the  fteams  of  boiling  vinegar,  to  which 
lavender  flowers  have  been  added,  with  a 
fufficient  quantity  of  ca?7iphire,  may  fre- 
quently be  taken  into  the  lungs,  as  the 
moft  grateful  and  effedual  prefervative  that 
perhaps  is  to  be  found. 

That  excellent  pradlical  author,  Dr. 
Li?id  obferves,  the  admiflion  of  pure  air, 
or  the  moft  perfedt  ventilation,  is  not  al- 
ways fufficient  to  expel  the  h^feSiious  mat- 
ter from  the  place  of  its  refidence ;  he 
therefore  recommends  the  application  of 
flre  and  fmoke,  as  the  moft  certain  and  ef- 
fectual means  of  extinguilhing  the  fouree 
of  contagion :    He  alfo  advifes  burning 

wood 
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wood  fires;  for,  it  has  been  experimentally- 
found,  that  the  fmoak  of  burning  wood 
not  only  tends  greatly  to  abate  its  violence, 
but  alfo  to  preferve  the  uninfeded  from 
its  malignant  power. 

He  diredis  the  wards,  or  infeded  cham- 
bers of  the  fick,  to  be  clofely  fhut  up, 
and  then  fumigated  with  brimjione  Jirewed 
on  charcoal  Jires ;   he  further  adds,  that 
except  the  plague  itfelf,  no  infedion  more 
peflilential  and  mortal  has  been  known 
to  prevail  any  where,  than  thofe  in  fome 
fhipsj     yet  he  never    knew  any  fhip 
wliich  did  not  immediately  become  healthy, 
after  being  thus  carefully  and  properly  fu- 
migated ;  and  if  we  are  not  mifinformed, 
fome  very  late  accounts  from  abroad  afTure 
,us,  that  the  plague  itfelf  was  prevented  by 
methods  of  the  like  kind. 

In  the  year  1775,  when  the  Child-Bed 
Fever  again  prevailed  with  great  violence, 
at  the  Weftminfler-Lying-In  Hofpital,  and 
proved  fatal  to  feveral  women ;  I  diredted 

the 
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the  beds  in  the  wards  to  be  taken  down,  the 
curtains  to  be  waflied,  and  bedcloaths  plac- 
ed in  the  fun,  expofed  to  a  ftream  of  frefh 
air:  The  wards  being  then  clofely  fliut  up, 
were  fumigated  for  two  days  with  Sulphur , 
'Pitch i  and  tobacco  Stalks  ftrewed  on  char- 
coal fires ;    after  which  the  walls  were 
white-wafhed,  and  the  wards  being  tho- 
roughly cleaned,  were  fprinkled  with  catn- 
ploorated  vinegar.    The  beds  being  then 
replaced,  fuch  was  the  falutary  effedls  of 
this  method,  in  putting  a  flop  to  the  dif- 
eafe,  that  of  feveral   patients  foon  after 
admitted,  only  two  were  feized  with  it, 
one  of  which  died. 

Next  to  the  fmoak  of  burning  wood, 
efpecially  fpruce,  or  that  of  the  terebin- 
thinate  kind ;  he  efteems  the  fumes  of  gun- 
powder, for  purifying  a  tainted  air.  All 
^bodies,  during  their  confumption  by  fire, 
afford  a  large  quantity  oimephitic  air,  which 
has  been  found  powerfully  to  refifl:  putre- 
fadion  ;  and  upon  this  principle,  I  believe, 

the 
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the  good  effedl  of  the  preceding  method 
folely  depends, 

Experiments  fhew,  that  animals  cannot 
long  furvive,  nor  flame  fubfifl:,  without 
the  acceflion  of  frefli,  pure  air;  even  a  com- 
mon candle  will  require  a  gallon  of  this 
fluid  in  a  minute.  Confidering  therefore,  that 
the  atmofphere  is  continually  injured  by 
the  corruption  of  perifliable  bodies  and 
the  effed:  of  artificial  fires,  with  thofe  im- 
menfe  ones,  proceeding  from  volcano's  ;  it 
feemed  a  matter  of  wonder,  how  the  air 
could  flill  preferve  its  original  purity ;  *till 
Dr.  Pricjlly  difcovered,  that  the  perfpirable 
matter  or  effluvia  of  vegetables  is  the  grand 
refource,  and  fovereign  remedy  which  na- 
ture applies  to  reflore  the  falutary  princi- 
ples of  air,  thus  injured  and  rendered  unfit 
for  refpiration. 

From  this  circurtiflance,  it  will  appear 
no  irrational   caution,   to  place  pots  of 
myrtle,   fouthern-wood,   or  mint  in  the 
chamberof  the  fick,  during  the  epedemical 
feafon ;  as  thofe  vegetables  are  continually 

throw- 
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throwing  off  their  anticeptic  vapot .  But  it 
is  to  be  obferved,  that  the  good  thus  pro- 
duced is  not  owing  to  any  aromatic  qua- 
lity; for  vegetables  of  an  offenfive  fmell, 
and  even  fuch  as  were  almofl:  inodorous, 
were  found  moft  powerful  in  refilling  the 
putrefcent  quality  of  air. 

Hence  the  cullom,  with  fome  of  putting 
green  bows  round  the  fick,  or  fprinkling 
the  ground  with  new  gathered  leaves,  and 
flowers,  on  the  fuppofition  of  affording  re- 
frefhment,  and  difpofing  the  patient  to  deep, 
does  not  feem  ill-founded  j  for  although 
they  were  ignorant  how  fuch  relief  was 
procured,  they  might,  notwithftanding, 
have  f^gacity  enough  to  obferve  the  effect 
was  certain. 

The  Matro?Js  of  all  Public  Hofpitals,  in 
cafes  of  extreme  danger,  ought  to  admi- 
nifter  the  medicine  prefcribed  with  their 
own  hands ;  they  fliould  alfo  take  care  the 
nurfes  do  their  duty,  and  frequently  fupply 
the  patients  with  clean,  well-airecl  linen; 

other- 
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other  wife,  the  warmth  of  weather  in  fum-. 
mer,  added  to  the  heat  of  body,  may 
occafion  a  corruption  of  lochia,  which  will 
taint,  the  air,  and  not  only  render  it  offenfive, 
but  highly  noxious. 

During  the  fiHl  weak  or  ten  days  after 
delivery,  women  ihould  wear  half  fhifts 
and  fkirts,  for  the  greater  conveniance  of 
changing  them  with  eafe,  as  occafion  may 
require. 

In  fuch  Hofpitals  there  ought  to  be  par- 
ticular beds  or  couches,  for  the  lake  of  de- 
licacy and  neatnefs,  as  well  as  to  keep  the 
reft  dry  and  clean  ;  Thefe  delivery  beds, 
as  they  are  called,  being  placed  upon  cafters, 
may  be  brought  clofe  to  another  bed  pre- 
pared for  the  reception  of  the  patient,  into 
which  fhe  may  be  gently  conveyed,  after 
refting  a  little  to  recover  her  ftrength  and 
fpirits  from  the  fatigue  of  labor:  This 
method  will  aftbrd  exceeding  comfort  and 
refrefhment  to  a  woman  after  delivery,  and 
will  alfo  contribute  greatly  to  her  recovery, 

by 
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by  removing  her  from  the  wet  linen,  which, 
otherwife,  would  fubjed  her  to  take  cold. 
.  The  mattrefles  and  bedding  fhould  often 
be  infpedled,  and  frequently  expofed  to  the 
fun  and  open  air ;  and  all  foul  linen  fhould 
immediately  be  removed  out  of  the  wards ; 
together  with  the  putrid,  bilious  fluids, 
rejeded  by  the  ftomach  or  bowels. 

When  the  patients  at  the  Wejlminjler 
"Lying-in  Hofpital  were  helplefs,  and  una^ 
ble  to  fit  up  in  bed  to  take  refrefhment; 
they  were  fupported  by  a  kind  oihalf  chair y 
made  for  that  purpofe,  and  placed  behind 
the  back,  which  was  found  extremely  ufe- 
ful  on  fuch  occafions, 
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SECTION  IV. 

iVJlory  and  Treahnent  of  Child-bed  Fever 
further  illujirated  by  Cafesy  with  PraBical 
Remarks  on  the  whole.     Alfo  occafional 
Animadverfions-  on  the  Sedion    of  the 
Symphyfs  Pubis,  as  a  fiihjlitute  for  the 
Caefarian  Operation. 

T^HE  reader  will  find  that  the  fbllowing 
Cafes  were  not  fet  downi  with  aay 
intention  to  Ihow  how  fuccefs fully  they 
were  treated ;  but  rather  as  examples  of 
the  dangerous  tendency  of  this  difeafe, 
which  was  oftentimes  fuch  as  neither  art 
or  nature  had  power  to  fubc|ue  :  L'  have 
paid  no  regard  to  the  caution  of  omitting 
fome  of  thofe  where  it  was  fatal,  or  of 
inferting  others  when  the  event  was  favor- 
able j  in  fhort,  I  have  no  were  fuppreffed 
the  mention  of  a  fingle  circumflance  which 
I  thought  could  prove  of  the  kail  ufe  in 

being 
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being  known ;  but  have  defcribed  it  as  I 
found  it  in  the  epidemic  feafon,  and  as  it 
will  be  found  by  others,  under  the  like  cir- 
cumftances,  viz.  dangerous  in  its  nature, 
and  difficult  of  cure. 

From  what  has  been  advanced,  it  appears 
that  the  human  body  is  fo  conftitutcd,  as 
only  to  fuftain  violence  to  a  certain  degree ; 
and  therefore,  if  the  force  of  a  dangerous 
difeafe  be  fuperadded  to  that  indifpofition 
brought  on  the  habit  by  delivery,  it  is  ge- 
nerally then  much  more  fatal  than  at  any 
other  time  j  fo  that  certain  maladies  which 
might  have  been  feparately  endured,  be- 
come deflrudlive  by  their  united  power. 
In  thtfmall pox,  for  inftance,  taken  in  the 
natural  way,  about  one  in  feven  or  eight 
may  probably  die;  but  fuppofmg  thofe 
affeded  with  it  to  be  women  at  the  point  of 
delivery,  very  few  of  the  whole  number 
will  be  found  to  recover. 


CASE 
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CASE  I. 

Elizabeth  Waters,  a  young  woman  of  a 
ftrong  healthy  habit,  aged  twenty  one,  was 
delivered  in  the  Wejiminjier  New  Lying-in 
Hofptal,  April  the  7th,  1768.  On  the 
the  fourth  day  after,  fhe  complained  of  head- 
ach,  which  flie  faid  was  owing  to  her  be- 
ing difturbed  by  another  patient  in  labor, 
who  lay  near  her  in  the  fame  ward  :  Her 
pulfe  was  tolerably  good,  and  neither  very 
full  nor  frequent,  but  as  her  head-ach  con- 
tinued till  the  next  morning ;  eight  ounces 
of  blood  was  then  taken  from  the  .arm, 
which  afforded  her  much  relief.  She  had 
milk  in  her  breafts,  and  the  lochia  were 
difcharged  in  due  quantity,  without  any 
pain  or  tenfion  of  the  belly.  Two  days 
after,  the  pain  in  her  head  returned  with 
violence,  attended  with  thirft  and  fever,  for 
which  fhe  lofl  feven  ounces  more  blood  : 
fhe  took  a  laxative  mixture,  which  had  its 
proper  effed:,   and  afterwards  the  faline 

draughts 
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draughts  every  four  or  five  hours,  from 
which  fhe  feemed  better  ;  but  as  the  pain 
in  her  head  ftill  continued,  I  direded  leeches 
to  her  temples  the  next  evening,  which 
gave  her  eafe. 

She  was  apparently  much  better  for  a 
few  daySj  her  appetite  being  good,  and  her 
afpe(5t  chearful ;  but  foon  after  relapfed* 
and  was  feized  with  fevere  and  excrutiating 
pains,  hke  thofe  of  acute  rheumatifm,  in 
in  her  limbs  and  body  :  She  became  quite 
helplefs,  and  was  not  able  to  turn  herfelf 
in  bed  without  affiftance, 

I  attended  this  patient  with  Dr.  Brkkefi- 
den,  one  of  the  phyficians  of  the  hofpital. 
We  diredled  antimonial  powders,  which 
fhe  took  occafionally,  but  without  much 
relief ;  as  the  pains  continued,  with  a 
flow,  lingering  fever,  for  feven  or  eight 
days ;  and  when  they  abated,  were  fucceded 
by  a  number  of  bluifli  difcolorations  on  the 
ikin,  which  were  terminated  by  abfcefies 

in 
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in  different  parts  of  het  body  :  As  they  ad- 
vanced llowly,  and  did  not  point  with  ten- 
tion  and  rednefs,  but  were  foft  and  of  ai 
pale>  livid  hue;  we  dire(5led  the.  bark  with 
wine  and  good  nourifhment  to  quicken  the 
circulation,  and  affift  nature  in  bringing 
them  forwards,  for  they  plainly  appeared  of 
the  critical  kind;  but  notwithftanding  they 
Were  cbnftantly  poulticed  twice  a-day,  not 
one  of  them  came  to  fuppuration,  even  at 
the  end  of  fix  weeks  from  the  beginning  of 
the  diforder ;  Ihe  was  therefore  removed,  to 
the  Wejlminjler  HofptaU  where  the  abfceffes 
in  number  eighteen y  as  I  was  informed, 
were  ©penned,  and  after  remaining  fome 
weeks  there,  Ihe  at  laft  recovered;  and 
being  cured  and  difcharged,  came  and  re- 
turned thanks  at  the  Lying-in  HofpitaL 


CASE. 
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CASE  II. 

Elizabeth  Becket,  aged  twenty-fix,  and 
of  a  healthy  conftitution,  after  a  difficult 
labor  which  lafted  feveral  hours,  was  deli- 
vered of  a  dead  child  at  the  Hofpifal,  Fe^ 
briiary  the  i8th,  1769. 

She  was  afFedled  with  head-ach,  and  fick 
at  ftomach,  from  the  day  of  delivery,  but 
did  not  vomit. 

February  Her  pulfe  being  frequent, 

and  fomewhat  full  and  ftrong,  and  the 
head-ach  violent,  I  direded  eight  ounces  of 
blood  to  be  taken  away ;  an  emollient 
clyfter  was  then  adminiftered,  and  flie  af- 
terwards took  the  faline  draughts,  with 
fperm.  ceti  cwery  five  or  fix  hours.  To* 
wards  evening  fhe  had  four  bilious  ftools, 
and  appeared  better. 

20th.  Her  thirfl  was  exceffive,  her 
tongue  white  and  dry,  fhe  perfpired  httle, 
and  had  three  evacuations  by  ftool ;  flie 

diluted 
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diluted  plentifully  with  weak  tea,  and  took 
her  medicines  as  before. 

^iift.  Slept  little,  her  eyes  were  blood- 
fliot  and  prominent,  and  her  head-ach 
not  abated ;  her  Ikin  was  dry,  and  her 
pulfe  being  ftronger  than  ufual  in  fuch 
cafes,  eight  ounces  more  blood  were  taken 
away. 

2ad.  She  flept  the  preceding  night ;  her 
head-ach  greatly  relieved,  and  all  the  fe- 
brile fymptoms  manifeftly  abated ;  not- 
withftanding,  flie  remained  weak  and  help- 
lefs,  and  had  involuntary  ftools  for  a  few 
days  after ;  but  as  her  ftrength  increafed, 
this  inconvenience  went  off,  and  in  a  fort- 
night's time  from  the  firft  attack,  fhe  per- 
fedly  recovered. 

The  milk  continued  till  the  fifth  day,  and 
.the  lochial  difcharge  did  not  feern  altered 
from  its  natural  ftate. 

REMARKS. 
I  would  not  here  have  it  inferred  that 
thefe  two  patients  recovered  becaufe  bleed- 
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ing  was  direded;  but  rather  from  their 
having  this  fever  when  the  feafon  was  not 
epidemical y  for  I  have  aheady  remarked,  that 
the  attack  is'  not  then  fo  violent,  and  all 
the  fubfequent  fymptoms  ^re  lefs  fevere : 
The  fliivering  fit  in  the  beginning,  is  ge- 
nerally lefs,  and  the  diarrhfea  and  bilious  vo- 
miting are  either  inconfiderable,  or  do  not 
appear  at  all ;  the  pulfe  is  neither  fo  quick 
or  weak,  and  the  Mz-aSt,  inftead  of  being 
terminated  about  the  tenth  or  eleventh  day, 
it  often  protraded  beyond  that  period,  from 
acute  becoming  truly  chronical,  and  then 
feldom  proving  fatal. 

Eliz.  Burgefs  was  the  firft  patient  feized 
with  Child-Bed  Fever  in  the  epidemic  fea- 
fon; flie  was  delivered  on  the  6th  of 
December y  1 769,  and  died  about  twelve  days 
after ;  but  the  particulars  of  her  cafe  I 
cannot  diftindly  remember. 

CASE  nr. 

Juliana  Thompfon,  aged  twenty-one,  and  ." 
of  a  delicate  habit,  having  received  ji  ftroke 

on 
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<3n  her  belly,  was  fuddenly  feized  with 
labor,  and  delivered  in  a  chair  as  fhe  was 
coming  to  the  hofpital,  December  the  7th, 
1769. 

She  continued  pretty  well  for  the  two 
firll  days,  but'  was  languid  and  de- 
jtded  in  fpirits,  having  had  a  flight  ute* 
rine  haemorrhage  from  the  time  flie  re<* 
ceived  the  hurt  to  that  of  being  delivered. 

December  10,  Was  feverifli  and  thirfty, 
and  :  complained  of  great  pain  in  her  head  j 
there  was  no  appearance  of  milk,  and 
the-  lochia  were  difcharged  in  natural 
quantity.  She  took  lenitive  eled.  with 
oil  df- almonds,  which  procured  her  two 
or  three  evacuations;  thirft  and  fever 
were;  abated,  and  head-ach  was  much 
better. 

nth.  Continued  better,  and  was  able 
to  lit  up  in  bed. 

1 2th.  Her  face  was  florid,  her  cheeks 
were  befet  with  a  deep  crimfon  color,  and 
the  pulfe  was  quick  and  weak;  the  tongue 

M  2,  '  looked 
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looked  clean,  though  her  tliirft  was  intenfe; 
Ihe  diluted  plentifully  with  tea  and  barley- 
water ;  the  faline  mixture  with-  fperm. 
ceti  was  given  occafionally,  and  a  clyfter 
of  beef- water  direded  to  be  adminiftered . 
Towards  evening  difficulty  of  breathing 
came  on,  with  oppreffion  at  her  breaft,  and 
pain  in  her  left  fide. 

When  I  vifited  this  patient  with  Dr.  Ford, 
we  di reded  the  tartar  emetic  in  the  third 
part  of  a  grain  to  be  given  every  four  or 
five  hours,  and  a  blijler  to  be  applied  to 
her  fide ;  the  emollient  clyfter  was  alfo 
repeated. , 

She  had  fix  or  feven  motions  in  the  night, 
and  the  next  day  appeared  eafier,  but  was 
languid  and  weak;  herpulfe  continued  very 
quick,  and  the  blifier  did  not  rife. 

As  there  was  fediment  in  her  urine,  with 
figns  of  remiffion,  we  thought  it  advife- 
able  to  try  the  hark  in  decodion  ;  but  it 
purged  her  immoderately,  although  the 

fimple 
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fimple  cinnamon-water  was  added,  and 
therefore  it  was  left  off. 

Next  day  fhe  complained  of  pains 
fhooting  downwards  from  her  ftomach  to 
the  navel,  for  which  a  volatile  linime?it  was- 
applied,  but  as  it  did  not  procure  much 
relief ;  we  dired;ed  a  warm  bath  the  day- 
following,  in  the  manner  already  mentioned 
at  p.  117  J  a  long  flannel  gown  being  next 
her  fkin,  Ihe  was  afterwards  put  into  a 
warm  bed;  and  fupplied  with  beef-tea  and 
other  fluids,  jn  prder  to  encourage  perfpi- 
ration, 

Bladders  half  filled  with  warm  water, 
and  wrapped  in  flannels,  were  applied  to 
her  flomach  and  fides,  where  fhe  flill  com- 
plained of  pain  awd  opprefTion,  and  the 
emollient  clyfters  were  alfo  continued,  with 
g"-  XXX  of  thebaic  tinSlure. 

The  next  day  her  belly  began  to  fwell, 
though  the  purging  flill  continued;  fhe 
had  partial,  faint  fweets  on  her  breafl  and 
face,  and  was  now  extremely  weak,  though 

perfed:ly 


174   PRACTICAL  OBSERVATIONS 

^erkaiy  fenfible,  but  could  take  nothing 
except  nourifhrnent  for  feveral  d.-s  before 
her  death,  which  happened  on  t'  ^^th' 
of  December-y  being  the  fifteenth  day  from 
.the  time  of  the  febrile  attack. 

Margaret  Walker,  another  patient  in  the 
fame  ward,  was  delivered  on  the  n  th  of 
December,  and  fickned  foon  after  the  for- 
mer ;  They  both  lay  ill  at  the  fame  time, 
and  labored  under  iymptoms  fo  exadly 
fimilar,  that  it  would  be  unnecefTary  to 
fet  down  the  particulars  of  this  laft  cafe : 
She  died  on  the  21ft  of  the  faid  month, 
nine  days  after  being  feized  with  the 
difeafe. 

CASE  IV. 

Mrs,  T.  a  lady  near  the  Abbey  in 
Wejiminflery ;  young,  and  of  a  ftrong  and 
healthy  habit,  after  a  labor  perfedly 
natural,  was  fuddenly  attacked  with  a 
violent  fhivering  fit,  the  third  day  after 
delivery,  being  the  jl  fl  of  January  1 770 : 

She 
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She  was  alfo  affefted  with  a  thrilling, 
uncommon  fenfation,  as  if  a  cold,  wet 
{heet  had  been  wrapped  round  her  body.. 

She  complained- of  head-ach,  and  was- 
jfick  at  ftomach ;  during  the  excefs  of 
febrile  heat,  her  pulfe  beat  a  hundred  and 
thirty  ftrokes  in  a  minute,  and  was  more 
full  and  ftrong  than  ufual  in  this  fever; 
her  countenance  was  florid,  and  much 
altered  from  its  natural  flate,  having  an 
unufual  ftare  with  her  eyes. 

Ismail  portions  of  emetic  tartar^  viz.  the 
fourth  part  of  a  grain,  were  given  with 
the  faline  mixture,  every  four  hours  :  She 
diluted  plentifully  with  barley  water  and 
balm-tea,  but  did  not  perfpire. 

Second  day  after  the  attack,  a  violent 
bilious  purging  came  on  j  the  antimonial 
powders  were  then  given  by  longer  inter- 
vals ;  the  faline  mixture  was  difcontinued, 
"and  emollient  clyfters  were  dir^ded :  She 
took  rice-water,  and  the  white  decodlion 
for  common  drink. 

The 
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The  fever  and  diarrhaea  continued  vi- 
olent for  three  or  four  days ;  her  belly 
fwelled,  and  Ihe  frequently  complained 
of  much  pain  at  the  bottom  of  her  fto- 
mach,  and  towards  the  navel ;  Sometimes 
there  feemed  to  be  obfcure  figns  of  re- 
fniffion  in  the  morning;  hut  towards 
evening,  the  fever  again  returned  with 
violence. 

She  apparenti)'  grew  worfe,  and  as  I 
was,  at  that  time,  ill  and  unable  to  give 
her  due  attendance,  I  delired  Dr.  Hunter 
might  be  called  in,  which  was  accord- 
ingly done.    He  direded  eight  ounces  of 
blood  to  be  taken  away  j  the  clyfters  to 
be  repeated,    and  a  bladder,  h^tA  with 
fcalded  bran,  to  be  applied  warm  to  the 
umbilical  region.   -The  next  day,    I  met 
Dr.  Himtcr^  and  Dr.  Hugh  Smith  :  The  fa- 
line  draughts,  with   ^fs  of  co?ife^.  du' 
mocratis    were  direded  every  fix  hours, 
and  in  other  refpeds,    much  the  fame 
method  was  purfued  as  before. 

When 
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When  Dr.  Smith. wKit^d  this  patient  with 
me  the  day  following,  we  found  her  deli- 
rious, and  therefore,  inftead  of  the' con- 
fed:,  damocratis,  9i  of  the  pu/v.  contrayer, 
c.  was  added  to  each  faline  draught,  which 
was  ordered  to.  be  continued  as  before : 
Four  fpoonful  of  tindure  of  rofes  were 
given  by  intervals  and  clyfters  of  chicken- 
water  directed  to  be  adminiflred  frequently. 
The  two  following  days  I  was  prevented 
from  feeing  her  j  during  which,  fhe  took 
medicines  of  the  warm  cordial  kind,  but 
without  perfpiration,  or  any  abatement  of 
the  febrile  fymptoms, 

A  few  days  before  her  death,  f[ie  was 
delirious  j  her  eyes  were  blood-fhot  and 
^lled  with  involuntary  tears  \  a  miliary 
eruption  appeared  very  thick  on  her  breall 
and  body,  and  her  ftools,  which  were 
frequent  and  very  foetid,  came  away  in^ 
fenlibly. 


Leeches 
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Leeches  were  then  applied  to  her  temples ; 
the  clyfters  were  repeated,  and  her  ftrength 
was  fupported  by  nourifhment  and  wine, 
but  without  a  falutary  effed ;  for  on  the 
twelfth  of  January  Ihe  died  j  and  feveral 
hours  before  her  death  becanie  perfedly 
fenfible. 

The  lochia  were  difcharged  in  due  quan- 
tities, but  there  was  no  fecretion  of  milk, 

REMARKS. 

The  %ns  of  putrefadion  in  this  pa- 
tient before  death,  were  very  evident : 
The  fmell  of  the  room  feveral  days  after 
fhe  was  buried  being  intolerably  ofFenfive, 
.  notwithftanding  it  had  been  thoroughly 
cleanfed  and  fumigated  with  frankincenfe. 

Purgative  medicines,  which  are  found  fo 
extremely  beneficial  in  the  fecondary,  pu- 
trid fever  after  the  fmall-pox,  cannot  here 
be  emplpyed  to  advantage,  becaufe  of  the 
tendernefs  of  the  bowels  and  exceflive  lofs 
of  ftrength  from  the  preceeding  dirrha?a ; 

fo 
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(o  that  Peruvian  hark,  with  opiates  and 
frequent  noiirilhments,  feem  moft  likely 
to  afford  relief,  where  that  is  in  the  power 
of  medicine  J  but  unfortunately,  the  ftate 
pf  the  patient  is  generally  at  this  time 
fuch,  for  the  reafons  already  given,  as  ex- 
cludes all  human  affiftance. 

Where  the  ftools  are  exceffively  putrid, 
it  might  be  worth  while  to  try  the  effedl^ 
of  fluids  which  contain  a  large  quantity  of 
fixed  air,  given  in  clyflers,  as  they  have 
been  found  powerfully  to  refift  putrefac- 
tion, agreeable  to  fome  late  hints  in  Dr,  ^ 
Priejlly^s  curious  tradt  on  the  method  of 
impregnating  water  with  fixed  air, 

Elizabeth  TomkinSy  alfo  died  of  this  fe* 
Ver,  the  15th  of  January ^  1770. 

CASE  V. 

Mary  Evansy  aged  twenty-nine.  Was 
delivered  February  the  5th,  1770,  with- 
out any  uncommon  circumflance  attend- 
ing her  labor,  which  was  eafy  and  natural. 

Her 
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Her  habit  of  body  was  apparently  good, 
but  being  crooked  and  narrow-chelled,  Die 
was  fiibjea:  to  habitual  difficulty  of  breath- 
ing. She  took  an  anodyne  draught,  with 
fperm.  ceti,  and  pafTed  a  good  night  after 
delivery. 

February  6th.  Perfpired  gently,  and 
was  free  from  pain  and  fever. 

7th.  At  feven  in  the  morning  attacked 
with  a  flight  fhivering  fit  which  lafted 
about  fifteen  minutes,  but  was  not  fuc- 
ceeded  by  any  violent  degree  of  feverifh 
heat;  flie  took  the  antimonial  powders 
every  three  or  four  hours,  and  fell  into  a 
gentle  perfpiration,  which  feemed  to  re- 
lieve her  J  an  emolhent  clyfler  was  alfo 
direded, 

8th.  Refled  the  preceding  night,  and 
continued  tolerably  eafy  j  fhe  had  one  bi- 
lious flool  in  the  morning,  was  weak  and 
languid,  but  free  from  pain  and  got  fome 
flecp. 


9th. 
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9th.  At- nine  in  the  morning  had  a 
fliivering  fit,  which  was  reheved  by  drink- 
ing warm  fluids,  and  the  application  of 
hot  flannels  to  her  extremities  and  fides  j 
in  a  few  hours  the  cold  fit  in.  a  flight  de- 
gree returned,  and  was  fucceeded  by  feVer, 
and  partial  fweats  on .  her  breafts  and  tem- 
ples J  fhe  had  fome  refl  the  former  part  of 
the  night,  but  at  „two  o'clock  was  waked 
by  violent  gripings  and  tormina'  in  the 
bowels,,  followed  by  nine  or  ten  biliousi 
flools,  after  which  fhe  had  eafe. 

I  oth.  About  twelve  at  noon  was  feized. 
with  great  difficulty  of  breathing,  and- in 
the  time  of  infpiration,  affeded  with  into- 
lerable acute  pain  flriking  down  from  the 
breafl  to  the  navel  j  but  thfcre  was  no  ten- 
fion  or  pain  in  the  belly,  nor  any  fymptom 
that  could  luridly  be  called  uterine,  the 
lochia  being  neither  f cetid.  or  deficient  in  quan-' 
tity :  her  pulfe  at  the  fame  time  was  quick, 
and  unequal;  but  confidering  her  great 
difficulty  in  breathing,  fix  ounces  of  blood 

were 
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were  taken  away,  and  the  following  mix- 
ture  was  given  occafionally  j  a  broth  clyfter 
with  g"-  XX.  of  thebaic  tindure,  was  alfo 
direded,  and  fhe  took  rice-water  or  decode 
alb.  for  common  drink. 
R.  • 

LaSi.  Anmoniac.  §  viL 
Sper.  Ceti  folut,  3 
Elix.  paregoric.  5  ///. 
Fiat  Mi/lura  cujus  ftmat  Cochlear ina  duo 
fubinde  urgente  dolore  vel  dyfpncsa. 

After  bleeding,  her  pulfe  become  fome- 
what  ftronger,  and  its  ftrokes  were  more 
diftind  and  free  j  the  pain  and  difficulty 
of  breathing  were  a  little  abated,  and 
Ihe  pafled  a  tolerable  good  night  with  re- 
frefliing  flumbefs. 

1 1  th.  In  the  morning  flie  was  weak, 
but  free  from  pain  or  much  fever,  and 
breathed  with  confiderable  cafe ;  about 
three  in  the  afternoon,  flie  became  feverifli 
again ;  and  in  the  evening,  her  pulfe  was 
quick  and  almoft  imperceptibly  weak  j 

her 
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her  limbs  were  cold,  and  partial,  clammy 
fweats  overfpread  her  face  and  temples., 

I  directed  two  fpoonful  of  the  following 
mixture  to  be  given  every  two  or  three  hours. 

Spec.  e.  Scord,  c,  cum  opio  5/* 

Aq.  Cin.  Jtmpi  §  vi. 

— Nucis  Mofehat.  l  /. 

Syr.  e.  Cort.  aurant^  §  fs JiatMiJlura* 
An  anodyne  clyfter  was  direded  as 
before;  her  extremities  were  kept  warm 
with  hot  flannels,  and  fhe  paffed  a  reftlefs 
night,  being  delirious  by  turns.  At  four  in 
the  morning,  flie  had  four  black,  fcetid 
ftools,  which  were  voided  without  pain.  At 
feven  fhe  was  perfedly  fenfible,  and  fo 
continued  *till  the  hour  of  ten,  at  which 
time  fhe  calmly  expired,  being  the  fifth 
day  from  the  febrile  commencement. 

The  lochial  dif charge  was  natural,  and 
fhe  had  milk  at  the  ufual  time,  which  left 
her  foon  after  the  febrile  attack. 


DIS 
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DISSECTION. 

After  making  an  incifion  into  the  abdo- 
ihen,  from  the  navel  to  each  anterior  angle 
of  the  OS 'ilium,  and  turning  down  the 
mufcular  flap  over  the  pubes  ;  feveral 
ounces  of  whitey  curd-like  pus  covered  the 
furface  of  the  inteflines  j  it  did  not  run  out 
when  the  abdominal  cavity  was  laid  open, 
being  of  a  much  thicker  confiftance  than 
common  matter.  On  farther  examina- 
tion, I  found  the  greateft  part  of  the 
omentum  melted  down,  and  formed  this 
purulent  concrete;  and  that  the  fmall  portion 
remaining,  was  much  inflamed,'and  flightly 
adhered  to  the  inteftines.  About  a  pint 
and  a  half  of  putrid  fluid,  like  whey,  was 
found  in  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis,  mixed 
with  concreted  matter,  and  bits  of  black 
grumous  blood  which  feemed  to  have  efcap- 
ed  from  the  eroded  veflels  of  the  omenturii. 


The 
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The  uterus  was  contraded  to  the  fize  of 
a  fwan's  egg,  and  fhrunk  down  below  the 
brim  of  the  pelvis  :  On  cutting  into  its 
cavity,  fmall  flaky  pieces  of  the  falfe  cho- 
rion were  found  adhering  to  its  furface, 
but  it  did  not  contain  any  kind  of  fluid ; 
in  fliort,  this  part,  as  well  as  the  bladder, 
w^s  perfedly  found,  and  without  the  leafl: 
mark  of  inflammation,  or  other  morbid 
afFedion. 

The  fubflance  of  the  li-ver  was  alfo  found, 
but  appeared  pale,  bloodlefs,  and  as  if  it 
had  been  par-boiled  j  the  gall-bladder  was 
full  of  blackifh  bile. 

The  Jiojnach  and  intejlities  were  in  their 
natural  fl:ate  j  the  firfl:  contained  half  a 
pint  of  a  watery  blackifh  fluid,  which 
fmelled  like,  rancid  bile;  and  in  the  lafl: 
was  found  twice  that  quantity  of  dark 
green  fluid,  fomewhat  like  that  in  the 
flomach. 

The  fpken  was  large  but  found. 

N  The 
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The  fternum  being  raifed,  the  lungs 
appeared  of  a  livid  hue,  but  on  cutting 
into  their  fubftance,  neither  pus  nor  tuber- 
cles were  found,  nor  any  figns  of  inflam- 
mation ;  only  the  left  lobe,  at  its  pofterior 
and  fuperior  part,  flightly  adhered  to  the 
pleura. 

The  veins  on  the  neck  and  breaft,  on  the 
left  fide,  were  enlarged  to  three  times  their 
natural  diameter,  and  filled  with  blood  of 
a  bluifh  color. 

REMARK  S. 

When  refpiration  becomes  extremely 
difficult  and  painful,  in  difeafes  of  the  tho- 
rax or  abdomen,  efpecially  thofe  of  the  in- 
flammatory kind,  nothing  aflfords  fuch 
fpeedy  relief  as  bleeding ;  for -if  the  breath 
is  drawn  in  with  exceflive  pain,  the  lungs 
cannot  be  fufficiently  inflated,  and  therefore 
the  blood  will  not  be  freely  difcharged  from 
the  heart  through  the  pulmonary  artery; 

hence 
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hence  great  oppreflion  and  anxiety  at  the 
jpraecordia,  fo  often  complained  of  by  the 
patient,  which  if  not  fpeed ily  removed,  may 
produce  a  mortal  fufFocationj  but  whea 
matter  is  already  fornied,  as  in  the  preced- 
ing cafe,  it  will  then  plainly  appear,  that 
the  patient  is  paft  the  afliftance  of  art,  and 
that  neither  bleeding  or  any  thing  elfe  can 
avail. 

As'  this  diffcafe  is  principally  feated 
in  the  omentu7n,  and  uniformly  produces 
inflammation  of  that  part  [Epiploitis)  it 
will  ftrongly  enforcie  a  neceffity  for  the 
early  lofs  of  blood,  together  with  the  imme- 
diate application  of  blijlers  to  the  fides,  or 
even  to  the  umbilical  region,  to  prevent,  if 
poffible,  a  morbid  affedion  of  the  vifcera, 
which  when  once  begun,  is  rapid  in  its  pro- 
grefs,  and  generally  fatal  in  the  conclufion. 

CASE-  VI. 

Ann  Hewatfon,  aged  twenty- fix,  and  of  a 
delicate  habit,  was  delivered  February  the 

N  2  5th, 
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5th,  1770.  Her  cafe  was  fomewhat  labo^ 
rious,  and  the  child's  birth  fucceeded  by  a 
difcharge  of  grumous  blood  from  the  ute- 
rus; the  placenta  came  away  without 
affiftance,  about  an  hour  after  delivery ;  fhe 
was  eafy  in  the  night,  and  had  refrefhing 
fleep. 

6th.  Being  inclined  to  fleep,  took  a 
fperm.  ceti  emulfion  without  any  opiate; 
perfpired  gently,  had  a  good  night  with 
natural  reft,  and  waked  free  from  pain  or 
fever.  The  lochia!  difcharge  was  large  in 
quantity  and  foetid  5  but  the  belly  was  foft, 
and  without  pain. 

7th.  Continued  eafy,  and  had  a  mode- 
rate fecretion  of  milk. 

8th.  About  ten  in  the  morning,  after  a 
breakfaft  of  tea,  without  any  evident  caufe, 
flie  was  fuddenly  attacked  with  rigor,  which 
fhook  her  whole  body  like  an  ague  fit  ;  the 
Ihivering  lafted  about  half  an  hour,  gradually 
becoming  lefs  andlefs  intenfe  from  its  onfet. 

She 
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She  took  the  emetic  draught  already- 
mentioned,  which  operated  mildly  towards 
evening,  the  antimonial  powders  were 
given  by  due  intervals :  fhe  was  extremely 
feverifh,  thirfty,  and  reftlefs  at  night,  but 
fomewhat  relieved  by  a  free  perfpiration, 
which  came  on'  about  twelve  o'clock. 

9th.  Had  four  bilious,  frpthy  ftools, 
preceded  by  violent  pains  and  gripings  in 
the  bowels:  an  emollient  clyfter  was  in- 
jedted.  Her  pulfe  was  quick  and  weak, 
and  the  febrile  fymptoms  violent.  She  had 
a  very  reftlefs  night,  but  only  one  evacua^ 
tion  and  without  pain, 

I  oth.  In  the  morning  had  nine  or  ten 
blackifh  ftools,  mixed  with  mucus,  which 
"yvere  extremely  ofFenfive,  and  attended 
"with  great  pain:  her  pulfe  was  exceflive 
quick,  ihe  breathed  laborioufly,  as  it  were 
by  jerks,  and  complained  of  great  oppreflion 
acrofs  her  breafl  and  ftomach,  and  of  pain 
ftriking  down  under  her  fhoulder-bladc, 
when  (he  drew  in  her  breath.  Eight  ounces 

«  of 
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of  blood  were  taken  away,  and  a  ftarch 
ClyRer  with  g''-  xxx  of  tinO:.  thebaic,  was 
adminijftejed :  fhe  only  now  took  rice- 
water,  with  a  fmall  portion  of  brandy  in  it, 
as  every  thing  elfe  purged  her  immo- 
derately. Towards  evening,  feemed  bet- 
ter, her  pulfe  not  fo  frequent,'  the  pain 
and  feverifh  fymptoms  were  fomewhat 
abated. 

I  ith.  Hot  and  reftlefs,  with  faint  fweats 
on  her  breaft,  neck,  and  face.  EmolKent 
clyfter  repeated,  without  the  opiate;  after 
which  flie  had  fome  fleep. 

1 2th.  The  clyfter  came  away  with  a 
bihous  ftool;  fhe  was  manifeflly  much 
worfe,  her  pulfe  being  very  quick,  and 
thirft  intenfe;  Ihe  breathed  laborioufly, 
had  a  fixed  crimfon  color  in  her  cheeks, 
and  Was  alfo  much  troubled  v/ith  a  cough 
and  vifcid  phlegm,  which  fhe  was  unable 
to  expedtorate,  but  found  relief  by  taking 
the  following  mixture: 

R.  SaL 
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R. 

SaL  Abjinth.  3  /. 

^ucc.  Limon.  ^  ifs,  pera&a  effervefcentiai 
affund. 

Aq.  Hyffop'  S  vi. 
Elix.  paregoric  5  //. 
Syr.  balfamiChii'u  ' 
Fiat  Mijiura  cujus  fumat  Cochharia  duo 
Jiihinde  pro  re  nata.  ^ 

13th.  She  was  fupported  by  a  cordial 
julep  when  faint,  with  light  nourifhment, 
9,nd  wine  given  by  fpoonfuls, 

14th.  Breathed  with  great  difficulty, 
her  pulfe  very  quick  and  weak.  She  had 
partial  fweats  on  her  ftomach,  breali,  and 
face,  attended  with  coldnefs  of  the  extre- 
mities, great  langour,  and  all  the  fymp- 
toms  of  approaching  death  :  £he  died  about 
two  in  the  morning,  being  the  eighth  day 
after  the  attack. 

REMARKS, 
At  the  time  of  the  fliivering  fit,  which 
happened  on  the  third  day;  this  patient 

had 
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had  plenty  of  milk  in  her  breafts,  which 
afterwards  fuddenly  difappeared,  and  was 
totally  gone  off  in  the  evening ;  her  breafts 
being  then  loofe  and  empty  :  the  defeB  of 
milk  is  therefore  manifefily  a  co^fequence  ofthe 
morbid  caufe. 

There   is  however  one  circumftance, 
which,  although  it  feems  to  controvert  this 
opinion,  I  cannot  help  mentioning,  viz. 
thoic  who  were  feized  with  this  fever,  were 
not  fubjed:  to  abfcelTes  of  the  breafts;  and 
of  thofe  who  happened  to  have  fuch  abfcef- 
fes,  I  have  never  known  one  diej  neither 
are  they  fubjed  to  diarrhoea,    or  much 
fymptomatic  fever,  although  the  pain  at- 
tending a  fuppuration  of  the  breaft,  is  often 
very  acute. 

The  putrid  difcharge  of  lochia  in  this 
cafe,  appears  merely  accidental,  and  only 
owing  to  a  corruption  of  coagulated  blood 
retained  in  the  uterus,  from  the  accefs  of 
air,  like  that  which  came  away  foon  after 
delivery. 
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Phcsbe  Hilly  aged  nineteen,  was  alfo 
violently  feized  with  this  fever  on  the 
eleventh  of  February,  and  contrary  to  my 
expedation,  recovered,  and  was  difcharged 
in  perfedt  health,  on  the  3d  of  March. 

She  was  blooded  early  a,nd  liberally ,  an4 
treated  muck  like  the  fprmer  patient,  bu^ 
\  did  not  take  minutes  of  her  cafe. 

CASE  VII. 

Elizabeth  Gardner,  aged  thirty-two,  was 
delivered  in  the  Hofpital  the  nth  of  Ef- 
bruary,  1770;  ]ier  labor  was  natural,  and, 
her  habit  of  body  ftrong  and  healthy, 
although  fhe  had  been  troubled  with  a 
violent  cough  for  feveral  weeks  before  de- 
livery, 

1 2th.    Her  pulfe  was  full  and  frequent, 

attended  with  great  thirft,  ficknefs  at  fto- 

rnach,  and  pain  in  her  head  and  bowels  ; 

fhe  took  faline  mixture,  with  fperm. 
■'1 

ceti,  and  an  emollient  clyfter  was  admi- 

niftered :    She  alfo  drank  plentifully  of 

weak; 
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weak  tea  and  barley-water,  but  did  not 
pcrfpire,  and  palTed  the  night  without 
fleep. 

1 3th.  I  vifited  this  patient  with  Dr. 
Ford.  Her  pulfe  being  exceeding  quick, 
and  more  full  and  ftrong  than  ufual,  at 
tended  with  exceffive  thirft,  a  violent 
head-ach  and  dry  Ikin ;  we  direded  ten 
punces  of  blood  immediately  to  be  taken 
away  :  Lenitive  eleduary  was  afterwards 
given,  and  an  emollient  clyfter,  which  pro- 
duced two  or  three  lax  motions  :  She  di- 
luted plentifully,  but  did  not  perfpire, 
and  pafTed  a  reftlefs  night. 

The  fecretion  of  milk  was  moderate,  and 
^he  lochial  difcharge  natural. 

14th.  In  the  morning  had  fome  re- 
frefhjng  fleep,  with  gentle  perfpiration ; 
thirfl  and  fever  fomewhat  abated  :  She 
had  three  evacuations  by  ftool,  but  ftill 
complained  much  of  intolerable  fhooting 
pain  in  her  head,  efp^c^auy  at  the  time 

of 
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of  coughing:  Eight  ounces  more  blood 
were  taken  away,  which  was  not  near  fq 
lizy  as  that  firft  drawn. 

15th.  Much  difturbed  by  her  cough  lit 
the  night,  perfpired  Httle,  and  had  no 
fleep,  though  her  head-ach  was  fornewhat 
better, 

1 6th.  In  the  evening,  her  pulfe  was 
extremely  quick,  thirfl  immoderate,  and 
all  the  febrile  fymptoms  increafed :  She 
was  fick  at  ftoniach,  and  had  three  bilious 
flools,  with  fevere  gripings  in  her  bow^els. 
The  antimonial  powders  were  giyen  every 
three  or  four  hours;  about  two  hours 
after  taking  the  fecond,  Ihe  threw  up  a 
large  quantity  of  vifcid  phlegm,  mixed 
with  bile,  and  in  the  night  had  eight  or 
niiae  black  ftools,  the  laft  very  fceted,  and 
mixed  with  blood  and  mucus.  She  was 
delirious  by  turns,  very  reftlefs,  and  had 
partial,  faint  fweets-  on  her  breafl  and 

The 
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The  vitel.  ovi,  with  mucilage  of  ftarch, 
was  dilTolved  in  rice-water,  and  injeded 
as  a  clyfter ;  and  flie  took  the  following 
draught ; 

R. 

Sperm.  Ceti.  Solut. 

Pulv.  e  Tragacanth.  C.  9/, 

ji^.  Cm.  Simp,  yfs, 

Tindl.  Thebaic,  gtt.  x-v. 

Syr.  e.  Mtcon.  'hi fiat  haufius. 
17th.    Her  ftomach  and  bowels  were 
much  relieved,  flie  flept  in  the  night  and 
waked  refrellied  j  her  pulfe  was  weak  but 
equal,  and  flie  perfpired  moderately. 

1 8th.  ]3etter  in  all  refped:s,  but  com- 
plained of  great  forenefs  in  her  bowels  at 
the  time  of  coughing :  She  took  the  ano-i 
dyne  draught  at  night,  and  the  ftarch 
clyfters  were  continued  with  light  nou- 
rifliment. 

19th.  Weak,  but  continued  eafy,  her 
pulfe  regular,  and  fhe  perfpired  gently. 
Jnftead  of  medicines,  flie  now  took  calf's- 

foot- 
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foot-jelly,  and  nourifliing  broth,  to  repair 
her  ftrength. 

'Zoth.  From  this  tirne  gradually  con- 
tinued to  recover,  and  the  9th  of  March^ 
fhe  was  difcharged  from  the  hofjiital  in 
perfed  health. 

Ann  JVilliamsy  who  was  delivered  in  the 
hofpital  on  the  1 4th  of  February y  was  feized 
with  this  fever,  and  recovered  under  the 
like  treatjnent. 

Elizabeth  Coufenitty  of  a  fickly,  confumpj- 
tive  habit,  alfo  had  the  fever  the  23d  of 
February y  and  died  the  3d  of  Marcht 
There  was  no  fecretion  of  milky  but  the 
lochial  difcharge  was  natural.  She  was 
treated  in  the  ufual  manner,  but  not 
blooded. 

CASE  VIII. 
Ann  Simmsy    aged   twenty-two,  ap- 
parently healthy  and  ftrong,  was  delivered 
on  Tuefday  the  6th  of  March:   her  cafe 
was  fomewhat  laborious,  the  child's  head 

being 
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being  large,  and  detained  feveral  hours 
ivithin  the  bones  of  the  pelvis.  An  emol- 
lient clyfter  was  diredled  in  the  evening, 
and  fhe  took  an  anodyne  draught ;  paflTed 
a  reftlefs  night,  and  without  the  leafl 
perfpiration. 

7th.  Feverifii  and  thirfty,  pulfe  quick 
and  fdmewhat  full,  and  her  fkin  dry.  She 
took  the  faline  mixture,  and  diluted  plen- 
tifully with  nitrous  drink  j  a  clyfler  of 
jbeef-water,  was  given  in  the  evenings 
had  a  very  indifferent  night,  and  little 
reft. 

8th.  A  little  better  j  fhe  had  milk  in 
lier  breafts,  and  being  coftive,  complained 
of  head-ach.  A  cathartic  clyfter  \vas  ad- 
miniftered  in  the  evening,  which  procured 
two  evacuations,  and  her  head  was  eafier. 

4 

9th  and  loth.  Somewhat  feverifti,  and 
reftlefs,  though  free  from  pain. 

1 1  th.  Continued  very  reftlefs  :  the  pulfc 
was  quick,  her  tongue  white  and  dry, 
and  her  thirft  intenfe,  without  any  per- 
fpiration : 
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Ipiration:  At  night,  flie  took  a  faliric' 
draught,  with  ten  grains  of  nitre  and  g"- 
XV.  of  thebaic  tinBure^  but  had  fcarcely 
any  reft. 

i2th  and  13th.  The  febrile  fymptoms 
continued,  and  though  flie  diluted  plen- 
tifully, her  {l?.in  rernained  parched  and  diy.- 
Six  grains  of  'Jameses  Powder  were  thert 
adniiniftered,  which  puked  her  twice,  and 
afterwards  procured  her  three  motions  :  Af 
night  I  diredled  her  another  powder  and  an 
emillient  clyfter,  with  g«.  xxx.  of  thebaic 
t injure :  She 'had  fonle  fleep  in  the  night, 
but  no  free  perfpiration. 

14th.  In  the  morning  apparently  better, 
and  difpofed  to  fleep,  but  to\^rds  evening,' 
was  lick  at  ftomach,  and  threw  up  a  large 
quantity  of  bitter,  glairy  fluid;  in  the  nigh? 
flie  was  feized  with  fevere  pains  in  her 
bowels,  followed  by  feven  or  eight  bi- 
lious flools,  and  afterwards  had  fome 
fleep. 

15th. 
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15  th.  Her  pulfe  quick,  (kin  dry,  and  her 
hands  tremulous  ;  her  looks  were  wild  and 
ftaring,  and  her  cheeks  befet  with  a  deep 
crimfon  hue,  fhe  breathed  laboriofly,  and 
complained  of  great  pain  in  her  lide,  and 
belly  towards  the  navel :  At  night  fhe  had 
fix  black,  watery  ftools  ;  after  which  an 
anodyne  draught  and  a  ftarch  clyfter  were 
direded  :  She  feemed  relieved,  and  flept 
forfeveral  hours. 

1 6th.  The  pain  in  her  belly  and  fide  was 
but  little  abated  j  flie  was  extremely,  hot 
and  reftlefs,  and  could  not  fweat;  I  direct- 
ed three  fpoonful  of  the  following  mixture 
to  be  given,  which  produced  no  perfpi- 
ration  although  Ihe  took  it  every  two  or 
three  hours  : 

R. 

Sal.  Volat.  Ammon.  ^. 

Succ.  Limon.  recent,  exprefs.  Jfs  mifcc 

Aq.  Alex.  Jimp.  ivi. 

Tin£i.  Croci  ^iii. 

Syr.  ejufd.  \fs fat  Uijlura. 

1 7th. 
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I  yth.  Much  worfe,  in  all  refpedls ;  the 
pulfe  being  exceedingly  quick,  and  almoft 
imperceptibly  weak ;  cold,  clammy  fweats 
overfpread  her  breafts  and  face,  which  be- 
came now  pale  and  death-like,  and  about 
twelve  at  noon  flie  expired. 
.  The  /ocbia  were  difcharged  in  natural 
quantity,  and  fhe  had  milk  in  her 
breafts  till  within  a  day  or  two.  of  heir 
death. 

DISSECTION. 

When  the  body  was  opened,  the  next 
day  in  the  evening ;  the  inferior  lateral 
portion  of  the  omentum  was  found  much 
inflamed,  its  vefTels  being  turgid,  and 
as  it  were  injedled  with  blood,  but  the 
greater  part  of  it  was  deftroyed  by  fuppu- 
ration;  what  remained,  adhered  to  the 
fmall  inteftines ;  which  were  alfo  flightly 
cemented  to  each  other,  where  their  con- 
volutions came  in  contra(5t. 


O 
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The  uterus  was  contradled  to  the  fize  of  a 
large  fift,  and  lay  at  the  bottom  of  the 
pelvis  ;  the  fundus  uteri  feemed.  to  partake 
of  the  general  inflammation  which  had 
apparently  firfl  afFed:ed  the  omentu?ny  and 
afterwards  fuperficially  overfpread  the  in^ 
teJiineSi  mefe?itery  and  contiguous  parts  ;  but 
on  cutting  into  its  fubftance,  it  was  per- 
fedlly  firm  and  found,  although  it  had  a 
livid  appearance  towards  the  cervix  and  os 
internum,  which  might  probably  be  owing 
to  the  violence  fuftained  by  thofe  parts  ir> 
the  time  of  labor. 

In  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis  was  found 
about  a  pint  of  whey-colored  fiuld^  with 
three  or  four  ounces  of  thick  mattery  which 
did  not  uniformly  mix  with  it,  but  floated 
iii  it  like  curds  in  whey,  together  with 
feveral  bits  of  bkck,  coagulated  blood. 

The  liver  was  found,  but  remarkably 
pale,  and  the  gall-bladder  turgid  with  a 
large  quantity  of  olive-colored  bile  ;  in  con- 
fiftence,  equal  to  that  of  honey,  and  vvith 

difli- 
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difficulty,  fqueezed' tferotigh  the  cyftic  dud:. 
The  ftomach  eoritained  about  half  a  pint 
of  black,  oily  liquor,  refembling  that  which 
was  voided  by  ftdol. 

The  contents  of  the  thorax  were  found 
and  without  any  morhid  appearance  j  ex- 
cept a  flight  adhefioH  of  the  right  lobe  of 
the  lungs  to  the  pleura. 

CASE  IX. 

Ann  Cookt  aged  twenty,  of  a  delicate 
habit,  after  eafy  labor  was  delivered 
in  the  hofpital  the  13th  of  March,  1770. 

The  fame  evening  fhe  complained  of 
Jticknefs  at  ftomach,  with  pain  in  her 
bowels,  and  pefled  a  reftlels  night. 

14th.  Continued  (ick  at  ftomach  j  took 
the  dntimonial  emetic  draught,  and  threw 
up  2l  large  quantity  of  bilious,  ropy  fluid 
from  the  ftomach  ;  alfo  had  one  lax  flool  j 
after  which,  a  broth  clyfler  was  injeded 

O  2  with 
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with  thirty  drops"  of  thebaic  tinBure.  She 
paffed  a  tolerable  rtight,  perfpired  mode- 
rately, and  had  fome  refrefliing  fleep. 

15th.  Free  from  pain  in  the  bowels,  and 
had  a  good  night's  refl, 

.  i6th  Sick  at  Stomach,  and  vomited  a 
quantity  of  poracfous  fluid  l  her  pulfe  was 
quick,  and  her  thirft  exceffive  :  She  took 
the  antimonial  powders  every  four  or  five 
hours,  but  perfpired  little,  and  had  a 
refllefs  night. 

17th.  In  the  morning  complained  of 
great  ficknefs,  and  burning  heat  at  ftomach 
with  violent  head-ach  ;  and  threw  up 
near  a  tea-cupful  of  dark  green  liquor, 
which  feemed  to  be  almoft  pure  bile :  She 
had  alfo  five  bilious  motions. 

At  night  fuddenly  feized  with  acute  pain 
in  her  fide,  and  great  oppreflion  at  the  breaflj 
being  likewife  almoft  fufFocated  with  tough 
phlegm,  which  flie  could  not  bring  up  : 
Her  pulfe  was  exceeding  quick  and  fome- 
what  weak,  aind  her  countenance  ghaflly  ; 

but 
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but  as  fhe  breathed  with  vaft  difficulty,  I 
direded  feven  ounces  of  blood  to  be  taken 
away,  and  that  Ihe  fliould  draw  in  the 
fleams  of  warm  water  into  her  lungs  at 
each  infpiration  :  She  afterwards  took  one 
of  the  antimonial  powders,  which  occa- 
fioned  her  to  vomit  twice,  and  gave  her  two 
motions.  She  was  extremely  weak,  but 
breathed  with  more  freedom  and  eafe  : 
An  emollient,  anodyne  clyfter  was  injected, 
and  fhe  was  ordered  a  fpoonful  or  two  of 
warm  fpiced  wine  when  faint. 

18th.  In  the  morning  fhe  breathed  with 
more  eafe,  and  was  free  from  the  load' "at 
her  breaft;  her  pulfe  beat  regularly,  but 
was  extremely  languid  ;  Bladders  with  hot 
water  wrapped  in  flannels  were^  applied  to 
the  foles  of  her  feet ;  fhe  took  light  nou- 
rifliment  often,  and  novi^  and  then  a  fpoon- 
ful of  fpiced  wine. 

1 9th.  Had  refrefhing  flumbers  the  pre- 
ceding night,  and  gained  ftrength:  Nothing 
was  now  given  but  frequent -nourilliment.  ^ 

2Qth, 
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20th  Continued  better ;  directed  the 
following  draught  to  be  taken  twice  a-day, 
which  greatly  encreafed  her  ftrenjgth. 

R. 

Infus.  Peruv.  Cort.  %  ifs. 

Aq'  Cin.  Spt.  3  ill. 

Spt.  Lavend.  c.  gtt.  xxx. 

ConfeB.  Alkerm.  3  /•  fat  haujlus. 
In  about  a  week's  time  fhe  was  much 
recovered,  and  went  out  of  the  hofpital 
the  ad  of  April  in  perfedl  health. 

.     CASE  X, 

Philadelphia  Ford,  aged  twenty-eight,  was 
delivered  the  14th  of  March,  1770,  and 
continued  well  till  the  third  day,  when  fli€ 
complained  of  great  pain  in  her  head,  with 
laffitude  and  inability  to  turn  in  bed  :  Her 
countenance  was  florid  ;  had  a  brown  dry 
cruft  on  her  tongue,  and  unquenchable 
thirft :  Her  appetite  left  her,  and  there  was 
not  milk  enough  to  give  fuck.  The  me« 
dicines  ufually  adminiftered  on  fuch  oc- 

cafions 
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oafions  had  but  little  efFed: ;  but  all  the  fe- 
brile fymptoms  were  much  relieved  by  the 
appearance  of  a  red  cautaneous  fwelling  911 
the  joint  of  her  great  toe  :  In  a  few  days, 
another  fwelling  of  a  livid  color  appeared 
below  her  hip ;  they  were  poulticed  and 
fomented,  but  did  not  fuppurate";  the  lafl 
threw  off  a  black  mortified  flough,  and 
difcharged  fanious  ichor;  I  diredted  her  a 
Urong  infufion  of  6ar-k,  with  tin^.  aromat, 
and  by  allowing  her  wine  and  good  nou- 
rifhment,  fhe  recovered, 

Ann  Deufe,  of  a  thin,  weakly  habit,  died 
of  this  fever,  notwithftanding  various  re- 
medies were  tried  for  her  relief;  She  had 
a  natural  labor,  and  remained  well  for 
the  firft  three  days  j  inadvertantly  Ihe  fat  up 
on  the  fourth  day,  and  found  herfelf  not 
well  to  vards  the  evening  ;  On  the  fifth, 
was  feized  with  a  Jhivemg  fit  i  the  next 
day  complained  of  painift  her  belly  and 
fide ;  and  on  the  29th  of  Marcb  fhe  died, 
being  the  fixth  day  after  the  attack. 


She 
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She  had  milk  in  her  breafts,  and  the 
lochia!  dif charge  was  natural. 

Bleeding  in  this  cafe  was  not  thought 
eligible.  I  have  not  known  any  inftance 
befides  this,  wher^  the  difeafe  proved  fatal 
in  fo  Jljort  a  time^  when  it  commenced  fo 
late  after  delivery,  being  in  general,  then 
moft  favorable.  , 

The  body  being  opened,  almoft  exadily 
the  fame  morbid  appearances  prefented  as 
in  the  preceding  cafes  ;  the  omentum  was 
deftroyed,  and  a  large  quantity  of  matter^ 
"Sind  purulent  ferum  collected  in  the  abdomen. 
The  intejlines  were  fuperficially  inflamed, 
but  the  uterus  and  all  the  other  vifcera 
were  perfectly  found, 

Rebecca  Day^  of  a  healthy,  robuil  habit, 
after  a  natural  delivery,  was  feized  with 
the  head-ach  and  ficknefs  at  ftomach  ;  two 
days  after,  ?i  miliary  eruption  appeared  on 
her  breaft  and  body,  but  without  relief*; 
for  all  the  febrile  fymptoms  gradually  in-. 

creafed, 
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creafed,  and  fhe  died  the  2^th  of  Aprils 
being  the  tenth    day    after  '  deliveiy. 

The  lochia!  difcharge  was  not  defedtivc^ 
neither  was  there  want  of  milk,  till  after 
the  febrile  attack. 

The  body  was  opened,  but  as  the  appear- 
ance of  the  offered  parts  was  much  jthe  fame, 
and  only  differed  in  degree  from  thofe 
ready  mentioned ;  a  recital  of  particulars 
would  be  unneceffary 

CASE  XI. 

Harriot  Truemariy  young  and  of  a  flrong,  ' 
healthy  conftitution,  May  the  2d,  was  de-, 
livered  of  a  monjlrous  child,  which  prefented 
with  the  arm ;  fo  that  the  cafe  was  preter- 
natural in  a  double  fenfe. 

As  this  patient  was  of  a  plethoric  habit, 
and  fubjea  to  cough,  I  diredled  feven  ' 
ounces  of  blood  to  be  taken  away,  before 
the  delivery  was  attempted ;  to  prevent  in 
fome  meafure,  the  danger  of  inflammation, 
which  might  arife  from  the  violence  applieci 
in  turning  the  child, 

After 
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After  delivery,  an  emollient  clyfter  was 
diretfted,  and  a  faline  mixture  with  fperm. 
ceti  and  fyr.  e  mecon.  of  which  {he  was  to 
take  three  fpoonful  every  four  or  five  hours, 
as  occafion  required ;  fhe  was  free  from 
pain,  and  had  a  good  night. 

3d.  Perfpired  gently,  continued  free 
from  pain  and  fever,  her  cough  lefs  violent, 
and  fhe  pafTed  her  water  with  eafe ;  the 
mixture  was  continued,  and  a  clydcT  as 
before,  given  in  the  evening :  fhe  re^ 
mained  eafy  during  the  night,  and  refled 
well. 

4th.  Continued  perfectly  eafy,  and  pafTed 
a  good  night :  the  /ochial  difcharge  was 
natural,  and  fhe  had  no  pain  in  the  region 
of  the  uterus, 

5th.  About  three  in  the  afternoon,  was 
feized  with  difficulty  of  breathing,  and 
opprefTion  acrofs  her  breaft  and  flomachj 
feven  ounces  of  blood  were  immediately 
taken  away,  which  was  exceedingly  fizy. 
The  ftrokes  of  her  pulfe  were  weak,  quick, 

and 
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and  in4iftin<^  aft^f  bleeding,  but  foon  be-' 
came  lefs  frequent,  and  more  ample  and 
/Irong  j  fhe  found  herfelf  much  relieved, 
and  could  then  breath  with  freedom ;  was 
dipofed  to  gentle  perfpiration,  and  re- 
frefhing  flumbers  in  the  night ;  the  mix- 
ture and  emollient  dyfter  were  repeated. 

The   fecretion  of  milk  was  moderate. 

6th,  She  continued  eafy,  had  a  natural 
evacuation  by  ftool,  and  flept  by  intervals. 

7th.  At  four  in  the  morning,  her  diffi- 
culty of  breathing  and  cough  returned ;  fhe 
was  fick  at  ftomach,  vomited  up  a  ropy, 
bilious  fluid,  and  had  five  6/ack  Jlools.  Hey 
pulfe  was  weak,  frequent  and  intermitting ; 
her  breafts  fubfided,  and  the  milk  fuddenly 
difappeared. 

I  directed  a  powder,  with  the  third  part 
of  a  grain  of  the  tartar  emetic ^  and  a  fcruple 
of  the  pulV'  CQntrayer,  c.  to  be  repeated 
.  every  four  or  five  hours  after,  if  the  firft  had 
no  fenfible  operation  by  fweat  or  vomiting  \ 
and  alfo  an  emollient  clyfter. 

She 
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She  pafled  a  reftlefs  night  without  perf- 
piration,  her  belly  began  to  fwell,  and  flie 
had  feveral  involuntary  bilious  ftools. 

8th.  Refpiration  was  frequent  and  labo- 
rious, pulfe  quick  and  weak,  her  Ikin  dry, 
and  fhe  complained  much  of  pains  in  her 
fides,  and  crofs  her  belly  near  the  navel,  at 
the  time  of  drawing  her  breath. 

I  direded  a  fomentation  to  her  belly  and 
fides,  the  powders  to  be  repeated,  and  a 
flarch  clyfler  to  be  injedled  in  the  evening, 
with  g"-  XXX  of  the  ti?jB.  thebaic. 

She  took  rice-water  with  a  fmall  quan- 
tity of  brandy,  for  common  drink,  and  a 
fpoonful  of  fpiced  wine  when  faint. 

The  involuntary  purging  flill  continued 
and  fhe  had  no  refl. 

9th.  Complained  of  pains  in  her  breaft 
and  belly,  the  difficulty  of  breathing  in- 
creafed,  her  pulfe  was  quick  and  almoft 
imperceptibly  weak ;  fhe  was  delirious  by 
turns ;  had  cold  clammy  fweats  on  her 
neck  and  face,  and  about  four  the  next 
morning,  fhe  expired. 

PIS- 
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DISSECTION. 

When  the  body  was  opened,  the  greateft 
part  of  the  omentum  was  fuppurated,  and 
.  converted  into  thick  matter ;  the  remaining 
portion,  being  much  inflamed  and  flightly 
,  adhering  to  the  folds  of  the  intejiines.  The 
cavity  of  the  pelvis  and  abdomen^  contained 
about  three  pints  of  putrid  ferum,  with 
clots  of  concreted  pus,  and  fmall  pieces 
•of  coagulated  blood. 

The  uterus  was  much  contracted,  and 
flirunk  down  to  the  inferior  part  of  the 
pelvis:  its  fubftance  was  found,  'tho  the 
OS  tincae  was  fome what  livid,  which  ap- 
pearance not  being  confidered  as  morbid, 
has  already  been  taken  notice  of. 

Scarcely  any  marks  of  inflammation 
appeared  on  the  tefl:ines  or  rnefentery ; 
the  liver  vfzs,  apparently  found,  and  gall- 
bladder full  of  yellow  bile^  which  had  per- 
vaded its  coats,  and  dyed  the  contiguous 

parts 
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parts  of  a  faffron-hue  i  but  this  I  did  not 
look  upon  as  a  morbid  appearance. 

The  Jiomacb  contained  a  pint  of 
blackijh  fiuidy  like  that  voided  by  ftool, 
and  which  had  the  appearance  of  putrid 
bile. 

On  raifing  the  fternuni,  two  ounces  or 
more  of  matter  was  lodged  upon  the  medi- 
ajlinum ;  and  the  thorax  contained  a  fmall 
quantity  of  the  fame  kind  of  whey-colored 
fluid  as  that  found  in  the  abdomen  :  The 
lungs  were  apparently  found,  only  the  left 
lobe  adhered  flightly  to  the  pleura,  at  its 
pofterior  part. 

REMARKS. 

The  extravafion  of  purulent  fluid  in 
the  abdomen,  by  hindering  the  free  play 
of  the  diaphragm,  will,  in  a  great  meafure, 
account  for  the  difficulty  of  breathing  j 
particularly  as  the  lungs  were  ftill  further 
oppreffed  by  the  fame  kind  of  fluid  in  the 
thorax. 

The 
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The  blackifh  fluid  found  in  the  ftp- 
mach  refembled  putrid  bile ;  I  mixed  a 
fmall  quantity  of  it  with  vinegar,  but  could 
not  perceive  any  eftervefcence,  neither  did 
the  vinegar  change  it  green  ;  but  this  per- 
haps might  be  owing  fo  the  natural  pro- 
perties of  the  bile  being  altered  by  putre- 
:  fad:ion- 

HippocrateSy  in  his  Aphorifms,  takes  no- 
itice,  that  hlack  excrements,  refembling 
I  black  blood,  are  to  be  looked  upon  as  a  bad 
I  omen;  and  that  black  bile  rejedled  either 
I  upwards  or  downwards  at  the  beginning  of 
ia  difcafe,  is  a  mortal Jign  ;  which  abferva- 
ttion  is  verified  by  repeated  experience  in 
Ithe  advanced  ftate  of  difeafes,  as  well  as  at 
ttheir  beginning.* 

The  color  of  the  excrements  paffing 
tthrough  the  alimentary  tube,  principally 
I  depends  upon  the  quantity  and  quality  of 
ij)ile ;  thus,  where  there  is  a  defed  of  it, 
tthe  ftools  are  pale,  and  the  body  coftive, 

and 

*  Hippooat,  Apliorifm.  Scft.  quart.  Aphor.  21  et  22. 
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and  on  the  contrary,  when  it  abounds,  they 
are  yellow  or  greenifh,  and  generally  fre- 
quent. 

Black,  fceted  ftools,  fuch  as  were  ob- 
ferved  towards  the  end  of  Child-bed  Fever ^ 
almofl:  certainly  denote  internal  mortifica- 
tioTiy  and  therefore,  it  is  no  wonder  they 
were  fo  often  followed  by  a  fatal'  con- 
clufion ;  but  fuch  a  mortification  can-, 
not  afte<51:  the  color  of  the  excrements,  ex- 
cept by  means  of  the  bile,  which  after 
abforption  of  the  corrupted  fluids  into  the 
blood,  will  at  laft  become  putrid,  black, 
and  acrimonious.* 

There  was  fomething  very  fingular  in 
this  woman*s  child,  which  was  jnonjlrous  : 
It  had  no  thumbs  j  the  parietal  bones  were 
wanting;  and  not  above  two  ounces  of 
bram  was  found  in  the  cavity  of  the  fcull : 
The  upper  part  of  the  fcalp  adhered  flrong- 
ly  to  the  internal  furface  of  the  placenta^ 
fo  that  when  the  child  was  extracted,  this 
part  was  pulled   along  with  it,  though 

^uckily 

*  Black  ftools  fometimes  happ(Jn  by  blood  efcaping 
from  the  eroded  Veflels  of  the  Inteftines,  which  being 
extiavafatcd,  changes  its  nature  by  putrefaflion,  and 
becomes  bluck  and  falcd. 


ON  CHILD-BED  FEVER.  217 

luckily,  it  was  not  attended  with  any  de- 
gree of  flooding. 

Elizabeth  Pool,  young,  and  of  a  healthy 
conftitution,  was  delivered  the  15  th  of 
May,  and  foon  after  afFedled  with  the  fymp- 
toms  of  this  fevef,  but  in  a  degree  lefs  acute 
than  ufual :  Her  cafe  was  much  like  that 
of  Elizabeth  Waters ;  for  though  Ihe  la- 
boured under  a  flow,  lingering  fever  for  a 
long  time,  her  appetite  remained. 

She  was  deprived  of  the  ufe  of  her  limbs 
for  feveral  days,  yet  the  fevere  pains  of 
which  fhe  complained,  were  not,  like  thofe 
of  the  former,  or  followed  by  abfcelTes  in 
the  mufcular  parts. 

On  the  1 6th  of  June  flie  was  fufficiently 
recovered  to  go  out  of  the  Hofpital. 

About  this  time,  as  near  as  I  can  recoi- 
led:, I  was  called  to  a  gentlewoman  at  Clap^ 
ham,  who  was  feized  with  this  fever;  and 
notvvithftanding  fhe  had  been  very  properly 
treated  by  her  apothecary,  and  took  every 

P  thing 
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thing  tkat  could  be  devifed  for  her  fafety, 
fhe  died  about  the  tenth  day  after  the 
attack. 

CASE  XII. 

yirs.P — ,  a  lady  in  Holborn,  aged  twenty- 
eight,  and  of  a  dehcate  habit  of  body,  was 
deHvered  by  her  midwife  on  Saturday  morn- 
ing the  7th  of  July,  1 770. 

The  birth  was  not  attended  with  any 
dangerous  or  uncommon  circumflance ; 
flic  was  eafy  after  delivery,  and  refted  well 
at  night. 

8th.  Towards  evening,  complained  of 
he^d-ach,  but  had  feveral  hours  fleep  the 
following  night. 

9th.  Waked  in  the  morning  with  acute 
pain  in  her  right  fide,  her  head-ach  was 
worfe,  and  about  three  in  the  afternoon, 
fhe  had  a  violent  fiivering  fity  with  coldnefs 
of  the  extremities,  and  great  internal  heat 
acrofs  her  breaft  and  Homach:  I  found  her 
pulfe  exceeding  quick,  her  head-ach  vio- 
lent, her  tongue  white  and  dry,  and  the 

pain 
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pain  in  her  fide  extremely  acute  and  deep 
feated;  flie  breathed  laborioufly,  and  had 
no  perfpiration,  except  on  the  breaft  and 
face. 

I  directed  eight  ounces  of 'blood  to  be  ta- 
ken away,  and  one  of  the  antimo?ual  powders 
to  be  given,  which  wag  to  be  repeated 
every  two  or  three  hours,  if  the  firft  had 
no  effedt.  An  emollient  clyfter  was  ad-^ 
miniftered,  and  bladders  of  warm  water 
were  applied  to  the  foles  of  her  feet  and 
fides;  She  pafTed  a  reftlefs  night,  without 
any  abatement  of  pain  or  difficulty  of 
breathing. 

Two  of  the  powders  were  taken,  the 
firfi:  created  naufea,  but  did  not  prove  eme- 
tic, nor  produce  any  confiderable  perfpira- 
tion. 

The  blood  was  not  fo  fizy  as  I  expedted, 
loth.  The  pulfe  being  full,  hard,  and 
frequent,  her  (kin  dry,  and  refpiration  dif- 
ficult and  painful;  eight  ounces  more  blood 
were  drawn;  the  powders  were  repeated 

P  7,  cYcry 
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every  four  or  five  hours,  and  a  blijler  was 
applied  to  the  affected  fide  in  the  evening : 
She  drank  plentifully  of  common  emulfion 
with  nitrey  to  prevent  flrangury,  and 
relieve  her  difficulty  of  making  water, 
which  had  been  troublefome  from  the  be- 
ginning. 

I  ith.  Had  no  fleep  the  preceding  night; 
and  as  the  pain  in  her  head  and  difficulty 
of  breathing  ftill  increafed,  flie  was  again 
blooded  in  the  night,  to  the  quantity  of  fix 
ounces,  as  I  had  previoufly  directed,-  in  cafe 
the  fymptoms  became  urgent. 

She  was  much  relieved  foon  after  this 
lafi:  bleeding ;  the  pain  abated  j  fhe  could 
then  breathe  with  more  freedom,  her  pulfe 
became  more  foft  and  lefs  frequent,  and  a 
free  and  equal  perfpiration  broke  out  all 
over  her  body. 

At  this  time  flie  began  to  be  troubled 
with  a  cough,  and  was  much  opprefTed 
with  white,  vifcid  phlegm,  which  was  ex- 
pedorated  with  great  difficulty;  ihe  had 

two 
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two  motions  with  a  large  difcharge  of  fae- 
ces, which  came  away  with  the  fecond 
clyfter. 

The  lafl  drawn  bipod  was  uncommonly 
Hzy,  and  the  gelatinous  cruji  on  its  furface 
extremely  thick  and  tenacious. 

She  had  milk  in  her  breafts,  which  were 
drawn  twice  a-day,  and  the  lochial  difcharge 
was  natural, 

As  fhe  perfpired  freely,  the  powders 
were  difcontinued,  and  t\i&  faline  draughts, 
with  oxymel  fcillit,  given  every  five  or  fix 
hours. 

The  blite  rofe  well;  the  emulfion  was 
continued,  and  the  emollient  clyfter  ordered 
to  be  repeated  as  before. 

About  nine  at  night  all  her  feverifh 
fymptoms  returned;  her  pulfe  was  exceeds 
ing  quick,  fkin  dry,  her  thirft  intolerable, 
and  the  pain  in  her  fide,  and  difficulty  of 
breathing  were  fo  violent,  that  her  apothe^ 
cary  was  called  up  in  the  night,  and  took 
away  fix  ounces  more  blood :  One  of  the 

antimonial 
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antimonial  powders  was  alfo  given,  after 
which  fhe  again  began  to  perfpire,  with  an 
abatement  of  all  the  feverifh  fymptoms,  and 
had  two  or  three  hours  refrefhing  deep. 

1 2th.  Something  better;  but  in  the 
evening  was  attacked  with  a  deep-feated 
violent  pain  in  her  other  fide,  between  the 
breaft  and  axilla,  fo  as  almoft  to  prevent 
her  from  breathing;  her  cough  was  trou- 
blefome,  and  fhe  expectorated  with  much 
difficulty  j  four  ounces  more  blood  were 
drawn,  and  the  following  draught  pre- 
fcribed ; 

R, 

Sal.  Volat.  ammon.  gr.  xv. 
.Succ.  Limon.  3///. 
Aq'  alex.  fimp.  1 
^-^Spt.  cum  Acet. 
Tin5i.  "thebaic,  g''-  xii. 
Syr.  e.  Me  con.  5/. 
Mifce  &  fiat  haifius  vefperi  exhibenduu  ■ 
She  drank  plentifully  of  thin  diluting 

liquors  with  nitre,  the  clyfler  was  repeated 

as 
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as  before,  and  by  intervals,  fhe  took  the  fol- 
lowing mixture : 
R. 

Sperm.  Cetifolut.  'hii. 

La£i.  ammon.  =  vii. 

EHx.  Parego7'ic.  3  iUJiat  mijlura. 

Had  an  exceeding  bad  night,  but  flum- 
bered  a  little  at  times. 

13th.  Apparently  better,  but  complained 
of  fevere  rheumatic  pains  about  her  back 
and  loins :  Her  cough  was  more  and  rtiore 
troublefome^  and  greatly  interrupted  her 
reft,  but  was  relieved  by  the  mixture  with 
gum  ammoniacufny  to  which  a  fmall  quantity 

oxymel  Scili'it,  was  added. 

White  wine  whey  was  ordered  to  be 
given  her  in  the  night  to  fupport  her 
ftrength,  and  fhe  took  a  decod.  of  bread 
with  currant  jelly  foi:  tiourifhment. 

14th.  Had  two  6r  three  hours  refrefhing 
fleep  the  preceding  night,  'and  the  feverifH 
fymptoms  were  foriiewhat  .abated ;  but  as 
there  was  not  yet  the  leail  fe-diment  or  fe- 

paration 
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paration  in  her  urine,  which  was  high- 
colored,  I  flill  referred  the  ufe  of  barky 
and  dire(5ted  the  anodyne  draught  at  night 
as  before,  which  always  eafed  her  cough, 
and  procured  fleep. 

15th.  Being  Sunday ^  about  two  in  the 
morning,  her  relations  thought  her  in  great 
danger,  and  particularly  requeued  me  to  fee 
her,  which  I  did  accordingly:  Her  pulfe 
was  quick  and  tremulous,  her  extremeties; 
cold,  and  her  face  and  breafls  were  bedewed 
with  a  clammy  fweat.  She  breathed  laborir 
oufly,  with  con vulfive  jerks,  and  complained 
of  great  weight  and  oppreffion  acrofs  her 
breaft :  though  perfectly  fenfible,  flie  had  a 
wild,  eager  countenance,  a  trembling  hand, 
and  apparently  all  the  fy mptoms  of  ap- 
proaching death, 

I  gave  her  four  fpoonfuls  of  a  ftrong  corr 
dial  julep,  ordered  finapifms  to  her  feet  \ 
her  extremeties  were  rubbed  with  hot  flan- 
nels J  and  cloths  dipped  in  brandy  were 
applied  to  her  ftomach. 
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A  few  hours  after  I  was  gone,  flie  revi- 
ved, but  grew  reftlefs  and  almoft  frantic, 
infixing  upon  cold  water  to  drink,  which 
was  given  her:  The  next  day  I  was  acr 
quainted  flie  was  ftill  ahve;  when  I  vifited 
l^ier  about  one  in  the  afternoon,  fhe  was 
perfedly  fenfible,  but  fo  weak  and  languid 
that  fhe  was  fcarcely  able  to  fpeak. 

I  diredied  a  cordial  julep  to  be  given 
when  faint,  and  the  following  draught  with 
^arky  to  be  taken  every  two  hours,  or  as  of- 
ten as  her  ftpmach  would  bear  j  but  as  fhe 
had  feveral  invpluntary  motions,  I  ordered 
five  grains  of  thep7.  e  Jiyrace  to  be  inftantly 
given,  which  retrained  the  loofenefs,  and 
procured  fope  hours  fleep,  before  the  bark 
could  be  prepared, 

R. 

Decodi.  Peruv.  Cort.  ^  ifs. 
Pulv.Jiibti/iJs,  ejufd.  ^fs, 
Aq.  Cinn.  Spt.  "^iii. 
Syr.  e  Mecon.  5/.  i 
fat  kaujlus  alternis  horis  exhibendus. 

By 
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About  1 1  o'clock  at  night,  flie  had  taken 
four  draughts,  and  had  very  little  return  of 
fever;  but  as  her  fkin  was  dry  and  thirfl: 
intenfe,  I  allowed  her  to  drink  plentifully  of 
toaft  and  water,  which  flie  particularly  de- 
lired,  and  fwallowed  with  great  eagernefs ; 
after  which  fhe  gently  perfpired  towards 
morning,  and  growing  cooler  began  the 
draughts  as  before.  The  urine  was  amber 
coloured,  but  without  fediment  or  fepara* 
tion. 

1 6th.  Better  in  all  refpeds,  but  very 
weak,  and  her  reft  much  difturbed  in  the 
night  by  the  cough :  Draught  continued 
as  before,  and  by  intervals  wine  and  light 
nourifhment  were  given  often,  and  in  fmall 
quantities, 

1 7th.  Continued  free  from  fever,  and  able 
to  fit  up;  fhe  had  three  ftools,  was  much 
difturbed  by  her  cough,  and  complained  of 
a  fore  throat. 


Direded 
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Direded  pi7.  e  Jlyrace  three  grains,  and 
the  draughts  only  to  be  given  "three  times 
a-day. 

There  was  no  remarkable  change  'till 
the  3 1  ft.  at  which  time  (he  was  almoft  un- 
able to  fwallow,  her  throat  being  much 
worfe,  and  the  tonfil  glands  llightjy  ulcera- 
ted j  her  cough  was  troublefome,  and  feve- 
ral  miliary  eruptions  appeared  in  her  body. 

The  following  draught  was  given  every 
four  or  five  hours,  and  her  throat  was  fu^ 
migated  with  the  fteams  of  hot  vinegar 
Doured  on  lavender  flowers,  which  gave  her 
sreat  relief, 

BecoB,  Cort.  Peruv.  I  ifs. 
ExtraB.  ejufd,  moll.  B  i. 
l^lix.  Vitriol,  dulc.  xx, 
Aq.  Cin,  Spt,  ^iii. 
ConfcB,  Alkerm.  3  /•  ?nifce  ^  Jiat  haujlus. 

Her  ftrength  was  fupported  by  nourifli* 
mcnt  of  eafy  digeftion  as  often  as  her  fto- 

mach 
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mach  would  difpenfe  with  it,  and  a  little 
fpiced  claret  was  given  whenever  fhe 
pleafed. 

23d,  I  defiredfhe  might  be  removed  into 
the  country  [Clapham)  for  the  benefit  of  airl- 
and in  a  few  days  fhe  was  fo  much  better 
in  all  refpedts,  as  to  leave  off  her  medicines, 
and  only  took  a  tindture  of  barky  and  carda- 

mons  as  a  llomachic,  in  a  flrong  infufion  of 
tfinfy, 

REMARKS. 

This  fever  was  complicated  with  pku- 
Tify  in  a  high  degree;  a  cafe,  of  all 
others  the  moft  dangerous  j  and  as  pleuritic 
iymptoms  do  fometimes  accompany  a  mor- 
bid affedion  of  the  abdominal  vifcera'm  this 
difeafej  perhaps  it  might  reafonably  be 
afked,  whether  the  diarrhoea  and  hiflamma- 
tion  of  the  omentum,  which  fo  ufually  fuc- 
ceeded  the  rigovy  were  not  here  prevented 
by  early  and  repeated  bleeding  ? 

From 
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From  what  may  be  obferved  in  the  fore- 
going hiftory  j  it  does  not  appear  eligible  to 
wait  for  a  diJlinB  intermijjion  of  this  fever  ^ 
kjl  a  fevere  attack  of  the  febrile  paroxyfm 
f}:)ould  i?j  the  mean  time  carry  off"  the  patient: 
I  think  a  remiffion  of  the  fymptoms,  efpe- 
cially  if  attended  with  any  critical  evacuation, 
is,  in  general,  fufficient  to  juftify  the  liberal 
and  immediate  ufe  of  the  bark ;  but  where 
they  are  at  firft  manifeftly  inflammatory, 
when  bleeding  and  evacuations  had  not  pre- 
ceded; I  have  feen  it  given  without  any 
good  effedt* 

CASE  XIIL 

Sarah  Evans,  about  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  was  delivered  in  the  Hofpital  on  Mon- 
day the  19th  of  November y  1770  ;  fhe  had 
a  natural  labor,  and  was  well  the  two  firfl: 
days  after  delivery  ;  but  on  the  third  day 
feized  with  fever,  which  the  matron  be- 
lieved was  owing  to  furprize,  as  the  febrile 
fymptoms  appeared  very  foon  after. 

As 
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As  this  patient  was  of  a  very  ddicate 
irritable  habit,  and  lax  fibres,  I  did  not 
think  it  proper  to  dired:  bleeding,  particu- 
larly as  her  ikin  was  moift,  and  her  pulfc 
quick  and  weak. 

She  took  a  mixture  with  fpt.  7nindereri 
and  tinEl.  thebaic ;  emollient  clyfters  were 
alfo  direded  to  be  frequently  adminifter- 
ed.  After  the  fever  had  gradually  in- 
qreafed  for  a  few  days,  flie  complained  of 
difficulty  of  breathing,  and  pain  in  the  fide 
of  her  belly,  towards  the  navel.  Warm 
flannels  were  applied  to  the  part  afFeded, 
and  bladders  of  hot  water  to  her  feet. 

She  drank  beef  water,  and  weak  pimen- 
to tea  for  common  drink ;  and  being 
extremely  languid,  was  allowed  a  fmall 
quantity  of  white  wine  and  light  nourifli- 
ment  by  turns. 

On  the  29th  of  November  fhe  was 
weaker ;  the  heart  almoft  ceafing  to  do  its 
office,  and  the  circulation  being  at  the  low- 
eft  ebb.     The  next  morning  fhe  calmly 

expired 
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expired  without  any  figns  of  mortal  an- 
guifh. 

DISSECTION. 

On  opening  the  body,  evident  marks 
of  inflammation  appeared,  particularly  in 
the  abdomen :  Great  part  of  the  omentum 
was  deftroyed,  and  converted  into  matter^ 
what  remained  was  htcomt  gangrenous  i  its 
difeafed  membranous  expanlions  here  and 
there  overfpread  the  intejiines:,  and  (lightly 
adhered  to  their  fiirface,  which  was  alfo 
inflamed,  particularly  at  their  convolutions; 
thofe  parts,  from  the  additional  eflTedl  of 
prefllure,  being  as  it  were  fuperfidally  folder- 
cd  together  :  That  portion  of  fhe  omentum 
which  is  inferted  round  the  great  curvature 
of  the  fliomach,  was  alfo  confiderabJy  in- 
flamed. 

The  uterus  had  a  natural  appearance,  and 
was  perfectly  found,  as  well  as  all  the  parts 
peculiar  to  it. 

The 
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The  liver  was  alfo  imaffecftcd,  except  it5 
pentonaeal  coat,  which  being  diffolved  by 
the  inflammation,  lay  on  its  furface  in  a 
tender,  gelatinous  ftate.  The  gal  I- bladder 
was  turgid  with  bile. 

The  7nedlajiinum  was  inflamed,  but  the 
lungs  were  perfectly  found,  and  free  from 
adhefion  to  the  pleura. 

The  whey-coloredy  putrid fluid  contained  in 
the  abdomen,  was  nearly  the  fame  in  quantity 
and  appearance  as  that  in  the  former  cafes. 

REMARK. 
Where  the  pulfe  was  extremely  foft  and 
weak,  and  the  circulation  languid ;  it  is 
difficult  to  account  for  fo  fudden  and  high 
a  degree  of  inflammation,  as  to  produce  a 
colledlion  of  matter ^  or  any  inflammatory 
afFed:ion  of  the  abdominal  vifcera;  but  fo 
it  was;  and  therefore,  in  all  fuch  cafes, 
where  bleeding  feems  improper,  it  will  be 
requifite,  immediately  to  apply  JlnaplfmSt  or 
a  large  blljler  to  the  ujnblllcal  region, 

CASE. 
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CASE  XIV. 
Hannah  Jeffreys,  of  a  ftrong,  healthy  con- 
ftitution  J  the  fourth  day  after  delivery, 
which  was  natural,  was  feized  with  a  Jhi- 
veringft,  fucceeded  by  head-ach,  and  great 
ficknefs  at  ftomach,  with  fix  bilious  ftools; 
fhe  was  affeded  with  univerfal  languor,  and 
dejedion  of  fpirits,  was  very  reftlefs,  and 
had  a  fpiart,  quick  pulfe. 

A  clyfter  with  beef-water  was  given,  and 
(lie  diluted  plentifully  with  warm  balm-tea. 
but  did  not  perfpire^ 

The  next  morning,  flie  had  two  purga- 
tive evacuations,  and  labored  under  much 
anxiety  and  opprefTion  atherbreaft:  Broad, 
purple  colored f pots  which  rofe  a  above 
the  furface  of  her  fkin,  foon  after  appeared 
all  over  her  body,  they  were  very  thick  on 
her  breaft  and  face,  but  not'  attended  with 
any  mitigation  of  the  fymptoms,  except 
for  an  hour  or  two  in  the  beginning. 

She  took  one  of  the  antimonial  powder^, 
^vhich  was  repeated  every  three  or  four 

hours 
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hours,  without  any  fenfible  evacuation 
whatever :  As  Ihe  was  not  better  in  the 
evening,  the  eruption  appearing  livid,  and 
her  extremities  being  cold;  a  cordial  julep 
was  given  her  now  and  then  ;  blifters  were 
applied  to  the  infide  of  her  arms,  and 
cataphfms  to  her  feet;  the  emollient  clyfter 
was  repeated,  and  Ihe  was  allowed  white- 
wine  wey  for  common  drink. 

The  two  following  days  all  the  febrile 
fymptoms  increafed,  with  the  difficulty  of 
breathing;  altho'  the  blifters,  which  had 
been  applied,  produced  their  proper  eflfea; 
and  thus  growing  gradually  worfe  and 
worfe,  Ihe  died  at  four  in  the  morning,  on 
the  5th  of  May  1771 ,  being  the  ninth  day 
from  that  of  her  delivery. 

REMARKS. 

The  caufcs  from  whence  thofe  petec/jice 
are  faid  to  happen,  are  fo  different,  as  to 
make  a  difference  in  their  treatment,  very 
effential    to    the    patient's,   fafety ;  for 

inftance. 
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inftance,  if  they  arife  from  putrid  difTolution 
of  the  blood,  they  will  require  ^ihe  ufe  of 
barh,  with  acids ;  and  all  fuch  medicines 
as  confirm  its  texture,  and  refift  the  putre- 
fadtive  tendency  prevailing  in  the  habit ; 
but' if,  on  the  contrary,  they  are  produced 
by  too  violant  a  degree  of  the  circulating 
power,  which  may  occafion  rupture  of  the 
fmall  arteries,  and  extra vafatidn  of  the  fan- 
guineous  globules,  then  the  former  remedies 
are  to  be  avoided ;  and  fuch  as  diminifh  the 
adion  of  the  heart  and  arteries  will  afford 
the  moft  relief;  viz.  bleedings  fedatives^ 
and  cooling  regimen. 

The  firft  cafe  is  attended  with  exceeding 
danger,  and  very  often  proves  fatal :  Here 
the  pulfe  is  generally  quick  and  weak,  and 
the  lofs  of  ftrength  great  and  fudden  j  on  the 
contrary,  in  the  fecond  cafe,  the  pulfe  is 
hard  and  full,  the  artery  vibrates  more 
ftrongly,  and  the  fpots  may  fometimes  be 
found,  by  the  touch,  to  rife  a  little  above 

0^2  the 
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the  furface  of  the  {kin,  which  is  ufually 
hot  and  florid  ;  but  it  muft  be  confeffed, 
that  fomc  particular  fevers  are  fo  indi- 
ftindtly  marked,  as  to  their  fpecies,  and  their 
fymptoms  fo  comphcated  and  equivocal, 
that  it  is  not  a  little  difficult  to  know  with 
certainty  from  what  caufes  they  arife. 

This  lall  cafe  was  the  only  one  where 
the  omentum  was  neither  fuppurated  or 
gangrenous ;  there  was  indeed,  fome  figns 
of  flight  inflammation,  and  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  fluid  in  the  abdamen^  which 
looked  like  the  ferum  of  blood ;  but  it 
was  not  purulent,  as  in  the  former  cafes. 
Hence  it  is  probable,  that  a  gradual  accu- 
mulation of  fluid  in  the  abdomen  com- 
mences before  death,  as  the  ly?nphatits  lofe 
their  abforbent  power,  from  defe(ft  of  the 
vis  vitce. 

We  have  been  told,  the  body  has  fome- 
times  been  obferved  to  remain  warm  for 
feveral  days  after  death,  and  that  the  limbs, 
infl:ead  of  becoming  fliff  and  rigid,  con- 
tinue 
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tinue  foft  and  flexible : '  This  extraordinary 
circumftance  occurred  to  me  once  or  twice, 
and  occafioned  no  fmall  anxiety  in  the 
friends  of  the  difeafed,  who  looked  upon  it 
as  a  fign  of  fome  latent  fparks  of  life,  and 
therefore  would  riot  permit  interment  of 
the  body,  until  long  after  the  ufual  time, 
but  in  reality,  fuch  appearances  are  {{ndily 
7norbid,  and  inftead  of  creating  hope,  fhould 
totally  exclude  it  j  for  they  denote  dif- 
cafes  highly  putrid,  and  of  a  mortal  nature. 
All  animal  bodies  tend  to  diffolution,  as 
foon  as  the  progreffive  motion  of  their 
fluids  ceafes ;  and  this  preternatural  heat 
of  body  feems  owing  to  nothing  but  an 
uncommon  degree  of  putrefaBive  fer- 
mentation which  is  known  to  generate  heat. 
The  following  cafe  was  drawn  up  by 
Mr.  Patteny  furgeon  to  the  fhip  Refolution, 
which  failed  round  the  world,  commanded 
by  the  late  Captain  Cook, 


CASE 
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C  A  S  E  XV. 

Sibyl  Watfon,  aged  twenty-two,  was  de- 
livered in  the  Hofpital,  OQl.  2,  1776,  of 
her  filft  child,  without  any  uncommon 
circumftance  at<;^nding  the  labor  which 
was  eafy  and  natural :  The  placenta  came 
away  without  affiftance,  about  ten  mi- 
nutes after  delivery.  She  refted  well  in 
the  night,  and  perfpired  gently, 

This  woman  was  of  a  lax  and  delicate 
conftitution,  and  had  during  the  two  laft 
months  of  pregnancy,  been  troubled  with 
a  flight  pain  in  her  left  fide  attended 
with  cough  and  difficulty  of  breathing, 
but  thefe  complaints  had  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  been  removed  by  bleeding  fome  time 
before  delivery. 

3d.  In  the  morning  fhe  was  perfedly 
free  from  pain  and  fever,  but  about  fix  in 
the  evening  without  any  apparent  caufe, 
was  fuddenly  attacked  with  burning  heat 
diffufed  all  over  her  body,  which  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  culdnefs  and  fliivering,  great 

anxiety 
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anxiety  and  oppreffion  at  the  p?'<^cordia,  and 
univerfal  pain.  For  thefe  coni-plaints  fhe 
took  a  few  drops  of  the  tindura  thebaica 
in  a  little  mint  water. 

At  nine,  when  I  faw  her,  fhe  had  the 
following  fymptoms,  viz.  violent  pains  in 
the  left  fide  of  the  thorax,  which  ftruck 
down  to  the  left  groin,  foraetimes  to  the 
right,  and  frequently "  darted  from  thence 
to  the  navel.  She  had  great  forenefs  all 
over  the  abdomen,  a  frequent  naufea  and 
retching  to  vomit,  which  brought  up 
nothing  but  phlegm;  her  breathing  was 
fhort,  and  laborious,  the  pulfe  quick, 
weak,  and  unequal,  fometimes  flatter- 
ing, and  at  other  times  regular,  with 
fome  fmall  degree  of  hardnefs  j  her  voice 
was  weak  and  tremulous,  her  countenance 
pale,  the  {kin  hard  and  rough,  without  the 
leaft  moifture  on  any  part  of  her  body,  ex- 
cept the  breaft  and  neck  ;  fhe  complained 
at  intervals  of  acute  pain  in  the  flomach, 

which 
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which  continued  for  a  fhort  time,  but  frcr 
quently  returned ;  fhe  had  alfo  a  fixed  pain 
in  the  right  fhoulder. 

Dr.  heakc  directed  ten  ounces  of  blood  to 
be  taken  from  the  arm,  which  gave  her 
immediate  rehefj  the  pulfe  became  more 
regular,  and  the  oppreffion  about  the  prae- 
cordia,  and  difficulty  of  breathing,  were  al- 
moft  totally  removed.  The  fourth  part 
of  a  grain  of  emetic  tartar  was  given  with 
the  faline  draught  every  three  or  four 
hours,  and  fhe  drank  plentifully  of  warm 
diluting  liquors. 

4th.  No  reft  the  preceding  night ; 
in  the  moming  fhe  had  a  bilious  ftool,  her 
pulfe  was  full  and  quick,  attended  with 
difficult  refpiration,  and  great  oppreffion  at 
the  praecordia,  with  frequent  fighings  j  her 
tongue  was  white,  but  moift,  and  flie  com- 
plained of  univerfal  pain  and  forenefs  all 
over  the  abdomen :  The  tartar  emetic  was 
continued,  with  large  dofes  of  campho- 
rated julep  every  three  hours  :  fhe  diluted 
plentifylly,  but  did  not  perfpire. 
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5th.  Had  eight  bilious  ftools,  the  pain 
and  difficulty  of  breathing  were  confider 
ably  abated,  her  complexion  more  lively, 
the  pulfe  regular,  differing  little  from  a 
healthy  ftate,  a  gentle  moifture  was  dif-- 
fufed  over  the  whole  body ;  flie  had  a  mo- 
derate fecrption  of  milk,  and  the  lochia 
were  difcharged  in  their  natural  quantity. 
Two  ounces  of  a  fl:rong  decodtion  of  bark 
were  now  prefcribed  and  diredted  to 
be  .given  every  four  hours ;  Ihe  refted  well 
in  the  night,  and  perfpired  gently. 

6th.  Had  five  bilious  ftools  without  p^in, 
and  was  much  better  in  all  refpedts.  The 
decodtion  of  bark  was  continued. 

7th.  Almoft  every  complaint  vanifhed  ; 
flie  was  fo  much  better,  as  to  be  able  to 
walk  about  the  ward  without  affillance, 
and  in  due  time  was  difcharged  from  the 
Hofpital  perfectly  recovered. 


CASE 
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CASE  XVI. 

Sarah  DavieSy  was  delivered  at  the  Weji- 
minjler  Lying-in  Hofpital,  December  4th, 
I'y'yS.  The  lochial  difcharge  and  excre- 
tions in  general  were  natural. 

8  th.  The  pulfe  full  and  frequent ;  ref- 
piration  difficult.  She  was  thirfty,  had 
pain  in  her  head,  and  as  flie  exprefled  it,' 
at  her  heart  alfci.  By  the  matron's  order, 
.  balm  tea  and  barley  water  were  given  for 
common  drink, 

9th.  She  was  vilited  by  ,Dr,  Leake^  who 
prefcribed  the  antimonial  powders  and 
bottles  of  warm  water  to  her  feet. 

iith.  Better  in  every  refped,  with  abate* 
ment  of  thirft,  perfpiration  moderate,  the 
bowels  laxative,  and  pulfe  not  fo  quick. 

1 2th.  Worfe,  as  fuppofed,  from  anxiety 
of  mind  ;  pulfe  low  and  frequent,  the  jaws 
ftrongly  contraded,  and  breathing  difficult, 
with  pain  in  her  bowels  and  loofe  offenfive 
flools.    Dr.  Leake  directed  a  blifter  to  the 

fide. 
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fide>  and  bolus's  of  camphoVy  mujk  afid 
opium y  which  were  given  when  they  could 
be  got  into  her  mouth, 

13th.  Fulfe  low  and  quick,  and  ftools 
frequent,  fame  medicines  continued. 

14th.  Purging  more  violent,  attended 
with  flow  fever,  thirft  violent  and  fkin  dry. 
Vifited  by  Dr.  Leake,  who  direded  ^  cold 
jnfulion  of  bark  and  antimonial  powders. 

15th  and  1 6th,    Delirous  in  the  night, 
ftools  foetid,   pulfe   quick   and  languid, 
/^ntimonials  omitted,  and  the  camphortaed 
julep  ordered,  to  be  given  often,  with  a 
ftrong  infufion  of  Cortex. 

17th.  Much  the  fame,  Medicines 
continued. 

18th,  Worfe  in  the  night,  the  adbomen 
much  fwelled,,  ftools  black,  fcetid  and  in^ 
voluntary,  -The  medicines  were  continued 
as  long  as  ftie  could  take  them,  and  an 
opiate  at  night  was  given. 

19th.  In  the  morning  the  patient  died. 

Dr, 
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Dr.  Leake  direded  the  body  to  be 
opened,  the  next  day  at  night,  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  Jixteen  gentlemen  of  the  facuhy. 
The  abdominal  integuments  being  removed, 
the  omentum  was  found  inflamed  on  one 
fide.  The  inteftines  were  much  diftended 
with  wind,  efpecially  the  colon.  On  the 
ftomach  was  found  a  fmall,  gangrenous 
fpot.  The  other  vifcera,  as  well  as  thofe 
of  the  thorax,  had  no  difeafed  appearance. 

The  contents  of  the  pelvis  were  found, 
and  the  uterus  contraded  to  the  fize  of  a 
fmall  melon.  After  this  examination  the 
SeBion  of  the  Symphysis  Pubis  was  performed 
in  order  to  afcertain  how  much  /pace  might 
be  gained  between  the  divided  bones. 

The  cartilage  being  laid  bare  by  Mr. 
Poignandy  Surgeon,  an  obfcure  motion 
was  perceived  between  the  bones  upon 
moving  the  thigh  up  and  down,  and  the 
cartilage  being  very  foft,  was  then  cut 
through  by  Dr.  Leake,  with  great  eafe^ 
and  without  wounding  the  neck  of  the 

bladder, 
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bladder,  or  any  of  the  contiguous  parts 
The  offa-pubis  immediately  receded  from 
each  other  about  one  inchy  and  with  very 
gentle  force  were  feperated  two  inches  and 
an  eighth.  The  contents  of  the  pelvis 
were  afterwards  removed,  and  on  exami- 
ning the  internaly  pojlerior  ligaments  of  the 
bones  of  the  pelvis,  they  were  neither  la- 
cerated or  in  the  leaft  injured. 

This  operation  gave  general  fatisfadtion 
to  the  gentlemen  prefent,  of  whom,  as  a 
pupil,  and  Hofpital AJjiflant  to  Dr.  Leake,  I 
had  the  honor  to  be  one. 

From  the  circumftances  attending  this 
cafe,  where  no  part  effential  to  life  was  cut 
or  injured.  Dr.  Leake,  as  well  as  the  reft 
of  the  gentlemen,  were  inclined  to  think 
the  fedtion  of  the  pubis,  in  fafety  and 
advantage,  preferable  to  the  Caefarian 
operation. 

y.  Lawton. 
Wejlminjier  New-Lying-Inn  Hofpital, 
December  isth,  1778- 

Several 
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Several  other  medical  gentleman  and 
pupils  intended  to  have  been  prefent  at  this 
operation,  but  were  prevented  by  receiving 
intelligence  too  late. 

With  refpedl  to  the  number  of  patients 
delivered,  and  likewife  thofe  who  died 
in  the  We/iminJterNewLying-inHofpital:  the 
account,  as  appears  by- the  Hofpital  books, 
ftands  thus:  From  the  2,0th.  of  Apn7  1767, 
to  the  of  ,  Novem6er,  1769;  out  of 
/wo  hundred  and  eighty ^jive  delivered,  three 
had  the  Child-bed  Fever,  of  whom,  Eliz, 
Walters  and  Eliz^  Becket  recovered,  and 
Sufannah  Vernon,  who  had  twins,  died;  alfo 
Ann  Moody y  of  the  fmall  pox  the  day  after 
delivery. 

From  the  foregoing  date,  to  the  15th  of 
May  1770,  (being  the  epidemic  feafon^  out 
of  fixty-three  delivered,  nineteen  had  the 
Child^hed  Fever,  befides  others  more  flightly 
eflfedied  with  it :  s^i  which  number,  eleven 
died  in  the  hofpital,  and  two  more  out  of  the 
houfe,  who  were  removed  at  the  rcquefl:  of 

their 
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their  friends  ;  namely,  Fra?ices  Williams  and 
Mary  Gammon,  Elizabeth  Kibblewhite,  alfo 
died  of  inflammation  in  her  bowels,  during 
the  above  period. 

From  the  15th  of  Mayy  1 770,  to  the  29th 
of  Septe?nber,-ij'j'2,i  Out:  oi  tjoree  hundred  and 
five  delivered,  two  died,  viz.  Sarah  Evans ^ 
and  Hannah  Jeffreys. 

This  fever  was  alfo  epidemical  in  London 
in  the  year  1760,  of  which,  twenty-four 
died  in  the  Britijh  Lying-Inn-Hoffitaly  from 
the  1 2th  of  Jtme,  to  the 'latter  end  of  i>- 
cember-y  there  being  no  inflance  of  any  fuch 
mortality  in  fo  fliort  a  time,  till  the  year 
1770,  when  it  was  again  extremely  fatal. 

TheSection  of  theSymphysisPubis 
firft  propofed  by  M.  Sigault  in  his  Thejis  at 
Anglers y  and  afterwards  by  him  fuccefsfully 
performed  on  the  living  body  at  Paris,  Sept. 
2d.  1777*  having  much  engaged  the  at- 
tention  of  Medical  Gentlemen,  I  fhall  beg 
leave  to  offer  fome  general  Animadverfions 
on  that  new  and  extraordinary  operation; 

particularly 
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particularly  as  M.  Le  Roy,  ProfefTor  df* 
Midwifery,  and  dodor  regent  of  the  faculty 
of  phyfic  at  Paris,  who  affifted  him  in  the 
performance  of  it,  was  pleafed  to  honor  me 
with  his  Treatife  on  that  fubjeEli  and  as 
Mr,  Poignand  the  Tranflator  has  thought 
fit  to  addrefs  it  to  me. 

Mr.  Sigault  fuppofes  that  the  cartilages 
interpofed  between  the  bones  of  the  pel- 
vis become  relaxed  by  the  efFe(ft  of  preg- 
nancy, and  therefore  recede  from  each 
other  in  the  time  of  Iabor>  by  preflurc 
of  the  chiWs  head.  He  defcribes  the  Sec- 
tion OF  THE  Symphysis  Pubis  andpro- 
pofes  it  as  a  fubftitute  for  Ccefarian  ope^ 
ration;  the  propriety  of  which,  as  well  as 
the  objections  brought  againft  it,  I  am  de- 
firous  to  examine  with  attention  and  candor  j 
for  little  advantage  can  arife  from  opinions, 
where  men  rather  contend  for  fuperiority 
than  truth.  The  fpirit  of  enquiry  is  only 
commendable  when  it  is  exerted  for  the 
improvement  of  fcicnce,  and  (oMy  direded 

to 
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to  the  public  good,,  But  althdugh,  I  am  in 
clined  to  think  favorable  of  this  operation, 
for  reafons  hereafter  affignecl,  I  know  that 
nothing  but  time  and  future  experience 
can  fufficiently  determine  whether  it  ought 
to  be  rejeded  or  adopted. 

The  ftrudlure  of  the  parts  on  which  this 
operation  is  performed,  being  perfedly 
known  to  every  intalhgent,  medical  Reader, 
their  defcription,  as  well  as  that  of  the  ope- 
ration itfelf,  would  be  unneceffary,  efpecially 
as  the  laft  is  circumflantially  fet  down  in  Mr. 
Le  Roy*s  trad,  entitled  Tradlical  Enquiries 
on  the  SeEiion  of  the  Pubes,  to  which  I  muft 
refer  him. 

The  following  are  the  objedions  to  this 
New  Operation;  Firft  that  the  cartilage  at 
the  fymphyfis  pubis,  may  happen  to  be 
ojftfied,  which  would  prevent  its  divifion 
by  the  knife  :  Secondly,  that  the  neck  of 
the  bladder  may  be  wounded  :  Thirdly ; 
that  the  fpace  gained  by  the  fedion  of  the 
Pubis,  may  not,  in  a  narrow  pelvis,  be  fuffi- 

R  cient 
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cient  to  allow  the  child's  head  to  defcend 
through  its  cavity  :  Fourthly  ;  that  the  re- 
union of  the  cartilage  may  not  be  affcded  : 
And  laftly,  that  the  internal,  pojlerior  liga- 
mejits  uniting  the  facrum  and  ojja  ilia,  may 
be  torn  afunder,  by  dividing  the  bones  of 
the  pubes. 

In  anfwer  to  the  preceding  objedlions : 
It  may  be  remarked,  firft,  that  cartilage  be- 
ing a  fubftance  effentially  different  from 
bone,  is  never  found  offified  except  in  2iprae^ 
ternatural  Jiate,  or  in  old  age,  after  the  time 
of  child-bearing  is  paft,  and  where  there 
could  be  no  occafion  for  the  operation.  I  can- 
not however,  affent  to  the  opinion  of  Sigault^ 
that  the  cartilages  of  the  pelvis,  undergo  a 
temporary  change,  and  become  fofter  in 
the  time  of  pregnancy.  The  obfcure  mo- 
tion perceived  at  the  fymphyfis  pubis, 
in  the  patient  at  the  IVeJlminJier  Lying-in 
Uofpital,  already  mentioned,  I  believe  was 
not  owing  to  any  additional  foftncfs,  but  en- 
tirely to  its  own  permanent  ftrudure  as  a 

cartilage 
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tartilage  which  allowed  of  obfciire  motion, 
when  confiderable  force  was  applied. 

Secondly,  the  neck  of  the  bladder  being 
only  flightly  attached  to  the  fymphylis 
pubis,  by  cellular  membrane,  and  not 
in  clofe  union  with  the  cartilage  j  there 
never  can  be  the  leajl  danger  of  wounding 
ity  except  the  operator  is  ignorant  of  the 
flrudture  and  fituation  of  the  parts. 

Thirdly,    the  fpace  of  one  inch  only 
gained  by  M.  Sigault  from  the  fedion  of 
the  pubis,  on  the  dead  body,  does  not  ap- 
pear fufficient  to  enlarge  the  bony  pafTage 
for  the  exit  of  a  child's  head,  in  a  pelvis  un- 
commonly narrow;  but  in  the  cafe  of  Mrs, 
Brajier,  M.  LeRoy  found  a  feparation  of  tzvo 
inches  and  an  half ;  and  as  the  cafe  at  the 
Wejlminjler  Lyi?ig-in  Hofpital  affords  incon- 
teftable  proof,  that  after  the  fecftion  of  the 
cartilage,  the  bones  of  the  pubis,  without 
violence,  receded  from  each  other,  fyll  tzvo 
inches  and  an  eighth^  I  have  no  doubt  but 

^  %  this 
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this  additional  fpace,  would,  in  general,  be 
fufEcient  to  allow  paffage  for  the  child^s 
head  eveti  in  a  pelvis,  fo  preternaturally 
narrow,  that  no  other  means  but  Caefu" 
rian  operation  could  be  devifed  for  its  exit. 

Among  the  various  caufes  of  difficult 
labor,    the    moft   invincible    obftacle  to 
child-birth  is  that  of  a  imrrow  or  diftorted 
pelvis  j  to  remedy  which,  the  Sediion  of  the 
Pubis  feems  more  particularly  adapted;  but 
here  we  are  told  by  fome,  that  although  the 
long  axis  of  the  pelvis  may  from  thence  be 
extended  from  fide  to  fide,  its  jloort eft  diameter 
from  facrum  to  Pubes,  where  additional  fpace 
is  moft  wanted,  will  not  be  increafed  in 
the  fame  proportion,  and  therefore  the  ope* 
ration  cannot  avail. This  indeed, at firft  fight, 
looks  like  a  fpecious  and  infurmountable  ob- 
jedlion,  which  if  not  duly  attended  to,  and 
thoroughly  examined,  might  greatly  depre- 
ciate the  merit  and  advantages  of  the  new 
operation.  Ifliall,  therefore,  beg  the  Reader's 
attention  to  the  following  circumftances, 

which 
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which  if  clearly  underftood,  will  difprove 
and  totally  fet  -afide  what  has  been  fo 
plaiifibly  alledged  againft  it.  By  the 
SeSiion  of  the  Pubis,  it  is  now  generally  al- 
lowed, even  by  its  opponents,  that  the  fpace 
gained  by  the  aperture  between  the  divided 
bones,  is  nearly  two  inches  and  an  half  even 
in  the  dead  body,  where  the  parts  are  cold, 
and  rigid,  and  confequently  lefs  yielding 
than  in  a  living  ftate.  It  will  therefore  fol- 
low, that  as  much  of  the  occiput  or  hind- 
head  as  is  protruded  into  an  aperture  at  the 
pubes  of  tw6  inches  and  a  half  ;  fo  much  prC" 
cifely  will  be  the  fpace  gained  by  this  operation y 
(ind  fuperadded  to  the  foort  axis  of  the  pelvis 
from  facrum  to  pubes  j  and  fince  the  occi- 
put prefenting  at  the  fymphyfis  is  much 
fmaller  in  diameter  than  the  heM  itfelf, 
the  greater  will  be  its  projection  into  the 
aperture ;  and  therefore  the  fpace  gained 
from  facrum  to  pubes  will  be  equal  to  the 
enlargement  of  the  pelvis  from  fide  to  fide; 
which  is  the  circumftance  here  contended 

for, 
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for,  and  what  we  prefume  is  fully  proved, 
contrary  to  the  aflertion  of  thofe  who  have 
oppofed  this  operation. 

Fourthly,  from  the  obfervations,  andun-r 
queftionable  authority  of  Petit  and  De  La 
Faye,  we  are  aflfured,  that  cartilages  will  as 
Jirmly  unite  after  divijioriy  as  bones  after  a 
fradlure.  But,  to  put  this  matter  out  of  all 
Aox^^-,  Camper y  a  Dutch  phylician,  made 
experiment  upon  a  quadruped,  by  cutting 
through  the  cartilage  of  the  pubesy  and 
after  dilTedting  the  parts,  he  found  they 
were  Jirmly  united, 

Laftly,  refpedling  the  pretended  lacera- 
tion of  the  internal,  pofterior  ligaments  of 
the  pelvis  uniting  the  facrum  to  the  ilia,  I 
mufl:  refer  to- the  cafe  at  the  Wejiminjier  Hof- 
pital,  already  recited,  where  the  fedion 
was  publicly  made  in  the  prefence  of 
feveral  Medical  Gentlemen^  and  where,  not- 
withjflanding  the  fpace  gained  was  two  inches 
and  an  eight  by  no  laceration  or  the  leall 
marks  of  violence  appeared,  but  on  the 

contrary, 
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contrary,  thofe  ligaments  were  found  per- 
fedlly  firm,  and  in  their  natural  ftate.  If 
fo  much  fpace  could  be  obtained  ivithout 
laceration  //z  the  dead  body,  where  the  fibres 
were  cold  and  jigidi  and  their  cohefion  con- 
iiderably  weakened  by  natural  tendency  to 
diflblution  j  how  much  more  fpace  might 
reafonably  have  been  expected  in  the  living 
fubjed:,  where  the  folids  are  more  foft  and 
yielding  ? 

That  thefe  ligaments  may  artfully  be  torn 
afunder  by  forcible  pulling  open  the  bones 
of  the  pubes,  cannot  be  denied ;  but 
the  fame  thing  will  happen  to  a  fhip's 
cable,  whenever  a  force  more  than  equal 

« 

to  its  refinance  is  applied.  In  fliort,  with 
any  reafonable  degree  of  prudent  caution, 
I  believe  the  laceration  of  thefe  ligaments 
need  never  be  apprehended. 

Let  us  now  take  a  comparative  view  of 
Caefarian  operatio7i,  for  the  fuccefs  of  which, 
RoiiJfetuszonX.twdL^  with  lo  much  zeal;  whilft 
Marchant  condemns  the  operation  as  highly 

dange- 
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dangerous,  and  informs  us  that  Pare^  Guil-. 
lemeau,  Viard,  and  others  of  the  firfl  rank  in 
their  profcflion,  found  this  operation  ex- 
tremely unfuccefsful, 

In  the  fourth  volume  of  the  London 
Medical  Obfervations,  may  be  found  a  cafe 
of  Caef avian  operation  accurately  related,  and 
the  only  inftance  that  I  know  of,  where  it 
was  performed  on  the  living  hody^  in  this 
great  city,  for  upwards  of  a  century  paft. 
From  this  cafe,  as  one  which  may  be  de- 
pended upon,  I  have  tranfcribed  the  fol- 
lowing particulars,  being  the  leading  cir- 
cumflances,  and  moft  material,  pra6lical 
fadls  relative  to  the  nature  and  event  of 
that  operation. 

The  Caefarian  operation  was  performed  on 
Martha  Rhodes y  OQi.  %\^.  1769,  by  Mr. 
T^hompjon^  Surgeon  to  the  London  Hofpi- 
tal,  who  informs  us,  that  the  patient  did 
not  lofe  more  than  four  ounces  of  blood, 
though  fhe  died  about  five  hours  after. 
The  body  being  opened,  grumous  blood 
which  was  computed  to  weigh  about  twen- 

ty 
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ty  ounces,  was  found  on  the  furface  of  the 
omentum  and  uterus.  The  cavity  of  the 
womb  alfo  contained  blood,  fo  that  the 
whole  quantity  of  this  vital  fluid  loft  by 
the  operation  was  allowed  to  be  thirty  ounces. 
Mr.  Thomfon  fays,  it  is  well  known,  that 
in  natural  labours,  the  difcharge  of  blood 
will  often  much  exceed  that  quantity ;  and 
therefore  feems  at  alofs  to  form  a  judgment 
what  might  have  been  the  immediate 
caufe  of  this  patient's  fudden  death. 

From  this  laft  opinion  I  muft  beg  leave 
very  much  to  differ j  but  even  admitting 
the  quantity  of  blood  difcharged  in  a  natu- 
ral labor  to  be  confiderable,  as  it  fometimes 
is;  the  danger  fhould  not  be  eftimated 
fimply  by  its  quantity,  but  by  the Jhort/pace 
of  time  in  which  it  is  difcharged.,  as  well  as 
the  nature  of  the  blood  itfelf  and  the  fourc^ 
from  which  it  is  derived., 

After  delivery,  the  blood  is  very  flowly 
evacuated  from  the  innumerable  fmall  vef* 
fcls  proceeding  from  the  wojnb,  and  enters 

ing; 
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ing  the  cellular  fubflance  of  placenta,  for 
the  immediate  fervice  of  the  child ;  re- 
fpedting  the  mother,  this  blood  may  therefore 
be  looked  upon  as  redundant ^  and  not  ejfential 
to  the  fupport  of  her  own  body.  On  the 
contrary,  in  Caefarian  fedlion,  where  the 
large  dilated  arteries  and  veins  of  the 
womb  are  divided,  and  thirty  ounces  of 
vital  blood,  or  that  merely,  maternal,  fud- 
denly  gufhes  forth  in  a  full  flream,  I  am  in- 
clined to  think  that  fo  powerful  a  check  to 
the  circulation,  may  fufpend  the  heart's  mo- 
tion, and  prove  the  immediate  caufe  of  the 
patient'* s  deaths  by  producing  a  mortal  fyn- 
ccepe;  particularly,  when  we  confider,  that 
the  hypogajiric  arteries  entering  the  uterus, 
proceed  from  large  branches  of  the  aorta^ 
through  which  the  blood  circulates  with 
extreme  velocity. 

But  coqld  we  fuppofe  the  patient  might 
efcape  a  mortal  haemorrhage^  after  this 
operation  j  the  large  quantity  of  grumous 
blood  extravafated  in  the  cavity  of  the 

belly, 
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belly,  from  which  it  could  not  be  eva- 
cuated, would  corrupt  and  deftroy  the  con^ 
tiguous  vital  parts,  and  prove  the  remote 
caiife  of  her  death. 

The  Se5iion  of  the  Pubisy  which  allows 
the  child  to  be  born  by  the  natural  paffage, 
carries  not  with  it  thofe  ideas  of  cruelty 
which  attend  the  Caefarian  ope?-atio?iy  where 
the  patient  is,  as  it  were,  emboweled  alive. 
No  formidable  apparatus  is  necelTaryj  the 
fedion  being  made  with  expedition,  and 
without  much  pain  or  danger;  no  blood-vef- 
fel,  nerve,  or  other  parts  effential  to  life  are 
wounded ;  thefe  divided,  being  only  cutis^ 
cellular  membrane,  and  infenfible  cartilage^ 
from  which  ntithtx  Haemorrhage,  or fympto- 
mcitic  Fever y  are  to  be  apprehended, 

Thefe  are  my  reafons  for  preferring  the 
New  Operation^  by  which  the  mother  and 
child  may  probably  both  be  faved;  but 
where  the  mother  at  leaft,  to  w  hofe  fafety 
our  principal  attention  fliould  be  diredied, 
would  generally  be  Iqft  by  the  Ceefarian 
Sedlion. 

To 
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To  thofe  who  vaguely  give  it  as  their 
opinion  that  this  operation  will  not  fuc- 
ceed,  the  anfwer  is  ihort  j  it  has  already 
fucceededy  and  therefore  it  'will  again Jucceed ; 
particularly  with  fuch  as  are  difpofed  to 
give  it  fair  and  judicious  trial ;  but  it  will 
be  prudent  for  every  Accoucheur ^  not  to  un- 
dertake this,  or  any  other  capital  operation, 
on  the  living  body,  without  the  mojl  mature 
deliberation^  and  the  concurrence  of  others 
of  the  profeflion  eminent  for  their  dex^ 
terity  and  (kill, 

M.  he  Roy  gives  feveral  examples  of  its 
fuccefs.  M.  Defpree,  furgeon,Vin  Britanny^ 
performed  the  fecflion  of  the  pubes  with 
happy  event  ini  778  j  and  Monf.  DeLambony 
firft  furgeon  to  the  Duchefs  of  Lorraine,  in 
a  letter  to  Monf.  De  Bramhillay  lately  pub- 
lifhed  at  Mon^,  informs  him  that  he  had  per-r 
formed  the  fedion  on  two  patients,  with 
fuccefs ;  one  of  which  fubmitted  to  the  ope-r 
ration  twice,  and  is  now  in  perfedt  health,  as 
well  as  her  child,  of  which  fhe  was  happily 
tlelivered  by  the  fccond  operation  ^ 

My 
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My  ingenious  friend,  Dr.  Haufman^  of 
Brunfwicky  who  did  me  the  honor  to  num- 
ber himfelf  among  my  pupils,  obliged  me 
with  a  manufcript  account  of  this  operation 
fuccefsfully  performed  by  Profeffor  Siebol^t 
His  recital  of  this  cafe,  refpeding  its  fa- 
vourable event,  is  very  different  from  what 
it  appears  in  a  periodical  publication,  but 
whether  this  may  be  owing  to  miftake.  or 
other  caufes,  I  cannot  take  upon  me  to  fay, 
as  I  have  not  yet  had  an  opportunity  of  fee- 
ing the  original  cafe  related  by  M.  Siebold. 

The  eminent  Don  Rafpau,  formerly  Pro- 
feffor of  Midwfery  at  Barcelona,  and  now 
Royal  Profeffor  of  that  An  in  the  Umver- 
Jity  of  Madfidy  who  likewife  honored  mc 
with  his  attendance  at  my  Ledtures,  alfo 
mentioned  fome  cafes  where  the  event  of 
this  operation  was  favorable. 

In  fhort,  the  greateft  part  of  what  has 
been  faid  in  oppofition  to  this  new  pradtice, 
rather  confifts  of  invedtive,  and  finical 
diftindions,  than  folid  and  impartial  argu- 
ment.    But  opinions,  however  fpecious, 

unfupported 
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unfupported  by  fadts,  are  vague  and  in-« 
conclufive ;  whilfl,  on  the  contrary,  well 
authenticated  fa(5ls,  in  favor  of  the  operation, 
can  iland  in  no  need  of  opinion  or  argu- 
ment. 

To  conclude,  refpedting  the  cafe  of  Mrs. 
Souchotj  upon  whom  the  fedion  of  the 
pubes  was  firft  performed  by  M.  Sigault, 
fuch  was  the  event,  that  both  the  mother 
and  child  were  preferved ;  the  circumftances 
appeared  fo  extraordinary,  that  Commif- 
(ioners  were  appointed  by  the  Medical  Fa- 
culty of  Paris,  to  examine  into  the  ftate  of 
the  cafe  and  fuccefs  attending  it,  in  confe- 
quence  of  which,  the  honor  of  prize  medals 
was  conferred  on  M.  Sigault^  as  well  as 
M.  Le  Roy^  who  affiled  him  in  the  opera- 
tion. 


SECTION 
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SECTION  V. 

Of  the  Natui'e  and  Treatment  of  Uterine 
Haemorrhages,  bejore  and  after  Delivej-y; 
and  the  new  Method  of  Prad:ice  recom- 
mended by  the  Author. 

"^J  T  E  R I N  E  Hsemorrhages  and  Convul- 
fions  being  two  of  the  moft  dan- 
gerous and  alarming  maladies  which  happen 
to  pregnant  women  j  the  obfervations 
contained  in  the  two  following  fedlions, 
I  prefume,  will  become  ufeful;  efpecially 
as  they  are  drawn  from  repeated  experi- 
ence, in  the  courfe  of  feveral  years  ex- 
tenfive  practice.  Few  authors  have  treated 
profefledly  or  practically  on  thofe  difeafes ; 
for,  it  has  been  too  much  the  cuftom  of  one, 
to  copy  and  adopt  the  methods  of  another, 
and  to  recommend  them  on  the  authority 
of  his  predeceifors,  rather  than  from  the 
teft  of  his  own  experience ;  to  the  great 
detriment  of  true  medical  knowledge. 

A  uterine 
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A  uterine  haemorrhage  or  flooding,  is  at 
preternatural  difcharge  of  blood  from  the 
womb,  arifing  from  a  feparation  of  the 
placenta  from  its  ^interior  furface»  which 
in  general,  may  be  looked  upon  as  its  im- 
mediate caufe;  but  the  remote  caufes  are 
various;  they  may  proceed  from  external 
violence,  or  the  over  exertion  of  the  body 
in  lifting  heavy  weights.  Inflammatory  fe- 
vers, violent  paffions  of  the  mind,  or  what*- 
ever  will  pretematurally  increafe  the  mo- 
mentum of  blood  on  the  uterine  vefTels, 
may  alfo  be  produdive  of  this  difcharge. 

Nothing  will  •  fo  much  contribute  to  a 
true  knowledge  of  uterine  haemorrhages, 
as  due  attention  to  the  peculiar  ftrudlure 
of  the  placenta  and  gravid  uterus y  and  their 
attachment  to  each  odier;  this  will  not 
only  more  clearly  point  out  the  fourcc 
from  whence  blood  proceeds,  but  alfo 
the  degree  of  danger  to  the  mother  and 
child. 

The 
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The  placmta  may  be  looked  upon  as  an 
apparatus  or  medium  of  intercourfe,  form- 
ed by  nature  for  carrying  on  circulation 
between  mother  and  child:  It  is  not  only 
made  up  by  one  umbilical  vein,  and  two 
arteries,  which  divide  and  fubdivide  till 
they  become  infinitely  fmall,  but  alfo  by  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  cellular  fubjlance 
every  where  interpofed  among  the  ramifi* 
cation  of  thofe  veffels.  This  cellular  part 
is  abundantly  fupplied  with  veflels  from  the 
uterus,  but  they  are  to  be  confidered  as  a 
fyftem  diftindi  from  that  of  umbilical 
veflels,  with  which  they  have  no  communi- 
cation J  at  leaft,  that  can  be  demonftrated; 
for,  the  fubtilefl:  injedions  have  never  been 
found  to  pafs  into  one,  by  filling  the  other  j 
the  firfi  can  only  be  injected  from  the  ute- 
rus, the  laft  from  the  foetus* 

Hence  it  appears,  there  is  a  two-fold  cir- 
culation in  the  placentary  mafs,  and  that 
although  there  is  a  continuation  of  veflels 
and  circulation  of  red  blood  between  the  uterus 

S  and 
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and  placenta^  there  is  none  between  mo- 
ther and  child,  by  means  of  the  umbihcal 
veflels. 

Indeed  it  has  been  matter  of  difpute,  whe- 
ther the  ultimate  branches  of  the  placentary 
Vein  anaftomofe  with  thofe  of  the  uterus, 
fo  as  to  tranfmit  red  blood  from  mother 
to  child  J  or  whether  they  ftrike  root  in 
the  uterus,  and  from  thence  only  abforb  a 
inilky  fluid  for  its  nourifliment,  which  is 
afterwards  converted  into  blood  by  the  cir- 
culating power  of  its  heart  and  arteries ;  and 
in  the  fame  manner  as  blood  is  generated 
by  the  chick  in  ovo, 

Arantiusy  a  learned  Profeffor  in  the  uni- 
verfity  of  Bologna,  was  the  firft  who  denied 
circulation  of  red  blood  between  the  mother 
and  foetus,  by  continuation  of  veffels  paf- 
fing  from  one  to  the  other;  and  the  rather, 
as  he  obferves  that  there  is  no  kind 
of  proportion  between  the  innumerable 
branches  of  the  placentary  ve'ffels,  com- 
pared to  thofe  of  the  uterus,   to  render 

their 
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their  anajlomojis  in  the  leaft  probable : 
lllud  tande?n  banc  vaforum  imiomm  minime 
concedi  pojje  atteJlatuKy  quod ?iullajit  vafo- 
"  rim  uteri  cum  innumeris  umbilicalium-  ra- 
**  dicibuSy  &  capilla7nentis  proportioy  eoquo 
•*  magis  quod  uteri  vafa  per  mat ricis  propria??! 

fubjiantiam  potius  fanguinem  effunda?ity 
qua?n  ad  internam  fuperjicie?n  fuis  ofculis 
pertingantJ'* 

The  late  celebrated  Dr.  Mo?tro,  was  of  the 
fame  opinion.  He  imagined,  the  extreme 
branches  of  the  umbilical  vein  took  up 
a  lymphatic  part  of  blood  from  the  uterine 
finus's,  in  the  fame  manner  that  laBeals  ab- 
forb  chyle  from  the  cavity  of  the  inteftines.f 
Perhaps  it  may  be  urged,  that  although 
the  umbilical  vein  only  receives  nutritious 
fluid  from  the  uterus,  yet  the  arteries 
muft  return  their  red  blood  to  it,  otherwife 
it  would  become  redundant;  but  feeing 
S  %  that 


*  Arant.  dc  Human.  Feet.  p.  24. 

+  £<^w.  Med.  Effays,  Vol.  H.  p.  i33- 
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that  there  is  a  free  anaftomofis  between 
the  veins  and  arteries  in  the  fubftance  of 
placenta  J   the   greateft  part  of  that  ar- 
terial blood  fuppofed  to  be  carried  back  to  the 
uterus  is  in  fadt,  taken  up  by  umbilical 
veins,   and  returned  to  the  Foetus.*  In- 
deed,   the  moft  accurate  anatomifts  now 
feem  to  agree,  that  the  ultimate  branches 
both  of  the  umbilical  arteries  and  veins, 
reach  the  convex  furface  of  the  placenta, 
/  and  proceed  no  further. 

If  we  may  compare  vegetables  with  ani- 
mals ;  it  feems  moft  likely,  that  the  child 
in  utero  is  at  firft  nourifhed  by  the  fame 
abforbent  power,  as  roots  in  the  earth;  or 
like  parafite  plajits,  which  draw  their  nou- 
rifhment  from  that  body  into  which  they 
are  inferted.f  Perhaps  it  may  alfo  be  a  pro- 
bable conjedture,  that  the  uterine  veflels 
which  enter   the    cellular   fubftance  of 

placenta, 

*  According  to  Rohault,  only  a-^cventh  part  of  the  ar- 
terial blood  is  returned  by  the  umbilical  arteries  to  the  con- 
vex furface  of  the  placenta. 

+  Vide  Par/bn's  Analogy  between  the  propagation  of 
aiiimats  and  vegetables. 
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placenta,  may  there  depofit  a  nutritious 
lymph,  which  is  abforbed  by,  the  extreme 
branches  of  umbilical  vein,  for  the  fervice 
of  the  foetus. 

From  this  reafoning,  drown  from  the 
ftrudure   of  the  parts ;    a  circumftance, 
which  has  often  appeared  unaccountable, 
becaufe  it  was  imperfe(ftly  underftood,  will 
become  obvious,  viz.  Why  the  child  may 
furvive,  in  utero,  for  a  confiderable  time, 
and   without  being   deprived  of  blood, 
although  the  mother  is  almoft  exhaufled 
and  brought  to  the  point  of  death  by  a 
profufion  of  that  vital  fluid;   for  blood,  in 
flooding  cafes,  is  difcharged  immediately 
from  thofe  very  veffe/s  which  Jpringfrom  th^ 
Uterusy  and  enter  into  the  cellular  fubflance 
of  placenta,  and  not  from  extreme  bran-- 
ches  of  the  funis  iimbilicalis  on  its  con* 
vex  furface ;  the  firft  being  parts  peculiar 
to  the  womb,  the  lafl:  proper  to  the  Fcetus 
only. 


The 
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The  falfe  chorion  invelling  the  exterior 
furface  of  placenta,  is  alfo  numeroufly 
fupplied  with  thofe  uterine  vejfels  ;  and  it 
may  be  laid  down  as  a  pradlical  Rule  with- 
out exception,  that  whenever  a  large  quan- 
tity of  this  tender  vafcular  ?ner}ibrane  comes 
away,  attended  with  pain  and  fanguine- 
ous  difcharge ;  it  infallibly  denotes  a  re- 
paration of  placenta  from  the  uterus ; 
the  patient  will  therefore  neceflarily  mif- 
carrji  notwithftanding  every  attempt  to 
prevent  it;  this  reddifli  flaky  fubftance, 
being  as  it  were,  the  very  cement  and  bond 
of  union  between  thofe  two  parts. 

The  illuftrious  Harvey  afferts,  that  when 
the  mother  was  even  extindt  and  almofl 
ftiffwith  cold,  he  had  found  the  umbilical 
arteries  beating,  and  the  foetus  vigorous 
and  ftrong :  He  alfo  denies  the  anaftomofis 
of  veffels  between  the  placenta  and  uterus. 

**  Imo  vero  inejufmodi  CoefonibuSj  mem'. 
"  brana  choro  etiamnim  obvolutisy  faepe  r<?- 

"  peri 
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peri  [inatre  jam  extinBa  ^  plane  rigida) 
«'  arterias  tmbilicales  micantes^fatujnqueve- 
"  getum.    ^are  hand  verum  ejifpiritus  a 

matre  per  arterias  ad  foetiim  pertingere  ; 

ISiec  magis  verum  vafa  foetus  umbilicalia 
«•  cum    uteri  vajis  per  Anajlomojin  con-- 

jungi''* 

A  new-barn  child  will  live  many  hours 
after   birth    without    nouriiliment ;  for 
it   then  exifts   by    a   circulation  of  its 
own,  and  being  replete  with  .blood  and 
juices,  ftands  in  no  immediate  need  of  ad- 
ditional fupplyj   -in  like  vcmm  it  will 
continue  alive  for  a  given  time  in  utero. 
when  cut  off  from  all  communication  with 
the  mother ;  that  is,  after  a  feparatiori  of 
the  placenta  i   but  although  it  there  re^ 
ceives  no  red  blood,    it  muft  neceffarily 
langui{h  and  die  at  laft  from  the  w^nt  of 
lymph,  or  that  nutritious  fomething  which 
is  effential  to  life;    like  a  tender  plant, 

which 


♦  i/«n;.Op.  a  CoUcg.  Medic  Londin,  edit.  p.  59°* 


272   NATURE  AND  TREATMENT 

which  cannot  long  fubfift  without  the  ufo 
of  water,  or  refrefliing  fliowers.* 

Such  fluxes  of  blood  as  happen  after 
delivery,  may  be  brought  on  by  violent 
extradion  of  the  placental  diftenfion 
of  the  uterus  in  twin-cafes,  from  the 
fecond  child  j  or  by  a  defecft  of  its  con- 
tradtive  power,  from  general  weaknefs 
of  the  folid  fyftem. 

Uterine  haemorrhages  are  more  or  lefs 
dangerous,  in  proportion  as  the  patient  is 
advanced  in  the  time  of  pregnancy.  In 
the  firft  two  or  three  months,  the  embryo 
enjoys  little  more  than  vegetable  life ;  the 
veffels  .  conneding  it  to  the  uterus  being 
very  fmall;  confequently,  the  blood  is  . 
the(i  difcharged  by  fuch  flow  and  infen- 
(ible  degrees,  that  there  is  generally  time 
to  fupply  the  lofs,  by  replenifhing  them 
with  nourifhing  fluids,  fo  as  to  keep  up 
the  circulation. 

When 

Vide,  Gerg.  Nymman,  de  Vitae  Foetus  in  Uterg. 
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When  this  is  the  cafe,  the  patient  will 
fuftain  the  lofs  of  a  large  quantity  of 
blood,  without  much  diminution  of 
ftrength;  but  on  the  contrary,  when  the 
difcharge  is  great  and  fudden,  the  event  is 
frequently  fatal ;  and  the  rather,  if  it  hap- , 
pens  in  the  laft  months  of  pregnancy, 
when  the  uterine  veflels  are  large  and '  re^- 
plete  with  blood. 

"The  vaft  profufion  of  this  fluid  gives  fo 
fudden  a  check  to  the  circulation,  that 
there  is  not  fufficient  quantity  retuirned  to 
the  heart  to  keep  it  in  due  motion  j  fo 
that  its  action  either  languifhes  for  a  time, 
and  the  patient  faints ;  or  wholly  ceafes, 
and  flie  expires  in  a  fyncofe* 

Floodings  from  bruifes  or  falls,  are  ge- 
nerally of  the  worfl:  confequence  j  for  the 
patient  is  then  not  only  in  danger  fimply 

from 

•  According  to  HaHtr'%  doflrine,  the  heart's  motion 
principally  depends  on  the  irritability  of  its  right  auricle, 
which  is  llimulated  intp  motion,  by  the  influx  of  blopd 
from  the  vina  cava. 
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from  the  lofs  of  blood,  but  alfo  from  the 
nature  of  the  injury  itfelf.  They  are  alfo 
extremely  fallacious  and  fatal  in  the  lafl 
months  of  pregnancy  j  for,  then  they  will 
frequently  ceafe  for  a  time,  and  remove  the 
appearance  of  danger;  but  as  often  fud- 
denly  return,  and  fometimes  carry  her  off 
before  there  is  time  to  effedl  delivery^ 
which  is  the  only  expedient^  in  fuch  cafcs^ 
that  can  pojjihly  fave  her  life. 

When  the  uterus  is  emptied  of  its  con- 
tents, it  contracts,  and  gradually  becomes 
lefs  in  bulk,  efpecially  if  the  vital  powers 
are  not  much  impaired  by  the  preceding 
difcharge;  confequently,  the  current  of 
blood  in  the  branches  of  the  hypogajlric- 
and  fpematic  arteries  will  meet  with 
j-efiftance,  and  its  momentum  on  the 
bleeding  orifices  of  thefe  vefTels  being  con- 
fiderably  diminiflied,  the  flooding  will  then 
either  abate  or  totally  ceafe ;  fo  that  a  dex- 
terous operator  will  fometimes  be  able  to  do 
moreforthe  fafety  of  his  patient  by  ma- 
nual 
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nual  operation,  than  could  poffibly  be 
efFeded  by  the  moft  Ikijful  adminiftratiojn 
of  medicines. 

When  any  part  of  placenta  has  hcexi 
feparated  from  the  uterus,  it  will  not 
again  adhere.  This  appears  evident  after 
delivery  J  for  that  precife  quantity  of  it 
which  was  difunited,  is  plainly  pointed 
out,  by  being  covered  with  black,  co- 
agulated blood.  Hence  the  reafon  is  obvi- 
ous,  why  thofe  haemorrhages  which  go  off 
for  a  time,  are  fo  extremely  dangerous  by 
their  fudden  return  j  for  they  do  not 
ceafe  becaufe  there  is  a  re-union  of  divided 
veffels,  but  becaufe  the  circulation  lan- 
guifhes  from  profufe  lofs  of  blood,  ib  that 
the  patient  faints  j  during  this  interval, 
its  impulfe  is  diminifhed,  and  the  veffels 
being  freed  from  their  diftending  power, 
will  not  only  gradually  contrad:  from  the 
natural  cohefion  of  their  parts  j  but  the 
tlood  being  almoft  in  a  ftate  of  reft,  will 
coagulate,  and  as  it  were,  feal  up  their 
contracted  orifices  Here 
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Here  it  is  neceflary  to  remark  that  per- 
nicious and  deftrudtive  method  of  giving 
heating  cordials  or  fpiritous  liquors,  with  a 
view  to  revive  the  patient,  to  which, 
many  have  unhappily  fallen  vidims ;  yet 
it  is  ftill  fo  prevalent,  efpecially  among 
the  lower  clafs  of  people,  that  it  never 
can  be  much  difcountenanced,  or  its  dan^ 
ger  fufficiently  pointed  out.  Many  women, 
during  their  fainting  Jits,  are  plentifully 
Supplied  with  warm  fpiced  wine  or  caudle, 
with  the  addition  of  brandy,  which  will 
increafe  the  bloods  motion,  and  again  force 
open  the  bleeding  velTels ;  and  thus  they 
will  alternately  continue  to  flood,  and  faint 
till  the  hour  of  death.  The  defign  of  fuch 
proceedings  may  be  good,  but  the  con- 
fequence  will  be  fatal. 

Although  nothing  is  more  difficult  than 
to  root  out  prejudice  from  ignorant  minds  3 
yet,  he  who  will  conform  to  vulgar  errors 
at  the  expence  of  his  patient's  fafety,  and 
js  afraid  to  oppofe  them,  left  his  own  inte- 

reft 
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reft  fliould  fuffer,  adts  below  the  dignity 
of  his  profefTion,  and  the  principles  of  an 
honeft  man. 

If  the  moft  unintelligent  of  mankind 
was  alked,  whether  a  perfon  over-heated 
with  ftrong  liquor,  or  one  half-chilled  to 
death  with  cold,  would  bleed  moft  pro- 
fufely,  on  receiving  a  wound  in  any  part  of 
his  body  ?    furely  he  would  reply,  the  for- 
mer.:   The  cafe  is  fimilar  in  refpecfh  to 
Uterine  haemorrhages i   yet  fuch  is  the  pre- 
valence  of  cuftom,  that  the  method  of 
giving  cordials,  as  they  are  called,  is  flill 
obftinately  followed,  contrary  to  the  pa- 
tient's fafety,  as  well  as  to  every  ,  principle 
of  reafon,  and  common  fenfe. 
,    Thofe  ^who   confider   the  origin  and 
diftribution  of  ih^  hypogajiric  2Xi^fpermatic 
arteries,    which   branch  off  from  large 
trunks,  and  numeroully  fupply  the  ute- 
rus;   muft  needs  perceive  with  what  ra- 
pidity the   btood   paffes  through  thofc 

veffels;   particularly  the  firft,  which  are 

very 
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very  large  in  tlie  gravid  ftare ;  confe- 
quendy,  the  patient  \vill  foon  be  ex- 
haufted  in  pfofufe  floodings,  efpecially 
in  plethoric  habits,  or  where  the  action  of 
the  heart .  and  arteries  is  thus  increafed  by 
fpiritiio'iiS  licjuors,  or  heating  regimen. 

Under  fuch  circumftances,  the  beft  cor- 
dials are  thofe  fluids  which  replenifh  the 
empty  velTels,  without  heating  the  body; 
and  therefore,  broths  prepaired  from  ani- 
inal  fubftances,  jellies  and  the  like,  are 
of  all  others,  fitteft  to  afford  expe-* 
ditious  nouriihment;  as  they  will  foon  be 
affimilated,  and  converted  into  blood, 
without  much  affiftance  from  the  ftomacli 
or  vital  powers,  at  this  time  are  fo  much 
impaired. 

To  fubjoin  particular  hiftories  of  flooding 
cafes,  would  prove  of  little  ufe  to  an  intel- 
ligent pradlical  Reader;  fince  profufe  dif- 
charges  of  blood  happening  in  the  laft  months 
of  pregnancy,  are  generally  fuch,  as  no  me- 
dicines 
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dicines  have  power  to  remove ;  for  as  long 
as  the  uterus  remains  in  a  ftate  of  diften- 
fion,  fo  long  will  its  veflels  continue  to 
pour  out  blood,  efpecially  where  a  large 
quantity  of  placenta  is  feparated  front 
it ;  and  therefore,  it  would  be  very  unfafe 
to  exped:  from  medicines,  what  can  only 
be  brought  about  by  fpeedy  delivery y  which 
produces  a  fh'ec'hafdcal  change  in  the  ftruc- 
ture  of  that  organ  by  removing  its  con^ 
tents,  add  fuffering  it  to  contrad. 

But  although  this  is  the  principal  ex- 
pedient, and  the  moft  effedual  remedy 
in  fuch  cafes,  unfortunately,  it  does 
not  always  fecure  the  patient  from  fu* 
tare  danger;  for  the  force  and  energy 
with  which  the  womb  contrads,  being  irt 
proportion  to  bodily  fength,  father 
than  the  length  of  time  the  ^patient 
has  been  delivered ;  whenever  that  is 
greatly  diminifhed,  the  flux  of  blood  may 
ftill  continue.  This  is  the  reafon  why  a 
flooding  before  delivery  fometimes  occa- 

lions 
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lions  the  like  difcharge  afterwards.  In  the 
feveral  bodies  whieli  were  opened,  when 
the  Child-bed  Fever  proved  mortal ;  I  had 
fufficient  opportunity  of  afcertaining  this 
fad,  and  confequently  found  that  where  the 
patient  was  ftrong,  and  not  invaded  with 
fever  till  later  than  ufual,  there  the  uterus 
was  greatly  diminifhed  in  bulk  ;  but  on  the 
contrary,  when  flic  was  naturally  weak, 
or  rendered  fo  by  a  fudden  attack  of  the 
difeafe ;  it  then  became  inert,  and  was 
found  lefs  firm  and  contraded. 

Puzos  particularly  takes  notice,  that  when 
the  uterus  contracts  imperfedlly  after  de- 
livery, the  confequence  is  dangerous ;  and 
alfo  remarks,  that  after  the  patient  is  deli- 
vered by  turning  the  child;  flie  often  dies 
in  confequence  of  the  violence  applied,  or 
by  continuance  of  the  difcharge  :  he  af- 
ferts,  that  floodings  are  moft  profufe  when 
the  labor-pains  are  weakeft,  and  therefore 
concludes,  it  would  be  right  in  fuch  cafes, 
to  procure  pain  artificially,  by  dilating  the 

OS 
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OS  uteri,  which  will  put  the  uterus  into  a 
ftate  of  contradlion,  by  which  the  child  will 
atlaft  be  expelled.  This  he  calls  the  hap- 
py medium  between  natural  delivery,  and 
that  which  is  forced,  by  violently  turning 
the  child  ;  and  aflures  us,  that  by  this  me- 
thod he  had  been  extremely  fuccefsful. 

I  remember  an  inflance  of  the  good  ef- 
fedls  of  this  method,  in  a  gentleworkan  to 
whom  I  was  called  in  Tork  Buildings^  feve- 
ral  years  ago.  From  funday.  evening  till 
the  Tuefday  following  about  twelve  o'clock, 
at  which  time  I  was  defired  to  vifit  her, 
the  flooding  had  continued  profufe. 

She  was  attended  by  her  midwife,  and 
had  drank  plentifully  of  port  wine,  in 
which  a  hot  iron  had  been  quenched,  to 
render  it  the  more  aflringent,  as  I  fup- 
pofe :  Her  afpedt  was  death-like,  fhe 
frequently  fainted ;  her  pulfe  was  almoft 
imperceptable,  and  (he  feemed  finking 
very  faft. 

T  ,  The 
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The  full  time  of  reckoning  was  expired  ; 
but  her  ftrength  being  much  exhaufted, 
the  labor-pains  were  inconfiderable,  and 
the  OS  uteri  but  little  dilated.    I  immedi- 
ately broke  the  membranes,  that  the  re- 
fiftance  to  the  languid  contradion  of  the 
uterus  might  be  lefs,    and  fupplied  her 
with  veal  broths  made  moderately  ftrong, 
but  without  fait  or  fpices  :  Of  this  nourifh- 
ing  fluid,  given  cold,  flie  fwallowed  a  tea- 
cupful,  or   much  as  her  ftomach  would 
bear,  every  quarter  of  an  hour,  having  ta- 
ken nothing  of  the  like  kind  before.  The 
cold,  frefli  air,  was  alfo  freely  admitted  into 
lier  chamber,  which  feemed  to  give  her 
new  life;  for  flie  found  her  ftrength  and 
fpirits,  as  well  as  her  pains,  increafe  very 
faft ;  and  by  dilating  the  os  uteri,  they  at 
lafl:  became  fo  flrong,  as  to  effed  the  birth 
before  evening,    without  the  danger  of 
turning  the  child,  which,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  vaft  difcharge  of  blood,  was  born 
vigorous  and  Jirong  i  agreeable  to  what  I 
have  remarked  elfewhere.  A 
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A  curious  example  of  the  efficacy  and 
reficient  quality  of  nourifhing  fluids  in  fuf- 
taining  life  and  reftoring  ftrength,  even 
when  the  affimilating  powers  of  body 
were  not  fufficient  to  convert  them  into 
blood,  is  mentioned  by  Lower  in  his  book 
De  Corde,  viz.*  Adolefcenti fedecim  annos 
nato  am  magna  fangiihiis  copia  (^qua  de  caufa 
non  referi)  perbidduum  contiiiuo  ermnperetf 
neqiie  mcdicamcntis  aut  arte  ulla  cohiberi 
potuit ;  jufculis  cum  refcere  &  rccreare 
amici  &  ajl antes  curarunt ;  cutnque  ea  valde 
avide  expeteret  at  que  ajfumeret^fiiixus fubinde 
concitatior  quoque  fa^lus  ejly  &  tandem  res 
eo  devenit,  lit  majfa  fanguinis  fere  tota  emijfat 
quicquid jam  effueret,  dilutum  &  pallidum ^ 
fanguinis  neqiie  naturatn  neque  fpeciem  pre 
fe  ferrety  ipfi  jufculo  quod  toties  hauferal 
quam  fanguini  fimilius  :  Atque  eadem  forma 
per  diem  unum  aut  alterum  duravit  hic 
aqueus  fluxusy  conflante  interim  cordi  motu 
fuo,  donee  fluxa  de?num  co?fopito  juvenis 
paulatim  integr^e  faluti  reflitutes  efl,  & 
T  2  exinde 

*  De  Cordc,  Chap.  ii.  p.  63. 
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exinde  in  virum  robujium  &  (^uadratum 
accrevit^ 

To  know  whether  topical  applica- 
tions y  medicines,  or  manual  operation ^  will 
moft  effectually  relieve  the  patient  in  ute- 
rine haemorrhages  ;  their  various  caufcs 
fJjDuld  be  attentively  confidered,  with  the 
feveral  circumftances  of  the  cafe ;  alfo  her 
habit  of  body,  and  the  different  ffate  of  the 
uterus  before  and  after  delivery. 

In  thofe  fluxes  of  blood  which  happen 
during  labor,  or  at  the  full  expiration  of 
pregnancy,  it  will  be  proper  to  break  the 
membranes  j  for  the  uterus  will  contra(5t 
after  difcharge  of  the  waters,  and  the  flood- 
ing will  from  thence  be  deminifhed ;  par- 
ticularly as  the  bleeding  veffels  will  then 
be  brought  into  clofe  contadt  with  the  child,- 
as  it  were,  by  comprefs  and  bandage. 
But  as  this  method  only  procures  relief  to 
a  certain  degree,  if  the  fymptoms  become 
urgent  and  the  labor  does  not  quickly  ad- 
vance, the  patient  ought  to  be  delivered 
foon  as  poffible.  Wheq 
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When  the  child's  head  Ihuls  up  the 
OS  uteri,  the  patient  may  continue  lofing 
blood  profufely  into  the  cavity  of  the  womb, 
although  none  externally  appears ;  this  is 
to  be  feared  when  her  pulfe  finks,  attended 
with  great  faintnefs  and  fudden  lofs  of 
ftrength,  without  any  evident  caufe ;  and 
will   beft  be  known  by  preffing  up  the 

^head  in  the  abfence  of  labor-pains,  fo 
as  to  let  the  confined  blood  efcape.  Such 
csScs  are  extremely  dangerous  and  fal- 
lacious, where  the  operator  is  not  fuffi- 
ciently  upon  his  guard. 

Sometimes  the  placenta  has  been  found 
prefenting  loofe  at  the  os  uteri,  or  ad- 
hering to  that  part  J  in  both  cafes,  efpe- 
cially  the  firft,  a  flooding  will  happen, 
attended  with  great  danger;  arid  therefore 
will  require  fpeedy  delivery,  which  may 
be  effed:ed  either  by  the  long  double-curv'd 

JorcepSy  or  turning  the  child,  as  appears 
moft  eligible  from  different  circumflances  ; 
for  as  the  whole  placentary  mafs  is  feparated 
from  the  womb,  the  leajl  delay  would  prove. 

fatal  to  the  patient.  Thofe 
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Thofe  haemorrhages  which  happen  where 
the  child  has  long  been  dead  in  utero,  arc 
alfo  attended  with  imminent  danger  ;  be- 
caufe,  as  there  is  then  no  longer  any  circu-^ 
lation  in  the  placenta^  the  cafe  will  be 
nearly  the  fame  as  when  it  prefented  loofe, 
although  it  does  not  appear  fo  alarming. 

yanuary  the  2oth,  1765,  I  was  fent  for 
to  Mrs.  G — ,  a  gentlewoman  in  Piccadillyy 
who  was  feized  with  a  flux  of  blood  from 
the  uterus,  near  the  full  time  of  pregnancy  j 
as  it  was  not  profufe,  and  her  ftrength  and 
fpirits  were  good,  I  waited  for  fome  hours 
in  expectation  of  ftronger  pains,  but  as  the 
difcharge  feemed  to  go  off,  and  fhe  was  dif- 
pofed  to  lleep,  I  left  her  and  defired  to  be 
called  if  it  returned  with  violence,  or  when 
the  pains  became  ftrongcr.  When  I  vi- 
fited  the  next  day,  they  were  incon- 
fiderable,  and,  the  os  uteri  was  very  little 
dilated  j  but  though  Ihe  continued  to  lofe 
blood,  her  ftrength  feemed  little  im- 
paired j 


OF  UTERINE  HAEMORRHAGES.  287 

paired  ;  In  this  fituation  flie  remained  fe- 
veral  days,  during  which,  flie  took  a  de- 
codion  of  iark,  with  lin^.  rofor,  r.  and  a  " 
few  drops  of  tindi.  thebaic. 

At  laft  the  difcharge  became  intolerably 
putrid,  and  was  foon  followed  by  a  large 
fecretion  of  milk,  which  flowed  from  her 
breafts  by  the  flighteft  preffure  :  The  flood- 
ing now  began  to  increafe  very  much  j  flie 
grew  weak  and  faint,  and  certainly  would 
have  funk  under  the  difcharge,  had  Ihe  not 
been  fpeedily  delivered. 

The  child  had  been  dead  feveral  days 
before  the  fecretion  of  milk,  which  began 
as  foon  as  the  place7ita  was  feparated  from 
the  womb ;  for  then  the  haemorrhage  was 
obferved  to  increafe.    The  fame  circum- 
fliance  may  happen  when  the  fcetus  in  utero 
is  weak,  and  the  abforbing  power  of  the 
-placenta  from  thence  in  part  deftroyed ; 
agreeable  to  what  is  laid  down  by  Hippo- 
crates  in  liis  Aphor  j  viz.  Mulicri  in  utero 

^ercntii 
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gerenti,  fi  multwn  la&is  ex  mammis  fluxcrity 
infirmu7n  foetu7n  Jjgnijicat* 

In  ftrong  habits,  where  the  uterine  fibres 
are  tenfe,  the  flooding  generally  ftops,  and 
the  placenta  is  eafily  excluded  foon  after 
deliveiy  ;  but  on  the  contrary,  when  the 
patient  is  very  weak,  much  longer  time  is 
then  required  for  its  coming  away  ;  and  if 
it  fhould  be  unwarily  extraded  before  the 
uterus  has  had  fufficient  time  to  contradl, 
or  where  it  afterwards  continues  loofe  and 
inadive  j  a  mortal  haemorrhage  may  chance 
to  enfue.   Indeed  it  fometimes  happens  that 
the  lofs  of  blood  is  profufe,  even  after  de- 
livery, where  the  placenta  remains  ;  under 
which  circumflance  it  may  be  proper  im- 
mediately to  take  it  away  :  Here  the  adtioh 
of  the  uterus  is  fo  extremely  languid,  that 
it  has  not  power  either  to  expel  the  pla- 
centa, or  large  quantity  of  coagulated  blood 
colledted  in  its  cavity  :  A  fatal  inftance  of 

this 

L         f  SeQ;,  V.  Aphor,  52, 
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this  kind  occurred  to  me  in  the  year  1770, 

in  the  cafe  of  Mrs.  W   near  Weft- 

minfter-Bridge,  to  whom  I  was  called  about 
an  hour  and  a  half  after  flie  had  been  deli- 
vered by  her  midwife. 

The  internal  ufe  of  medicines,  as  far  as 
I  have  obferved,  ought  never  folely  to  be 
depended  upon  in  fuch  cafes ;  for  although 
they  may  afford  fome  relief  in  a  certain 
time;  the  patient  would  generally  bleed  to 
death  before  they  could  have  fufficient  ef- 
fe6t;  and  therefore,  immediate  recourfe 
muft  be  had  to  topical  applications,  fuch 
as  oxycratc  or  fiarp  vinegar,  in  which  thick 
linen  corapreffes  have  been  dipped,  and 
which  are  to  be  applied  cold  to  the  belly 
and  loins,  and  renewed  as  foon  as  they  grow 
warm,  otherwife  they  will  relax  rather  than 
conftringe. 

Gentle  prefflire  on  the  belly,  by  -  means 
of  a  broad  circular  roller,  will  alfo  prove 
ferviceable,  by  refilling  the  too  rapid  courfe 

of 
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of  the  blood  through  the  uterus,  and  diffid* 
ing  its  languid  contradlion. 

The  patient  Ihould  be  kept  very  coo/,  and 
if  neceffary,  expofed  to  cold  air,  even  in  the 
midji  of  winter  i  by  opening  doors  and  windows  y 
fo  as  to  let  it  be  equally  diffufed  round  her 
chamber  J  her  drinks  fliould  be  given  cold^ 
and  acidulated  with  lemon  juice  or  mineral 
acids ;  and  if  ever  the  ufe  of  Jlyptics  can 
prove  of  fervice,  perhaps  it  may  be  here, 
where  the  uterus,  although  empty,  has  not 
the  power  of  being  reftored  to  its  former 
flate.  I  have  found  a  ftrong  infujion  of 
bark  and  elixir  of  vitrioh  with  a  fmall  quan- 
tity of  tindture  of  cinnamon  to  make  it 
grateful,  more  efficacious  than  any  thing  I 
have  feen  tried. 

The  form  may  be  varied  at  difcretion, 
and  if  neceffary,  the  extract  may  be  added, 
viz. 

R. 

Infuf.  Peruv.  Cort.  l  i, 
Extra£l.  ejufd,  moll.  ^  i. 
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Thi£i.  Rofar.  rub.  '^fs, 

 Clnn.  3  ij. 

ConJeB,  Alkerm.  5  j.fiat  haujius  pro  re  nata  \ 
exhibendus. 

When  the  difcharge  is  attended  with 
much  pain  or  irritation  of  the  uterus j  five 
or  more  drops  of  thebaic  t injure  may  be 
joined  with  each  draught;  or,  what  will 
produce  its  effed  with  more  certainty,  a 
hberal  dofe  of  piL  e  Jfyrace,  or  extraSi. 
thebaic.  The  firft  may  be  given  from  two 
to  fix  grains  or  more,  and  the  laft  from 
half  a  grain,  to  a  grain  and  half,  which 
may  be  repeated  as  occafion  requires ;  efpe- 
cially,  where  the  habit  is  not  plethoric,  and 
when  the  fymptoms  are  extremely  urgent. 

If  all  thofe  methods  fail,  and  the  patient 
is  in  imminent  danger;  the  acjua  ahminofa 
batean.  or  a  weak  folution  of  colcothar  of 
vitriol  injeded  into  the  cavity  of  the  uterus 
as  a  ftyptic,  will  probably  reftrain  the  dif- 
charge, by  coming  into  immediate  contad 

with 
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with  the  orifices  of  the  bleeding  veflels ; 
but  thofe  remedies  are  only  applicable  after 
delivery,  when  it  is  empty  and  uncontract- 
cd. 

My  worthy  and  accompliflied  friend  Dr. 
Gordon,  a  native  of  Denmark,  and  formerly 
affiftant  to  the  ProfelFor  of  Midwifery  at 
Copenhagen^  who  attended  my  Ledures  a 
few  years  ago,  informed  me,  that  agreeable 
to  the  above  hints,  they  had  injeded  cold 
water  into  the  uterus,  in  feveral  cafes  of  pro- 
fufe  flooding,  with  the  mofl:  defirable  fuccefs, 
and  without  the  leaft  danger,  or  fubfequent 
bad  cfFedls.  Saxtorph  alfo  recommends 
oxycrate  to,  be  injedled  into  the  womb  in 
uterine  haemorrhages,  after  delivery,  and 
mentions  feveral  cafes  in  which  it  fucceed-. 
?d  after  every  other  method  had  failed,* 

Hoffman  tells  us,  he  fucceeded  in  flopping 
a  profufe  uterine  haemorrhage,  which  had 
withftood  every  other  method,  by  pafling 
up  pledgets  of  lint  dipped  in  a  follution  of 

colcothav 

*  Vide,  A^a  Societatis  Mcdicx  Haunicnjis, 
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colcothar  of  vitrioh  as  high  into  the  vagina 
as  poffiblcj  and  fince  the  patient  afterwards 
conceived  and  had  a  happy  dehvery,  he  ob- 
ferves  that  the  fundlions  of  the  uterus  were 
not  in  the  leafi:  injured  by  the  ftyptic  power 
of  this  apphcation. 

M.  Lerouxy  furgeon  to  the  General  Hof- 
pital  at  Dijon  in  France,  two  years  ago, 
publifhed  a  Treatife  profefTedly  on  Uterine 
Hemorrhages,  with  which  he  was  pleafed  to 
honor  me  as  a  Prefent  j  he  particularly  men- 
tions the  method  laid  down  by  Hoffman,  as 
well  as  thofe  which  I  have  recommended. 

Levret  hit  upon  a  very  odd,  but  ingenious ' 
expedient  in  flopping  a  violent  flooding 
after  delivery,  which  otherwife  would  foon 
have  proved  fatal :  He  introduced  a  piece 
of  ice  into  the  uterus,  which  being  flruck 
■with  fudden  chill,  immediately  contradled 
and  put  a  flop  to  the  ha3morrhage. 

The  mofl  extraordinary  inflance  of  a 
flux  of  blood  from  the  womb,  which  I 
have  ever  heard  of,  fell  under  the  obferva- 
tion  of  the  late  Dr.  Colc^  who,  fome  years 

ago 
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ago,  prad:ifed  midwifery  in  London  with 
great  reputation  :  On  opening  the  body, 
the  whole  furface  of  placenta  was  found 
adhering  to  the  uterus;  but  a  great  part  of 
the  falfe  chorion  invefting  the  menribranous 
bag  which  contains  the  child,  was  fcparated 
from  it  J  and  confequently,  an  infinite  num- 
ber of  thofe  veffels  with  which  it  is  fup- 
plied  from  the  uterus  being  torn  afunder, 
the  effufion  of  blood  was  fo  great  as  to 
become  mortal.  From  what  caufe  this 
accident  was  brought  on  I  have  not  been 
able  to  inform  myfelf.  Thofe  flight  dif- 
charges  which  fometimes  go  off,  and  al- 
low the  patient  to  proceed  her  full  period 
of  geftation,  have  been  imputed  to  lofs  of 
blood  from  the  falfe  chorion  of  the  bag 
only,  and  not  to  a  feparation  of  the  placen- 
ta itfelf;  and  indeed  notwithilanding  what 
has  already  been  faid,  I  am  ftill  inclined  to 
think  fo;  for  whenever  any  part  of  the 
laft  is  dif-united  from  the  uterus,  there  is 
the  greateft  reafon  to  fuppofe  it  will  never 

again 
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again  adhere,  although  Noortwyk^  in  his 
hiftory  of  the  gravid  uterus,  has  averted  the 
contrary.* 

Some  floodings  have  occured,  attends 
ed  with  very  uncommon  circumftances* 
The  celebrated  Albi?ius  mentions  a  cafe., 
where  only  the  central  part  of. the  pla- 
centa being  loofened,  a  large  quantity  of 
(Coagulated  blood  was  lodged  between  it  and 
the  womb,  as  it  were  in  a  bag,  confe- 
quently  not  a  drop  was  externally  difcharg^ 
ed,  fo  as  to  foretel  the  danger. 

Sometimes  blood  has  been  found  to  pro^ 
ceed  from  the  vagina ;  and  at  other  times 
from  a  rupture  of  veffels  on  the  concave 
furface  of  placenta,  or  even  in  the  funis 
itfelf,  which  muft  neceffarily  foon  provfc 
fatal  to  the  child,  but  will  not  proportion^, 
ably  endanger  the  mother.  The  preter- 
natural fhortnefs  of  the  funis,  or  k  being 
twifted  round  the  child's  neck,  have  alfo 
been  fuppofed  to  bring  on  flooding;  for  if 

it 

*  NoorLu^yk  dc  Uter.  Gravid,  p.  £i. 
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it  then  moves  powerfully,  the  placenta 
will  be  torn  from  the  uterus. 

Whatever  fubjeds  the  body  to  violent 
motion,  or  agitates  the  mind,  fhould  be 
carefully  avoided  ;  for  it  has  already  been 
iliewn  in  treating  of  Child-bed  Fever,  at 
page  84,  how  much  the  force  of  cir- 
culating blood  on  its  velTels  is  increafed  by 
mufculer  motion.  Coughing,  fneezing,  a 
tenefmus,  or  other  efforts  which  lay  flrefs 
on  the  womb,  all  tend,  in  degree,  todeftroy 
its  union  with  the  contained  parts];  ef- 
pecially,  immoderate  exercife  in  the  lafl 
months  of  pregnancy,  when  the  child  is 
large  and  ponderous. 

Violent  paffions  of  the  mind,  efpecially 
fudden  terror,  have  alfo  been  frequently 
known  to  produce  this  diforder;  a  very 
remarkable  inftance  of  which  is  related  by 
Salmuthi  as  follows* : 


♦  Sahn,  Obfer.  Med.  Cent.  x.  3.  xli. 


OF  UTERINE  HEMORRHAGES.  297 

Archiatri  Anhaltini  D.  S.  K.  conjunx puer- 
pera  laciat  infantem  fub  noBem.  Per  joDwn 
a  miilieribtis  quibefdam  ex  convivio  domum  ten- 
den  ti  bus fores  & feneJircE  nimis  impetuofe  pul- 
fantur.  llle  hinc  admodum  perterrita,  totoqy 
corpore  contremifce?ite,  repente  excitatur  pro- 
fluviummenfium,  inanmumintegrumperdurans, 
^  adeo  qiiidem  copiofum,  ut  per  Jlragulo  etiom 
deflueret,  atque  ex  eo  ipfa  tandem  morej-etur. 

Some  years  ago,  I  was  defired  to  vifit 
a  gentlevv'oman  near  Berkley-Square,  who 
was  feized  with  iflooding  from  over-ha% 
extradion  of  the  placenta,  ~  by  which  fhe 
was  reduced  to  the  laft  degree  of  weak- 
nefs:    I  defired  Hie  might  be  kept  ex- 
tremely quiet,  and  fiipplied  with  frequent 
nourifliment  :    I  alfo  direded  a  mixture 
with  tinclure  of  rofes  and  foft  extrad:  of 
barky  ^c.  of  which  flie  took  two  fpoon- 
ful  as  often  as  her  ftomach  could  bear :  In 
a  fhort  time  Ihe  7ound  herfelf  much  re- 
covered, but  towards  morning,  by  only  turn- 
ing herfelf  haftily  in  bed,  ,the  difcharge 
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immediately  retumed  in  great  profufioit^ 
I  was  again  called,  and  found  her  to  all 
appearance  at  the  point  of  death  :  but  by 
the  application  of  thick  compreffes  dipped 
in  cold  vinegar,  to  her  belly  and  loins, 
with  the  fame  methods  as  before,  flie  at 
laft  perfe6tly  recovered. 

Exceffive  anger,  or  fudden  fear  produce 
fpafm,  or  contraction  of  the  vafcular  fyf- 
tem,  by  which  blood  is  driven  from  the 
furface  to  the  centre  of  the  body  ;  as  is 
evident  from  palenefs  of  the  face,  which 
is  inftantly  followed  by  throbbing  and 
palpitation  at  heart ;  foon  after,  the  coun- 
tenance becomes  florid,  from  re-a(5lion  of 
the  hetirt,  which  throWs  out  blood  to 
the  furface  again.  Hence,  during  the 
fpafm,  the  venous  blood  is  violently  driven 
to  the  right  auricle,  and  the  velocity  of 
the  arterial  blood  difcharged  from  the 
left  ventricle  into  the  aorta  defcendens  will 
therefore  be  corifiderably  increafed,  and 
confequently,  that  circulating  through  the 

arteries 
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arteries  of  the  womb,  from  which  the 
placenta  may  be  forced,  away,  and  haemor- 
rhage enfiie. 

This  tumult  in  the  body  is  produced 
by  nervous  influence  which  affects  it  like  a 
flight  elediric  fhock ;  accordingly,  women 
of  delicate   conflitutions,  whofe  nervous 
fyftem  is  Extremely  irritable,  are,  of  all 
others,  the  mofl  fubjed:  to  thofe  com- 
plaints ;  I  have  likewife  obfervcd,  in  fuch 
habits  where  the  patient  was  not  pregnant, 
and  the  uterus ^  therefore,  not  fufceptible  of 
the  impreffion;  that  pain  in  the  bowels 
or  diarrhoea  have  often  been  brought  on, 
and  fometimes  a  dangerous  fever,*  patticu- 
larly  when  the  former  fymptoms  did  not 
occur. 

Bleeding  and  JlypticSy  with  the  libefi'al 
ufe  of  opium y  and  application  of  ligatures  to 
the  extremities  of  the  body,  are  the  reme- 
dies which  have  been  principally  depended 
upon,  for  the  cure  of  uterine  hcemorrhages ; 
and  therefore  it  will  be  neceiHtry  to  ex- 
amine their  efFecfls. 

U  2  By 
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By  attending  to  the  circulation,'  it  is 
evident,  that  bleeding  can  feldom  be  pro- 
per, except  in    the   beginning  of  thofe 
floodings  which  happen  before  dehveiy  ; 
or  when  they  arife  from   plethora;  an 
inflammatory  fever,  or  external  violence. 
Sometimes,  indeed,  if  the  patient  fhould 
be  threatened    with    this  malady,  after 
violent  fiirprize,  it  may  alfo  be  requifite ; 
but  as  in  general,  weakly,  hyfterical  wo- 
men, who  have  been  obferved  to  bear  the 
lofs  of  blood  with  inconvenience,  are  the 
oftenefi:  thus  affeded,  it  fliould  be  direded 
with  great  caution  j  efpecially,  as  opiates 
and  the  warm  bath  will    anfwer  much 
better,  by  diflblving  the  fpafm,  and  footh- 
ing  the  nerves  into  a  ftate  of  tranquillity. 

Befides,  it  has  been  proved  that  the  con- 
tradion  of  the  uterus  after  delivery,  upon 
which  the  abatement  of  this  difcharge 
chiefly  depends,  will  he  in  proportion  to 
the  bodily  flrength :  and  therefore,  an  ad- 
ditional lofs  of  blood  from  the  arm  at  that 


OF  UTERINE  HiEMORRHA.GES.  301 

period,  would  farther  erldanger  the  pa- 
tient, both  by  diminifhing  the  a6tion  of 
the  womb,  and  giving  fo  fiidden  a  check 
to  the  circulation,  as  might  occafion  dan- 
gerous faintings,  or  perhaps  a  mortal  fyn- 
cope. 

Styptic  medicines  have  been  fuppofed  to 
reftrain  internal  haemorrhages,  by  enter- 
ing the  blood,  and  conftringing  the  ori- 
fices of  the  bleeding  veffels  ;  and  therefore 
are  accounted  falutary,  and  efficacious  in 
fuch  complaints ;  but  with  what  founda- 
tion, I  appeal  to  common  experience. 

If  ftyptics  produce  their  effed:  by  con-^ 
tradiingthe  veflels,  they  muft  alfo  increafe 
their  adtion  on  the  contained  blood  ;  for 
it  will  be  nearly  the  fame  thing,  with  re- 
fped  to  the  velocity  of  the  blood  j  whether 
its  veffels  are  preternaturally  filled,  when 
their  diameters  remain  the  fame  before, 
or  whether  their  diameters  are  preter- 
naturally lefiened,  when  their  quantity 
pf  blood  is^precifely  the  fanie  ;  or  in  other 

words. 


302     NATURE  AND  TREATMENT 

when  the  feme  qitantity  of  blood  is  co7^tainei 
i?i  a  narrower fpace,  its  vejjels  will  from  thence 
become  fuller.  For  example  ;  if  a  certain 
quantity  of  any  fluid  is  forced  through  two 
flexible  tubes  of  different  diameters,  but  of 
the  fame  length,  and  in  the  fame  given 
time  J  its  velocity  in  the  fmalleft  tube  rauft 
necelfarily  be  greater  than  in  the  other  : 
Hence  it  becomes  manifeft,  that  if  ftyptic 
or  aftringent  medicines  adl  by  contradiing 
the  orifices  of  the  bleeding  veffels,  they 
muft  alfo  a(5t  univerfally  on  the  vafcular 
fyftem;  and  if  fo,  by  leffening  the  dia- 
meters of  the  feveral  veffels,  their  action 
on  the  contained  blood  will  be  increafed, 
which  muft  alfo  neceffarily  increafe  the 
flooding.  . 

If  it  fliould  be  alledged  that  they  operate 
by  coagulating  the  blood,  and  not  by  bra- 
cing its  veflels  ;  or  that,  like  opium,  they 
produce  their  effeds  by  mediation  of  the 
gaftric  nerves,  without  entering  the 
blood  at  all ;  it  is  to  be  remarked,  that 

what- 
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whatever  thickens  the  blood,  will,  mofl 
probably,  alfo  conftringe  its  veffels.  In 
ihort,  by  what  means  foever  they  afFed  the 
habit  j  it  is  plain  that  an  heemorrhage  can 
only  be  flopped  either  by  fuch  things  as 
contract  the  ruptured  veffels,  or  diminifh 
the  force  of  the  fluid  pafling  through  them. 
The  firft  of  thefe  ejffed:s  has  already  been 
confideredj  and  the  lafl:  muft  be  denied, 
fince  what  occafions  thirjl  a?id  fever^  as 
ftyptics  do,  cannot  properly  be  faid  to  lef-^ 
fen  the  circulating  power,  but  increafe  it. 

No  wonder  then  that  Hoffman  affeits, 
he  has  often  feen  Uterine  Haemorrhages  in- 
creafed  by  ftyptics,  but  alfo  obftinate  com- 
plaints of  the  chronic  kind,  fuch  as  ca- 
chexy, dropfy,  or  hediic  fever,  brought  on 
by  their  prepofterous  ufe.  Agreeable  to  what 
is  advanced  by  that  excellent  pradtical 
phyfician,  I  have  feldom  ever  known  the 
pulv.Jiyp.  tindl,  faturn  in.  or  other  powerful 
aftringents,  given  in  fuch  cafes,  without  an 
increafe  of  the  haemorrhage,  or  fome  other 

bad 
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bad  effedt :  That  they  will  general])'-  render 
the  body  coftivc,  and  often  create  great 
thirft,  head-ach,  and  other  febrile  fymp- 
toms,  is  certain;  but  the  chronic  com- 
plaints, with  which  they  are  charged,  were 
rhore  probably  owing  to  the  profufe  lofs  of 
blood  happening  at  the  time  they  were  ad- 
miniftered,  than  to  the  fubfequent  inju- 
rious qualities  of  thofe  medicines  :  How- 
ever, the  following  inftance,  as  well  as  fe- 
veral  others,  which  it  would  here  be  unne- 
ceffary  to  mention,  will  fhew  that  they  are 
not  void  of  danger,  and  therefore,  ought 
to  be  direcfled  with  the  utmoft  caution. 

In  the  year  1 770,  a  lady  in  Sianope-Streety 
May-Fairy  of  a  very  delicate,  valetudinary 
habit,  had  been  long  fubjeift  to  the  fin  or 
albusy  as  well  as  an  immoderate  flux  of 
menfes  at  undue  periods,  which  had  very 
much  reduced  her  ftrength  :  By  the  advice 
of  an  eminent  phyfician,  flie  took  facch. 
Joturn,  in  a  bolus,  twice  a-day,  and  continued 
it  upwards  of  a  week ;  but  did  not  find 

it 
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it  either  reftrained  the  difcharge,  or  had  any- 
good  effect  refpecting  her  bodily  ftrength  j 
on  the  contrary,  it  at  laft  brought  on  an  ob-' 
ftinate  conftipation  of  the  bowels,  attended 
with  fuch  racking,  colic  pains,  and  oppref- 
fion  at  flomach,  as  obliged  .her  to  keep  her 
body  almoft  double.    Being  defired  to  vifit 
her,  I  directed  draughts  with  ?nanna  and  ol. 
cimygd.  with  emoUie?it  clyjiersy  and  the  warm 
bath ;  fhe  alfo  drank  warm  veal  broth  by 
intervals.    After  two  or  three  lax  motions, 
fhe  was  much  eafier;  but  as  the  forenefs  of 
her  bowels  continued,  fhe  took  an  emulfion 
with  /perm,  ceti,  for  a  few  days,  which  re- 
moved it;  ai^d  afterwards,  by  the  ufe  of 
a  ftrong  decodion  of  6ark,  with  an  injeElion 
and  the  chalybeate  waters,  fhe  was  entirely- 
freed  from  fluor  albus  and  all  her  other 
complaints. 

Internal  hjemorrhages  will  often  at  lafl 
fpontaneoufly  ceafe,  without  the  afTiflance 
of  any  medicines  whatever,  efpecially  when 
prof  ufe  j  for  as  the  power  of  the  heart  011 

the 
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the  circulating  blood  will  then  be  greatly 
diminilhed,  its  momentum  on  the  bleeding 
veflels  will  be  confiderably  lefs  j  and  it  has 
already  been  remarked,  that  they  will  na- 
turally contrad:  when  freed  from  their  dif-, 
tending  power.  Hence  there  is  reafon  to 
think  that  the  ceffation  of  this  difcharge, 
after  the  exhibition  of  flyptics,  is  not  owing 
to  fuch  medicines,  but  to  a  diminution  of  the 
circulating  force  from  mere  lofs  of  ftrength. 

Inftead  therefore  of  bracing  the  folids,  it 
would  be  more  proper  to  recur  to  the  ufe  of 
things  which  have  a  power  to  relax,  and  as 
it  were,  fufpend  their  ad;ion ;  Such  me- 
dicines are  called  fedatives^  and  are  fuppofed 
not  only  to  leffen  the  circulating  force, 
but  produce  a  more  equal  diftribution  of 
blood,  and  occafion  derivation  of  a  larger 
quantity  from  the  interior  vefTels  to  the 
bodily  fur  face.  Hence  the  uterine  arte;-; 
ries  will  be  relieved  from  their  diftenfion, 
and  the  flux  of  blood  proceeding  from 
thence  will  confequently  be  lefs.   To  this 

end. 
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end,  the  fourth  part  of  a  grain  of  emetic 
tartar  may  be  given,  and  repeated  by  due 
intervals,  fo  as  only  to  excite  naufea,  with- 
out vomiting  j  2\.{ofaline  draughts,  with  ni- 
tre-, or  the  fell  fedativ.  of  Uombergh,  from 
five  grains  to  a  fcruple.  In  what  manner 
fuch  medicines  operate,  is  difficult  tQ  de- 
termine ;  but  that  they  often  have  a  faluta- 
ry  effed,  is  evident  from  experience. 

How  fiir  the  effed  oi  opiates  may  be  de- 
pended upon,  or  under  what  circumftances 
they  are  pernicious  in  flooding  cafes,  it  will 
next  be  neceffary  to  enquire.  From  fome 
experiments  made  by  Dr-  Alfion  on  frogs,  it 
appears,  that  opium  taken  internally,  will  for 
a  time,  retard  the  blood's  motion,  by  dimi- 
nifhing  the  vital  power  of  the  heart ;  and 
this  circumftance,  fo  far  as  it  regards  thofe 
fmall  aquatic  animals,  is  ftill  further  con- 
firmed by  that  incomparable  Phyfiologifl 
the  late  Dr.  Whytt :  Such  experiments 
are  pleafmg  and  curious,  but  the  infe- 
rences arifing  from  them,  when  applied  to 
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the  human  body,  are  not  fo  conclufive  and 
fatisfadtory,  as  they  at  firft  appear;  for 
many  fabftances  which  produce  a  mortal  ef- 
fect on  one  fpecies  of  animals,  are  not  found 
injurious  to  another;  and  the  fame  animal 
is  very  differently  afi'ecfted  by  the  fame  thing 
at  different  times.  Would  it  not. therefore, 
be  a  more  certain  way  to  determine  the  ef- 
fedls  of  opium  on  human  bodies,  by  attend- 
ing particularly  to  its  operation,  on  fuch 
bodies  only  ? 

In  feveral  cafes,  where  it  was  neceffary  to 
diredl  opiates  for  women,  at  the  beginning 
of  labor,  to  remove  their  unprofitable  pains 
and  procure  fleep,  I  have  been  furprifed  to 
find  they  had  a  very  contrary  effed:,  and 
thgit  from  thence  the  pains  were  evidently 
much  increafed. 

Dr.  Toungy  who  wrote  profefTedlyonc^/'z/;/;, 
is  the  only  author  I  know,  that  takes  notice 
of  the  fame  thing.  His  obfervations  are 
founded  on  long  and  extenfive  experience, 
which  he  confefTes  often  contradided  the 

opinions 


OF  UTERINE  HEMORRHAGES.  309 

opinions  he  had  adopted  from  theory  j  con- 
fequently  he  frequently  changed  his  me- 
thods of  practice ;  and  it  is  much  to  be 
wiflied  that  an  example  fo  laudable,  was 
more  univerfally  followed.  Indeed,  the 
greateft  part  of  his  book  appears  tp  be  a  true 
hiftory*of  the  efFeds  of  this  extraordinary 
medicine,  and  as  he  rather  relates  what  he 
faw,  than  what  he  expeded  to  fee,  his  au- 
thority is  more  to  be  regarded. 

Baron  Hallery    in  his   differtation  on 
the  irritable  parts  of  animals,   obferves ; 
that  although  opium   deftroys   the  peri- 
flaltic  motion  ctf  the  inteftines,  and  ir- 
ritability of  the  body  in  general,  it  leaves 
the  heart  unimpaired.    What  I  have  feen 
of  its  effeds  on  the  human  body,  exactly 
correfponds  with  this  remark ;  for  though 
it  may  fufpend  fome  of  the  fecretions,  it 
rather,  at  firft,  quickens  the  blood^s  inotiony 
than  retards  it.    For  inftance,  a  moderete 
dofe    will    ftrengthen    and    inlarge  the 
pulfe;  the  eyes  fparkle,  the  countenance 

becomes 
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becomes  florid,  and  a  heat  and  itching  of 
the  fliin  fucceeds ;  but  what  appears  mofl 
extraordinary,  thofe  pains  which  have 
fometimes  been  increafed  by  it,  in  a  fmall 
quantity,  were  fpeedily  removed  by  giv- 
ing a  more  hberal  dofe.  In  fliort,  I  have 
clearly  feen  internal  haemorrhages  rather 
increafed  than  leffened  by  its  ufe;  and 
therefore  think  it  ought  not  to  be  given,  ex- 
cept in  cafes  of  neceffity,  where  there  is 
pain  and  irritation;  as  its  firft  effedts  are 
evidently  fimilar  to  thofe  of  volatile  medi- 
cines, or  ftrong  cordials." 

In  the  beginning  of  fioodings  w^hich 
arife  from  plethora,  fever,  or  external 
violence,  efpecially  where  the  pulfe  is 
hard,  and  the  fkin  dry ;  both  opiates  and 
ftyptics  are  highly  pernicious.  Bleeding, 
laxatives,  and  /pare  diet,  with  cooling  regi* 
men,  are  befl:  adapted  to  anfwer  the  inten- 
tion of  cure.  The  honeft  and  judicious 
Hoff?nan,  therefore  with  great  reafon,  diredts 
the  liberal  ufe  of  fpring  'water  with  fpirits 
of  vitriol  ^li&fyn/p  of  red  poppies,  as  a  medi- 
cine 
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cine  more  falutary  than  the  moft  boafted 
fpecifics  :  On  the  contrary,  in-  the  decline 
of  thofe  difcharges,  where  xhtpulfeisweaky 
and  the  circulation  languidy  from  lofs  of 
blood,  it  will.be  proper  to  keep  the  patient 
in  a  horizontal  pofition,  left  flie  fhould  faint.. , 
A  Jirong  infufion  of  barky  and  even  cordial 
medicines  may  alfo  be  adminiftered,  efpe- 
cially  after  delivery,  where  there  is  always 
lefs  danger  of  the  flooding's  return;  the 
refiftance  to  the  womb*s  contraction  being 
then  taken  away.  Nourifliment  fhould 
be  given  often,  and  in  fmall  quantities, 
that  the  empty  veffels  may  be  replenifhed 
by  degrees;  otherwife,  as  the  ftomach  is 
weak,  and  affimilating  powers  of  the  body 
much  impaired,  the  patient  will  be  apt  to 
fall  into  dropfy,  confumption,  or  heSlic feyer. 

The  ancients  applied  ligatwes  to  the  in- 
ferior extremities,  for  the  relief  of  uterine 
haemorrhages  J  from  which  it  may  be  con- 
cluded, they  knew  more  of  the  circulation 

than 
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tlian  has  been  imagined ;  for  it  is  plain  they 
had  recouiTc  to  this  method,  with  a  view  to 
retard  the  venous  blood  in  its  return  to  the 
heart,  and  confequently  to  abate  the  circu- 
lating force.  But  this  prad:ice  does  not 
feem  juft,  neither  is  it  found  experimen- 
tally ufeful ;  but  on  the  contrary  dangerous 
and  irrational. 

Let  us  fuppofe,  for  inftance,  that  a  co- 
lumn of  blood  is  driven  down  the  aorta  def- 
cendens,  by  the  adion  of  the  heart,  and  that 
it  is  diftributed  to  the  lower  extremities,  by 
thedivifion  and  fubdivifions  oi^Sx^iliac arte- 
ries, from  which  the  utem  at  laft  receives  its 
blood.  The  extreme  branches  of  all  thefe 
arteries  have  correfponding  veins,  which 
take  up  their  blood  by  a?jaJio?nofis,  and  after 
uniting  and  re-uniting,  they  form  \htvena 
cava  inferior,  or  one  large  trunk,  which 
returns  blood  from  the  inferior  parts  of  the 
body,  to  the  right  auricle  of  the  heart ;  if 
therefore,  from  any  compreffion  of  thofe 
veins,  the  reflux  of  their  blood  is  prevented, 

they 
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they  cannot  then  freely  receive  it  from  the 
arteries ;  confequently,  the  hypogajlrics  and 
fpcrmatics  which  fupply  the  uterus  with 
blood  will  become  over-charged  and  dif- 
tended,  and  the  patient  will  flood  more 
abundantly;  as  the  following  ingenious 
experiment  will  clearly  demonftrate. 

Dr.  Hamilton  of  Edi?2burzh,  beinff  called 
to  a  young  woman  who  had  labored  under 
obftnidtcd  menfes  for  near  feven  months, 
from  taking  cold;  and  finding  that  va-- 
rious  remedies  had  been  tried  in  vain,  di- 
reded  comprefles  to  be  applied  tight  upon 
the  cruj'al  arteries,  by  means  of  a  tourni- 
quet, which  after  remaining  about  twenty 
minutes,  rendered  the  pulfc  quicker;  in 
half  an  hour,  fhe  began  to  perceive  a  fenfe 
of  weight  and  fullnefs  in  the  region  of  the 
uterus,  and  in  an  hour  and  a  half  after  the 
firft  application  of  the  hgatures,  the  menfes 
began  to  flow. 

If  it  fhould  be  alledged,  that  the  efFecft 
here  produced,  was  owing  to  compreflion  of 

X  the 
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the  a-rterfesy  and  not  the  veins;  it  may  be  re- 
plied, that  the  mean*s  made  ufe  of  to  com- 
prefs  the  firft,  mull  neceflarily  have  the 
fame  effect  on  the  other.  But  fetting  this 
reafoning  afide  ;  if  limple  preflure  on  the 
crural  arteries  has  been  known  to  bring  on 
menfes,  after  long  obftrucftion,  by  impeding 
the  dired  caufe  of  their  blood,  and  throwing 
a  large  quantity  on  the  uterine  vejfels  fo 
would  the  fame  degree  of  prelTure  when  ap- 
plied to  the  veins  themfelves ;  which  may 
be  looked  upon  as  fo  many  refledted  arteries, 
void  of  pulfation,  becaufe  of  their  diftance 
from  the  heart,  which  cannot  extend  its 
influence  beyond  the  anqftomofes  to  thefe 
two  orders  of  veflels. 

Having  laid  before  the  Reader  fuch  ge- 
neral remedies  as  have  been  thought  moft 
conducive  to  the  relief  of  that  dangerous 
malady  under  confideration ;  and  point- 
ed out  the  pernicious  tendency  of  heat- 
ing regimen,  or  the  exhibition  of  cor- 
dial medicines;    I  (hall  now  endeavour 

to 
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to  fiiew  the  good  efFe6ls  of  a  contrary  method^ 
both  as  fupported  by  reafon,  and  experi- 
ence; at  the  fame  time  confeffing,  that  the 
perufal  of  Dr.  Steve?ifon's,  ingenious  Eflay 
on  the  effe(fts  of  heat  and  cold  on  human 
bodies,*  and  afterwards,  what  I  had  read 
in  the  Commentaries  of  the  celebrated 
Baron  Van  Swiete?i,  in  fome  meafure,  fug- 
gefted  to  me  the  propriety  and  expediency 
of  fuch  practice.  The  firft  of  thofe  au- 
thors has  very  fenfibly  refuted  •  the  abfurd 
dodlrine  of  derivation  and  revuljion ;  and 
fliews  that  pe diluvium y  or  application  of 
warfn  water  to  the  feet,  the  efFedt  of 
which  was  fuppofed  to  depend  upon  thofe 
principles,  is  owing  to  a  caufe  diredrly 
contrary  to  that  hitherto  affigned  j  as  the 
following  experiment  will  clearly  evince. 

Dr.  Steven/on  caufed  two  youths  to  put 
their  legs  in  warm  water,  and  whilft  they 
continued  there,  he  counted  their  pulfes  by 
a  watch  meafuring  feconds,  according  to 
X  2  the 

Medical  Effays,  vol,  vi.  p.  8. 
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the  different  degrees  of  heat  in  the  water, 
which  was  gradually  increafed  and  applied 
from  time  to  time :   at  eight  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  the  pulfe  of  the  firft  beat  fixty- 
fix,  and  that  of  the  fecond  eighty-four.  As 
the  heat  was  increafed,    they  began  to 
breathe  quicker,  their  countenance  became 
florid,  the  veins  of  the  face  and  hands  were 
much  diftended,  and  the  pulfe  increafed  in 
proportion;  in  the  firfl,  it  beat  eighty, 
and  in  the  fecond,  ninety  eight  flrokes  in 
a  minute.    In  the  above  experiment,  both 
their  pulfes,  which  in  the  beginning,  were 
foft  and  fmall,    became  full  and  hard; 
and  not  only  the  parts  immerfed  in  water, 
but  the  whole  body  was  fwelled  :  The 
pulfes  of  the  wrifls  and  temples  alfo  beat 
fuller  and  quicker,  as  well  as  thofe  arteries 
derived  from  the  aorta  dcfcendens and 
confequently,  there  could  be  no  revulfton. 
The  legs  being  then   removed   out  of 
warm  water ;  in  about  half  an  hour's  time, 
all  the  above  fymptoms  of  fulnefs  went 

off, 
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off,  and  the  pulfe  in  each  gradually  re- 
turned to  its  former  ftate. 

From  thefe  premifes,  the  Dodlor,  with 
reafon  concludes,  that  the  blood  pafTing 
through  the  veffel  of  the  legs,  being  heated 
by  the  pediluvium,  imparts  its  additional 
warmth  to  the  general  mafs ;  which  being 
rarefied,  takes  up  larger  fpace  in  the  veffels, 
and  circulates  with  more  rapidity  than  be- 
fore ;  and  thus  every  part  of  the  body  is  af- 
feded  with  a  fenfe  of  fuUnefs.  Hence, 
he  infers  the  great  danger  of  this  applica- 
tion in  haemorrhages  from  the  nofe  or  lungs, 
or  in  diforders  of  the  -  head  or  breaft, 
arifmg  from  plenitude ;  cafes  where  it  ,was 
often  formerly  applied,  and  muft  as  often 
have  been  pernicious  to  the  patient. 
What  is  ancient  or  modern,  is  not  there- 
fore right  or  wrong;  though  this  is  not 
the  only  .inftance  where  things,  however 
prepofterous  and  abfurd,  have  derived  fuch 
fandion  from  antiquity,  as  to  render  them 
the  flandard  of  future  practice. 

Van 
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Van  Swieten,  in  treating  the  difeafes  of 
virgins,  exprelTes  himfclf  in  the  following 
manner: 

Cum  aut em  pedes  ^  crura  ab  iliacis  arteriis 
externis  fua  vafa  accipiant,  uterus  ab  hypo-, 
ga/iricis  non  tandem^  fed  ab  iliacis  externis 
^etiam  ^  variis  inter  Je  anajiomojibus  commu- 
nicent  [uti  //^.tabulis  Euftachianis  (1)  videri 
poteji)  facile  patet J  quarey  per  balnea  laxatis 
pedum  va/isy  (sf  dein  per  friEiiones  accelerato 
motu  in  iifdemy  major  copia  fanguinis  derivctur 
verfus  aortumy  ubi  in  iliac  as  dividitury  adeo- 
(jue  magis  tunc  urgeantur  uter  vafa  j  jic^ 
que  fperari pojjity  illorum  extrema  ita  dilatari 
poffcy  et  menfiruum  fuorem  dimittant.. 

Simul  notandum  efiy  pra£iicis  obfervafis 
conjlare,  calorem  pedum  prodeffe  menflruanti^ 
bus;  frigus  aut  em  nocere;  imo  quandoque 
f ubi  to  ?nenftrua  fupprimiyf  admodum  frigef- 
cant  pedes  i  quod faepius  obfervavi  i  praeci- 
pue  ft  pavimento  marmoreo  frigido  pedibus  in- 
ffiant  diu.  Solent  enim  ab  hac  caufa  foloy  con- 
trails 

(1)  Tah.  xlii. 
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tradiis  /pafmodice  intejlinis,  dolorcs  colici 
oriri  molejajjimi ,  in  quibus  magnum  levamen 
fentitur,  Ji  pedes  incaluerint,  imprimis  per 
friBioneSi  Omnia  enim  abdominis  vifcera 
male  afficiuntur,  dum  pedes  intenfe  frigeiit  i 
adcoque  mirum  non  eji,  ^  uteri  vafafiri?igi, 
ficque  fupprimiy  fiuorem  menjiruum. 

The  experiment  mentioned  by  the  firR 
author,  is  a  clear  and  fatisfadory  illuftration 
of  the  eflFe<a  of  heat  on  the  human  body  ; 
and  the  pradical  obfervatio»s  of  the  latter, 
.as  appears  by  the  above  quotation,  as  fufii^ 
ciently  demonftrate  the  adlion  of  coldy  in 
conftringing  the  veffels  of  the  uterus,  and 
fuppreffing  the  menfes,  even  when  applied 
to  the  feet  only ;  from  whence  I  would 
propofe  the  following  queftion  j  viz.  If  the 
topical  application  of  cold  to  the  feet,  has  been 
found  to  put  an  immediate  flop  to  an  habitual 
difcharge  of  blood  from  the  uterus,  in  oppo- 
fition  to  the  powerful  efforts  of  nature  ;  is 
there  not  the  greateft  reafon  to  believe,  that 
the  fame  application  would  prove  fingularly 

efficacious. 
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efficacious,  either  in  retraining,  or  totally 
taking  away  that  haemorrhage  from  the 
womb,  which  is  preternatural  ? 

Beat  not  only  relaxes  the  folids  and 
dilTolves  the  fluids,  as  may  be  feen  by  its 
efFe<5ts  on  thofe  anim.al  fubftances,  called 
jellies  and  glue,  but  alfo  rarefies  the  air 
contained  in  the  body,  by  which  the  whole 
mafs  will  be  expanded,  and  by  taking  up 
more  fpace  in  the  velTels.  their  diameters 
will  be  enlarged,  which  will  lay  additional 
ftrefs  upon  the  folid  fyflem  j  fo  that  the 
efredts  of  rarefad:ion  and  plethora,  pro  tem- 
pore, will  be  precifely  the  fame.  Cold,  on 
the  contrary,  condenfes  air,  and  confirms  the 
blood's  texture,  for  even  the  hardeft  metals, 
as  appears  by  the  pyrometer^  are  contracted, 
or  expanded  according  to  the  degrees  of  heat 
or  cold  applied. 

From  thefe  circumflances,  but  chiefly 
from  repeated  experience^  I  would  infer 
that  the  application  of  inte?jfe  cold  to  the  body, 
is  more  to  be  depended  upon,  and  will  pro- 
duce 
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duce  more  falutary  elFedis  m  uteri/ie  Jjcemor- 
rhages,  than  any  thing  elfe  which  can  be 
devifed;  although  I  forefee  an  objedion, 
which  I  could  wLlli  to  obviate  before  I 
proceed  farther.  As  cold  affeits  the  body 
by  contradting  the  folids,  and  repelling 
blood  to  the  interior  parts ;  it  may  be  faid 
that  its  adion  will  be  equally  pernicious 
with  that  of fiyptics  :  The  fad:  feems  to  be 
•this;  when  the  body  is  heated,  the  circu« 
lating  power  is  increafed,  and  jthe  blood  is 
rarefied  and  rendered  more  fluid,  but  its 
veffels  being  dilated,  if  they  at  laft  give 
way,  will  then  difcharge  their  contents  more 
freely  j  but  when  it  is  fuddenly  chilled, 
although  the  application  of  cold  may  con- 
trad  and  leiTcn  the  capacity  of  its  velTels; 
it  condenfes  the  blood  at  the  fame  time,  fo 
that  in  effed,  they  will  not  become  fuller 
than  before;  befides,  as  I  have  always  ob^ 
ferved,  that  the  flux  of  blood  abated  in  pro- 
portion to  the  degree  of  cold  ;  experience, 
which  ought  to  fuperfede  all  theory,  ihews 

that 
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that  the  efFedt  of  cold  in  condenfing  the 
fluids,  is  more  than  equal  to  its  power  in 
contracting  the  folds ;  or  at  leaft,  that  the 
danger  already  hinted  is  not  to  be  feared. 

Floodings  which  are  attended  with 
frequent  and  long  continued  fainting  JitSy 
often  prove  mortal  j  yet  I  have  obferved  in 
fome  of  thofe  where  the  pulfe  was  weak 
and  intermitting,  and  who  were  apparently 
finking  very  faft ;  that  by  frequently  ad* 
mitting  frefh,  cold  air,  they  recovered,  as 
if  infpired  with  new  life.  This  does  not 
feem  difficult  to  account  for,  as  the  heart 
has  not  power  to  propel  its  blood  through 
the  pulmonary  arteries,  till  the  lungs  are 
fufficiently  blown  up  with  cold  air ;  which, 
on  account  of  its  greater  gravity,  is  much 
fitter  for  the  purpofes  of  refpiration,  than 
the  inelaftic,  confined  atmofphere  of  a  warm 
bed  chamber. 

In  Augiifi,  1773,  I  received  a  letter  from 
a  gentleman  at  Kirby-Londfdaie,  in  Wefl- 
moreland,  of  which  the  following  is  an  ab- 

flraa. 
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ilradt.  '*  I  had  lately  an  opportunity  of 
feeing  the  good  effects  oi  cold  in  a  flooding 
after  delivery  ;  the  particidars  of  which  are 
9.S  follows.  About  a  month  ago,  I  was 
called  to  a  woman  in  labour  with  her  fifth 
.child,  at  a  village  a  few  miles  from  this 
town:  The  labor  was  natural,  and  in  a 
fhort  time  the  placenta  came  away  with 
cafe.  About  half  an  hour  after,  I  took  a 
walk  in  the  fields,  but  was  called  in  great 
hafte,  and  at  my  jeturn  found  her  faintiag 
and  flooding  very  profufely.  On  enquiry, 
I  was  informed  the  women  had  given  her  a 
large  quantity  of  fpirits,  to  which  I  imputed 
the  difcharge,  I  threw  open  the  door  and 
windows  of  the  room,  for  the  free  admifljlon 
of  air,  and  gave  her  cold  water  plentifully  to 
drink ;  by  means  of  which  the  flooding 
almofl  immediately  abated  without  any 
feturn." 

*♦  A  gentleman  who  pradices  midwifery 
jn  London  communicated  to  me  the  follow- 
ing remarkable  cafe ; 

November 


324    NATURE  AND  TREATMENT 

**  Nove7nbcr  the  i  ith,  1773,  a  patient  of 
mine  was  feized  with  a  profufe  flooding  and 
fainting,  about  half  an  hour  after  deUveiy  : 
To  the  beft  of  my  knowledge,  fhelofl:  about 
three  pints  of  blood.  I  immediately  let  in  cold 
frefh  air  upon  her,  by  ppening  the  doors  and 
windows  j  a?7d  gaiie  her  two  glajfes  of  cold 
water  to  drink;  having  no  vinegar  at  hand, 
I  applied  thick  cloths,  dipped  in  cold  water, 
round  her  loins,  over  the  lower  part  of  the 
abdomen,  and  to  the  vagina  :  The  good 
effedt  was  evident,  for  the  flooding  very 
foon  ceafed ;  in  about  twenty  minutes  the 
patient  became  fenfible,  and  in  a  voice  fcarce- 
ly  to  be  underftood,  defired  (he  might  be  co- 
vered with  cloaths,  for  fhe  was  dying;  as  Ihe 
feemed  to  be  very  cold,  and  was  in  a  kind  of 
fliivering-fit,  I  complied  with  her  requeft, 
but  foon  found  my  error  in  fo  doing;  for 
when  flie  became  warm,  the  flooding  re- 
turned, which  obliged  me  to  have  recourfe 
to  my  former  method,  and  to  apply  cloths 
wetted  with  vinegar,  which  by  this  time 

was 
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was  procured;  in  confequence  of  which,  the 
difcharge  of  blood  again  abated  in  a  very 
fliort  time,  and  my  patient  happily  recovered 
without  any  relapfe." 

Every  one  who  breathes  with  difEculty> 
can  tell  from  his  own  experience,  what  vaft 
relief  he  finds  in  going  from  a  hot  room, 
where  the  air  is  too  much  rarefied,  into  one 
much  cooler,  where  it  is  more  elaftic  and 
pure.   The  frequency  of  a  natural  pulfe  to 
the  ad  of  refpiration,  is  in  general  as  three 
to  one  ;  and  the  laft  is  found  to  have  a  very 
fenfible  effed  on  the  firfi,  both  as  to  its 
firength  and  quicknefs.  Befides,  as  a  confi- 
derable  part  of  the  whole  mafs  of  blood 
is  continually  paffing  through  the  lungs; 
fuccefilve  draughts  of  that  cold  fluid,  con- 
ftantly  applied  to  their  interior  furface,  will 
contribute  greatly  to  cool  and  condenfe  it ; 
as  nothing  but  the  memhranous  expanfion 
of  air  velTcls  is   interpofedj   and  as  air 
in  the  blood,  will,  by  alternate  changes 

always 
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always  remain  in  equilibrio  with  that  of  the 
common  atmofphere. 

From  fuch  a  rarefraclion  of  air>  the  vef- 
fels  of  animals  placed  in  the  exhaiifted  re- 
ceiver of  an  air-pump,  will  fwell  and  even 
burft;  and  upon  the  fame  principle,  pe- 
riodical pains,  and  fluxes  of  blood  fome- 
times  happen  at  full  and  new  moon,  when 
the  atmofpherical  preffure  on  the  furface  of 
the  body  is  greatly  diminifhed.  Thofe  of 
delicate  habits,  like  fo  many  living  baro-^ 
metersy  feel  the  influence  of  the  fame  caufe, 
and  become  weather -wife  on  the  ap- 
proach of  high  winds  or  fudden  falls  of 
rain. 

According  to  Arbuthnot,  the  internal  fur- 
face  of  the  lungs  is  greater  in  its  extent, 
than  all  that  part  of  the  fkin  expofed  to  air; 
and  therefore,  the  large  quantity  of  this 
fluid  received  by  infpiration,  added  to  that 
externally  applied  to  the  body,  will  have 
very  great  effedt  in  co?ide?Tfifjg  the  mafs  of 
bloody  and  reducing  it  into  a  fmaller  fpacey 

fo 
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So  as  to  lelFen  the  diftenfion  of  its  veflels ; 
and  confequently,  will  not  only  tend  to 
fecure  the  patient  from  danger  of  a  fyncope, 
but  will  alfo  ^6ate  the  flooding. 

Next  to  the  free  and  unlimited  ufe  of 
cold  air,  with  the  application  of  compreffes 
dipped  in  cold  vinegar,  to  the  belly  and 
loins ;  I  have  often,  according  to  the  prac- 
tice of  Hoffmariy  diredled  large  and  repeated 
draughts  of  fpring  water,  with  remarkable 
good  fuccefs ;  for,  out  of  upwards  of  flix 
thoufand  women  delivered  in  the  Wejiminfler 
Lying-In-Hofpital,  feveral  of  whom  were 
feized  with  floodings,  both  before  and  af- 
ter delivery,  only  two  or  three  of  them  failed 
under  this  treatment ;  as  far  as  it  was  pru- 
dent to  trufl:  to  it,  or  any  other  means, 
independent  oj  delivery  itfelf. 

When  the  patient  is  very  weak  and  much 
exhaufted,  beef- water  or  weak,  veal  broth 
taken  cold,  will  be  more  proper  than  water i 
and  where  the  lafl  is  direded,  it  will  be  n©- 
celTary  to  tindure  it  with  fyrup  of  red 

poppies  y 
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poppies,  or  foniething  of  the  like  kind,  to 
give  it  a  mediciricll  appearance,  which  will 
render  it  more  acceptable  :  But,  if  notwith- 
ftanding,  the  flooding  becomes  fo  profufe 
as  fuddenly  to  endanger  life;  her  feet  and 
legs  Jhould  be  plunged  into  cold  water,  and 
may  remain  there  as  long  as  they  are  fen- 
fibly  aflFeded  by  the  cold;  after  which, 
they  fhould  be  taken  out  for  a  few  mi- 
nutes, and  then  immerfed  again.  Clyf- 
ters  of  beef  water  may  alfobe  injeded  cold, 
and  repeated  as  occalion  requires. 

So  long  as  flrength  continues,  and  the 
pulfe  remains  good,  it  will  not  be  necet- 
fary  to  proceed  to  delivery  with  vio- 
lence, but  wait,  at  leaft  for  a  time,  that 
the  OS  uteri  may  relax  and  dilate  by  the 
cffedt  of  pains ;  always  remembering  that 
the  indication  of  danger  is  rather  to  be 
taken  fom  the  nature  of  the  fym\-<toms 
than  the  quantity  of  blood ;  as  it  is  incre- 
dible how  much  fome  have  loft  and 
vet   furvived ;    whilft   others    will  link 

under 
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under  a  very  inconfiderable  difcharge. 
Maurice au  remarks,  that  where  the  orifice 
of  the  womb  was  foft,  thin,  and  equal, 
the  patient  generally  recovered  j  but  if 
the  contrary,  flie  often  died  j  Feu,  in  bis 
practice  of  midwifery,  feems  to  be  of  the 
fame  opinion,  and  is  fo  fenfible  of  the 
great  danger  of  applying  violent  force  to 
dilate  the  os  uteri,  that  he  pronounces  it 
death  to  the  patient,  from  his  own  ex- 
perience.* 

Delicate  women,  who  have  lax  fibres, 
of  all  others,  fuftain  lofs  of  blood  .with 
mofi:  danger,  being  extremely  apt  to  faint, 
and  are  fubje£t  to  violent  head-ach.  In 
fuch  habits,  efpecially  after  delivery, 
and  in  cafes  of  extreme  weaknefs,  hartf- 
horn  jellies,  with  rhenilh  wine,  and  thofe 
things  which  give  nourifhment  to  the 
body,  and  confifience  to  the  blood,  may 
be  advantageoufly  directed :  A  flrong  infu- 
Y  fion- 


*  PfiMj  Pratique  des  Accouch.  chap.  xv.  p.  516. 
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jfion  of  the  cortex  with  cinnamon,  in  French 
claret,  will  alfo  make  a  very  grateful 
and  generous  cordial,  without  heating  the 
body. 

In  l6iig-continued  fainting-fits,  where 
there  was  danger  of  a  total  ftagnation  of 
blood,  I  have  fometimes  direded  the  fol- 
lowing volatile  liniment  with  advantage,  t» 
be  rubbed  upon  the  pit  of  the  ftomach, "  in 
quantity  of  a  tea  fpoonful ;  over  which,  a 
hot  flannel  fhould  afterwards  be  immedi- 
ately applied. 

R. 

01.  amygd.  §  ^  / . 

Spt.  volat.  aromat.  5  uj  niifce  C?  fiat  li- 
nimentum. 

The  fymptoms  of  immediate  danger  ar& 
principally  thefe  ;  viz.  the  eyes  grow  dim, 
and  the  extremities  cold;  the  pulfe  be- 
comes weak  and  intermitting,  and  the 
patient  frequently  faints  ;  cold  fweats, 
with  fubfultus  tendinum,   or  convulfions 

fuc- 
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fucceed,  and  the  hiccough  is  generally 
the  laft  fatal  fymptom,  which  fliews  that 
death  is  near. 

But  notwithftanding  fome  of  thofe 
alarming  figns,  for  they  feldom  all  ap- 
pear j  as  delivery  is  the  only  remedy  which 
can  give  the  patient  a  chance  for  life ;  no 
one  who  is  truely  fenfible  of  the  duties  of 
his  profefTion,  will  timoroufly  defert  her 
in  the  time  of  her  utmoft  need,  but  delibe- 
rately follow  the  rules  of  practice,  and 
fpeedily  endeavour  to  perform  that  by  Art^ 
which  Natu?-e  is  unable  to  accomplifli  j 
without  regard  to  the"  prejudices  of  the  ig- 
norant vulgar,  or  that  undeferyed  cenfure 
•which  fo  frequently  follows,  where  the 
event  is  fatal. 

Whenever  fpeedy  delivery  becomes  ab- 
folutely  neceflaiy,  it  fhould  be  attempted 
without  delay,  even  during  the  fainti?ig^ 
Jits ;  for   although  fuch  proceeding  may 
feem  to  carry  with  it  the  appearance  of 
Y  2  cru- 
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cruelty;  the  general  relaxation  of  body 
which  then  prevails,  will  render  the  uterus 
more  torpid  and  inadtive,  and  lefs  liable  to 
be  ftimulated  into  motion  by  the  hand  of 
the  operator  j  confequcntly,  as  there  will  be 
more  fpace  for  turning  the  child>  both  it 
and  the  mother  will  fufFer  proportionably 
lefs  :  Indeed,  her  lofs  of  ftrength  will  con- 
cur in  making  his  affiftance  more  effedtual  ; 
the  uterus  being  then,  as  it  were,  unbraced 
and  void  of  contraction  :  This  fliews  the 
folly  and  imprudence  of  thofe,  who  are 
ever  teafing  and  perfecuting  the  poor, 
languifhing,  and  half-dead  patient,  with 
their  impertinent  and  fenfelefs  admonitions, 
viz.  to  bear-down  ftrongly,  and  make  the 
beft  of  her  pains. 

In  fhort,  in  all  floodings  which  happen 
where  the  feet  us  J}  ill  remains  in  utero;  whefi 
every  other  method  has  failed,  and  the 
danger  is  great  j  the  patient,  if  poflible, 
fliould  be  fpecdily  delivered  ;  and  whenever 

a  pro- 
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fufe  haemorrhage  happens  after  delivery^ 
and  obftinately  continues  notvvithftanding 
the  remedies  already  mentioned;  it  ^ill 
then  become  neceffary  to  throw  up  flyp- 
tic  injcBions  into  the  uterus,  as  the  laft 
and  moft  powerful  application  that  can  be 
tried  for  her  relief. 

I  have  been  more  particular  on  this  my 
New  Method  of  treating  Uteri?ie  Haemorrhages 
by  the  aBion  of  cold  externally  ai^d  inter- 
nally applied  to  the  human  body,  being  con- 
■vincedy  by  repeated  experience,  that  from 
thence,  the  lives  of  many  women  may  he 
faved,  who  would  be  lofl  by  being  treated  in 
the  ufual  manner. 

I  propofed  to  have  made  fome  experi- 
ments, in  order  to  afcertain  the  different 
quantities  of  blood  efcaping  from  the  vef- 
fels  of  wounded  animals,  expofed  to  dif- 
ferent degrees  of  heat  and  cold-,  but  want 
of  opportunity,  as  well  as  the  cruelty  at- 
tending fuch  enquiries,  have  hitherto  pre- 
vented me. 

Befides 
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Befides  the  haemorrhages  incident  to 
pregnant  women,  there  are  two  other  forts 
which  occur  more  rarely,  and  not  at- 
tended with  fo  much  immediate  danger; 
the  firft  may  happen  to  virgins,  the  laft  to 
women  about  the  difappearance  of  the 
menfes. 

According  to  Laviotte,  thofe  floodings  to 
which  young  women  are  fubjed:,  arife 
chiefly  from  plethora,  and  if  the  uterus  is  in 
a  found  ftate,  are  generally  remedied  by 
bleeding,  laxatives,  and  abftemious  diet.  In 
fuch  cafes,  we  fliould  be  cautious  not  to 
injure  the  patient's  reputation  from  the 
fuggeftion  that  fhe  is  with  child,  and  that 
fuch  a  flux  of  blood  denotes  mifcarriage, 
which  fometimes  lias  inadvertently  been 
done. 

The  menftrual  flux,  which  nov/  and  then 
continues  in  plethoric  habits,  for  the  firll 
three  or  four  mon(4is  of  pregnancy,  and  alfo 
that  difcharge  of  blood  which  naturally 
happens  after  delivery,  from  the  feparation 

of 
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of  the  placenta,  fhould  be  carefully  diftin- 
guifhed  from  a  real  flooding,  by  thofe  who 
are  unexperienced,  or  who  from  want  of  at- 
tention, rather  than  judgment,  might  chance 
to  fall  into  miftakes  of  this  kind. 

Women  about  the  age  of  forty-five  or 
fifty,  are  fometimes  fubjed  to  a  difchar^e 
of  grumous,  foetid  blood,  efpecially  thofe 
of  plethoric  habits,  who  are  fedentary, 
and  indulge  themfelves  to  excefs  in  eating 
and  drinking. 

Dr.  Amb.  Dawfon,  formerly  an  eminent 
phyfician  of  extenfive  praftice  in  London, 
affured  me,  that  he  had  often  given  cremor. 
tart,  in  fuch  haemorrhages  with  remarkable 

good  fuccefs. 

When  the  female  conftitution  continues 
to  generate  redundant  blood  beyond  the 
ftated  time  of  nature,  and  where  the  ute- 
rine veffels,  from  the  effed  of  age,  become 
rigid  and  compad  too  early,  fo  as  to  pre- 
vent its  paffing  off  that  way;  great  incpnve- 
piencies  to  health  are  the  confequences  of 

it, 
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it,  though  in  general,  they  may  either  be  re- 
lieved or  cured  by  bleeding  or  evacuations : 
However,  when  fuch  complaints  are  of  long 

continuance,  attended  with  flow  fever,  a  fli> 
nious  difchargc,  and  painful  forcing  down 
of  the  affeded  part,  they  almoft  certainly 
denote  a  difeafed  uterus,  and  frequently 
prove  mortal  in  the  conclufion. 

As  for  the  extraSi.  dcut<^,  its  effedls  in 
fuch  cafes  have  by  no  means  equalled  my 
expectation,  confidering  the  extravagant  en- 
comiums with  which  it  was  ufhered  into 
practice.  The  vegeto-mineral  water  recom- 
.  mended  by  Goulard,  may  be  tried  as  an  in- 
jection;  znA  opiates y  after  bleeding  and  gentle 
evacuations, where  the  pain  is  violent,  may  be 
direded  to  advantage.  I  have  obferved 
very  fenfible,  and  good  efFedts  from  the  ufc 
of  Peruvian  bark  in  the  following  form, 
though  a  perfed:  cure  is  not  always  to  be  ex- 
pected. 

R. 

Cort.  Feruv.fubtilifs.  Puh.  s/. 
Cremor.  Tart.  •^iii. 
Pulv.  Tamarind,  ifs. 
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Syr.  caryoph,  rub.  q.  s.  ut  jiat  eleB.  cujus 
fumat.  quant,  nucismofchat.  noBeq.  Mane, 

Vegetable  diet,  with  nourifliment  of  ealy 
digeftion,  and  moderate  exercife  in  pure 
air,  with  the  chalybeate  waters  of  Tunbridge 
or  SpUy  will  likewife  promote  the  curcj  or 
at  leaft  will  tend  to  abate  the  feverity  of 
the  fymptoms,  and  prolong  the  patient's 
life, 


SECTION. 
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SECTION  VI. 

Of  ConvuJJions,  and  Acute  Difeafes  in  ge  fie  rat, 
moji  fatal  to  Women  during  the  State  of 
Pregnancy. 

H  E  caufe  of  convulfions  is  often  feated 
in  the  brain ^  or  fuch  parts  as  have  im-. 
mediate  intercourfe  With  it,  by  mediation 
of  the  nerves,  particularly  the  Jiomach  and 
uterus.  They  may  alfo  arife  from  violent 
affedlions  of  mind,  and  likewife  from  ple- 
thora,  or  inafiition.  There  are  other  more 
remote  caufes  of  this  difeafe,  viz.  the  fup- 
preflion  of  fome  long  accuftomed  difcharge, 
as  eruptions  repelled  from  the  bodily  fur^ 
face;  the  ftoppage  of  bleeding  piles;  or 
application  of  any  painful  ftimulus  to  the 
nervous  parts. 

Convulfions  are  tixhtx  idiopathic  ox  fyfnp-^ 
tomatic'y  the  firft  are  owing  to  fome  morbid 
impreffion  originally  made  on  the  brain  TDr 

^emis 
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genus  nervofim,  and  when  derived  from  the. 
parent,  are  termed  hereditaty :  The  laft 
arife  from  accidental  caufes  which  adt 
fuddenly  on  the  nerves,  and  with  more 
violence  than,  their  natural  ftrud:ure  can 
bear.  Thofe  which  are  hereditary  or  ha*' 
bitual,  and  which  continue  after  puberty, 
are  generally  incurable,  though  feldom 
mortal ;  and  when  they  totally  difappear 
about  that  period,-  it  feems  owing  to  a  gra- 
dual change  produced  in  the  body,  by  the 
effed  of  age,  which  leffons  its  irritability, 
and  gives  more  ftrength  and  firmnefs  to  the 
whole  folid  fyftem. 

A  ■  remarkable  alteration  is  likewife 
brought  about  in  the  female  habit,  towards 
the  firft  eruption  of  menfes ;  for  at  this 
time,  convulfions  have  been  known  to  ceafe, 
which  before  had  rrfifted  the  moft  powerful 
remedies. 

Hyflerical  women,  from  delicacy  of  ha-»- 
bit,  and  the  great  irritability  of  their  fyftem, 
are,    of  all  others,  the  moft   fubjed:  to 

this 
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this  malady,  efpecially  during  the  latter 
end  of  their  firjl  pregnancy.  This  proba- 
bly arifes  from  the  uncommon  prcffure  of 
the  gravid  uterus  on  the  abdominal  vifcera, 
which  may  obftrud  their  veflels,  and  pre- 
vent the  free  circulation  of  blood  \  or  elfe 
from  the  vaft  diftenlion  of  uterine  fibres, 
which  creates  pain,  and  by  nervous  fym- 
pathy,  throws  the  whole  vafcular  fyftem 
into  a  convulfive  fpafm.  But  that  this 
violent  and  unaccuftomed  ftrefs  laid  on  the 
uterus,  by  the  increafed  bulk  of  the  child, 
is  not  alone  fufficient  to  produce  difeafe 
is  evident ;  feeing,  that  gravid  women  in 
general  are  not  fubjed  to  it  ;  and  there- 
fore, the  original  caiife  muft  have  pre-exift- 
ed  in  the  conftitution  either  from  fome 
former  injury  done  to  the  brain,  or  a  mor- 
bid impreflion  derived  from  the  parent, 
which  remains  dormant  and  inactive,  until 
excited  into  motion  by  fuch  change  as  that 
arifing  from  pregnancy. 

As 


CONVULSIONS,    &c,  34f 

As  the  caiifes  of  convulfions  are  various, 
fo  likewife  is  the  intention  of  cure.  The 
veffels  of  the  body  can  neither  be  filled  ot 
emptied  beyond  a  certain  degree,  without  oc- 
cafioning  plethora  in  one  cafe,  and  inmti" 
tion  in  the  other,  both  which  extremes  are 
deftmdtive  to  health,  and  may  occafion  con- 
vulfions. In  the  firft,  they  arife  from  pain- 
ful diftenfion  of  the  nervous  parts  j  and  in 
the  lafl:,  from  a  defed:  of  circulating 
power,  and  that  equal  diftribution  of  blood, 
which  is  neceffary  to  carry  on  the  feveral 
fecretions. 

Convulfions  from  inanitio?i,  are  much 
more  dangerous  than  thofe  from  plethora  i 
as  it  is  eafier  to  empty  than  replenifli  the 
veffels  J  for,  although  nourifliment  may  be 
taken  into  the  ftomach  ;  it  is  a  confiderable 
time  before  it  can  be  converted  into  blood, 
cfpecially  where  the  aflimilating  powers  of 
the  body  have  been  much  impaired. 

When  this  difeafe  comes  on  after  profufe 
floodings,  or  other  immoderate  evacuations, 

it 
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it  \^  generally  mortal ;  and  I't  may  be  obferved 
that  jflaughtered  animals,  having  loft  a  cer- 
tain quantity  of  blood,  fall  into  con vulfions 
a  fliort  time  before  death.  Van  Swieten  fup- 
pofes,  that  this  is  owing  to  the  uniform 
prefTure  of  the  blood  veflels  being  fuddenly 
taken  off  from  the  brain ;  but  more  proba- 
bly, it  happens  becaufe  that  equilibrium  or 
balance  is  deftroyed,  which  ought  to  fubfift 
between  the  folids  and  fluids  ;  and  therefore 
as  foon  as  the  quantity  and  impulfe  of 
blood  o'n  its  containing  vefTels  become  defi- 
cient ;  the  vafcular  fyftem,  for  want  of  due 
refiftance,  begins  to  exert  a  kind  of  preter- 
natua'al  contractive  power,  and  the  whole  bo- 
dily frame  is  agitated  and  thrown  into  fpafm. 

But  notwithftanding  what  has  been  faid  ; 
the  above  author  relates  the  following  extra- 

'ordinary  cafe,  where  the  patient  recovered.* 
Novi  gravida??!,  quae placidijfime  dormiverat 

'  dum  in  vicinia  periculofum  at  er  incendium : 
Solhcita  mater i  inane  accurre?u,  gratiilabatur 

jUiaCy 

*  Van  Smetcn,  Comment.  Vol.  iv,  p.  397. 
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jiliae.qiiodblandus  fomnus  omnem  timorem  ar- 
ciiijfet.  Mox  incipit  tr  erne  re  miferatoto  cor  pore  y 
&  angiyjimtdque  totus  leBus jam  iniindabatur 
fangumeyfeque?ite  animi  deliquio  coj^vuljioni- 
bus;  tame?!  apericulofa  hac  VteriHaemorrha" 
gia  convciluitifed foetum  qiiadrimejirem  abor- 
liens  perdidtti. 

Medicines,  in  fuch  cafes,  are  in  a  manner 
out  of  the  qiieftion;  for  nothing  will  fo  ef- 
fectually reftore  ftrength,  as  the  repeated 
ufe  of  nourifhing  fluids,  infmall  quantities: 
*  Broth  clyfters  may  alfo  be  adminiftered ; 
and  if  the  pulfe  fliould  remain  very  weak 
and  languid  j  a  decodtion  of  Peruvian  bark 
may  be  given,  with  warm  nervous  cordials, 
joined  with  an  opiate^  fuch  as  the  confeB^ 
paiilin.    &c.     Where  the  fymptoms  are 
urgent,  and  the  circulation  almofl  at  a  ftand  ; 
blijlers  may  be  applied  to  infide  of  the 
arms,  and  finapifms  to  the  foles  of  the 
feet ;   the  extremities  may  alfo  be  rubbed 
with  hot  flannels,  or  immerfed  in  isoar^n 
water^  the  eftedl  of  which,  has  already  been 
confidered.  ,  When 
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When  convulfions  arife  from  plethora, 
which  chiefly  happens  to  fuch  as  are  young, 
who  indulge  their  appetite,  and  have  a 
ftrong  digeftion ;  the  pulfe  is  generally  hard, 
full,  and  frequent,  which  will  require  the 
immediate  and  repeated  lofs  of  blood,  with 
the  ufe  of  laxative  medicines  and  plentiful 
dilution.  The  falme  draughts  with  nitre 
may  be  given,  and .  the  patient  fbould  be 
enjoined  to  ufe  light  and  abflemious  diet, 
to  prevent  a  relapfe. 

When  llie  is  comatofe  during  the  intervals, 
and  her  head  affed:ed,  the  eyes  being  pro- 
minent and  blood-fhot,  attended  with  deli- 
rium, or  much  fever;  leeches  Ihould  be  ap- 
plied to  the  temples  and  finapifms  to  the 
feet.  Opiates  ought  not  to  given,  except  in 
cafes  of  great  urgency  from  pain  or  want  of 
fleep,  and  even  then,  chiefly  after  bleeding 
and  evacuations. 

It  is  of  the  utmoft  confequence  to  diftin- 
guifh  the  true  caufe  of  convulfions,  before 
any  medicines  are  pr^fcribed,  or  methods 
tried  for  the  patient's  relief  j  for  an  eiTor  of 

judgment 
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judgment  might  here  prove  of  /atal  confe- 
quence:  For  inftance,  copious  bleeding 
which  would  relieve  or  cure  convulsions 
arifing  from  plenitude,  would  inftantly  de- 
ftroy  the  patient,  if  they  were  brought  on  by 
jna?ntion ;  and  emetics^  which  would  be  pro- 
per when  the  ftomach  was  loaded  with  bile 
dr  other  noxious  humors,  would  be  highly 
pernicious,  where  they  were  occafioned  by 
ardent  .  fever,  or  injiammntion  of  the  hrairi. 

Thofe  of  ftrong,  robuft  conftitutions,  are 
feldom  fubjed:  to  convulfions,  except  from 
violent  caufes  j  on  the  contrary,  children, 
and  women  of  delicate  habits,  are  fometimes 
affeded  by  the  flighteft  impreflions  on  the 
body  or  mind;  and  it  is  remarkable,  that 
what  produces  very  extraordinary  and  alarm- 
ing fymptoms  in  one,  will  not  at  all  en- 
danger another ;  each  feeling  the  efFedls  of 
different  caufes,  according  to  their  natural 
temperament,  and  as  their  nerves  are  ftrung 
to  different  fenfations.  But  although  wo- 
men  and  children  are  more  fubjed;  to  this 

Z  difeafe 
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difeafe,  than  men,  in  proportion  as  their 
habit  is  weak  and  irritable,  it  is  obferved 
that  they  efcape  the  danger  of  it  much  better. 

Convulfions  fupervening  violent  fevers, 
or  inflammation  of  the  brain,  are  often 
mortal;  but  thofe  followed  by  fever, 
critical  eruptions  on  the  body,  or  a  difcharge 
of  putrid  bile  from  the  ftomach  or  inteftines, 
generally  end  more  favorably.  If  they  are  of 
the  hyfleric  kind,  unattended  by  coinat  de-^ 
lirium  ox  fever ^  and  attack  the  patient,  by 
long  intervals,  fo  as  to  become  habitual, 
they  do  not  denote  immediate  danger ;  but 
fometimes  occafion  palfy,  lofs  of  memory, 
or  idiotifm,  by  gradually  impairing  the 
fun(51:ionsof  the  brain. 

When  this  difeafe  is  fuddenly  produced 
by  terror-,  bleedings  the  liberal  ufe  of  opiates , 
and  warm  bath,  by  foothing  the  nerves,  and 
diffolving  the  fpafm,  will  beft  anfwer  the 
intention  of  cure. 

I  attended  a  lady  in  the  year  1776,  who 
was  repeatedly  attacked  with  convulfions 

during 
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during  pregnancy ;  they  were  firft  ow- 
ing to  a  fright,  and  .flie  had  been  fubjed: 
to  them  many  years.  Being  treated  in  the 
tnanner  juft  mentioned,  £lie  proceeded  the 
full  time  of  her  pregnancy, and  being  happily 
delivered,  recovered  without  any  relapfe. 
'  Some  authors  recommend  bleeding  in 
the  foot,  when  the  head  is  affected  ;  but 
the  do6trine  of  derivation  and  rcvuljim,  as 
applied  to  bleeding,  is  not  lefs  inconfiftent 
and  irrational,  than  in  what  relates  to 
pediluviu?n  or  warm  bath  for  the  feet. 
Opening  a  vein  in  the  foot  has  been  faid  to 
bring  on  the  menfes;  when  blood  drawn 
from  the  arm,  had  no  fuch  effedt ;  and  this 
\vas  fuppofed  to  happen  in  confequence  of 
its  accelerating  the  blood's  motion  through 
the  vefTels  of  the  legs  and  uterus,  which 
indeed  is  a  downright  contradidion ;  for 
when  a  vein  is  opened  in  any  part,  the 
motion  of  blood  through  it,  pro  tempore,  will 
rather  be  retarded  than  increafed  j  as  it  is 
evident  that  the  bleeding  orijice  cannot  poffi- 

Z  %  bly 
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bly  tranfmitfo  much  blood  as  the  whole  trunk 
of  the  vein,  before  its  compreflion  by  the  H- 
gature.  Admitting  this  as  a  fad:,  it  will  fol- 
low, that  if  menfes  have  been  fuddenly 
brought  ori  by  bleeding  in  the  foot,  the 
efFedl  was  produced  in  a  manner  direcflly 
contrary  to  what  has  generally  been  ima- 
gined, viz.  from  compreffion  of  the  veins 
and  arteries  by  the  ligature  applied,  and  to 
imynerjton  of  the  feet  in  hot  water,  both 
which,  as  already  remarked,  increafe  the 
velocity  of  blood  paffing  thro'  the  uterus."^ 

Errors  in  diet,  or  food  taken  into  the 
Homach  which  offends  in  quantity  or  qua- 
lity, have  been  known  to  occafion  convul- 
fions ;  but  thefe  are  feldom  dangerous, 
and  generally  ceafe,  foon  as  the  offending 
matter  is  evacuated,  by  giving  an  emetic  and 
laxatives  J  after  which  an  opiate  will  be 
proper. 

*  Page  264,  et  feq. 
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Retention  of  Vrine^  by  diftending  the 
bladder  and  creating  violent  pain,  may  like- 
wife  be  produdiive  of  convulfions,  efpecially 
jn  weak,  irritable  habits  j  but  here,  as  in 
the  former  cafe,  they  foon  go  off,  after 
it  has  been  emptied  by  the  catheter; 
otherwife,  a  warm  bath  fhould  be  di- 
rected, with  emulfions  and  anodyne  clyfters. 

When  the  neck  of  the  urinary  bladder 
is  compreffed  by  the  child's  head,  it  may 
be  gently  raifed  above  the  fymphyfis  of  the 
pubes :  A  cafe  of  this  kind,  is  mentioned  in 
Lamotte^s  obfervations,  where,  from  fuch 
affiftance  only,  a  large  quantity  of  urine 
was  inflantly  difcharged. 

A  patient  at  the  Wejlmijijler  Lying-in 
Hofpital,  about  two  years  ago,  in  the  time 
of  labor,  complained  of  exceflive  pain  at 
the  pubes,  which  fhe  was  not  able  to  endure 
without  crying  aloud :  She  was  feized  with 
fubfultus  tendimpn^  which  occafioned  the 
Matron  to  fend  for  me  :  I  found  the  blad- 
der diftended  with  water,  and  raifed  above 

the 
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the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  fo  that  during  her 
labor  pains  it  was  violently  connpreffed  be- 
tween the  uterus  and  bones,  even  to  the 
danger  of  burfting;  I  directed  the  water 
immediately  to  be  drawn  off  by  the  cathe- 
ter,  after  which  flie  became  eafy,  and  was 
delivered  foon  after. 

Another  cafe  of  the  like  kind  happened 
at  the  Hofpital  lately  ;  where  the  bladder, 
by  its  hardnefs  and  projedion  over  the  pubes 
in  the  time  of  labor,  was  at  firft  miflaken 
for  the  child's  head :  This  patient  was, 
treated  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  former, 
and  alfo  recovered. 

Where  cutaneous  eruptions  are  fuddenly 
thrown  back  into  the  habit  j  the  warm  bathy 
and  gentle  diaphoretics  with  nitre,  will  bid 
fair  to  relieve  the  patient :  but  fhould  her 
complaints  arife  from  worms  \  anthelmin- 
tic medicines  may  be  given,  in  which, 
*P/f>^r/^'j-  preparation  of  mercury  with  gum 
arabic,  is  both  fafe  and  efficacious,  if  ad- 
miniflered  wdth  due  caution. 

Indian 
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hjdian  Pi?ik  Root  ;  Wild  Cabbage  or 
bulge  'Water  tree  of  Jamr.ica ;  and  the  plant 
called  Couhageyt\\t  pods  of  which,  on  their 
oiitfide  are  befet  with  the  siliqua  hirfiita  of 
Linnaus,  have  all  been  found  powerful 
medicines  for  this  purpofe ;  particularly 
SpigeliaMarylandica,  or  Indian  Pinky  which 
grows  in  the  low,  marfhy  grounds  of  South 
Carolifia.  An  infulion  of  this  vegetable 
is  both  palatable  and  efficacious;  —  being 
direded  for  Mifs  L— ton,  a  young  lady  at 
WindfoVy  it  brought  away  a  large  quantity 
of  dead  v/orms,  [cif car  ides)  and  I  have  given 
it  with  fimilar  good  effeds  to  other  patients. 
The  root  of  this  plant  may  be  adminiftered' 
in  powder  to  adults,  in  quantity  from  one 
fcruple  to  half  a  dram,  twice,  or  even,  in 
flrong  habits  of  body  where  the  fymptoms 
are  very  acute,  thrice  a  day;  but  the  follow- 
ing form  is  more  elegant,  and  proper  for 
delicate  conftitutions.  Where  it  does  not 
render  the  body  laxative  ;  Infus.  fena.  in- 
ftead  of  Spt.  Lavend.  c.  will  be  proper. 

R.  Herb. 
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R. 

Herb.  &  Rad.  S pi  gel.  Maryland.  IJ's. 
Aq.  bulUent        per  horas  dmd. 
I?lfund.  Gf  cola  ;  adde. 
Spt.  Lavend.  c.  ^ij. 
Syr.  e.  Cort.  auraut.  g fs-.Jiat  mijiura. 
Cujus fumat  cochlear,  duo  vetria  bisvcel 
in  die. 

The  Cabbage  Tree-bark  is  generally  di- 
redted  in  decodion,  and  fometimes  in  fub- 
flance,  mixed  with  a  fmall  portion  of  7'heu- 
barby  or  the  like,  to  render  it  gently  purga- 
tive. One  ounce  of  the  bark  in  powder 
may  be  boiled  flowly  in  a  pint  and  half  of 
foft  water,  to  the  confumption  of  a  pint  j 
and  of  this  ftrain'd  decodion,  rendered 
palatable  by  fugar,  the  patient  may  take  a 
large  wine  glafs  full,  twice  or  thrice  a  day, 
and  continue  it  for  a  week  or  longer  j  vary- 
ing the  quantity  and  frequency  of  the  dofe, 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  fy mptoms, 
and  ftrength  of  the  patient's  conftitution. 

The  hairy  fpiculcey  or  fetae  of  Couhage 

fc  raped 
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fcraped  from  their  pods,  may  be  given 
in  a  fufficient  quantity  of  any  thick  fyrup 
for  three  or  four  evenings  fucceffivelyj  and 
a  gentle  purgative  fhould  be  adminiftered 
the  fecond  or  third  morning  after.  Thofe 
who  have  written  on  this  extraordinary  an-^ 
thelmintic,  have  not  exadly  determined  its 
quantity  but  as  the  fpiculae  obtained  from  a 
lingle  pod,  are  efteemed  a  fufficient  dofe  for 
a  child  of  feven  or  eight  years  old;  it  can  be  no 
difficult  matter  to  proportion  the  dofe  for 
patients  of  different  ages  and  conftitutions, 
particularly  fmce  we  are  affijred  this  medi- 
cine is  as  perfedly  fafe,  as  efficacious. 

In  ftrong  convulfwns  during  pregnancy, 
fpeedy  delivery  has  beeri  propofed,  and  re- 
curred to  as  the  principal  remedy:  but.ob- 
fervation  and  experience  have  convinced  me, 
that  this  rule  will  admit  of  many  exceptions, 
and  ought  to  be  regarded  with  great  caution; 
efpecially  by  thofe  who  are  young  in  prac- 
tice, and  influenced  by  fear,  which  often 
tempts  them  to  proceed  with  more  hafte 

and 
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and  violence  than  is  confident  with  the 
patient's  fafety. 

It  has  already  been  remarked,  that  fimple 
prefTure  of  the  gravid  uterus  on  the  conti- 
guous vifcera  may  interrupt  the  natural 
fun6tions  of  thofe  parts,  and  occafion  con- 
vulfions;  and  to  fuch  cafes,  may  be  added 
thofe  where  that  part  is  defe£live  in  its  or^ 
ganical  JlruBuj'e  j  and  being  either  too 
fniall,  or  preternaturally  narrow  and  com- 
padli  cannot  yield  fufEciently  to  the  increafed 
bulk  of  the  child,  without  being  violently 
diftended  and  overftrained  j  or  elfe  by  an 
unfavorable  pofition  of  the  foetus,^  it  may 
be  comprefled  and  bruifed  between  the 
angular  parts  of  its  body  and  bones  of 
the  pelvis,  fo  as  to  excite  pain,  and  bring  on 
convullion;  efpecially,  as  the  habit  is  at 
this  time  uncommonly  irritable.  Under 
fuch  circumftances  fpeedy  delivery,  if  the 
patient  is  at,  or  near  her  full  time,  may  pro- 
cure her  inftant  relief;  but  on  the  contrary, 
whenever  they  arife  from  any  caufe  totally 

independent 
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independent  of  pregnancy-,  experience,  as 
well  as  reafon,  evidently  fheW,  that  delivery 
thus  violently  brought  about,  contrary  to 
the  common  courfe  of  nature,  would  not 
only  prove  ineffectual,  but  highly  dangerous. 

'  Hoffman  fuppofes  the  duodenum  is  often 
the  feat  of  convulfions,  becaufe  bf  the  dif-» 
charge  of  bMe  and  pancreatic  juice,  into  the 
cavity  of  that  inteftine ;  which  from  vari* 
ous  caufes  are  wont  to  become  putrid  or 
acrimonious ;  confequently,  they  may  pro- 
duce pain  and  tumult  in  the  body,  if  not 
foon  evacuated  by  gentle  cathartics. 

Thfe  retention  of  th.Q.{t acrimonious falts  and 
rancid  oils,  which  naturally  ought  to  pafs 
off  by  the  kidnies,  may  likewife  occafion 
this  malady ;  for,  it  has  fometimes  been 
obferved  to  fucceed  a  flux  of  pale,  limpid  ' 
urine,  efpecially  in  fevers :  In  fuch  cafes, 
fmali  portions  of  emetic  tartar,  with  the  fa- 
line  draughts,  or  other  faponaceous  fluids 
have  been  found  to  procure  relief, 

Befides 
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Befides  the  feveral  caufes  of  con vul  five 
diforders  already  enumerated,   there  may- 
be others,    fo  latent  and  difficult  to  be 
found  out,  as  to  remain  imperceptible  to 
.the  niceft  obferver  which  neverthelefs  adt 
with  great  violence  on  the  fenfible  and  irri- 
table parts  of  human  bodies.      In  fuch 
doubtful  cafes,  or  where  the  patient  is  fenfe^ 
lefs  and  can  give  no  information ;  the  in- 
dication of  cure  mufl:  be  taken  from  the 
general  methods  of  treating  the  difeafe,  and 
the  precipitate  adminiftration  of  powerful 
medicines  ought  to  be  avoided;  for  he  that 
is  afraid  of  miftaking  his  way,  fliould  rather 
abate  than  redouble  his  fpeed.     If  the 
patient  is  unable  to  fwallow,   which  fre-r 
quently  happens,  fhe  fhould  not  be  negledl- 
ed  on  that  account;   fince  opiuniy  mujky  or 
pther  medicines  may  be  advantageoufly 
given  in  clyfters. 

Women  who  have  been  fubje(5l  to  this 
difeafe,  in  former  pregnancy,  fhould  ufe 
every  poffible  caution  to  avoid  it  afterwards; 

by 
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by  bleeding,  the  ufe  of  opiates,  or  luch  other 
medicines  or  methods,  as  feem  bell  appro- 
priated to  the  nature  of  their  conftitution, 
before  the  approach  of  labor. 

The  violent,  and  long  duration  of  con- 
vulfions,  fometimes  leave  a  morbid  imprejjton 
on  the  brain  and  nerves,  by  which  the 
intellectual  faculties  are  impaired.  In  fuch 
cafes,  blifters,  preparations  of  barky  with 
aromatic  bitters,  or  the  warm  foeted  gums, 
have  been  found  ferviceable;  alfo  chaly- 
beate waters  j  the  cold  bath,  and  moderate 
exercife,  in  a  dry  pure  air, 

R. 

Pulv^fubtilijf.  Cort..  Peruv.  li. 

 radic.  Valerian.  Sylv.  "hiij. 

Chalyb.  rubig.  preparat. 
Spec,  Aromat.  ad  3/. 
Syr.  Caryoph.  rub.  q.f.  ut fiat  Ele6i.  cujui 
fumat  quant.  Nucismofchat.  bis  ter-ve  in  die^ 
fuperbibend.  Cyath.  Aq.  Pyrmont.  vel  Spa- 
dan. 

All 
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All  animal  and  vegetable  fubftances, 
which  are  ufually  dired:ed  in  fpafmodic 
complaints,  ail  by  their  powerful  effluvia, 
and  in  a  certain  degree  feem  to  produce  a 
narcotic  effect  among  the  firft  are  mulk, 
and  caftorj  and  of 'the  laft  are  gum  affafoe- 
tid.  fagap.  camphor,  valerian,  &Ci  but 
opium,  where-ever  it  can  be  properly  given, 
is  the  fovereign  remedy>  and  far  fuperior  to 
all  the  reft. 

Here  it  is  necefifary  to  caution  young  prac- 
titioners, who  are  generally  Rnthufiafis  in 
phyfic,  not  to  imagine  that  the  names  of 
medicines,  or  the  clafs  to  which  they  belong, 
either  fufhciently  denote  their  true  qualities, 
or  point  out  their  real  ufe :  They  ought 
not  to  depend  upon  them  too  much, 
however  dignified  with  the  appellation  of 
antifpafmodicsy  fpeciffics,  &c.  many  of  them 
have  not  even  power  enough  to  do  harm; 
which  indeed  is  faying  fomething  in  their 
favor;  fince  thofe  which  are  good,  are  often 
mifapplied,  inid  then  become  worft  of  all. 

The 
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The  means  of  making  remedies  falutary, 
confift  in  diftinguifliing  properly  how,  and 
when  they  are  to  be  diredted :  Thus  admi- 
inflered,  there  is  miich  which  they  will  do, 
but  much  more  which  it  is  impolTible  they 
(hould  do,  from  the  very  nature  of  things  j 
and  which  therefore,  it  would  be  un- 
philofophical  as  well  as  unreafonable  to 
exped:. 

I  was  favored  with  the  following  cafe 
by  Mr.  M  ^,  who  attended  and  de- 
livered the  patient  5  and  have  fet  it  down, 
as  near  as  poffible,  in  his  own  words. 

CASE  I. 

Mrs.  D  ariy  of  Swallow-Jlreet^  aged 

twenty,  at  her  full  time,  and  with  her 
firft  child,  was  feized  on  the  24th  of 
yanuary  1 764,  with  violent  and  univerfal 
convulfions,  in  the  beginning  of  labor, 
whilft  her  pains  were  moderate,  attended 

with 
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with  total  deprivation  of  her  fenfes:  Being- 
of  a  plethoric  habit,  twelve  or  fourteen 
ounces  of  blood  were  immediately  taken 
from  her  arm ;  a  blifter  was  applied  to  the 
back,  and  the  tifual  antifpafmodic  medi-^ 
cines  adminiflered,  but  without  any  fenfi- 
ble  benefit;  the  convulfions  increafed  in 
frequency  and  violence  j  recurring  every  five 
orfix  minutes,  at  the  acceffion  of  every  fit, the 
child*s  head  was  preffed  down  on  the  os  uteri y 
as  if  a  labor  pain  had  been  coming  on  j 
it  then  grew  rigid,  and  the  agitation  of  the 
whole  body  was  fo  violent,  that  there  was 
no  poflibility  of  obtaining  any  farther  infor-^ 
mation  from  the  touch:  In  the  mean  time 
the  arm,  from  ftrugglmg,  bled  to  the  quan- 
tity of  ten  or  twelve  ounces  more,  but  no 
faintings  enfued.  In  this  manner,  when 
about  eight  hours  had  elapfed,  and  no 
fymptoms  of  amendment  appeared;  it  was 
propofed  to  bring  the  child  away  by  inftni- 
ments,  and  for  the  fatisfad:ion  of  her  friends 

and 
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and  the  prefervation  of  the  attendant's 
character,  to  requeft  Dr.  JL^^/v's  advice  j  and 
that  he  would  be  prefent  during  the  opera- 
tion ;  but  as  his  refidence  was  diftant,  and 
the  firft  meffenger  had  miflaken  the  ftreet, 
iipwards  of  an  hour  was  loft,  before  he  was 
apprifed  of  it;  and  in  the  mean  time,  the 
convuljions  increafed  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
her  death  was  every  moment  expe6ted. 
In  the  intervals,  which  were  now  very 
fhort,  no  pulfe  was  to  be  felt,  nor  could  £he 
be  perceived  to  breathe :  Her  attendant 
therefore  thinking  that  farther  delay 
might  be  fatal,  refolved  not  to  wait  any 
longer,  but  proceed  to  the  operation. 
During '  the  recefs  of  the  corivulfions,  he 
could  perceive  the  os  uteri  was  dilated 
to  a  confiderable  extent,  and  the  head 
advanced  below  the  brim  of  the  pelvis  j 
After  repeated  trials  with  the  Jldort  forceps, 
finding  he  could  not  fucceed,  on  account  of 
the  height  and  largenefs  of  the  head,  and 
the  infafficicnt  dilation  of  the  os  uteri  ;  he 

A  a  introduced. 
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introduced  the  fcijfars^  perforated  the  fcuU, 
and  after  evacuating  its  contents,  extracfled 
the  bones  of  the  head  ;  and  then  deUvered 
her  without  much  difficulty.  Juft  as  the 
operation  was  finifhed,  Dr.  Leake  arrived, 
and  feeing  the  flate  of  the  patient,  confirmed 
the  unfavorable  prognoftic  which  her 
attendant  had  before  made :  However, 
thinking  it  better  to  try  the  effect  of  doubt- 
lefs  remedies  than  none,  he  prefcribed  for 
her  as  follows. 

Fulv.  e  Myrrh,  c.  Bj. 
Mofch. 

Sal.  Succin.  aa  b/s, 

Syr.  e  Cort.  Aurant.  q.  f,  iit  Jiat  Bolus 
^ta  quaq.  hora  fumend.  cum  Cyath.  'Julep, 
fequent. 

R. 

Julep,  e  Camphor.  Iviij. 
Spt.  Volat.  foetid,  'sij.  mifce. 
Sinapifms  were  alfo  direiled  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  foles  of  the  feet. 

On 
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-  On  the  third  day  from  her  dehvery,  flie 
began  gradually  to  return  to  her  fenfes,  as 
if  waking  out  of  a  dream  j  but  had  not  the 
leaft  recollediion  of  any  thing  that  had 
happened,  or  of  any  pain  fhe  felt  fince  the 
time  her  Accoucheur  firft  entered  the  room. 
In  a  forrnight  fhe  perfe6tly  recovered,  and 
lince  that  time  has  had  feveral  children. 

CASE  11. 

Augiiji  the  6th,  1765,  I  was  fent  for  to 
fee  a  o^entleworrian  at  CamberwelL  who  was 
convulfed ;  flie  was  big  with  the  firft  child, 
and  at  the  full  expiration  of  her  reckoning ; 
her  midwife  was  with  her,  and  informed 
me  fhe  had  no  labor  pains,  the  os  uteri 
not  being  at  all  dilated.  She  was  apparent- 
ly of  a  flrong  habit  of  body,  and  had  been 
remarkably  healthy  during  the  latter  end  of 
pregnancy  :  The  fits,  two  in  number,  which 
had  been  violent,  were  gone  off  before  I 
faw  her  :  Her  pulfe  was  good,  and  fhe  was 
perfeftly    fenfible,    but  could    give  no 

A  a  '  :X     ~  rea- 
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rcafon  for  her  complaint.  I  ordered 
twelve  ounces  of  blood  to  be  drawn,  and  a 
cathartic  clyfter  to  be  adminiftered  ;  after 
which,  flie  took  a  bolus,  with  mujk  and 
opium,  and  wafhed  it  down  with  the  faline 
mixture.  When  T  faw  her  next  day,  in  the 
afternoon,  flie  feemed  in  a  manner  quite 
recovered;  but  had  only  taken  her  medi- 
cines once.  She  was  delivered  two  days 
after,  and  recovered. 

CASE  III. 

OElober  \\\^  l%\^y  1769,  late  at  night,  I 
was  defired  to  vifit  Mrs.  A-d-n^  in  Caven^ 
diJh-Squaret  who  was  fuddenly  attacked  with 
convulfions,  the  third  day  after  delivery, 
without  any  apparent  caufe  :  She  w^as  na- 
turally of  a  very  chearful,  volatile  difpofi- 
tion,  but  fubjedl  to  a  Jiervous  tremor  on  the 
flighted  occafion.  The  convulfive  fpafms 
were  gone  off  before  I  got  there  j  but  her 
voice  was  tremulous  and  indiftind:,  her  eyes 
wild  and  flaring,  and  her  intelledl  very  im- 

perfedl ; 
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perfed:  j  flie  fvvallowed  with  great  difficul- 
ty, and  her  face  was  much  altered  from  its 
former  appearance  :  Her  pulfe  was  frequent, 
weak,  and  unequal;  fometimes  vibrating 
with  uncommon  velocity,  and  then  fudden- 
ly  intermitting,  and  becoming  almoft  im- 
perceptible, for  the  fpace  of  one  or  two  pul- 
fations.  Her  friends  did  not  know  fhe  had 
been  difturbed,  nor  could  I  find  by  the 
nurfe,  that  any  thing  had  been  given  to  eat 
or  drink  which  difagreed  with  her,  but  as 
I  had  attended  her  before,  and  found  that 
opiates  generally  relieved  her,  I  p'refcribed 
the  following  medicines. 
R. 

P/7.  e  Styrace  gr.  vj. 
Pulv.  Cajlor.  r.  "^fs. 
Balfam.  Peruv.  q.  f.  ut^fat  bolus  pro  re 
nata  exhibend.  cum  cochlear,  duobus  yulepi 
fequentis. , 

R.    Julep,  e  Camphor.    §  v. 
Aq.  Pulegjlmp.  liij. 
Spt.  Volat.  foetid,  'hij fiat  JulepiitH. 

Before 
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Before  feven  in  the  evenino-  fhe  had 
taken  two  bokifes,  and  having  had  fome 
refrefliing  fleep,  waked  fenfible  and  feemed 
better;  when  I  faw  her  at  that  time,  her 
pulfe  was  more  full  and  flrong;  and  as 
there  appeared  no  figns  of  relapfe,  the  ap- 
plication of  a  blifter  was  omitted,  to  which 
fhc  feemed  much  averfe  :  I  defired  that 
three  fpoonful  of  the  Julep  might  now  be 
given  occafionally,  without  the  bolus  ;  ex- 
cept fhe  was  threatened  with  convulfions. 

Next  morning  fhe  was  ftill  "better,  ha- 
ving paiTed  a  good  night :   In  the  evening 
flie  complained  of  pain  at  her  ftomach, 
but  was  free  from  feverifli  fymptoms,  and 
perfpired  gently.    The  emphjl.  Jlomachic. 
was  directed  to  the  pit  of  her  ftomach ;  her 
feet  were  wrapped  in  hot  flannels,  and  the 
ufe  of  the  julep  was  omitted.    She  now 
continued  recovering  every  day,    but  to- 
wards the  end  of  the  month,  being  fubjcd 
to  night  fweats  j  flie  took  a  decodlion  of  the 
cortex,  with  elix,  vitriol,  dulc.  which  reftored 
her  to  perfed:  health.  CASE 
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CASE  IV, 

Sarah  Si/fy,  of  a  ftrong  athletic  habit,  was 
deHvered  in  the  Wefiminjler hying-inHofpi- 
tal  the  26th  of'  Auguft,  1 77 1  •    The  labor 
was  natural,  and  the  placenta  came  away 
with  eafe  about  an  hour  after  delivery,  as  I 
was  informed  by  the  attendant  Pupil ;  fhe  ap- 
peared well  as  could  be  expeded  till  nine  in 
the  evening,  when  fhe  complained  of  great 
ficknefs  and  oppreffion  at  ftomach,  and 
vomitted  a  large  quantity  of  poraceous  bile : 
As  the  ficknefs  did  not  entirely  go  off",  a 
grain  of  e?netic  tarter  was  direded  to  cleanfe 
her  ftomach  more  thoroughly  j  but  it  did 
not  produce  any  fenfible  effed:.  About 
midnight,  fhe  was  attacked  with,  violent 
convulsions^  which  lafted  till  eleven  o'clock 
the  next  day;  during  which  time  fhe  had 
ten  or  twelve  fits,    and  twice  or  thrice 
threw  up  phlegm,   mixed   with  clots  of 
blood ;  but  as    fhe  was  fenfelefs  and 

the 


368   NATURE  AND  TREATMENT  OF 

the  comatofe  in  the  intervals,  it  was  not 
poffible  to  adminifter  any  kind  of  medicine. 

The  27th  in  the  morning,  her  pulfe 
was  hard  and  oppreffed,  her  (kin  hot  and 
dry,  and  overfpread  with  a  deep  yellow,  as 
if  Ihe  had  been  ill  with  the  jaundice.  T^he 
tongue  was  foul,  and  had  been  wounded 
by  her  teeth  in  the  convulfive  paroxyfms  r 
fo  that  it  appeared,  the  blood  which  flie 
had  difckarged,  did  not  proceed  from  her 
flomach,  but  only  from  her  mouth  ;  The 
abdomen  was  tenfe  and  fwelled,  and  fhe 
breathed  with  much  difficulty..  Ten  ounces 
of  blood  were  immediately  taken  from  the 
arm,  and  z  cathartic  clyjler  was  afterwards 
adminiftered.  In  the  evening  fhe  was 
better  j  the  clyfter  had  procured  her  three 
ftools,  and  lefTened  the  hardnefs  and  fwell- 
ing  of  her  belly. 

I  then  diredled  one  of  the  following 
powders,  to  be  taken  every  four  hours,  and 
an  anodyne  draught  to  be  given  the  lalt 
thing  at  night. 

R.  Tart., 
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Tart.  emet.  gr.  ifs. 
Magnes.  alb.  5  ifs  contcre  ^  f.  puh.  in 
Jex  portiones  dividendus. 
R.  J^.  Pukg-  I  ifs. 

Spt.  Volat.  fatid.  'hifs, 
TiriB.  Thebaic,  gtt.  xxx. . 
Syr.  e  Cort.  Aurant.  5/  mifce  &  fiat 
haufius. 

The  28th  in  the  morning,  fhe  was  fenfi- 
ble  and  much  relieved,  her  pulfe  was  more 
foft  and  equal  J  the  powders  had  brought 
on  a  free  perfpiration,  and  the  fuffuffion  of 
bile  on  her  fl<:in  was  lefs  perceptible  :  The 
opiate  had  alfo  procured  her  fome  refrelhing 
fleep,  but  as  .1  obferved  her  head  was  dif- 
ordered,  and  affedted  with  fiiipor ;  leeches 
were  directed  to  be  applied  to  her  temples 
in  the  evening. 

29th.  Better  in  all  refpedts,  and  perfedtly 
fenfible,  but  complained  of  forenefs  of  her 
tongue,  which  was  walhed  with  fage-tea 
and  honey :  In  the  evening,  fhe  was  feverifh, 

and 
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and  had  mufcular  pains  in  different  parts  of 
her  body,  but  remained  perfedly  fenfiblc. 
The  antimonial  powders  were  continued. 

30th.  The  preceding  night's  reft,  and 
a  free  perfpiration,  had  remedied  her  yef- 
terday's  complaints :  Nothing  was  now 
given  but  nourifhing  food  of  eafy  digef- 
tion,  by  which  her  ftrength  fenfibly  in- 
creafed,  and  in  a  few  days  fhe  pefedtly 
recovered. 

CASE  V. 

'  That  part  of  the  following  cafe,  which 
relates  to  the  dijBFerent  circumftances  of 
labor,  I  took  from  the  minutes  of  one 
of  my  Pupilsy  who  then  attended  in  rota- 
tion and  delivered  the  patient ;  the  reft  is 
fet  down  according  to  the  beft  of  my  re- 
colle6tion. 

Ann  Phillips,  on  'Thurfday  morning,  the 
the  27th  February y  I773>  about  two  o'clock, 
was  brought  into  the  Hofpital,  with  fymp- 
toms  of  approaching  labor  ;    the  waters 

were 
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were  difcharged  '  the  preceding  evening, 
but  her  pains  were  inconfiderable ;  at  laft 
they  became  ftronger,  and  returning  by 
fhort  intervals,  brought  the  head  below  the 
brim  of  the  pelvis,  which  was  narrow  j 
about  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  her 
pains  were  ftill  more  frequent,  but  of  fhorter 
duration ;  notwithftanding,  the  head  made 
fome  fmall  advances,  and  continued  to  do 
fo  until  about  eight  o'clock,  when  it  was 
totally  difengaged  from  the  uterus,  and  the 
birth  was  expeded  at  every  pain.   Her  pulfe 
was  now  ftrong,  full  and  frequent,  as  it  had 
continued  during  the  day  j   when,  after 
changing  the  lituation  of  her  body,  which 
was  unfavorable,  flie  feenied  rather  fatigued, 
and  was  fuddenly  feized  with  convulsive 
fpafrns  in  both  legs,  which  quickly  increafed, 
and  foon  affeded  her  whole  body  ;  Her 
pulfe,  during  the  fit,  was  fmall  and  very 
quick ;  Ihe  had  feemingly  great  anxiety  and 
oppreflion  about  the  fmcordia^   and  the 
urine  was  difcharged  infenfxbly  :  The  fpafm 

continued 
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continued  about  ten  minutes,  when  fhe  was 
apparantly  quite  recovered  j  her  pulfe  alfo 
grew  Wronger,  but  her  pains  were  mani- 
feftly  interrupted,  and  much  weaker.  The 
convulfions  returned  by  intervals  of  near 
an  hour,  and  were  of  long  duration, 
'till  about  twelve  o'clock,  when  fhe  was 
delivered.  She  was  afterwards  much  better, 
but  her  fits  returned  again  in'  half  an  hour 
with  greater  violence  than  ever ;  her  intel- 
lect, during  the  intervals,  being  alfo  very 
imperfe6l. 

Eight  ounces  of  blood  were  taken  away, 
and  the  following  bolus  dired:ed  to  be  given 
immediately  after,  and  repeated  as  oceafion 
fhould  require  : 

R. 

Extradi.  Thebaic,  gr.  ifs. 
Mofch.  ^fs. 

ConfeSl.  Alkerr?j.  q.f.  ut  jiat  bolus. 
She  was  ftrongly  convulfed  in  the  night 
feveral  times,  and  by  feven  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  had  thirteen  fits  from  the  firfl 

attack 
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attack;  about  riine  fhe  was  better,  but 
complained  of  much  pain  in  her  head,  and 
forenefs  all  over  her  body. 

An  emollient  clyfter  was  adminiftered, 
and  her  temples  were  bathed  with  warm 
vinegar,  the  fumes  of  which,  fhe  alfo  drew 
up  her  nofe  :  Her  head  being  affeded,  the 
opiate  was  omitted,  but  about  nine  atnighr, 
it  was  repeated,  left  there  fhould  be  a  return 
of  the  convulfions.  The  next  morning 
flie  was  much  better  in  all  refpedts ;  had 
found,  refrefhing  lleep  in  the  night,  and 
perfpired  freely.  Frorh  this  time  the  fymp- 
^oms  of  weaknefs  gradually  went  off,  and 
in  a  few  days  Ihe  recovered. 

CASE  VI. 

I  was  fovoured  with  the  particulars  of 
the  following  cafe,  by  Mr.  H—  /,  an  apo- 
thecary in  town,  who  pradifes  midwifery, 
and  at  whofe  requeft  I  was  fent  for,  at  thf. 
time  the  patient  was  feized  with  convullions. 

Mrs. 
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Mrs.  H  ,  the  wife  of  a  tradefman  in 

yames-Stirety  Covent-Garien^  about  thirty 
years  of  age,  of  a  robuH:,  plethoric  habit, 
and  perfedly  healthy,  being  pregnant  with 
her  firfl  child,  was  feized  with  convulfions 
at  the  expiration  of  her  full  time,  and  during 
labor,  viz.  the  loth  oi  March y  1772  :  Her 
pulfe  was  full,  and  her  pains  feemed  natural, 
but  fo  moderate,  that  flie  was  not  at  firft 
examined  by  the  touch  :  In  lefs  than  an 
hour,  flie  was  attacked  with  vomiting  with- 
oiit  any  apparant  caufe,  and  complained  of 
pain  at  her  ftomach  :  A  little  warm  caudle 
was  given  her,  which  was  inftantly  thrown 
up  ;   the  pain  at  ftomach  became  violent 
and  the  vomitting  increafed  j   about  half 
an  hour  after,  flie  had  Jlrong  convuJfiojis y 
which  ceafed  by  intervals ;  flie  vomitted 
with  great  violence,  and  feveral  times  threw 
up  a  large  quantity  of  flimy  fluid,  mixed 
With  blood. 

During  this  time,  there  was  no  figns  of 
labor,  the  os  uteri  being  rigid  and  quite 

clofed, 
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clofed :  Every  paroxyfm  was  fucceeded  by 
a  feeming  profound  fleep,  attended  with 
fnoring,  or  rather  fnorting,  with  a  difcharge 
of  foam  from  her  mouth,  mixed  with  bloods 
She  was  in  this  fituation  when  I  firft  faw 
her.  Twelve  ounces  of  blood  were  imme- 
diately taken  away,  a  hlijiering  plajier  was 
apphed  to  the  nape  of  her  neck,  and 
finapifms  to  the  foles  of  her  feet :  I  pre- 
fcribed  a  bolus  with  iniifk  and  opium,  which 
being  diffolved  was  fwallowed  with  fome 
difficulty.  She  continued  fpeechlefs  and 
infenfible,  as  flie  had  been  from  the  firft  at- 
tack, but  the  convuliions  left  her,  and  the 
labor  pains  grew  ftronger  j  the  os  uteri 
then  dilated,  and  the  child  advanced  at  every 
pain,  infomuch  that  the  birth  was  fpeedily 
expedled :  On  a  fudden,  the  pulfe  funk, 
and  her  ftrength  being  perceived  to  leffen 
every  moment ;  the  child  which  was  dead, 
w^as  extraded  by  the  forceps,  and  in  about 
three  hours  after  flie  expired. 

RE- 
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REMARK. 

I  could  not  perceive  that  the  tongue  was 
wounded,  as  it  frequently  is  in  fuch  cafes  ; 
and  therefore  fiippofed  that  the  blood  dif- 
charged  from  her  mouth,  proceeded  from  a 
ruptured  veffeJ  in  the  ftomach  ;  otherwife 
an  cfnetk .wo\x\<\  have  been  proper,  lince  the 
vaft  quantity  of  glairy,  gnjlric  fiuid  thrown 
up,  denoted  lomething  amifs  in  that  part ; 
which,  like  the  urinary  bladder,  when  irri- 
tated by  a  ftone,  or  the  inteftines,  when  any 
painful  ftimulus  is  applied,  feparate  the 
fame  kind  of  mucus  in  great  abundance. 

CASE  VII. 
Auguji  the  l2th,  1772,  at  feven  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  I  was  defired,  as  foon  as 
poffible,  to  vifit  a  gentlewoman  at  Lambeth, 
who  was  feized  with  convulfions,  and  fup- 
pofed  to  be  in  labor.  Her  firft  midwife 
feeing  the  ftate  fhe  was  in,  and  fearing,  I 
fuppofe,  file  would  die,  pretended  bufinefs 
elfewhere,   and  left  her.     The  midwife 

who 
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who  was  afterwards  fent  for,  being  prefent, 
informed  me  her  pains  w^ere  inconfider- 
able,  and  that  the  os  uteri  \vz.s-  wtxy  lit- 
tle dilated.  Her  nails  were  black,  and 
her  arms  had  repeatedly  been  drawn  up 
with  great  violence  towards  her  body,  as  if 
affedted  with  cramp.  She  complained  of 
intolerable  pain  in  her  bowels,  and  was 
much  oppreffed  with  wind  at  ftomach, 
which  was  tenfe  and  fwelled  ;  her  pulfe 
was  frequent  and  irregular;  and  I  was  told 
fhe  had  long  labored  under  great  anxiety  of 
mind  and  dejedion  of  fpirits,  as  well  as  bo- 
dily pain.  Her  extremities  were  ordered  to 
be  gently  rubbed  with  warm  cloths,  and  af- 
terwards to  be  wrapped  in  hot  flannels.  I 
direded  the  following  draught,  and  alfo  an 
emollient  clyfter  to  be  adminiftered : 
R. 

ConfeB.  cardiac,  ^  fs. 
Aq.  Menth.  pip.  siynp.  i  ifs. 
Nucis  Mofchat.  ^iij, 
'  TinEl.  T^hehaic.  g"-  xx. 

B  b  Syr. 


37»  NATURE  AND  TREATMENT  OF 

Syr.  e  Me  con.      fat  haujlus  anodyn. 
quamprinium  exhibe?idus. 

As  llie  continued  in  great  pain,  and  fome 
lymptoms  of  convulsive  fpafms  appearing  in 
the  evening ;  feven  ounces  of  blood  were 
taken  away,  and  the  anodyne  draught  was 
repeated  :  She  difcharged  large  quantities  of 
wind  from  her  ftomach,  and  was  fo  much 
relieved  from  pain,  that  fhe  fell  into  a  pro- 
found fleep,  and  was  much  better  in  all  re- 
fpedts  the  next  morning  j  after  which  her 
labor  pains  came  on,  and  being  happily  de- 
livered about  one  o'clock  the  fame  day,  flie 
very  foon  recovered. 

Dr.  Gauhms,  in  his  Adve/faria,  mentions 
the  internal  ufe  of  the  flowers  of  zinc,  and 
informs  us  that  he  directed  them  with  fuc- 
eefs  in  the  cure  of  convulsive  and  fpafmodic 
difeafes ;  but  fuch  is  the  almofl:  infinite  va- 
riety of  caufes  from  whence  convulfions 
may  proceed,  that  what  will  relieve,  or  to- 
tally remove  them  in  one,  will  not  be  found 
in  the  leaft  beneficial  to  another;  and  I 

think 
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think  it  ftill  remains  for  further  experience 
to  determine,  whether  their  nledicinal  ef- 
fed:s  in  fuch  cafes,  are  to  be  depended  upon 
or  not.  Fifteen  grains,  or  even  a  fcruple  of 
the  flowers  of  z/nc  may  be  mixed  with  a 
dram  of  fine  fugar,  and  being  divided 
into  fiw'  parts,  one  of  them  may  be  given 
twice  a-day,  or  oftener,  as  occafion  re- 
quires. 


Next  to  Uterine  Haemorrhages  and 
Convulfionsj  the  Fleurify,  Dyfentcry  and. 
Smalt-Pox,  deferve  attention,  as  difeafes  of 
a  vcry.'deftrud:ive  natui*e  to  women  during 
pregnancy;  but  as  they  have  been  fully 
and  judicioufly  conlidered  by  authors  of  the 
eniihence;  I  fhall  only  take  a  curfory 
view  of  them,  in  order  to  fhew  how  much 
their  dangerous  tendency  is  then  increafed; 
as  well  as  to  point  out  that  peculiarity 
of  treatment,  which  at  this  time  they 
require. 

Bb,2  As 
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As  a  firm  and  compa6t  flate  of  the  folido 
are  obferved  to  i^^o(S.\icc  acute  difeafes  fo  lax 
fibres  and  a  delicate  habit  difpofe  the  body 
to  thofe  of  the  chronic  kind.  Wonrien,  there- 
fore, are  obferved  to  be  much  lefs  fubjedt  to 
-pleurify  than  men  ;  and  thofe  who  have  a 
bad  digeftion  and  phlegmatic  confiitution, 
are  feldom affedled  with  it  at  all;  according 
to  that  aphorifm  of  Hippocrates'.  acidum 
eruBant,  raro  fleuritici  fiiint. 

Although  flrong  m.afculine  women  who 
ufe  hard  exercife,  and  where  the  menfes 
have  been  deficient,  are  much  oftener  vifited 
with  it  than  others ;  I  have  feen  two  ot 
three  infi:ances,  where  thofe  of  a  very  con- 
trary kind  were  alfo  violently  affedled.*  The 
introdudion  of  this  difeafe,  and  its  fymp- 
toms,  may  therefore,  probably  fometimes 
arife  from  a  defedt  of  vis  vitae,  as  well 
as  from  excefs  of  it ;  for  inftance,  when  the 
quantity  of  animal  fluids  is  much  leffened, 
in  valetudinary,  exhaufted  women,  fo  is 

their 

4 

*  Vide  Child-bed  Fever,  page  223. 


PLEURISY. 

their  ftrength  lik^wife;  and  confeqjuently, 
four  ounces  of  blood,  which  fhall  accidently 
become  redundant,  will  render  fuch  women 
as  plelhoric,  and  over-load  their  vefTels  as 
much  at  one  time,  as  double  that  quantity- 
would  have  done  at  another,  when  they 
were  ftronger. 

In  the  beginning  of  this  difeafe,  the  pulfe 
is  commonly  hard,  full,  and  flrongj  but 
when  pains  in  the  fides  become  acute 
and  refpiration  difficult,  it  then  \o{ts 
its  firmnefs,  and  grows  more  foft  and  weak ; 
and  as  blood  cannot  now  pafs  freely  through 
the  lungs,  they  will  begin  to  participate  of 
inflammation;  and  the  pleurify  will  then 
be  complicated  with  peripneumony . 

Without  this  diffindiion,  and  particular 
regard  to  alteration  of  the  pulfe  j  bleeding 
would  often  be  omitted,  as  improper,  even  - 
when  moff  conducive  to  the  patient's  fafety, 
by  preventing  a  mortal fuffocation;  forfhe  is 
often  cut  off  by  difficulty  of  breathing, 
and  the  confequent  obffrudtion  of  blood  in 

the 


382  NATURE  AND  TREATMENT  OF 

the  lungs,  before  the  inflammation  has 
brought  on  any  colledtion  of  matter  in  the 
thorax.  The  indication  of  cure,  is  there- 
fore, rather  to  be  taken  from  refpiratiouy 
than  the  ftate  of  the  pulfe,  which  mani- 
feftly  depends  upon  the  former. 

Servius  who  opened  a  great  number  of 
thofe  who  died  of  the  pleurtfy  at  Rojiic, 
always  found  one  lobe  of  the  lungs  cor^ 
rupted,  but  the  pleura  was  either  flightly 
affedted,  or  altogether  untouched  by  in- 
flammation. 

In  mofl  acute  fevers  of  the  inflammatory 
kind;  fcarcely  anything  is  required,  be- 
fides  well-timed  evacuations,  with  plenti- 
ful dilution;  and  therefore,  b  lee  dingy  gentle 
laxathesy  and  the  faline  mixture  with  nitre y 
will  here  be  proper;  efpecially  when 
the  fkin  is  dry,  and  the  pulfe  hard  and 
full. 

When  the  patient  is  much  relieved  in 
the  beginning,  by  profufe  perfpiration,  and 
the  pulfe  becomes  more  foft  and  free ;  or 

where 
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where  fhe  is  benefitted  by  expeftoration  in 
the  progrefs  of  the  difeafej   bleeding  does 
not  feem  necefTary,  but  it  may  be  advanta- 
geoufly  directed  at  all  times,  whenever  a 
dangerous  difficulty  of  breathing  fuddenly 
comes  on  j  under  thefe  circumftances,  it  is 
fafe  and  rcquifite  in  women  with  child 
as  others;  and  even  more  fo,  in  thofe  who 
are  young,    and  naturally  of  a  plethoric 
habit  of  body,  and  who  are  not  advanced 
beyond  the  fourth  month  of  pregnancy ;  for 
the  embryo  being  then  fmall,  and  not  re- 
quiring the  whole  quantity  of  redundant 
blood ;  nature  often  finds  means  to  carry 
it  off  by  the  vagma,  left  it  fhould  over- 
fill  the  velTels,     and  injure  the  confti- 
tution. 

Where  expedloratibn  is  fuppreffed,  and 
difficulty  of  breathing  comes  on  ;  Baglivi 
recommends  the  application  of  blifters  to 
the  infides  of  the  legs,  and  alfo  mentions  the 
remarkable  good  effedts  of  warm,  diluting 
fluids,  taken  often  and  in  fmall  quantities. 

For 
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For  this  purpofe,  nothing  can  be  better  cal- 
culated than  the  decoSl.  pedior.  with  nitre  ; 
and  if  the  fleam  of  warm  water  is  fre- 
quently drawn  into  the  lungs  with  the 
infpired  air,  it  will  be  found  beneficial. 

Where  the  pain  is  extremely  acute  during 
refpiration  ;  fvvathing  or  binding  the  thorax 
with  a  broad  circular  bandage,  will  often 
procure  great  relief,  by  preventing 
elevation  of  the  fternum.,  and  diftenfion 
of  the  affedted  parts ;  for  then,  breathing  is 
principally  carried  on  by  a  greater  depref- 
fion  of  the  diaphragm,  at  each  infpira- 
tion;  but  this  would  be  highly  improper 
in  'gravid  women^  where  the  whole  abdomi- 
nal cavity  being  taken  ■  up  by  the 
inlarged  uterus^  the  motion  of  the  lungs 
would,  in  a  maimer,  be  fupprefTed,  and 
the  patient  fuffocated.  Etnetics,  for  the 
fame  reafon,  fliould  be  omitted,  or  given 
with  the  greatefl  caution ;  efpecially  in  full 
habitSj  where  bleeding  has  not  preceded,  or 
where  figns  oidelirium  appear. 

To 
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To  promote  expectoration,  either  of  the 
following  medicines  may  be  direded,  ac- 
cording to  the  degree  of  inflammation, 
.  .  and  the  nature  of  the  fymptoms  : 
R. 

01.  Lini  per  exprefs.  lii. 
Spt.  Sal.  ammoniac,  g'^-  xx. 
Aq.Pukg.Jimp.iifs. 
Oxymel.  Set  Hit.  yjfat  hanjlus  ^taqnaq. 
horci  fumendus. 
R. 

Sal.  Abfinth.  3/. 
Succ.  Limon.  Ifs. 
Sperm.  Cetifolut.  'hfs, 

Aq.  Hyjfop'  5^. 

Syr.  balfamic  'hi fiat  hauftus. 
The  application  of  a  blifieji?7g  plaifter  to 
the  effeded  part  feems  moft  rational  after 
bleeding,  &c.  but  where-ever  the  pain  is  fix- 
ed, deep  feated,  and  fo  acute,  as  to  occafion 
much  difficulty  of  breathing,  in  the  begin- 
ning ;  it  may  then  be  directed  with  great  fafc- 
ty  and  advantage,  as  I  have  obferved  feveral 

times, 
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times.  In  fhort,  the  treatment  Tf  this 
difeafe  in  pregnant  womeny  with  fome  ex- 
ceptions, is  nearly  the  fame  as  in  thofe 
who  are  not  fo,  although  the  event  is  much 
more  dangerous  j  according  to  Hippocrates y 
viz.  Mulierem  in  utero  gerentem,  ab  acuto 
aliqno  morbo  corripi^  lethale, 

Mrs.  M-yJ,esQi  Wejiminjler,  aged  thirty- 
two,  and  of  a  weakly  conftitution;  in 
the  fourth  month  of  her  pregnancy,  was 
feized  with  an  acute^  injlammatory  fever^ 
fuppofed  to  have  been  communicated  by 
her  hufband,  who  was  then  recovering 
from  a  dangerous  illnefs  of  the  like  kind, 
which  had  confined  him  to  his  room 
three  weeks.  I  was  defired  to  vifit  her 
the  aifl  of  July  i'j']2  i  her  pulfe  was 
frequent  and  fomewhat  full,  her  tongue 
foul,  and  thirft  immoderate ;  flie  com- 
plained of  head-ach,  which  had  con- 
tinued violent  from  the  beginning,  and 
prevented  her  having  reft.  Being  ill 
liear  a  week  before  I  faw  li.er,  fome  medi- 
cines. 
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icines  had  been  given,  and  a  blifter  ap- 
plied :    As  I  was  informed  there  were 
ligns  of  intermiflion  towards  morning,  I 
direded  the  following  draught: 
R. 

Sal.  Abjinth,  9  /, 

Succ.  Limon.  ?  fs  mifce  &  affund^ 

DecoB.  Peruv.  Cort.  §  /. 

Aq.  Cinn.  jimp,  "hiij,  fiat  haujins  ^^ia 
quaq.  hord  exhibendus. 

Her  complaints  continued  without  much 
alteration  the  two  following  days  j  but  on 
the  twenty-fourth  her  pulfe  was  hard,  the 
hands  tremulous,  and  her  eyes  appeare4 
bright  and  -inflamed  ;  fliq  was  delirious  by 
turns,  and  raved  much  in  the  night,  which 
fhe  pafled  without,  fleep.  Eight  ounces  of 
blood  were  taken  from  the  arm,  and  an 
emollient  clyfter  was  adminiflered  j  fhe  af- 
terwards took  one  of  the  following  pow- 
ders, which  was  ordered  to  be  repeated  in 
three  hours,  if  the  firfl:  produced  no  fen- 
iible  effedts. 

R.  T:art. 
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R. 

I^art.  emef.  gr.  ij. 
Magnes.  alb.  5  fs.  contere  &  fiat  Pulv. 
in  fex  partes  dividend. 

The  25th,  the  febrile  fymptoms  feemed 
to  abate,  and  Ihe  was  fomething  better, 
having  had  refrefhing  fleep  foon  after  bleeds 
ing,  the  preceding  day :  The  powder  firft 
given  proved  gently  emetic,  and  afterwards 
produced  moiflure  on  the  Ikin ;  her  pulfe 
being  fofterj  the  draught,  which  was  firft 
prefcribed,  was  again  repeated  every  four 
or  five  hours. 

On  the  27th,  flie  was  ftill  more  cool  and 
free  from  fever,  but  extremely  weak  and 
languid ;  and  as  the  urine  depofited  copious 
fediment,  I  prefcribed  the  following  draught, 
and  defired  that  weak  broth,  and  light  nou- 
rifhment  might  be  given  as  often  as  her 
ftomach  re(]^uired, 


R.  Injus. 
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R. 

Infus.  Peruv.  Cort.fortifs.  confeB.  I  ifs, 
Ext  rati,  ejufd.  moll.  9/. 
Spt.  Lavend.  c. 
Confedi.  Alkerm.  5  ij.fiat  hanjlus  &^ta  quaq? 
bora  exhibendns. 

She  continued  this  medicine  upwards  of  ' 
a  week,    and  gradually  gaining  llrength 
every  day,  at  laft  perfedtly  recovered  with- 
out abortiofi. 


A  preternatural  inteflinal  difcharge  is 
ufually  called  Diarrhceuy  but  when  mixed 
with  blood,  or  attended  with  pain  and 
fever,  it  is  then  termed  a  Dysentery  or 
BLOODY  FLUX  :  Tliis  difeafc  may  arifc 
from  damp,  foul  air,  obftrudled  perfpiration, 
or  corrupted  food;  it  may  alfo  be  com- 
municated by  infedion,  or  brought  on 
by  fliarp  humors,  which  vellicatc  the  inte- 
rior 
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rior  furfacc  of  the  inteftincs,  and  determine 
the  blood  in  too  large  a  quantity  to  their 
tender  velfels. 

There  have  been  feme  few  inftances 
where  blood  was  obferved  to  proceed  from 
the  inteftines,    without    pain  or  lofs  of 
ftrength  j  and  where  the  fuppreffion  of  this 
flux  produced  very  dangerous  fymptoms, 
viz.  vertigo,   epilepfy,   or  even  madnefs. 
It  may  therefore  be  reafonably  fuppofed, 
that  fuch  evacuations  were  truly  critical, 
and  fupplied  the  want  of  fome  other  dif- 
charge  j  as  that  of  bleeding  piles,  or  perhaps 
the  redundant  blood,  which  is  fometimes 
carried  off  by  the  vagina,  in  the  firft  months 
of  pregnancy.  Where  the  ftools  arc  fanious 
and  fcetid,  attended  with  pain,  fever,  ^nd 
tenefmus ;  it  would  be  equally  improper  to 
put  an  early  Ifop  to  the  difcharge. 

It  is  not  difficult  to  diilinguifli  between 
the  hsemorrhidal  flux,  and  dyfenteric 
blood;  as  the  firfl  is  generally  evacuated 
with  inconfiderable  pain,  which  is  local  and 

confined 
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confined  to  the  redlum;  whereas,  indyfen- 
tery,  the  pain  is  often  very  acute  and  univer- 
fal:  Befides,  in  the  haemorrhoids;  the  blood 
is  voided  firft,  but  in  the  other  difeafe,  it  is 
either  mixed  with  faeces,  or  comes  away 
afterwards  by  the  efforts  of  ftraining. 

"When  pain  in  the  bowels  is  violent  and 
excruciating,  but  not  foon  followed  by  ftools, 
it  may  always  be  looked  upon  as  a  very  dan- 
gerousJign,  which  fhews  that  the  fmall  intef- 
tines  are  affedted  ;  and  if  the  patient  is  not 
foon  relieved,  or  particularly,  if  a  difficulty 
of  fvvallowing  and  hiccough  come  on;  it 
denotes  a  mortification^  and  fhews  that  death 
is  at  hand. 

If  the  difeafe  is  long  protracted,  the  in- 
teftines  lofe  their  retentive  and  abforbenf 
power ;  and  the  food  taken  into  the  ftomacli 
inftead  of  being  converted  into  chyle,  for 
the  nourifhment  of  the  body,  is  hurried 
thro'  the  inflamed  inteftines;  which  being, 
ftripped  of  their  niucus  and  excoriated,  are 
affe(lted  with  pain  and  tormina,  from  the 

acrimony 
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acrimony  of  their  contents :  Hence,  as  the 
blood  is  deprived  of  attemperating  fluids, 
thefecretion  urine  andperfpiratioji  becomes 
defedlive,  and  the  patient  will  be  nearly  in 
the  fame  fituation  as  one  after  long  fafting; 
confequently,  from  the  rancid  acrimony 
prevailing  in  the  body,  this  difeafe,  towards 
its  conclufion,  like  moft  others,  will  be- 
come of  the  putrid  kind. 

In  this  difordered  ftate  of  the  female  habit, 
i\vefoetus  in  liter  oht\\\g  robbed  of  its  nourifh- 
ment  will  die  and  the  placentary  vejels 
which  from  thence  derive  their  energy 
and  abforbing  power,  will  now  feparate 
from  the  womb,  like  blighted  fruit  in  ve- 
getables, and  the  patient  will  mifcarry. 

Although  the  caufe  of  this  difeafe  is  dif- 
ferent; the  treatment  of  it  is  fo  fimilar  to 
that  of  the  obflinate  diarrhoea  attending 
Child-Bed  Fever,  that  I  fhall  not  trouble 
the  Reader  with  a  repetition  of  what  is  laid 
down  on  that  fubjedt ;  but  only  obferve, 
in  thofe  cafes  where,  from  the  patient's  ex- 

celfive 
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ceffive  pain,  one  might  have  been  tempted 
to  direft  opiatesy  they  feldom  procured  laft- 
ing  eafe ;  efpecially  in  the  early  ftate  of  this 
diforder;  but  on  the  contrary,  often  increafed 
the  oppreffion  at  ftomach  and  pain  in '  the 
bowels,  by  leflening  their  expulfive  motion, 
and  locking  up  thofe  corrupted,  offending 
humors  which  ought  to  have  been  carried 
off.  Therefore,  laxative  medecines  which 
pafs  without  much  irritation,  with  rice- 
water  for,  common  drink,  and  the  frequent 
ufe  of  emollient  clyfters,  or  thofe  made 
with  ftarch,  where  the  mucus  of  the  intef- 
tines  is  abraded;  will  generally  be  found  to 
afford  relief. 

Where  the  habit  is  plethoric,  and  much 
pain  or  fever  attend ;  the  cure  fhould  com- 
mence with  lofs  of  blood,  other  wife,  it 
will  not  be  abfolutely  neceffary.  Gentle 
emetics,  fuch  as  the  following,  may  then  be 
given  two  or  three  times;  by  intervals  of 
three  or  four  days,  as  the  ftrength  will  per- 
mit : 

C  c  R.  T:art, 
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R. 

Puh.  Ipecac,  gr.  xv, 
;     Magnefs.  alb,  i-,fs. 
Aq.  Alex.  Jimp,  g  vi, 

Cxymel.  Sell  lit.  B  fiat  inijlura  cujus 
fumat  Cochlearia  duoy  ohlata  occajione. 

"When  the  above  medicine  does  not  a€t  as 
an  emetic,  it  generally  proves  gently  cathar- 
tic, or  opens  the  cutaneous  pores,  which 
will  be  found  greatly  to  allifl:  in  the  cure, 
the  fympathy  between  the  Ikin  and  bowels 
being  very  remarkable,  as  may  be  obfervfed 
in  confumptive  habits ;  for  the  habitual 
diarrhsea  which  then  often  attends  is  almoft 
conftantly  better  or  worfe,  as  the  colliqua- 
tive fweats  are  more  or  lefs  profufe.  During 
the  intervals,  either  of  the  following  medi-. 
cines  may  be  given  tw^ice  a-day,  or  oftener, 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  fymptoms, 
or  violence  of  the  difcharge ;  and  if  the  pa- 
tient is  much  harraffed  with  pain,  and  can 
get  no  reft;  thirty  or  forty  drops  of  thebaic 
tinEiure  may  be  occafionally  added  to  the 
clyfter  i 

R.  Fuk. 
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R. 

Puh.  Rhei.  gr.  v. 

ConfcB.  cardiac.  31  fat  Bolus. 

R. 

Puh.  Gall.  Ale  p. 

  Nucts  Mofchat.  aa  ^fs. 

Syr.  e  Mecoii.  q.f.  ut  fiat  Bolus. 
When  this  difeafe  is  not  attended  with 
pain  or  fever,  it  then  often  arifes  from 
weaknefs  and  relaxation  of  the  bowels  ;  and 
therefore,  opiates  and  mild  aftringents  may 
Jbe  direded  :  The  following  bolus,  or  fome- 
thing  of  the  like  kind  may  be  given  twice 
a-day,  with  a  tea-cup  full  of  aq.  calcis^  to 
which,  milk  may  be  added  in  the  quantity 
of  a  third  part.  A  flannel  fliift  fliould  alfo 
be  wom  next  the  fkin,  and  the  itoX.  kept 
extremely  warm. 
R. 

,  Puh.  e  Succin.  c.  gr.  x. 

Co?tfe^.  cardiac,  ^ifiat  Bolus. 
A  lady  in  Great  ^een-Street^  near  twenty 
one  years  of  age,  and  of  a  very  delicate  habit 

%  of 
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of  body;  in  the  feventh  month  of  pregnan- 
cy, was  affedted  with  a  diarrhoea,  from 
anxiety  of  mind.  Though  flie  took  opiates 
and  other  medicines,  it  continued  almoft 
without  intermiffion,  *till  the  middle  of  the 
eighth  month ;  when  the  pain  in  her  bowels 
became  very  violent,  and  blood  with  mucus 
was  difcharged  with  the  ftools  :  She  was 
Oppreffed  with  great  ficknefs  at  ftomach, 
and  often  threw  up  large  quantities  of  ropy 
yellow  phlegm,  mixed  with  blood.  She 
had  very  little  appetite,  or  natural  reft  ; 
complained  much  of  head  ach,  and  labored 
under  a  flow  fever,  and  hedlic  heats,  after 
taking  the  leaft  nourifhment ;  Her  pulfe  was 
very  languid  and  unequal ;  in  fhort,  Ihe 
was  reduced  to  the  laft  degree  of  weakn•="fs^ 
Opiates,  which  I  at  firft  directed,  fcarcely 
procured  her  any  fleep  or  lafling  eafe, 
neither  was  the  diarrhoea  abated ;  being 
conftantly  difturbed  feven  or  eight  times 
in  the  night,  and  during  the  twenty-four 
hours,  had  fometimes  fixteen  or  eighteen 

motions. 
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motions,  though  at  laft,  nothing  was  voided 
"but  a  red,  glairy  fubftance,  Hke  flakes  of 
half-putrified  flefti.  I  then  prefcribed  the 
following  powders,  one  of  which  fhe  took 
in  rice  water  twice  a-day.  The  firft  pow- 
der made  her  fick,  but  did  not  prove  emetic, 
and  although  they  always  checked  the 
loofenefs, .  it  never  totally  went  off  till 
within  a  few  days  after  delivery  ;  at  which 
time  0e  was  better  in  all  refpe^Ss,  and  free 
from  pain : 

R.  T^art.  e?net.  gr.  ij. 

Puh.  Contrayer.  c.  5  /.  fedule  contere 
&  fat  puhis  in  fex  partes  dividendus. 

Starch  clyfters  were  adminiftered,  and 
her  common  drink  was  rice-water,  with 
addition  of  gum  arable,  which  agreed  with 
her  better  than  any  thing  elfe. 

After  delivery,  the  purging  commenced 
with  as  much  violence  as  ever,  attended 
with  excruciating  pain  in  her  bowels  ;  the 
(tools  being  very  foetid,  and  mixed  with 

blood 
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blood  as  before.  The  next  day,  her  pain 
was  ftill  exceffive,  and  the  purging  con- 
tinued :  Her  nails  began  to  turn  black  j 
fhe  was  feized  with  a  Ihivering  fit,  and 
immediately  fell  into  convuljionsy  which 
lafted  upwards  of  an  hour  ;  her  body  being 
agitated  at  different  times  with  great  vio-. 
lence.  As  the  fit  went  off,  and  llie  feemed 
better,  I  was  not  fent  for  tili .  the  eighth 
day,  at  which  time  the  purging  returned^ 
and  the  acute  pain  in  her  bowels  threw  her 
into  another  fit,  which  for  a  time,  deprived 
her  of  all  fenfe.  05iober  the  l7th,l  1772, 
I  directed  fiarch  clyffers,  with  t\venry  drops 
of  tind;.  thebaic,  to  be  given  twice  a-day, 
but  in  fmall  quantities  and  only  milk 
warm  J  her  body  and  limbs  were  wrapped 
in  warm  flannels,  and  as  I  obferved  that 
nothing  relieved  her  fo  much  as  the  pow- 
ders fhe  had  before  taken,  they-;  were 
again  repeated :  She  was  better  after  _  the 
fecond  powder ;  both  the  pain  and  diarrfioea 
being  fenfibly  abated^  To  avoid  the  dan- 
ger 
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ger  of  relapfe,  the  powders  were  continued 
once  or  twice  a-day  for  upwards  of  a  week, 
and  with  care  and  proper  nourifliment,  fhe 
gradually  recovered.  Towards  the  end  of 
the  month,  fhe  took  the  following  draught 
night  and  morning  for  ten  days': 
R. 

Cort.  peruv.  Pulv.  I fs. 
FoL  Rofar.  rub.  fee, 
Cort,  Cinn.  aa.  "sj . 

Aq.  bullient.  ix  poji  macerat.  idon,  cola, 

Hujus  colat.  I  ifs. 
Tindi.  japonic  'hij,  ~ 
Co7ifeB.  Alkerm,  5  i.  fiat  hanjius  noBeq. 
mane  exhibendus. 

This  medicine  affifted  her  greatly,  by 
ftrengthening  the  bowels  ,^nd  increafing 
her  appetite,  and  at  laft  ilie  was  reftored  to 
her  former  ftate  of  health ;  but  from  taking 
cold,  or  other  accidental  caufes,  is  ftill  apt 
to  be  flightly  affected  with  her  former  com- 
plaints. 

The 
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The  late  Baron  Van  Swieten,  in  the 
fifth  and  laft  volume  of  his  Commentaries^ 
a  work  which  will  render  his  name  venera- 
ble to  pofterity,  remarks  the  following  cir- 
cumftances,  from  his  own  experience,  in 
what  relates  to  AS'OT^//-j!)i?jc,  viz.  that  the 
method  of  preparation  ufually  obferved,  be- 
fore the  artificial  communication  of  thatdif- 
eafe,  may  be  omitted  without  danger  j  for 
at  the  Orp/jan-houfey  fituated  in  the  fuburbs 
of  Vienna  ;  though  there  was  not  any  varia- 
tion in  the  diet  of  thofe  inoculatedy  from 
the  reft ;  no  inconvenience  was  perceived 
to  follow.  But  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that 
they  all  breathed  open  air  for  the  whole 
day,  and  flept  in  fpacious  and  lofty  bed- 
chambers, well  perflated  j  hence  arofe  the 
opinion  which  now  prevails  with  fome; 
that  thofe  who  labor  under  the  natural 
Small-pox  will  recover  as  eafily  as  others 
who  are  inoculated ;  without  much  regard 
to  diet  or  medicine,  provided  that  they  fuf- 
ficiently  enjoy  the  influence  of frejh  air. 

Ac- 
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According  to  the  calculation  of  Dr.  Juririy 
feveral years  ago, about  one  infix  orfeven  died 
by  the  natural  fmall  pox  j  but  of  thofe  who 
>vere  inoculated,  fcarceiy  one  in  forty-eight. 
If  the  calculation  is  juft,  it  appears  that  this 
deflru6tive  malady  is  rendered  much  milder 
by  the  method   of  treatment ;   fince  the 
number  of  thofe  who  die,  compared  to  thofe 
who  recover,  is  happily  now  very  fmall ; 
even  in  the  natural  fort,  except  they  happen 
to  'women   with   child^    during   an  un- 
healthy feafon  of  the  year,  where  they  be- 
come complicated-  with  other  difeafes  of  the 
epidemic  kind :  This  favourable  circumftance 
feems  principally"  owing  to  the  fame  treat,- 
ment  in  the  natural  fmall  pox,  as  had  been 
found  fo  remarkably  beneficial  in  thofe  com- 
mucicated  by  inoculation,  in  which,  fcarceiy 
one  in  four  ]oiindred  XiQiSV  ^^Xfi. 

Abftemious,,  .laxative  diet,  ,will  be  pro- 
per in  the  beginning  j  fuch  as  that  of  roafted 
apples,  ripe  oranges,  or  other  cooling  vege-? 

tables 


402  NATURE  AND  TREATMENT  OF 

tables  of  the  folutive  kind ;  alfo  milk-pot- 
tage, or  gruel  fweetened  with  honey,  and  a 
fmall  quantity  of  nitre. 

In  adults  and  thofe  of  ftrong  habits, 
bleeding  is  generally  neceflary,  being  fo  far 
from  retarding  the  eruption,  that  it  appears 
more  kindly  after  that  evacuation.  One  of 
the  following  powders  will  then  be  proper, 
and  may  be  given  for  .two  or  three  nights 
fucceffively,  as  occafion  requires. 

R. 

Calomel,  ppt. 

Sulph.  pr^cipitat.  aa  gr. 

Tarf,  emetic  gr.  ij  contere  ^  fat  puh. 
fubtilifs.  in  fex  partes  dividend, 
i  As  foon  as  the  eruption  appears,  if  the 
inflammatory  fymptoms  run  high,  and  it 
feems  to  rufti  out  too  haftily,  the  following 
cathartic  draught  fhould  immediately  be 
given ;  efpecially,  if  the  previous  ufe  of  the 
powders  has  not  fufficiently  emptied  the 
bowels : 


R.  Infus, 
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R. 

Infus,  Sen.  Imoniat,  i  ij. 
Mann,  calab.  "^iij.foh, 
Spt.  Lavend.  c.  5  /.  jiat  haujlus.  : 
During  the  fy  mptoms  oh  eruptive  fever ^ 
the  patieftt  may  drink  -as  much^  cold  fpring 
water  as^her  thirft  requires.   At  this-  time 
flie  ougte,"  by  no  means,  to  be  confined  to 
her  bed,  or  a  warm  room,  but  fhould  walk 
gently  about  in  frelh,   open  air,  taking 
care  at  her  return,  not  to  expofe  herfelf  to 
it  in  a  full  ftream,  by  fitting  between,  open 
doors  or  windows  5  and  however  flrange 
the  praa:ice  might  at  firft  appearv  it  is  now 
fufficiently  juftifted  and  confirmed  by  the 
conftant  and  daily' fiiccefs  which  attends  it. 

This  method  was  firft  followed  and  recom- 
mended by  the  judicious  who  was 
often  unmercifuly  cenfured  for  venturing  to 
depart  from  the  common  practice ;  but  being 
convinced  by  repeated  experience  of  uts-  fa^ 
latury  'effed:,  afrd  airtiing  at  nothing  fo 
mlich  as  the  public -good,  he  fubmitted  to 

undeferved 
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undcferved  reproaches,  and  thought  himfclf 
amply  repaid  by  the  fatisfaftion  arifing 
from  a  confcientious  difqharge  of  his  duty, 
and  the  benevolent  feelings  of  his  own  heart. 
But  although  the  fuccefs  attending  the  pre- 
fent  practice,  is  chiefly  and  originally  owing 
to  the  fagacious  and  'mcom^3.vSih\e  Sydenham ; 
thofe  -  who  have  fince  been  the  means  of 
boldly  oppofing  popular  errors,  and  per- 
manently eftabliiliing  that  method  which 
contributes  to  the  prefervation  of  thoufands, 
alfo  deferve  their  proper  fhare  of  praife. 

By  the  Uberal  ufe  of  cold  water,  and 
influence  of  frejh  air^  the  fick  find  them* 
lelves  revived  in  a  moft  extraordinary  man- 
ner; the  frequency  and  fulnefs  of  the  pulfe 
is  obferved  to  abate,  thirfl:  becomes  lefs,  and 
the  fymptomatic  fever  being  almoft  ex- 
tinguiflied,  a  free  perfpiration  ufually  fuc- 
ceeds,  accompanied  with  ^  favorable  erup- 
tion; after  which,  nothing  more  feems  ne- 
ceflary,  but  only  to  forward  the  maturation 
of  the  puftules,  by  fupplying  the  patient 

plentifully 
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plentifully  with  milk  and  water,  tea,  or  any 
thins:  of  the  like  kind.  At  this  time,  the 
body  ought  to  be  kept  cool  and  temperate 
by  emollient  clyfters  and  gentle  laxatives, 
as  the  ftate  of  the  bowels  may  require. 

Where  the  variolous  eruption  is  compli- 
cated w^ith  a  thick  milUary  rajh,  it  will  be 
proper  to  leffen  the  cooling  regimen,  and 
allow  the  patient  white- wine  whey,  or  very 
weak  broth,  inftead  of  cold  fluids. 

A  phrenzy  happening  the  third  or  fourth 
day  after  the  eruption,  is  an  alarming 
fymptom.  Bleeding  and  emollient  clyfters 
may  here  be  diredted,  and  the  patient  fhould 
be  kept  cool  j  leeches  may  be  applied  to  her 
temples,  and  the  following  julep  taken 
occafionallyj  alfo  barley  water,  with  the 
addition  of  nitre,  and  vegetable  acids  for 
common  drink. 

R. 

Aq.font.  purijs.  5  vij. 

Spt.  nitri  dulc.  5  /V/. 

Syr.  Violar.  ifs  fiat  Julepum. 

Purples 
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Purples  on  the  fkin  denote  great  danger, 
efpecially  if  the  pock  is  confluent  j  but 
where  bloody  urine  is  voided  at  the  fame  time, 
it  may  be  looked  upon  as  a  mortal Jign. 
Thofe  appearances,  however,  are  not  always 
the* genuine  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe,  but 
often  arife  from  heating  regimen,  and  too 
great  a  degree  of  circulating  power.  As 
the  firft  may  be  owing  to  a  putrid  diffo- 
lution  of  blood,  they  are  much  more  dan- 
gerous than  the  other,  and  therefore,  a 
diftind:ion  Ihould  be  made  refpecfting  their 
treatment.  In  thofe  of  the  putrid  ki?jd,  an- 
tifeptic  medicines  may  be  given  j  a  de- 
codtion  of  barky  with  elixir  of  vitriol^  or 
tindiure  of  rofes  will  be  proper,  but  in  the 
injlammatory  fort,  bleeding  and  laxatives 
with  nitrous  drinks  fhould  be  directed . 

Towards  the  height,  about  the  eighth 
or  ninth  day  j  the  fecondary  putrid  fever, 
which  might  otherwife  then  commence,  is 
to  be  prevented  hy  purgatives^  if  poffible; 
therefore  the  fame  catharti;:  draught  which 

was 
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was  given  in  the  beginning,,  rtiay  be  re- 
peated'every  other  day,  or  as  the  ftrength 
will  permit.  Opiates  are  now  proper, 
efpecially  after  operation  of  the  purge, 
or  when  the  patient  is  reftlefs  and  in  pain; 
but  fhould  a  dilirium  or  difficulty  of 
breathing  come  on,  they  fliould  be  wholly 
omitted. 

Where  the  circulation  flags,  and  the 
puftules,  inftead  of  maturating  and  growing 
fuller,  feem  to  flatten  and  look  pale ;  fnakc' 
root,faffrofi,  and  fuch  like  warm  medicines^ 
have  been  recommended;  but  as  far  as  I 
have  been  able  to  obferve,  nothing  has 
equalled  the  good  efl^edls  of  Jones's  powder, 
or  ejnetic  tartar\  given  at  firfl:  in  fuch  quan- 
tity as  to  prove  gently  emetic,  and  after- 
wards,, to  a(5l  as  alteratives  only. 

Some;dire(5l  the  limbs  to  be  bliftcred  at 
this  ti^^9,.  and  others  do  not  fcruple  to  give 
cold  wat.er  )  and  indeed,  confidering-its  falu^ 
taiy  effeas  in  the  beginning,  fuch  a  flep  does 

not 
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not  appear  altogether  exceptionable ;  parti- 
cularly if  it  be  eameilly  defired  by  the  pa-  • 
tient* 

Where  the  falivatioriy  which  ufually  at- 
tends the  confluent  fmall-pox,  fuddenly 
ftops,  the  patient  generally  dies  about  the 
eleventh  or  twelfth  day;  efpe,cially,  if  her 
face  and  hands  do  not  then  begin  to  fwell, 
or  where  fome  other  evacuation  does  not 
immediately  follow.  To  encourage  the 
fpitting,  the  head  may  be  held  over  the 
fleam  of  warm  water,  and  the  following 
garifm  may  frequently  be  ufed : 

R. 

A(^.  hordeat.  Ib.y. 

^al.  Ammon.  crud.  3  ij. 

Mell.  I js  fiat  Gargaj-ifoia. 
Thofe  who  are  feized  with  fmalUpox  in 
the  pregnant  ftate,  have  generally  much 
more  eafy  and  expeditious  labors  than  other 
women:  However  extraordinary  this  cir- 
cumftance  may  appear,  I  have  feen  it  veri- 
fied in  many  inftances ;  and  indeed,  never 

yet 
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yet  found  it  otherwife  in  any  cafe,  where 
the  labor  was  ftridtly  natural.  It  cannot  be 
owing  to  general  weaknefs  and  relaxa- 
tion of  the  body ;  in  confequence  of  which 
the  child  might  be  fuppofed  to  meet  with- 
lefs  refinance  in  the  birth;  for  if  fo,  the 
uterus  would  participate  of  the  efFed:,  and  its 
expulfive  force  being  diminifhed,  labor,  in- 
ftead  of  being  fooner  over,  would  probably: 
be  rendered  more  tedious  and  lingering. 

In  the  mifcelldn,natur .curios .  maybe  found 
feveral  inftances  of  women  dying  gravid,' 
who  were  afterwards  delivered  of  living 
children ;  Horjiius  alfo  relates  a  hiftory  of 
this  kind  j  and  Raymond^  in  his  book  de 
ortu  infantum  contra  naturam^  is  full  of  fuch 
wonderful  ftories  which  -  are  fitter  to  enter- 
tain old  women  and  nurfes,  than  men  of 
fcience,  yet  the  celebrated  Hoffman^vAio  does 
not  feem  behind  hand  with  any  of  them  in 
credulity,  attempts  ferioufly  to  account  for 
fuch  extraordinary  births,  by  the  expanfion 
of  putrid  air,  in  the  body  of  the  foetus. 

D  d  Several 
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Several  years  ago,  I  was  fent  for,  to  a 
tradefman's  wife  in  Mount-Jlreety  Berkley- 
fquarc,  who  was  taken  with  labor  juft  at 
the  height  of  the  fmall  -pox ;  but  being  then 
at  fome  diftance,  fhe  was  delivered  without 
any  affiftaince  before  I  got  there,  and  died 
the  next  day. 

^Ju/y  the  1 2th  1767,  A/jn  Moody  was  ad- 
mitted into  the  Weji mi njier  Lying-in  Hofpi". 
taJ,  .  with  fymptoms  of  labor,  and  being 
btherwife  very  ill,  was  allowed  to  remain 
longer  than  ufual  before  delivery.  The fmall 
pox  appeared  foon  after  admiffion,  but  as  the 
eruption  was  at  firft  taken  for  a  rafh,  I  was 
not  acquainted  with  it  until  feveral  days 
after :  She  was  delivered  of  a  dead  child, 
about  eight  months  old;  the  ninth  day 
after  the  eruption,^  without  much  pain,  or 
the  ufual  efforts  of  labor :  The  puftules 
were  of  the  confluent  kind,  and  very  thick 
on  her  ikin,  together  with  purples^  for 
which  a  deco^ion  of  bark  with  elixir  of  vitriol 

was 


SMALL      POX.  411. 

Was  given,  but  without  effedt ;  for  fhe  died 
delirious  the  day  after  delivery. 

January  the  r4th,  1768,  Efiher  Grace 
was  admitted  into  \h.QHofpital,  and  delivered 
the  third  day  after,  of  a  living  child,  and  at 
her  full  titne :    Though  her  pains  were 
very  inconfiderable,  the  birth  was  fo  quick 
and  eafy,  as  not  t6  require  any  kind  of  affift- 
ance:  The  next  day  the  fmall  ^ox appeared. 
She  was  carefully  removed  in  a  chair  the 
fifth  day,  and  died  three  days  after,  being 
thp  eighth  from  the  time  of  eruption.  The 
child  was  nurfed  and  taken  care  ofi;ifi  the 
Hofpital,  but  died  at  eight  days  old;  though 
without  any  eruption  on  its  body,  or  other 
fymptoms  of  fmall  pox. 

February  the  8th,  1770,  I  attended  Mrs. 

C  n,  at  Lambeth,  who  had  the  fmall  pox 

in  the  fifth  month  of  pregnancy  :  She  was 
young,  and  of  a  ftrong,  healthy  conftitution, 
but  very  full  of  eruption,  which  was  rather 
of  the  confluent  than  diftind:  kindi  As  I 
was  called  to  her  in  the  beginning  of  the 
Dd  2  difeafe", 
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difeafe,  it  was  treated  by  the  cooling  regimen 
already  mentioned  ;   the  weather  being  at 
the  fame  time  intenfely  cold.    The  /pitting^ 
which  had  affiled  her  greatly,  began  to  di- 
minifh  very  much,  a  little  after  the  height. 
About  the  twelfth  or  thirteenth  day,  fhe 
was  exceeding  ill  j   the  fymptoms  of  fe- 
condary  fever  were  then  violent,  and  fhc 
was  unable  to  fpeak  or  fwallow,  except  with 
great  difficulty.    Nothing  at  this  time  re- 
lieved fo  much  as  a  purging  droughty  which 
flie  took  every  other  day  :  As  her  ftrength 
and  fpirits  were  always  better,  and  the  bad 
fymptoms  evidently  lefs  violent  on  the  days 
Ihe  took  the  purge,  I  diredted  it  to  be  made 
weaker,  and  repeated,  it  for  three  days  fuc- 
ceffively.    She  now  recovered  daily,  and  at 
the  end  of  three  weeks,  was  able  to  take  the 
air;  but  what  appeared  rather  extraordi- 
nary, although  fhe  had  efcaped  abortion 
during  the  difeafe,  fhe  mifcarried  about  a 
month  after  her  firfl  going  abroad. 


About 
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About  the  fame  time,  viz.  February  the 
24th,  1770,  I  was  dcfired  to  vifit  Mrs. 

P  r,    near  the   Hofpital,   who  then 

labored  under  the  fmall  pox,  in  the  eighth 
month  of  pregnancy.  Her  midwife  in- 
formed me  flie  was  dehvered  foon  after 
the  eruption  appeared,  with  fo  much  pre- 
cipitation, that  the  infant  fell  on  the 
floor,,  as  fhe  was  affiiling  her  in  getting  to 
bed.  I  faw  her  the  ninth  day  from  the 
eruption,  which  was  large  in  quantity 
and  of  the  worft  confluent  kind :  Broad 
purple  fpots  almoft  every  where  over-fpread 
that  part  of  her  fkin  where  the  puftules 
were  wanting  j  there  were  befides,  feveral 
fmall  veficles  on  her  breaft  filled  with  a 
yellow  fluid,  like  the  ferum  of  blood,  and 
fome  with  bloody  ichor;  but  as  her  water 
came  away  involuntarily,  I  could  not  tell 
whether  the  urine  was  bloody  or  not.  She 
was  alfo  delirious :  Indeed,  I  never  faw  the 
difeafe  attended  with  more  malignant  fymp- 
toms,    and  though  there  were  no  hopes  of 

her 
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her  recovery,    I  direiled    the  following 
draught,  and  defired  that  the  fluids  flic 
was  able  to  fwallow  might  be  acidulated 
with  lemon-juice; 
R. 

DecoEl.  Cort.  Peruv.fortifs.  confe6l.  lifs,. 
Ext}'a5i.  ejiifd.  moll.  Bi. 
Eh'x.  Vitriol,  acid.  gtt.  xxx, 
Tin6l.  Cort.  Peruv.  5  //. 
Co?ife5i.  Alkerm.  "si.Jiat  haujlusyalternis 
horis  exhibendus . 

She  died  the  next  day  about  twelve 
o'clock,  being  the  tenth  from  the  firfl:  ap-^ 
pearance  of  the  eruption. 

OBober  the  21  ft,  1772,  Elizabeth  Lee 
was  delivered  in  the  Wejiminjier  Lying-in 
Hofpital  of  a  living  child,  in  the  eighth 
month  of  pregnancy :  As  the  f?nall  pox  ap-. 
peared  on  her  Ikin  next  day,  flie  was  care- 
fully removed  to  her  own  appartments  by 
her  friends,  where  flie  recovered ;  the  difeafe 
being  mild,  and  eruption  of  the  diftind 
kind.    The  child  was  feized  with  it  a 

fort- 
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fortnight  after  j  but  I  had  no  opportunity  to 
inform  myfelf  whether  it  Hved  or  not. 

Notwithftanding  I  never  faw  any  inftanc^ 
where  infants  were  born  with  variolous 
eruption,  till  the  following  cafe  mentioned 
by  Mr.  WaJlalloQomx^^;  yet  examples  may 
be  found  in  the  Philofophical  TranfaBions, 
Bartholin  s  Medical  Epijiles,  ^c.  where  the 
body  of  the  new-born  infant  has  been  found 
overfpread  with  puftules,  which,  confider- 
ing  the  intercourfe  between  the  mother  and 
it,  during  geftation,  is  not  to  be  wondered  at. 

Account  of  a  Woman  who  had  the  Small  Pox 
during  Pregnajjcyy  afidwho  feemed  to  have 
communicated  that  Difeafe  to  the  Feet  us. 
By  John  Hunter,  Efc^.  F.R.S.  from  Mr. 
Waftall's  Letter  on  the  famefubjeB. 

December  30,  1776,  I  Was  fent  for  to 
Mrs.  Ford,  a  healthy  woman,  about  twenty 
two  years  of  age,  who  was  pregnant  with 
her  firft  child.  She  had  come  out  of  the 
country  about  three  months  before.  Soon 
after  her  arrival  in  town  flie  was  feized  with 

the 
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the  fmall  pox,  and  had  been  under  the 
care  of  MefTieurs  Hawkins  and  Grant,  who 
have  favored  me  with  the  particulars  here 
annexed. 

I  called  upon  her  in  the  afternoon ;  fhe 
complained  of  violent  gripings  in  her  bow- 
els, darting  down  to  the  pubes.    On  ex- 
amining I  found  the  oj- //«r^  a  little  dilated, 
with  other  fymptoms  of  approaching  la- 
bor.   I  fent  her  an  anodyne,  fpermaceti 
emulfion,  and  defired  to  be  called,  if  her 
pains  increafed.    I  was  fent  for.    The  la- 
bor  advanced   very    flowly ;  her  pains 
were  lafting  and  fevere  j  flie  was  delivered 
of  a  dead  child,  with  fome  difficulty. 

Obferving  an  eruption  all  over  the  body 
of  the  child,  and  feveral  of  the  pujiules  filled 
with  matter,  I  examined  them  more  par- 
ticularly; and  rccolleding  that  Dr.  Leake, 
in  his  Introductory  Ledure  to  the  Pradicc 
of  Midwifery,  had  obferved  that  it  might 
be  neceffary  to  inquire,  whether  thofe  adults 
who  are  faid  totally  to  cfcape  the  fmall  pox, 

have 
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have  not  been  previoufly  affedled  with  it  in 
the  womb  j  I  fent  a  note  to  Dr.  Leake^  and 
hkewife  to  Dr.  Hunter^  in  hopes  of  afcer- 
taining  a  fad:  hitherto  much  doubted.  Dr. 
Leake  came  the  fame  evening,  and  faw  the 
child.  Dr.  Hunter  came  afterwards,  with 
Mr.  Cruickjhanksy  and  examined  it  j  alfo 
Mr.  yohn  Hunter  and  Mr.  Falconer  j  who 
all  concurred  with  me,  that  the  eruption 
on  the  child  was  the  fmall  pox.  Dr.  Hunter 
thought  the  eruption  fo  like  the  fmall  pox, 
that  he  could  hardly  doubt  j  but  faid,  that 
in  all  other  cafes  of  the  fame  kind,  he  had 
met  with,  the  child  in  utero  efcaped  the 
contagion. 

It  appears  from  Mr.  Grant^s  Notes, 
that  the  eruption  appeared  on  Mrs.  Ford,  in 
the  evening  of  the  8th  of  December,  and 
that  (he  was  delivered  the  31ft,  that  is, 
twenty- three  days  after  the  appearance  of 
the  eruption. 
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A  Cafe  no  lefs  curious  and  extraordinary y 
I  received  from  my  'Pupil  Mr.  Head,  as 
follows  ■: 

To  Br.  LEAKE. 

London,  Nov.  30,  1778. 
I  fome  time  fince  mentioned  to  you  a  cafe 
(of  Inoculation  for  the  fmall-pox,  which  you 
thought  fingular.  The  hiftory  of  it  you 
have  below,  and  may  depend  upon  the 
fadls,  as  the  patient  was  my  own. 

I  am,  Sir, 
With  the  greateft  refped. 
Your  mofl:  obedient  Servant, 
ISAAC  HEAD. 
In  the  beginning  of  September,  1 766,  I 
was  defired  to  inoculate  a  boy  of  five  years 
old,  for  the  fmall-pox,  the  parents  at  the 
fame  time  informing  me  they  wifhed  it 
Nfhould  be  performed  in  about  a  fortnight. 

I  had  often  thought  it  poffible,  that  the 
variolous  matter  might  be  capable  of  raifing 
inflammation  in  the  arm  of  a  perfon  who 

had 
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had  paffed  the  fmall  pox,  and  that  if  it  came 
to  any  degree  of  fuppuration,  might  pro- 
bably retain  fo  much  of  the' nature  of  fmall 
pox,  as  to  infed  a  perfon  who  never  had 
the  diforder,  by  inoculating  in  the  ufual 
manner. 

To  try  this  experiment,  I  inoculated  my- 
felf  in  the  arm.  I  was  much  pleafed  to  find 
an  inflammation  come  regularly  on  in  as 
flioit  a  fpace  of  time,  and  with  as  much 
violence,  as  I  Tiad  ever  feen  in  thofe  who 
never  pafled  the  fmall  pox. 

On  the  evening  of  the  6th  day,  I  fuddenly 
felt  the  fame  kind  of  fenfation,  as  if  a  fpark 
offire  had  got  on  the  part.  On  examination, 
I  found  it  prodigioufly  inflamed  j  there  was 
a  vefication  about  the  fize  of  a  fmall  pea, 
and  rednefs  extended  round  it,    under  the 
cuticle,  to  the  fize  of  fixpence.      On,  the 
ninth  day  it  was  full  of  pus,  and  the  circle 
extended  to  the  fize  of  a  crown.    On  the 
tenth  day  I  inoculated  the  child  from  this 
pufliule,  in  the  common  way. 

I  have 
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I  have  the  pleafiire  to  afTureyoii,  that  this 
child  had  the  fmall  pox  in  as  regular  a  man- 
ner, and  with  the  ufual  concomitant  fymp- 
toms  as  any  I  ever  I  had  under  my  care.  He 
was  very  fick  for  a  day  before  the  puftules 
made  their  appearance,  and  had  a  great  ma- 
ny of  them.  I  inoculated  feven  other  children 
from  this  patient^  and  ?jone  of  them  failed 
having  the  fmall  pox. 

One  of  thofe  was  fo  ill,  •  that  I  was  very 
apprehenfive  he  would  have  died,  but  fortu- 
nately he  alfo  recovered.  I.  HEAD. 

An  uncommon  cafe  is  related  hyVanSwie^ 
teny  as  it  happened  under  the  obfervation  of 
Dr.  Watfon  in  London ^  viz.  a  woman  who 
had  been  for  fome  time,  pregnant,  and  who 
long  before  had  the  fmall  pox,    was  very 
affiduous  in  attending  her  fervant  maid,  who 
then  loboured  under  that  difeafc ;  In  due 
time,  fhe  was  happily  delivered,  and  brought 
fourth  a  healthy  female  child,  where  evident 
marks  of its  having  had  the  erupt  ion  y  appeared 
on  thejkin.    When  this  child's  brother  was 

inoculated 
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inoculated  four  years  after,  Dr.  Wat/on  had 
leave  from  the  patients,  to  inoculate  her 
likewife ;  but  the  operation  was  attended 
with  very  difficult  effects  in  thofe  different 
fubjedts ;  for  the  puftules  appeared  in  the 
boy,  who  foon  happily  recovered  from  the 
difeafe;  but  the  girl  after  drooping  two  days, 
became  very  well  again,  and  remained  to- 
tally free  from  the  eruption. 

A  cafe  fomething  limilar  to  this  is  alfo 
mentioned  by  Dr.  Mead  in  treating  of  the 
fmalU  pox.  He  fuppofes  that  where  the 
child  is  born  before  the  perfed  maturation 
of  puftules  in  the  mother,  it  will  then 
more  probably  efcape  difeafe;  and  that 
the  danger  arifing  to  women  at  this  time, 
whofuffer  abortion,  will  be  in  proportion  to 
the  lofs  of  blood,  after  feparation  of  the 
placenta  from  the  uterus.  But  there  is  not 
fufficient  reafon  to  adopt  this  laft  opinion  ; 
for  even  what  Dr.  Mead  himfelf  afterwards 
aflerts  does  not  at  all  correfpond  with  it,  viz. 
that  the  fmall  pox  have  generally  been 

found 
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found  moft  mild,  when  they  fucceed  fome 
confiderable  cvacu^ition,  whether  natural  or 
artificiUl. 

Vm  Sihieten  informs  us,  that  the  cele- 
brated Boerhaave  attended  a  lady-  in  the 
jfixth  month  of  pregnancy,  who  labored 
under  the  worfl  kiqd  of  conjiuent  fmall pox  ; 
notwithftanding  which,  fhe  proceeded  to 
the  full  period  of  her  time,  and  was  then 
delivered  of  a  healthy  male  child,  which 
had  not  the  leaft  veftige  or  appearance  of 
difeafe. 

From  the  above  extraordinary  circum- 
ftance,  which  was  probabjy  owing  to  the  pe- 
culiar ftrudture  of  placenta  and  its  pow- 
er to  abforb  from  the  womb  fuch  juices 
only  as  were  falutary  and  nutritious ;  even 
when  the  ,  whole  mafs  of  the  mother's  blood 
was  tainted  with  variolus  tJifedlion  ;  one 
may  be  inclined  to  think,  that  hereditary 
difeafes  are  providentially  lefs  frequent  than 
they  otherwife  would  have  been,  and 
that    the    perfedion    of   animal  fluids 

depend 
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depend  more  upon  the  fecerning  orgaa, 
than  the  general  mafs  from  which  they  are 
ftraineji  off".    This  property,  with  which 
the  placenta  feems  endowed,  is  beautifully 
illuftrated,  by  what  may  be  obferved  in  VC" 
gatables  ',  -Vvhere  two  plants  of  different  quai 
litid^  both  draw  their  ndiirifhmieiit  from  the 
.farrte  earth;   the  one  a  deadly  foif on y  the 
other  friendly  .to  the  human  fyflem,  or  per- 
haps an  antidote  tb  tlie  former-  /  '  and  this 
is  flill   further'  exemplified   in  grafting 
branches  ^of  -one  tree  into  the  ftfem-  of  ^ano- 
ther,: ^for  the  juijces  of  the  laft,  wilL  from 
thence  be  fo  far  diverted  of  their  natural  qua- 
lities, by  paffing  thro*  different  flrainers, 
as  only  'tp  produce  the  fame  kind  of  fruit, 
with  that  of  the  tree,  from  which  fuch 
branches  were  taken. 
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The  following  Gentlemen,  befides  many- 
others ,  who  either  went  abroad,  or  fettled 
in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom,  which  I 
cannot  recoiled:,  attended  my  Lectures, 
at  the  times  already  mentioned;  moft  of 
whom  took  notes,  and  therefore,  to  fuch 
I  refer  for  a  confirmation  of  the  fads 
mentioned  in  the  Introdudiion  to  the  pre- 
ceding obfervatibns. 

C.  M.  Thode,  Efq;  Surgeon  to  the  Em- 
prefs  of  Rujfiay  Feterjburgh, 

Mr.  Crowther,  Leadenhall-Jireet,  London, 

Mr.  John  Blake,  Bripl. 

Mr.  William  Slater,  Houfe  Apothecary  to 
the  Difpenfary,  for  the  relief  of  the 
Poor,  Alderfgate-Jireet,  London, 

Mr.  Richard  Newland,  Chichepr,  SuJ/ex. 

Mr.  Edward  Yale,  Catharine-Jireet,  London. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Robert  Hobfon,  Bernard  Cajile^  county 

of  Durham . 
Mr.  Charles  Lightfoot,  Whitby,  Torkfhire, 
Mr.  William  Cartwright,  JVenleck,  Salop. 
Mr.  Jofeph  Dawfon,  Eq/l-Indies, 
Mr.  Thomas  Tubb,  hambourn,  Berk/Joire.. 
Mr.  Thomas  Parkinfon,  Kirkhamy  Lanca- 
JJjire. 

Mr.  William  Harffy,  Cajlle-Jireet,  heicefler^ 
fields. 

Mr.  William  Sexton,  Thame^  OxfordJJjire, 
Mr.  John  Caufer,  Houfe  Surgeon  to  St, 

George's  Hof pit al,  i"]"-]!- 
Mr.  Robert  Pope,  StaineSy  Middlefex. 
Mr.  Lewis  Poignand,  Duke-Jireet^  Wejlmih-* 
Jler, 

Mr.  'Thomas  Hammond,  hit  tie  Newport^ 
Market. 

Mr.  Jeremiah  Wilkinfon,  Scarborough. 
Mr.  JohnMarlh,  Half-Moon-Jireet ,  Piccadilly 
Mr.  J.  RackKam,  Bungay ^  Suffolk. 

Ee  Mr. 
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Mr.  Thomas  Inman,  St.  Ofyth^  ^f^^* 
Mr.  Edward  Weeks,  Wejifeld,  Sujex. 
Mr.  H.  Dickinfon,  Cecil-Jireet,  Strand, 
Mr.  Edward  Ford,  Brijlol. 
Mr.  James  Bromley,  Rochefler^  Kent, 
Mr.  P.  Weaver,  Hermit  age  y  Tower-Hill, 
Mr.  D.  Raven,  Hatjield  Peverah 
Mr  Thomas  Bredall,  Mattoch-Jlreety  Lond,- 
Mr.  J.  Dutton,  Manchejier. 
Mr.  Thomas  Britfkin,  Rugley,  Staffordjloire. 
Mr.  Thomas  Parker,  Gloucejler, 
Mr.  Thomas  Owen,  Rye^  Sujfex, 
Mr.  James  Scaife,  Carlijley  Cumberland. 
Mr.  WiUiam  Younge,  Shiffnally  Shropjhire. 
Mr.  James  Bumpfteady  Cajlle  Heddington, 
EJfex. 

Mr.  William  Young,  Georgia^  America. 

Mr.  ■  Druitt,  Winburny  Dorfetjhire. 

Mr.  Thomas  Shute,  Bristol. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  James  Travers,    Military  HofpitaU 

Granada. 
Dr.  William  Moore,  Brook-Jlreet. 
Mr.  Thomas  Vigurs,  Leojloffe,  Suffolk. 
Mr.  Henry  Bickerfteth,  Kirbylonfdaky  Wejl-^ 

moreland. 

Mr.  Edward  Horler,  "Tootingy  Surry, 

Mr.  ■  Wilfon,  jun.  Henrietta-Jlreett 

Covent  Garden. 
Mr.  Charles  Chafmore,  Epfom,  Surry, 
Mr.  Robert  Turner,  Enfield. 
Mr.  John  Manning,  ^ 
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Avr,  putrid  and  confined,  difpofes  women  to  Child- 
bed Fever     

Arantius,  his  opinion  concerning  the  circulation  of 

blood  in  the  human  foetus  266  &  feq. 

Arteries,  hypogaftric  and  fpermatic,  their  origin,  and 

diftribution  through  the  uterus  277  &  feq. 

Applications,  topical,  their  e{re61s  in  floodings  282  &feq.' 
Aljion,  Dr.  his  experiments  on  frogs  307 

Air, 


INDEX. 


Jiir,  cold,  its  falutary  effe£ls  in  floodings,  and  why  32a 

 confirmation  of  its  good  effefts  323  & Teq. 

ArbuthnoL  Dr.  his  obfervaiions  on  the  lunors  Q26 
Animals,  fwell  in  the  exhaufted  receiver  of  the  air 

pump,  and  why  .  ibid 

B. 

BODIES,  morbid,  frequently  infpefted  by  the  author 

and  his  Pupils,  at  the  Weftminfier  Lying-in  Hofpital  1 1 
Bills  of  Mortality,  the  prefent  manner  of  their  being 

kept,  defeats  their  original  intention  29  &  feq. 

Bile,  its  immoderate  fecretion  in  Child-bed  Fever,  how 

accounted  for   •  —   79  feq. 

 how  corrupted     9 1  &  feq. 

Baglivi,  his  obfervations  on  inflammations  of  the  vif- 

cera,        )  .  .  .   93  &  feq. 

Bleeding,  early'  and  copious,  recommended  in  Child- 
bed Fever,  as  the  principal  remedy,  and  why  99 

■  objeftions  to  it  obviated  100  &  feq. 

.              generally  direfted  too  late,  after  the  forma- 
tion of  matter       •   ■   103 

mirfapplication  of  this  remedy,  the  reafon 


why  not  fooner  adopted,  as  fafe  and  beneficial  1 05  &  feq. 
praftical  rules  . and  cautions  concerning  its 


proper  ufe     •    106  &  feq. 

Bark,  Peruvian,  to  be  freely  adminiftered  whenever 

an  intermiffion  of  the  Child-bed  Fever  appears  110 
Blood,  quantity  to  be  taken  away,  not  to  be  determined 

by  its  appearance,  but  the  fymptoms    115 

Bath,  warm,  its  effefts  ■  116  &  feq. 

Bile,  offending,  how  to  be  evacuated  1 1 8  &  feq. 

Bark,  Peruvian,  its  liberal  ufe,  does  not  fupprefs  the 

lochia      135 

Blifiers,  tlieir  efFefts ;  with  cautions  concerning  their 

application  in  Child-bed  Fever  137  &  feq. 

Body,  human,  can  only  fuftain  violence  to  a  certain 

degree   •  — -.   164 

Bloody  circulation  of,  between  the  uterus  and  placenta  260 
•—  no  circulation  of  red  blood  between  the  mother 

and  foetus      ibid 

 from  whence  difcharged  in  floodings  269 

■  ■  when  fuddenly  and  largely  difcharged,  highly 

dangerous     '  — —  '         »  273 

Bleeding, 

.  \ 


INDEX. 


Bkeding,  praBical  cautions  concerning  its  ufe  In  flood- 

injTs     .  gQj,  ^  f 

^/o<7^/,  flux  of,  why  periodical  ,  . 

Body,  human,  when  delicate,  a  kind  of  living  barometer  ibid 

Bark,  Peruvian,  its  ufe  recommended  in  a  morbid  ftate 

of  the  uterus          ■  ,   g^g 

Bleeding,  in  the  foot,  its  effeft;  to  what  caufe 

owing    ,   347&feq 

his  obfervations  on  the  pleurify    383 

Blijiers,  tlieir  apiillcatlon  to  the  affe£led  part,  recom- 
mended in  pleurify         .  ■ — .              .  ,  ^55 

c. 

CABBAGE  TREE,  wild,  of  Jamaica, —its  qualities, 

and  manner  of  exhibition  — i   3^52 

Child-bed  Fexjcr,  its  fatal  event,  notwithftanding  the 

moft  powerful  remedies  ,.  g 

 1  ought  therefore  to  engage  the  utmoft 

attention  of  phyficians   ;   —  —  ibid 

not  occafioned  by  abforption  of  cor- 


rupt milk,  or  obJlruEled  lochia 


not  owing  to  injlammalion  of  the  uterus,  ibid 

 '  —  referrable  to  other  caufes,  as  a  difeafe 

of  peculiar  nature    ibid 

Child-bed  wo77ien,  number  of  their  deaths  not  .to  be  de- 
termined by  bills  of  mortality  27  &  feq. 
Child-bed  Fever,  '  evidently  epidemic  in  the  months  of 

Jan.  Feb.  &c.  1770    28  &  feq. 

—  when  it  commences,  and  how  40 

.  ;  brought  on  by  taking  cold,  errors  in 

diet,  or  anxiety  of  mind    ^2  &  feq. 

Child-bed  Fever,  whom  moft  fubjeft  to  it    43 

 refembles  the  cholera  morbus  47 

Countenance,  eager  and  diftrefled,  with  trembling  hand, 

a  dangerous  fymptom  ■   ^2  &  feq. 

Color,  crimfon  in  the  cheeks,  with  expanded  noftrils,  - 

a  mortal  fign    .   ibid 

Child-bed  Fever,  feldom  followed  by  a  perfeft  criCs  56 
—~  '  its  remiflion,  feldom  laftlng  when  unat- 
tended with  fome  critical  difcharge    57 

r  '  ,>.-,  Pn  what  days  ufually  mortal  ibid 

Child. 


INDEX. 


Cliild-hed  Fever,  its  firfl:  impreffion,  made  on  the  ner- 
vous fyftem  —  «  6l 

.  when  complicated  with  pleurify  or 

perlpneumony     —  84 

not  occafioned  by  preflure  of  the  gravid 


uterus  on  the  omentum  or  abdominal  vifcera  87  &  feq. 

 tmely inflafnmatoryin  its  beginning  89  ^ feq. 

only  becomes  putrid  in  its  decline  by  ab- 


forption  of  purulent  Jluids  from  the  abdomen  90  &  feq 
more  or  lefs  fatal  in  its  event,  accord- 


ing to  the  nature  of  the  caufes  by  which  it  is  pro- 
duced     .    — —  95&fq* 

Cold  jit,  its  violence,  how  to  be  lefTened  ■ — —   1 16 

Clyjlers,  emollient,  their  effefts,  with  cautions  con- 
cerning their  ufe      125 

Child-Bed  Fever,  not  infeftious,  except  produced  by 

'    a  diftemperature  of  air   ■   14^ 

 rules  and  cautions,  towards  its  preven- 
tion — '■     152  &  feq. 

hiftory  of,  further  illuftrated  by  parti- 


cular cafes    ■  —  x63&.feq. 

Child-bed  Fever,  Cafe  the  4th,  with  remarks  174 

^—  Cafe  the  5th,  with  dilfeftion  and  remarks  179 

.   Cofe  the  6th,  with  remarks  187  &  feq. 

..  .-  Cafe  the  8th,  with  dilfeaion         197  &  feq. 

Cluld-bed  Fever,  Cafe  nth,  with'  diffeftlon  and  re- 
marks,  '     209  &  feq. 

.  , —  Cafe  i2,th,  complicated  with  pleurify,  and 

remarks  on  — —   •   2 1 8  &  feq. 

-  Cafe  13th,  with  diffeflion    229  &  feq. 

 Cafe  14th,  with  remarks    233  &  feq. 

 Cafe  15th     •  238 

Cafe  16th    ■  —  24?- 


Child-hed  Fever,  epidemical  in  London,  A.  D.  1760  246 
Cafarian  Operation,  compared  with  Sedion  of  Piihes  255 

 .  .  when  performed  in  London  on  the 

living  body — its  nature  and  event,  with  praftical 

inferences  from  thence  arifing    256  &  feq. 

Chorion  falfe,  praftical  obfervations  concerning  27(3 

Child,  new-born,  obfervations  on       ■   27 1 

Cold,  its  effefts  on  the  animal  body  —  319 

.„  intenfe,  the  application  of,  recommended  by  the 

author  in  uterine  -haemorrhages,  as  the  principal 


INDEX. 


Cold,  objeftions  to  its  ufe  obviated    321  &  feq 

Clyjlers,  to  be  adminiflered  cold  in  profufe  floodings  928 
Cautions,  pratlical  concerning  preternatural  uterine  dif- 

charges    ,  

Cicuta,  extraft  of,  its  efle6}s  •   

Convulfwns,  caufes  of,  various   g^g 

 either  idiopathic  or fymptomatic    ibid 

caufe  of,  feated  in  the  brain,  or  genus  ner- 


vofum, 


hereditary,  generally  incurable  ifnotter- 


340 


minatcd  about  the  time  of  puberty   jj^jj 

 why  difappearing  at  that  period  .  ibi^ 

moft  frequent  at  the  latter  end  of  the  firft 


pregnancy    .  .  i^id 

—  ongmal  caufe  of,  pre-exifting  in  the  con- 

ftitution      ibid 

 from  plethora    •  ■. —   

 from  inanition,  generally  mortal,  and  why  ibid 

their  true  caufe  to  bedifcovered,  ifpoflible, 


 "  •  v,iV.u,  jjJVyillLIU;^ 

before  the  exhibition  of  medicines   . 

Coiivuljions^  fupervening  fever,  or  inflammation  of  the 
brain  generally  mortal,  ■   . 

 followed  by  fever  or  eruptions,  more  fa- 
vorable    .  ibid 

Cov.ha^e,iis  vermifuge  quality,  and  manner  of  exhibition  351. 

Commlfions,  leave  a  morbid  impreffion  on  the  brain  355 
 particular  cafes  of,  and  their  treatment  3^7 

D. 

DISEASES,  putrid  and  inflammatory 


marks  of  their  difl;in6lion,  not  fufficiently 

pointed  out    •   — — ■. — .  ,  Jbid 

their  triie  flate  beft  known  from  the  li\'ing 

19 


body 


their  fymptoms,  to  be  fet  down  without 


innovation  or  conjefture      ibid 

their  feat,  often  apparent,  their  caufes  too 


remote  for  difcovery   •   .  23 

Bifcafe,  epidemical,  prevailed  with  violence  among 

child-bed  women,  A.  D.  1746      ■   25  &  feq. 

Difeafes^  endemial,  from  local  afFe^ion  of  the  atraofphere,  33 

DifeaJ'es.y 


INDEX. 


Difeajes,  epiderpical,  from  its  temporary,  general  change,  34. 
 their  true  nature  bell:  known,  where  few  medi- 
cines have  been  adminiftcred  ■ 
Diarrhaa,  evidently  fymptomati?  in  .Child-bed  Fever 

.  —  '  49  &  feq. 

•  when  exceffive,  to  be  reftrained    •  .  txo 

Duteau,  recommends  camphor  in  Child-bed  Fever  m 

*  fymptomatiq  and  critical,  marks  of  their  dillinc- 

tion   — —  .  — ;    •  124 

DifcaJcs,  feldom  putrid  in  the  beginning,  have  generally 

a  putrid  tendency  in  their  decline   .  13^. 

Difcaion,  ihtfiv^c      184  &  feq. 

.  ^  remarks  on      186  &  feq. 

Davies,  Sar-ah,  her  cafe    ■   .    242  &  feq. 

Delivery,  fpeedy,  does  not  always  fecure  the  patient 

from  danger  in  flooding        •  279  &  feq. 

Derivation  and  revulfion,  docirine  of,  as  generally 

received,  abfurd     

Delivery^  when  to  be  attempted  in  uterine  haemorrha- 

g"   ■   .      ■  :          331  &  feq. 

Daw/on,  Dr.  Amb.  recommends  the  ufe  of  Cremor 

Tartar  in  uterine  haemorrhages       •  1  33^ 

Diet,  vegetable,  when  proper   •      •  .  33-7 

—.  errors  in,  the  caufe  of  convulfions   3^3 

Delivery,  ineffeftual,  in  convulfions,  from  caufes  inde- 
pendent of  pregnancy      3^2 

Duodenum,  the.  feat  of  convulfions   •  3^3 

Difeafes,  acute,  their  fatal  event  in  pregnant  women  386 

Dyfentery,  its  nature  and  caufe   >    387  &  feq. 

•  its  treatment    •   391  &  feq. 

Difeafes,  hereditaiy,  why  not  more  frequent    420 

E. 

ERRORS,  early  adopted,  become  habitual    »■  18 
Eyes,  dim  and  lifelefs,  at  the  attack  of  Child-bed  Fever  41 
Emetics,  improper  in  plethoric  habits,  attended  with  de- 
lirium    .  122 

Effluvia,  vegetable,  its  extraordinary  antifeptic  power  159 
Eruptions,  cutaneous,  fuddenly  repelled,  the  caufe  of 

convulfions  ■  ,  ■    350 

FROST, 


INDEX. 


F. 

FROST,  its  eM  on  Child-bed  Fever   39  &  feq. 

Fl..id,  j)urulent  and  whey-coloured,  mixed  with  clots 
of  blood,  and  found  in  the  abdomen,  in  thofe  who 

died  of  Child-bed  Fever   68  &  f«q. 

^  ils  nature  r.nd  quality  ^ —  ibid 

Fajling,  l6ng,  difpofes  animal  fluids  to  putrefaftion  152 

Fatus  in  utcro,  nourifhed  by  lymph  269- 

Floodings,  frwn  exte  nal  violence,  dangerous  271  &  feq. 
,  extremely  fallaciou:.,  and  often  fatal  in  die 

lart  months  of  pregnancy       _   —   ibid 

Fluids,  nonrifning,  the  beft  cordials  in  uterine  haemor- 
rhages  ^  •  •  273 

Flooding^  extraordinary  inftance  of   >  293 

Fear^  fudden,  its  efFeft  on  the  animal  fyftem  — —  298 
Flooding,  its  return,  lefs  danger  of,  after  delivery  3 1 1 
F«z;eri,1nflammator)%  their  general  method  of  treatment  382 
Fever,  fecondary,  in  fmall-pox,  how  to  be  treated  460  &  feq. 
Fluids,  animal,  their  perfeaion,  on  whaf  depend- 
ing  —   420  &  feq. 

G. 

GANGRENE  of  internal  parts,  its  fymptoms  93  &  feq. 
Gas  Sylvejlre,  its  power  in  refilling  putrefafction  —  121 
Gaubius,  Dr.  recommends  flowers  qfzinc^  in  the  cure 

of  convulfions  —  •  '   37  * 

H. 

HULME,  Dr.  lays  down  doftrines  on  the  Child-bed 
Fever  as  new,  which  had  been  publicly  advanced 
in  the  authors  LeBures  three  years  before      10  &  feq. 
Hippocratef,  his  obfervation  on  the  weather,  relatrve  to 

pregnant  women   3^ 

Head  and  flomach,  their  f)  mpathy  ^  -—  47 

Boffmarii  Frederick,  his  opinion  of  Child-bed  Fever  58 
Habit,  its  fudden  change  after  delivery,  the  exciting 

caufe  of  Child-bed  Fever    79  &  ^^q. 

„  extremely  irritable  after  delivery      ■  "  M 

Hales,  Dr.  his  baemaftical  experiments  §7 

Habit, 


INDEX. 


Habit,  its  change  after  delivery,  infufBcient  to  jprodnce 
Child-bed  Fever,  till  aififted  by  difteinperatiire 
of  the  air  or  inordinate  paflions  of  the  mind,  &c. 
and  \vh)'     97 

Jlofpitals,  Lying-in,  direftions  concerning  their  regula- 
tion; with  rules  and  cautions  in  the  epidemic 
feafon    ■  ■        151  &  feq. 

HcEmoiThage  uienne,  its  nature  and  immediate  caufe 

.  .  ;  »^  259&  feq. 

 ■  its  remote  ca'ufes,  various   ■  ibid, 

Hcemorrhages,  beft  underflood  by  attending  to  the  ftruc- 
ture  of  the  placenta  and  uterus,  and  jiieif  attach- 
ment to  each  other  • — ■.  7-   ibid 

Harvey,  denies  the  anaftomofis  of  veflels  between  the 

placenta  and  uterus  •  ■     270  &  feq, 

Hczniori-hages,  nt&nnQ,  their  danger  in  proportion  to  the 

time  of  pregnaricy    —.  ■       —.  ■    272  &feq, 

Haller,  Baron,  his  clo£lrine  of  irritability    273 

Hczmorrkages, ^roiu^e.  uterine,  in  theJali  months  of  gef- 
tation,  not  remedied  by  medicines  j  but  fpeedy 
delivery  —   1  ■  ...-.7^   274 

..  —  internal,  often  fppntaneoufty  ceafe,  and 

why,        .  ^  ■   305  ^  ^^q- 

Haller,  his  remarks  on  opium   ■    305  &  feq. 

Hamilton,  Dr.  his  obfervation  on  the  efFeft  of  ligatures 

applied  to  the  thighs   303  &  feq. 

its  general  effefts  on  animal  bodies    315 

Hamorrkages,  uterine,  ufual  niethod  of  treating  them,  , 

ineffeftual  and  pernicious         •  —  333 

,  —  new  method  propojed  by  the  author,  towards 

their  more  efFeclual  cure   "  ibid 

I. 

INFLAMMATION,  local,  when  violent,  how  it  ter- 
minate*   ■     .  -t:;" 

 - —  foon  produces  formation  of  puru- 
lent matter  — •  ■   105 

principal  intention  of  its  cure  ibid 


InjeBions,  ftyptic,  their  ufe,  in  dangerous  floodings  after 

delivery    —   —          285  &  feq, 

feldom  born  with  variolous  ehiption    413 

Indian  Pink,  its  dofe,  and  manner  of  exhibition    —    35 1 

LOCHIE, 


INDEX. 
L. 

lOCHlA,  not  obllrufled  or  altered  in  quality  in  Child 

bed  Fever   _    ,58&feq. 

Levret^  his  opinion  concerning  the  produftion  of  Cliild- 

bed  Fever      g 

.  his  obfervation  on  the  difappearance  of  milk,  65  B  feq. 

Lockiuy  nature  of  its  difcharge    gg 

.  when  obllruaed  not  the  caufe  of  Child -bed 

Fever    .   


'  when  obftrufted,  often  improperly  treated  ibid 

Lalfor  pains,  their  effeft  on  the  vafcular  fyftem,  and 

circulating  blood  .  .  .  gg 

jMxatives,  their  good  effefts  at  the  coming  of  milk  127 

Liniments,  volatile,  their  ufe    .   jgg 

Lind,  Dr.  his  method  of  deftroying  infeftion      156  &  feq. 
Lower,  his  obfervations  on  the  reficient  power  of  ani- 
mal broths    •   —   .  283 

Levret,  his  extraordinary  expedient  in  a  violent  flood- 
ing      .    ,   

Ligatures  on  the  extremeties,  their  pernicious  effeSs 

in  floodings    ■  —  .   31 1  &  feq. 

Legs,  to  be  plunged  into  cold  water,  in  profufe  and  dan- 
gerous floodings   .  i   

Lamotte,  his  obfervation  on  preternatural  difcharges  of 

blood  from  the  uterus  in  virgins    33^ 

M. 

MINUTES,  clinical,  how  to  be  collefted  for  the  hif- 

tory  of  a  difeafe    .   15  &  feq. 

Medicines,  their  effeS,  whether  good  or  bad,  fliould  be 

faithfully  fet  down     •  —         ,  .  21 

Morbid  appearances,  after  death,  tend  to  illuftrate  the 

hiftory  of  difeafes     —  .       .   ij^jj 

•   falfe  inferences  fometimes  arifing  from  them  ibid 

MilA^  fecretion  of,  interrupted  by  the  morbid  rigor  or 

cold  fit,     .  ,   53  &  feq, 

 Fever,  its  nature  and  caufe     —   ^6  &  feq. 

I  morbid  tranflation  of      60"  &  feq. 

 from  what  caufe,  depraved,  and  the  effeft  it  then 

produces  on  the  habit   .    63  &  feq. 

 not  fecreted  from  the  blood  65 

 the  want  of  it  after  delivery,  effeft  and  not  the 

caufe  of  Child-bed  Fever      66  &  feq. 

Matter, 


INDEX. 


Matter,  purulent,  miftaken  for  coagulated  milk,  67  &  fei^. 
Medicines,  efficacious,  dangerous  when  mifapplied  xi\ 
Mixture,  faline,  given  in  a  ftate  of  efFerveflence,  its 

effects       .  121 

Method,  prophylaftic,  not  fufficiently  cultivated  148 

iWa/frtfwJ-,  of  Hofpitals,  inftruftions  for   ■  16 

Membrmies,  including  the  child,  to  be  broken  in  flood- 

ings       .  283 

Mauriceau,  his  obfervation  on  delivery  violently  effefted,  329 
Mead,  Dr.  his  opinion  concerning  the  fmall-pox,  421 

N. 

RIQOR  and  Naiifea,  fymptoms  of  Child-bed  Fever,  41 
'  Nervous  injluence,  greatly  diminifhed  in  difeafes  of  the 

vifcera   ■    1 1 

JV^r/^j-,  their  duty  and  bffice    i6q 

Noortn.yke,  his  opinion  concerning  the  placenta-contra» 
difted  — _____ .  —  ,  ,.,  ,.  .. 

o. 

OMENTUM,  the  part  principally  affeaed  in  Child-bed 

Fever  ■     it 

— —         generally  inflamed,  or  converted  into  curd- 
like pus   •  —  — *-  ibid 

OppreJJion  of  the  praecordia,  how  removed  43  &  feq< 

Opiates,  and  aftringents,  their  pernicious  effefts,  in  the 

early  ftate  of  diarhasa   124  &  feq. 

Odors,  their  extraordinary  power  in  particular  habits  153 
Opiates,  their  ufe  in  floodings,  attended  with  pain  and 

irritation  ■  .   .  291 

  their  general  efiFefts  ■   309 

.  their  antifpafmodic  power  ■  351 

•  when  proper  in  fmall-pox  ■■  388 


P. 

PHYSICIANS,  their  different  methods  of  praftice  in 

the  fame  difeafes,  and  why  .     16  &  feq. 

Plague^  in  London,  its  mortality  remarkably  influenced 

by  tlie  air  at  different  periods    24  &  feq. 

P«^,  ftate  of  ——    .  .  45 

Pairty 


f 


INDEX. 


Pain,  from  the  pit  of  flomacli  to  the  naval,  a  dan- 
gerous fymptoni  in  Child-bed  Fever  

Pkilinus,  wife  of,  not  aflfetled  with  Child-bed  Fever, 

and  why     62 

Pu/Je,  why  quick  and  weak  in  Child-bed, Fever  — 

 indications  to  be  taken  from  it  in  refpeft  to 

bleeding  •     lo^&feq. 

Peu,  his  obfervation  on  the  effeft  of  putrid  effluvia  15^ 
Priejlley,  Dr.  his  difcoveries  on  the  qualities  of  air  and 

vegetable  effluvia     —  ijg 

Petechia,  putrid  and  inflammatory,  inarks  of  their 

diilinftion  and  method  of  treatment  335  &  feq« 

Patients,  account  of  thofe  delivered,  and  of  thofe  who 

died  in  Wejlrrdnjler  Lying-in-Hofpital  246 
Placenta,'\t&  ftrufture  and  attachment  to  the  uterus,265&feq. 

•  admits  of  a  two-fold  circulation  '   ibid  &  feq. 

•   its  umbilical  velfels  freely  anaftomofe,  ,  268 

Puzos,  his  method  of  praftice  in  floodings  280 

Placenta,  obfervations  on  its  exclufion,  &c.    288 

Prejpiire,  gentle,  on  the  belly,  its  effe£l§  in  flooding 

after  delivery   •  ■   289 

Pediluviian,  its  effefts      315  &  feq. 

Pulfe,  its  frequency,  in  what  proportion  to  refpira- 

tion  ■  •  ■   325 

Pains,  why  periodical  "  326 

Puberty,  its  effefls  on  the  general  habit       ■   339 

Plenck,  his  preparation  of  Mercury,  its  effefts  35 1 

Pink-root^  Indian,  its  anthelmintic  qualities    ibid 

PraBitioners,  young,  enthufiafts  in  phyfic,  cautions  to 

them      356 

Pleurify,  women  lefs  fubjeft  to  it  than  men,  and  why  380 

—  when  complicated  with  peripneumony  381 

Pulfe,  ftate  of,  in  pleurify      ibid 

Pox,  fmall,  their  treatment      —     461 

■  in  gravid  women,  often  mortal    ibid 

Phrenfy,  the  third  day  from  the  eruption,  an  alarming 

fymptom  ■  •  405 

—  •  how  to  be  treated   ibid 

Purples,  their  nature,  difference,  and  method  of  treat- 
ment  ^    ' —  406 

Purgatives,  in  fmall-pox,  when  neceffary  ibid  &  feq. 
Placenta t  its  veflels  endued  with  an  eleftive  power  422 

READIES, 
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R. 

REMEDIES,  powerful,  oppofition  of  fentiments  con- 
cerning their  tife    ■   ,  16 

Jleader,  often  prefented  with  a  medl/  of  reality  and 

iiftion  inftead  of  plain  fa61s  ■  

Refpiralion,  interrupted  and  defultory  in  Child-bed  Fever,  5 1 
Rigor,  generally  fucceeded  by  fever,  proportioned  to 

its  violence   • — .   

*  its  violence  and  duration  to  be  diminifhed        1 10 

hot,  pernicious  in  Child-bed  Fever       130  &  feq. 
J?tfv,  M.  his  praftical  enquiries  on  feftion  of  pubes  249 
Regivien,  heating,  its  danger  in  flooding  cafes  17^ 
Remedies,  their  falutary  eftefls,  depend  upon  their  pro- 
per application   .       •    ^7 

r  their  aftion  on  the  human  body  limited-  ibid 

Refpiralion,  obfervatiojis  on,  in  pleurify   gSa 


SPECULATIVE  men,  their  opinions  influenced  by 

education  and  cuftom  ij 

Syinptoms,  pathognomonic,  to  be  diftinguiflied  from 

thofe  which  are  accidental  .        .  •  20 

Sweats,  moft  falutary  when  univerfal   •  4^ 

 partial,  the  effeft  of  febrile  anxiety,  and  unat- 
tended with  relief       ■  '-  ■  .  ibid, 

Swelling  of  the  belly,  during  diarrhcea,  and  fucceeding 
the  pain  extending  from  the  Itomach  to  the  navel, 
a  mortal Jign   ^  ■   ^2 

Swieten,  Baron  Van,  affigns  the  caufe  of  Child-bed  Fever,  58 

Suckling  after  delivery,  why  direfted  at  Weftminfter 

Lying-in  Hofpital   s —  55 

Swelling,  mortal,  of  the  belly,  not  owing  to  air  in  the 

bowels,  but  to  its  putrid  expanfion  in  the  abdomen  88 

- — - —  proved  by  diffeftion  of  morbid  bodies  89 

Salt's,  alkaline,  their  power  to  correft  rancid  bile,  l24&feq. 

Sedion  of  Pubes,  performed  on  the  dead  body,  with 

practical  inferences  from  thence  arifing      244  &  feq. 

"  firft  fuccefsfuUy  performed  at  Paris  on  the 
living  body,  by  M.  Sigaidt,  as  a  fubftitute  for 
Cafarian  Operation    ,  •■-    2478;  feq, 

,  SeBion 


INDEX* 

SeBion  of  Pubes,  objeftions  to  it  obviated  by  the  Au- 
thor,  '   2  49  &Ceqi 

Pelvis,  its  ligaments,  not  injured  or  torn  by  SeBion  of 

Pubes      —     254&feq. 

,        preferred  to  Cofarian  operation  by  the  Author, 

and  why  — ^     25c) 

.  various 'examples  of  its  fuccefs    2,50  &  feq^ 

Sydenham,  his  opinion  concerning  the  difeafes  of  Child- 
bed women     •  149 

Sabnuth,  extraordinary  inftance  of  flooding  related  by 

him  •   ^   ;-7     296  &  feq. 

Styptics,  their  manner  of  afting,  and  pernicious  effefts 

infloodings      301  &  feq. 

Sedatives,  their  falutary  elFefts  in  haemorrhages  306 

Stephenfon,  Dr.  his  elTay  on  the  efteft  of  heat  and  cold 

315  &  feq* 

Swieten,  Baron  Van,  his  obfervation  on  the  efFeft  of  cold 

applied  to  the  feet  -—   3 18  &  feq. 

 on  the  fmall-pox   —   400 

Symptoms, denoting  immediate  danger  infloodings,330&:feq. 

Servius,  his  obfervation  on  morbid  bodies  dying  of  the 

pleurify  ■  ■  .  ■  3^^* 

Sydenhavi,  his  method  of  praftice  in  fmall-pox  recom- 
mended •   '  ■  ■  4°3 

T. 

THIRST,  its  degree  in  Child-bed  Fever  44  &  feq.- 

Tongue,  its  appearance  •    ibid 

Tympanites  •  ■  -  " 

Topical  application  of  cold  to  the  feet^  its  effeft  320 

i            inference  from  it   •  ibid 

Tree,  bulge  water,  its  bark,  a  vermifuge   —  35 1 

U. 

UTERUS,  not  affeaed  in  Child-bed  Fever   5* 

Urine,  fmall  in  quantity,  and  high  colored  in  the  begin- 
ning, fometimes  depofited  a  chalky  fediment  in 

Child-bed  Fever   —  54  &  feq. 

Uterus,  inflammation  of,  its  fymptoms  confounded  with 

thofe  of  Child-bed  Fever    74  ^  ^'^q- 

•  Uterus, 


INDEX. 


Uterus,  inflammation  of,  produces  an  obftruflion  of 

lochia,  and  vice  verfa    "75  &feq. 

Uterus,  inflammation  of,  except  fucceeded  by  gangrene, 

feldom  mortal    76 

Vifcera,  abdominal,  why  liable  to  inflammation  after 

deHvery   ^  77  &  feq. 

Vegetables,  aromatic,  their  infufion  recommende4  to  di- 

minifh  the  rigor  or  cold  fit    82 

Vinegar,  fleam  of,  its  good  effcft      ■     227 

Vegetables  and  animals,  their  analogy   268 

Vein,  umbilical,  its  abforbing  power  ...  269 
Uterus,effe£l  of  its  contraftion  after  delivery  infloodings,  274 

 difeafed,  figns  of      336 

Urine,  retention  of,  fometimes  produces  convulfions  349 

 bloody,  in  the  fmall-pox,  a  mortal  fign      —  406 

Vegetables,  their  juices  changed,  by  pafling  through  dif- 
ferent ftrainers       ■  —  


423 


w. 


WEATHER,  an  account  of    34  &  feq. 

Warmth,  long  continued  after  death,  its  caufs  236  &  feq. 
Whytt,  Dr.  his  obfervations  on  the  effeft  of  opium  307 

Weatker-wiJe,  whom  thus  affefted   326 

Water,  cold  fpring,  its  liberal  ufe  recommended  in 

floodings  ^     .  327 

Weflminjler  Lying-in  Hqfpital,  patients  delivered  at, 

how  treated  in  floodings    •   •  .  ibid 

Water,  vegeto-mineral  of  Goulard   •  336 

Waters  of  Tunb ridge  and  Spa,  when  falutary    337 

Women  of  irritable  habits,  moft  fubjeft  to  convulfions 

334  &  feq. 

Y. 

Young,  Dr.  his  treatife  on  opium  recommended,  go8  &feq. 
JKi?//oif;z«/j  of  the  flcin  attending  convulfions   —>  368 
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